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An Act Supplementary to an Act, ontitled an Act providing for a Nation­
al Fair.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tin Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Act, it shall be the duty of the Committee of Inspection to award pre­
miums on any and all articles exhibited at said Fair, agreeably to the 

‘2nd Section of said Act, as follows, viz: for second rate article or ar­
ticles one half of the first premiums, and for third rate articles one 
fourth of the same.

2. And for all articles not enumerated in the schedule of premiums 
contained in the third Section of the said Act, and the classes specifi­
ed in the second Sectiou thereof, there shall be premiums awarded at 
the discretion of the Committee of Inspection, of not more than five 
dollars nor less than fifty cents for the best specimens, and for second 
and third classes, according to the ratio provided for in the first Sec­
tion of this Act.

■o

An Act for the Punishment of Larceny.

Jf is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, all per­
sons convicted of Petit Larceny, upon due examination before two 
Magistrates, shall be fined in a sum to cover all costs and charges of 
conviction, shall make restitution of two-fold the value of the proper­
ty stolen, one halfto go to the Government and the other half to (he 
person robbed, and shall be further punished by the infliction of riot 
|essthan five nor more thin fifteen lashes on the barebaik: andon



gsilure to make payment of two-fold the value of the property stolen, 
with costs and charges of trial, he, she. or they shall be imprisoned 
and put to hard labor in chains for a term of not less than one, nor 
more than three months.

2. In all cases of «Grand Larceny, the person so convicted shall 
be punished by the'infliction of nine and thirty lashes on the bare 
back, shall pay all costs and charges, shall make restitution of two-fold 
the value of the property stolen, one half to be paid to the Govern­
ment and the other half to the person robbed: and on failure to make 
restitution and pay costs and charges, shall be imprisoned and subject­
ed to hard labor in irons for a term of not less than three months nor 
more than three years, according to the magnitude of the crime, and 
on dismissal from orison, he, sue, or they shall receive thirty nine 
lashes on the bare hack.

3. That the seventh article of the Act, entitled ~ An Act establish - 
ingthe Judiciary and fixing the powers common totheseveral Courts." 
and all laws and parts of laws conflicting with the provisions of this 
Act, be and the same are hereby repealed.

o-

An Act Constituting a Monthly and rrobato Court and Register's De­
partment at ltobertsport.

Ji is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled;—

Section 1. That front and after the passage of this Act. there 
shall be constituted and established at Bobertspert, in the County of 
Montserrado, to be held on the third Monday in each month, a Pro­
visionary Court, having jurisdiction at Hobertsport, within the terri­
tory of Grand Cape Mount, composed the same as the Monthly and 
Probate Court now established in this Republic in tho different Coun­
ties ; but said Court shall not have jurisdiction in the appointment of 
Judges and Clerks of election. Appeals shall be had. from said Court 
as by law provided for, to the Court of Common Pleas of Montserrado 
County. And further, that a deputy sheriff shall be the ministerial 
officer of said Court, who shall be required to give bond in equal pro­
portion as is by law required of a sheriff.

Nevertheless, the said Court shall have jurisdiction in all cases cf 
misdemeanor equal to petit larceny, in all actions of trespass, trover, 
slander, detinue, ejectment, &c., where the amount in litigation is not 
more than thirty dollars, nor less than ten dollars, and in all infrac­
tions of the peace, where the fine is not less than ten nor more than 
thirty dollars.

t: It is further enacted, that there shall be established at Robcrt.--
pert :> Previdouary Register’s department, composed and governed by
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the laws and regulations providing for such departments now existing 
in this Republic.

3. It is'further enacted, that the President be and be is hereby 
authorized and requested to carry out all the provisions of this Act; 
any laws to the contrary notwithstanding.

An Act Providing for the repairs of Public Buildings in the County of 
Maryland.

It is Enacted ty the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That the President is, hereby authorized to cause an 
additional story of stone, twelve feet high, to be raised on the Jail 
House, in Maryland County, to be so planned and constructed as to 
suit the purposes and conveniences of a Court Room, and that the 
roof of said buildiug"Shall project six feet in every direction. .

2. That the Government House, Light House, Ware House and 
Custom House, in the aforesaid County, shall be newly shingled and 
otherwise repaired to preserve and render them serviceable, and 
that the roofs of these buildings, when repaired, shall be suitably 
pitched or painted, to preserve them.

3. That the dwelling bouse on the Public Farm bo repaired and put 
in good tenantable conditiffc, and that the President be and he is here­
by authorized aud requested to order the Government House, the 
Ware House, and the Farm House ( after it shall bavo been repaired ) 
and Lands belonging thereunto, to be rented out to the highest and 
nest bidder, or otherwise to the best advantage. And one of the Pub­
lic offices, formerly used as the Governor's office, shall he used for 
Governmental purposes, and the o«^er shall be rented out;

4. That the sum of eighteen hundred dollars is hereby appropri- 
cd to carry out the previsions of this act, and the President is au- 
orized and requested to draw out the same from any monoys in the 
'Casury not otherwise appropriated.

11 is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Rc- 
W'c of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:

Fi ction 1. I hat all Notes or Paper Currency formerly constitut- 
" 'he circulating medium of the “Sate of Maryland in Liberia,” and 

m circulation* in the county of Maryland,"shall tc called in aud
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deceived at the Treasury department of said county at their former 
regular value. And that the Sub-Treasurer, on receiving said notes 
or paper Currency, shall draw two black marks across the face of them 
with ink, and shall not reissue said notes again, but shall hold the 
same subject to the order of the President.

2. It is further enacted, that the President be and,he is hereby au­
thorized and req- /..ted, at such time as he may deem proper, to draw 
on the Sub-Treasurer of the County of Maryland, in favour of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for all notes or Paper Currency formerly 
constituting the circulating medium of tho “State of Maryland,” re­
ceived at the Sub-Treasury department of said County, which notes 
or Paper Currency, when received by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
shall be destroyed in such manner as the President may direct.

3. It is further enacted, that the President be and he is hereby au­
thorized and requested to deposit in said Sub-Treasury, any sum in 
Taper Currency of the Republic of Liberia equal to the amount receiv­
ed from said department in Notes or Paper Currency, as aforesaid, 
and such as may be ascertained to be in circulation for the redemption 
of the same.

•O'

An Act Regulating the Establishment and Transportation of Emigrants.

Il is Enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, any per­
son or persons coming to or residing within the jurisdiction of this 
Republic wishing to engage in enlisting and procuring emigrants 
of Native Africans, for transportation to a foreign country, shall, be­
fore engaging in said enterprise, >appcar before the Secretary of State 
and present to him the credentials from the Government granting him 
or them the privilege of enlisting and procuring Emigrants, as afore­
said ; and shall also present a copy of the conditions and terms which 
he or they offer for the encouragement of emigration, whieh creden­
tials and conditions shall be laid before the President, and if adjudg­
ed proper and legal, the said person or persons shall appear before tl>‘ 
Attorney General, and enter into bond with approved security, w 
the Republic of Liberia, in the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars, f 
his or their faithful compliance with the laws of the Republic, a«* 
especially with such as relate to the enlisting of Emigrants within t» 
jurisdiction of the Republic ; said bond shall be deposited at the offif 
of the Secretary of State ; and the person or parsons thus comply”’ 
shall be granted permission to enlist Emigrants.

2 It is further enacted, that the master, supercargo, or agent1 
any foreign vessel arriv;: ;-on the Liber an coast, and wishing to ef



e in enlisting, procuring anil transporting Emigrants of Native 
Africans from within the jurisdiction of the Republic of Liberia to any 

foreign country, before engaging in said business shall comply with 
all the provisions laid down in the first section of this Act, and shall 
enter his vessel and cargo at the Port of Monrovia, county of Mont- 
serrado, as the law directs for the entry of foreign vessels and cargoes 
arriving on the said coast.

Nevertheless, Emigration in all eases shall bo confined to such ports 
of entry as are declared such, by law ; passports being in all cases»re- 
quired, as are bylaw provided for.

3. That any person or persons-coining to or residing within the 
jurisdiction of this Republic,- engaged in enlisting and procuring em­
igrants of Native Africans, for transportation t»a foreign country, 
shall recoivc onlj- such persons as emigrants, as shall of their own free 
will and consent come forward and volunteer as emigrants, after the 
conditions and terms-of emigrating are fully explained to them : and 
further, no person shall be received as an emigrant w{p> shall be pre­
sented bound with cords or in any other wwy, or who from fear, 
threatening or coercion of other persons has been compelled to offer 
him or herself as an emigrant-contrary to his or ferown,wi£f and fur­
ther, any person or persons w$o shall volunteer as emigrants, shall 
not be confined in cords, irons, stocks, prison l>oU*e, or in any way 
contrary to the laws of the Republic in relptioH'to rigHTs^f citizens ; 
and further, there shall be no^iousc estabRsltt/yithit the^dVisdiction 
of this Republic, for the purpose of confining*' opkeenfiig emigrants in 
custodyr ' £ . "

,4. It is further enacted, that the master, supercargo, or agents 
of.any foreign vessel arriving on the Liberian erfast,. r at# person or 
persons coining to or residing within the jurisdSrfjpn-’of the /Republic 
of Liberia, who shall proceed to enlist and procure eniitisaff^ot, Native 
Africans for transportation to a foreign country,'cdtitrafy fb tlie pro­
visions of this Act, on conviction thereof before any court of compe­
tent jurisdiction, shall be fined in a sum of notjess^than twoThqjjsp 
and nor more than Ten thousand dollars, at the discretion oflWL 
Judge of the Cojrt dcteriqihing the case, and the vessel or vessels re­
viving such Native Africans on board shall bo proceeded against ac­
cording to the 8th, 9th, and 10th sections of the second Article govern­
ing Navigation Aloinmerce and Revenue. *

*

A 1 reamble and Resolution Empowering iJn-J’resifcnt to enforce a set- 
ewentof Difficulties existing within the JiiriaJfctioifJf this Republic be- 
ween the Naffaw and Padeo Native Tribes, inthe Cohiity ofMaryland

It is Jlesolreil by tin. Senate and Ilotisc ,/ J^pr fiSCntatires (if fhf
Kepubbc of Ltb» rift, i n Lap biturc A'^mbled :■ ,,
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Section 1 That the President be and ho is hereby requested and 
authorized to adopt such pacific measures as in his judgment and dis­
cretion may be prudent to bring about an adjustment and settlement 
of the difliculties existing between the Niiffaw and Padee tribes of na­
tives, residing in the vicinity of Po ltiver, nettr Garraway, in the 
County of Maryland. And further, if on examination of the nfiair, it 
is clearly set forth, that the Naffaw tribe has unjustly dispossessed the 
Padee tribe of certain lands belonging to the Government, in the vi- 

-cinity of Po River, near Garraway, in the County of Maryland, 
which the Padee tribe was allowed to, and did occupy, under a regular 
Treaty stipulation entered into between themselves and the former 
Government of tho State of Maryland, and the Naffaw tribe persists 
in unjustly holding possession of said lands, after every pacific meas­
ure in the judgment and discretion of the President shall have been 
resorted to, to have them vacate said lands, and they in defiance of 
the laws and majesty of this Republic, continue to hold possession of 
said lands; that the President be, and he is hcroby requested and au­
thorized to adopt such measures as may, in his judgment and discre­
tion, be necessary to procure force to enforce compliance on the part 
of the Naffaw tribe, and to maintain the laws and majesty of this Re­
public.

2. It is further Resolved, that the sum of three thousand dollars 
be and the some is hereby appropriated to carry out tho intention of 
this Resolution ; ami that the President be, and he is hereby author­
ized to draw on the Public Treasury for said amount.

t

I

Au Act restoring Thornton Belton to the rights and privileges of Citizen , 
ship. «

It is Enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives (f tl"' I 
Republic of Liberia in legislature Assembled:—

Section I. That from and after the passage of thjs Act, Thornton I 
Belton be, and he is hereby restored to all the rights, privileges nio'r 
immunities granted to all other good citizens of this Republic.

Au Act providing for a National Fair.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of B 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That there shall be held annually a National Fair 
to be held alternately in the principal cities of the several counts )
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commencing at Monrovia, A. I). 1858, then at Buchanan, Green­
ville and Harper.

When at Monrovia, it shall commence on the third Monday of 
December, and continue one week, if necessary, and at the other 
places it shall commence on the second Monday of March, and shall 
also continue one week, if necessary.

Any product of agriculture, manufacture, or art, showing forth the 
artistic skill, ingenuity, or industry of the citizens of this Republic, 
or of the Aborigines of the country, may be exhibited at the said 
National Fair.

The President of this Republic shall appoint a committee of five 
persons, one at least from each county, to be called the Committee 
of Inspection, whose duty shall be carefully to examine the different 
articles presented for exhibition, and to decide on the quality of the 
different articles exhibited ; and premiums shalbbe awarded as per 
schedule following:

That is to say, to the producer of the best specimen of
Arrowroot, not less thaj* 25 pounds, g 2,00
Butter, u 5 “ 2,00
Bull, Liberian raised, ' 4,00

44 Imported, of an improved breed, 15,00
Boots, Liberian Leather and make, 3,00
Bricks, “ make, not less than 500, 5,00
Row boat, “ “ 10,00
Bedstead, u £t 10,00
Bill hook, Axe k Cutlass, of African Iron, 5,00
Boot & Shoe Last, Liberian make, 5,00
Bananas various plants of same, 2,00
Bonnet, Liberian make, 3,00
Blue, Indigo, Liberian make, not less than 3 lbs.. 3,00
Cotton, clean, not less than 50 pounds, 20,00
Coffee, “ “ « “ 50 « 7,00
Cotton cloth, Liberian wove, not less than 20 yds., 10,00
Country cloth, to be presented by tho manufacturer, 3,00
Corned Beef, Liberian cured, not less than 10 lbs., 3,00
Corn, not less than 2 bushels, * 3,00
Cocoa, “ “ 50 pounds, 5,00
Cow, Milch, 2,00
Coat, Liberian make and cloth, 5,00
Cheese, Liberian make, not less than 5 pounds, 3,00
Chairs, not less than six, Liberian make, 3,00
Cow, imported, of an improved breed, 10,00
Eddoes, not less than 2 bushels, 2,00
Embroidery, Liberian make, 2,00
Ginger, not less than 100 pounds, 3,00
Goat, wether or milch, 3,00
Horse, saddle or draught. 5,00
Hog Roar, 3.00

tC

I
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Harrow.
Sow,
Ham, Liberian cured,
Iron, African, not less than 25 pounds.
Iron Ore, African, not less than 150 lbs.,
Leather, Sole, Liberian tanned,
Leather, Calf or kid skin,
Lime stone, specimen 25 lbs., Liberian,
Matrass, made of Cocoannt fibre,
Needle work, Liberian make,
Crochet work, “ “
Oxen, Yoke, Liberian raised,
Oars, pair, “ make,
Oranges, best quality, not less than 100,
Machinery of a'l kinds, subject to inspection, from $1 
Plough, of African Iron,
Plank, not less than 50 feet, Liberian,
Pantaloons, Liberian cloth and make.
Potatoes, sweet, not less than 1 bushel,
Plantains, foreign and domestic,
Quilt, full size, Liberian make.
Rice; clean, not less than 2 pounds.
Rice, rough “ “ “ “ 2
Rope, Liberian fibre, not less than 10 lbs .,
Shoes, Liberian Leathc and make,
Sheep, pair, Ram aud Ewe,
Sugar, Liberian make, not less than 100 lbs..
Syrup, “ “ “ “ “ 25 gallons,
Shingles, “ “ « a « 200,
Stone, Hewn, piece not less than 12—24 inches,
Starch, “ “ “25 pounds.
Socks, Liberian cotton, not less than six.
Stockings, “ “ ««••<»
Turkeys, pair,
Shirt, single, Liberian make.
Shirts, three, Liberian make.
Tin ware, Liberian make,
Tubs, Liberian, “
Vest, Liberian cloth and make.
Wheel-barrow. Liberian “
Landscape or Ornamental Painting, Liberian,
And Medals shall be granted for the best and most practical trea­

tise on each of the following subjects :
On Agriculture,
On Political Economy,
On DomcsUo Economy.
And ou any other articles not enumerated above, exhibiting thjr skill 

ingenuity and industry of the people, premiums shall be awarded ia

2,00
2,0> 
6,00 
5,00 
5,00 
5,00 
5,00 
500 

6,00 
2,00 
2,00 

10,00 
3,00 
2,00 

to 20,00 
5,00 
2,00 
2,00 
2,CO 
2,00 
5,00 
2,00 
2,00 
5,00 
2,00 
3,00 

10.00 
5-,00 
5,00 
5,00 
2,00 
3,00 
3,00 
2,00 
1,00 
1,00 
2,00 
2,00 
2,00 
3,00 
5,00



11

the discretion of the Committee of Inspection, of not less than fifty 
cents nor more than five dollars, for the best specimen. And for 
second class articles, one half the amount of premiums shall be awarded 
and for third class articles, one fourth of the first class premium shall 
oe awarded; and the same principle of first, second and third class 
premiums shall extend to every provision of this bill throughout; but 
no articles exhibited at a previous Fair, or otherwise presented under 
the provisions of this act, aud upon which a prize shall have been 
warded shall be entitled to a second prize, except live stock.

he Government Schooner Lark, or any other vessel in Gov­
ernment service, shall he ordered to convey all such persons residing 
within this Republic, with their products, to the place of exhibition, 

9 may wish to attend the same, for the purpose of exhibiting their 
haveHo^l UCtS’ anJ Sta11 COnvey them home after the Fair sha11

. There shall be in each county a Committee of three persons, 
w ieh one of the Committee of Inspection shall be Chairman, to 

oe termed “The Committee of Agriculture;” whose duty shall be 
pertain and report the greatest yield of an acre of land of any

e,u Pr°‘Uct whatever, and the best method of cultivation.
And the producer of the largest quantity of Rice. Corn, Potatoes, 

tantains, Bananas, Peas, Beaus, Yams, Cassava, Tomatoes, Eddoes,
<ocoa' Coffee, Cotton, Sugar cane, &c., &. , shall receive 

sum of Ten Dollars. Said Committee may also examine. 
tH i erent kinds.of Stock, Poultry, &c., &c., in places distant from 

( place ot exhibition, and shall award a premium of one half the
a ue of the premiums granted as per schedule ht the National Fair. 

psKp “‘e Proper of the largest quantity of Cattle or of Swine in 
of u' , un^J shall have a premium of Twenty Dollars. The producer 
Ten D lb^CS^ Goats, or of Sheep, shall have a premium of

* i'C Pr0<lucer of the largest quantity of Poultry, of ene or 
re kinds, shall have a premium of Five Dollars.

Passa8e this act to the 31st day of December, A. D. 
or any cit.'zen wh° shall produce and exhibit to said Committee, 

a the National Fair, a lot of Cotton, not less than two hundred 
ni- 'v Siuned, or otherwise cleaned of its seed, and in good

‘ o condition, shall receive a premium of Fifty Dollars; and 
ord Pr° nn1, ^W° hundred bushels of Ground-nuts in marketable 
fi " shall receive a premium of Twenty Dollars; the producer of 
hut ,1Uj red pounds of Ginger, Fifteen Dollars; the Producer of five
Mudred pounds of Arrow-root, Fifteen Dollars.

cotfi ft, Managers of the National Fair shall have printed 
the P i *1C ^S*' art’c'es upon which premiums are offered, with 
Mini j 8 and Regulations governing said Fair, and that the said 
citi CC C0P*es be distributed generally in each township, that lii ■

Jens may be iuformed upon the subject.
hat the Committe of Inspection of each National Fair s’’ill
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make a full aud minute account of all articles of importance exhibit­
ed, calculated to give information respecting the best method of cul­
ture, manufacture and preservation of the various agricultural and 
commercial products of the country; and the Agricultural Commit­
tee of each County shall report to the same effect quarterly

8. That the President be requested to use, from the amount here­
in appropriated as awards, the sum of One hundred dollars to pro­
cure Medals with suitable Mottoes and Devices : the said Medals to 
be awarded at the discretion of the Committee of Inspection.

9. That the sum of Seven hundred dollars be. and the same is 
hereby appropriated to carry out the provisions of this Act, and that 
the President be, and he is hereby authorized to draw the same from 
any moneys in the Public Treasury.

■o---------

A Resolution providing for the issuing of two thousand dollars in Engrav­
ed Bills.

It is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature AssenJIed:—

That from and immediately after the passage of this Act, the Sec­
retary of the Treasury, under the direction of the President be, and he 
is hereby authorized to issue, agreeably to the “Act authorizing the 
establishment of a uniform Currency.” the sum of Two Thousand dol­
lars of engraved bills for the use of Government: any law to the con­
trary notwithstanding.

■o---------

Resolved by the. Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
pvb/i; of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

That while the Government of Liberia is deeply and gratefully 
impress ! with a sense of the very laudable nature of the object con­
templated by the American Colonization Society, and would be most 
happy to co-operate in its prosecution, it nevertheless feels equally 
impressed with a sense of the fact, that the securing of the aforesaid 
object s thorough and extensive a scale as the Government feds 
will; -operate in just now, would necessitate the inaugurating
of a sy< ;n of operations that would involve an expense perhaps beyond 
what the Society could afford to expend for that purpose for some time 
to came.

Resolved,—That the President be, and be is hereby requested 
inform the proper authorities of the American

o the o n dcsion to which 'hi Legidaturv have
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come in relation to their proposition respecting the receiving and 
providing for of Immigrants, as set forth in the foregoing preamble 
and resolution: and that should the United States Government be 
induced to stipulate for the appropriation of a sufficient amount to 
carry out said intention, this Government would willingly as<ume the 
required responsibilities, as well as co-operate otherwise ; and further, 
that the President be, aud he is hereby requested to open correspon­
dence on the subject, whenever it may be deemed necessarv.

An Act providing for the relief of Nancy A Woodson and her child.

/f i) Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
tbfic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:— t
Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, the

1 resident be, and lie is hereby authorized to give and grant to the 
aforesaid Xancy A. Woodson a town lot, or five acres of farm land.

- The President is further authorized to allow fifteen dollars a 
sar for the support of said infant child, daughter of said Nancy A . 
Woodson, out of any money in the Treasury, until said child shall at- 
>in the age of twelve years.

-o—

An Act Providing for Auditors of the Public Account.

, 7 ^!J tlie ‘s' House of Representatives of the
epuljfic oj Liberia in Legislature Assembled;—•

Section 1 That from aud after the passage of this Act, there 
'■udl bo three discreet and suitable persons appointed annually by the 

resident, to be styled “-Auditors of the Public Accounts,” whose 
duty it shall be to examine, quarterly, the accounts of the Treasury 

epartment, aud to compare the same with the vouchers filed in that
’ irtnient, and make formal reports, immediately after their ex-

“■'uttion ofeach quarter's accounts, to the President—which reports 
ml be laid annually before the Legislature.
- That the persons provided for in the first Section shall, before 

”7 enter upon their duty, have administered to them by the Presi- 
ut, a suitable oath for the faithful performance of their duty.

11.at it shall he the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to make
' “V- accounts immediately after the expiration of each quarter, and 

e-ii:: the saui ■ to the .-Auditors for examination ; but in no case slffiil 
'• •'< ;s o! accounts, or pavers, be removed from the Department by

"'.Auditors. *
1 aat the compensation of said Au’itors shall be tbroa dollars
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per day for each, provided that uot more than four days he used for 
tho examination of each quarterly account; and that tho President ho 
and he is hereby authorized to draw on the Public Treasury for tho same.

5. That the public accounts for :ho Fiscal year ending thirtieth of 
September, Eighteen Hundred and Fifty Seven, be submitted to the 
Auditors, for their examination, by the Secretary of the Treasury,— 
and upon which they shall make a report to the President, which shall 
be laid before tho Legislature at its next session ; their compensation 
for this service shall be in exact proportion as provided for in the 
fourth section of this Act.

----------o----------

An Act Granting Relief to Mrs. Rachel Perdue.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representative* of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assendded:

That the President be, and he is hereby authorized and requested, 
to grant Rachel Perdue, widow of John Perdue, who fell in the at­
tack on Lexington, Sinoe Connty, in 1855, a town lot or five acres of 
land from any unreserved lands.

--------- 0----------

Resolution Authorizing the Second Section, Second Article of the Consti­
tution, to ba laid before the Supreme Court for its decision.

It is therefore Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,—

Section 1. That the President be, and he is hereby authorized to 
instruct the Attorney General to motion the Supreme Court, at its 
present Session, for its opinion and decision upon the Query : Whit 
is the spirit, intention and just interpretation ’of the Second Section 
of the Second Article of the Constitution in all its bearings and con­
nections ?

And further, that the said opinion and decision, when obtained, 
shall belaid before the Legislature.

--------- o-

A Resolution to Remunerate J. J. Roberts, Commissioner to France
*lt is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of I 

Republic of Liberia in L igisbitnre Assembled;—
Sbc;k».\- 1. Tbit th» Legislature highly approves of the appoi®1'



meat of the Honorable J. J. Roberts as Com nfSssioner to Prance, with 
power to negotiate a Loan to effect the purpose of his mission.

And that the able Report of the said J. J Roberts of his mission to 
France, notwithstanding his mission has not yet been crowned with 
success, demands the grateful acknowledgment of this Government 
for the faithfulness with which h? executed his Commission and de­
fended the interest and manintained the honor and dignity of this Re­
public, which is another evidence of his ability as a diplomatist, and of 
his unrivaled devotedness to the interests of his country.

2. That the President he and he is hereby authorized to remuner­
ate the Honorable J. J Roberts for his services, from the contingent 
fund, by the payment of Three dollars thirty three and a third cents 
per diem for the time he was employed as Commissioner, as aforesaid, 
in addition to traveling and office expenses.

And that the pay of Commissioners to Foreign Governments shall 
be hereafter, until otherwise ordered, There dollars thirty three and a 
third cents per diem, and the payment of traveling and office expenses.

■o---------

Resolution Authorizing the Clearing out of the Narrows at the head of the 
Northern Branch of the .funk River.

It is Ei'.arted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is here­
by requested and authorized, under the direction of the President, to 
make such arrangement with Hon. D. B. Warner, as may be necessary 
for removing the obstructions which have accumulated in the narrows at 
the Head of the Junk River, and which make a passage through said 
stream both difficult and dangerous; and further, that the sum of Seven­
ty five dollars be, and is hereby appropriated to carry out the same, 
and the President is hereby authorized to draw on the Public Treasury 
for said amount.

--------- o---------

A Resolution to Acknowledge favors conferred upon the Govrcnmont by 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of tlic Re- 
iLlic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That the Preisdent he and he is hereby requested to 
nake to the Government of Her Bratannic Majesty, in hchnlf of the



G 'Tvrnmcnt and pi.opl»oi Liberia, their most grateful acknowledgment 
■ if past, and present acta of disinterested generosity, as evinced both by 
the promise of that Government to place in suitable repair the Liberi­
an Government schooner Lark, and by previous manifestations of liber­
ality towards this Government. That the President he requested, fur­
ther, to make known to Her Majesty's Government, that the Govern­
ment and people of Liberia are very sensible of the fact, that the ob­
ject of this manifestation of liberality towards them, is to assist in erect­
ing a sure and permanent nationality, and promoting more materially 
the friendly feelings and friendly intercourse that happily exist between 
the two governments; and that it is the desire anil aim of the Govern­
ment and people of Liberia to contribute in rendering those friendly 
feelings and friendly intercourse more lasting, by a duo appreciation 
of the same, manifested by the putting forth of every reasonable effort 
in their power to bring about this desirable end.

2. It is further Resolved, that the President be aud he is hereby 
authorized and requested to procure and equip for the Revenue ser­
vice a suitable vessel of not less than thirty, nor more than oncthundred 
and twenty five tons burthen to relieve the schooner Lark : and that he 
avail himself of the favorable apportunity, afforded bv the generosity 
Her Majesty's Government, to repair the schooner Lark as soon as 
practicable; and that the sum of Pour thosand dollars be, and the same , 
is hereby appropriated to carry out the provisions of this Resolution: 
and the President is hereby authorized to draw the same out of any 
moneys in the Public Treasury.
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ACTS

PASSED DURING THE SESSION,

DECEMBER. 1838.

An Act to amend an Act Entitled an Act of Duties on Imports.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

§ 1. That from and immediately after the passage of this Act, the 
regular impost or customs on goods, wares or merchandise brought in­
to this Republic shall be nine per centum, subject however to such 
exceptions as are definitely contained in the third Section of the Fifth 
Article regulating Navigation, Commerce and Revenue.

2 It is further Enacted,—That in case of direct consignment from 
abroad to citizens of this Republic or others residing within the juris­
diction of the same, the duties shall be assessed on the prime cost at 
twelve per centum on the amount of importation. And in no case 
whatever shall duties be charged by any Captain, Supercargo, or Con­
signee on the sale of any goods, wares or merchandise.

3. It is further Enacted,—That in addition to the gold and silver 
coin as provided for in the Eleventh Section of the ninth Article regu- 
nlating “Navigation, Commerce and Revenue,”—it shall be lawful for 
any officer charged with the collection of any moneys due to the Re­
public, to receive in liquidation of said dues, good clean Palm oil, and 
good billets of Camwood not exceeding one hundred billets to the ton 
of 2240 pounds, at such rates as may be regulated by the Secretary 
'the Treasury from time to time, which rates shall be posted in tho 

of said Collector.
t is further Enacted That the. Palm oil and Camwood col-

i



letted agreeably to the provisions of the third Section of this A .-, 
may be paid out at the price current or sold for cash, or shipped to a 
foreign country and there disposed of to the best advantage for th» 
Republic ; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasure, to 
furnish the Treasurcrand Sub-Treasurers of t 's Republic with suits, 
ble casks for containing the Palm oil, agreeably to the foregoing pro­
visions ofthis Act;—and the Treasurer and >ub-Treasurers >hall re­
ceive as a compensation ( where there is no salary allowed) for stor­
age and paying out said produce six per cent, on the dollar,—the Gov. 
eminent being responsible for the leakage and coopering,—provided 
the leakage shall not exceed two per cent, on the dollar—and provid­
ed, nevertheless, nothing in this Section shall be so construed as to 
repeal the law making Engraved bills and copper coin a legal tender 
as heretofore.

5. It is further Enacted,—That on all goods hereafter imported into
this Republic, whether by foreign or Liberian citizens, the duties as­
sessed, shall be collected immediately: any law to the contrary not­
withstanding. *

6. It is further Enacted,—That so much of the first and second 
Sections of the fifth Article '"Entitled an Act of Duties on Imports,” 
as conflicts with, and all laws or parts of laws militating against this 
Act, be and the same are hereby repealed.

♦

An Act Entitled an Act to amend an Act to Regulate the Militia.

It it Enacted by the Senate and Haute of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. It is enacted, That there shall be Four Regimental 
parades in a year, in each county, to take place on the Second Friday 
in August, November, February and May. Officers drill shall take 
place on Wednesday and Thursday preceding the day of parade. 
That said regimental parade shall take place in the City of Monrovia' 
on the second Fridays in February and August; and those in Caldwell 
on the second Fridays in May and November. The parades in Edi­
na, Grand Bassa County, shall be on the second Fridays in Februa­
ry and August; in Buchanan the second Fridays in May and No­
vember. The parades in Greenville shall be on the second Fridays 
in February and August, and iu Lexington the second Fridays in 
May and November, and those in Maryland County shall be in the 
City of Harper, as above. It is provided that in the distant Settlements,
i. e., Robertsport, Careysburg, and Marshall, parades general shall 
take place on the days above mentioned, in those settlements, on ac­
count of the inconvenience, impracticability and expense of renehinj 
said parades



2 That withiu eight days after the parades thus held in the dis- 
snt settlements, i. e., Robertsport, Careysburg and Marshall, the 

commanders of the said detachments shall hold a Court Martial to be 
composed of the oldest captain, who shall act as President of the 

oard, with three commissioned officers and two privates. This Court 
Martial shall be strictly governed by the laws regulating the regimen­

al court martial of this Republic, and shall have cognizance of all 
militia offenses committed by privates, or officers below the rank of 
iptain;and may impose fines and forfeitures, when the magnitude of 
ie crime will not warrant a fine of more than ten dollars. And when 
ny captain or other officers above that rank shall commit any offense 
>r which they are to be tried, their case shall be referred to the regi­

mental court martial in Monrovia. The doings of the said court mar- 
al shall be properly made out by the orderly sergeant, who shall act 
s clerk of said court, and signed by the President and clerk as afore- 
iid, and immediately transmitted to the Regimental court martial at 

Monrovia for its confirmation, ratification, or reversal, as in the opin- 
'n of the board may be deemed right and just.
3. It is further Enacted, That all Laws and parts of Laws con- 

icting with the provisions of this act, be and the same are hereby re- 
saled.

■o-

An Act to maintain Peace and enforco Order on the Highways to the In-
nor.

It u Enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives of the Re- 
ablic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—
Section 1. That the President bo and he is hereby authorized 

M directed, whenever pacific measures shall prove unavailing, to 
m-ipel by force of arms, by a despatch of a competent detachment of 
'Wiers, the re-dehvery of property belonging to our citizens and.'tbose 
wer Treaty stipulations with us, that may be seized by the gang of 
' tJers, who infest the path to the interior, so far out as we have en- 
red into Treaty stipulations, and to bring any and all such rob- 
?rs to justice, and to protect the interior Natives with whom we have 

stipulations, in their passage from the interior to us, aud from
’ to their homes, whenever the circumstances of the case demand it.

That whenever two or more Liberians shall apply to the Exec- 
j'e for permission to reside among the Natives of the Interior to car- 
f on business as farmers or traders, or as both, and shall satisfy the
‘Secutive of their peaceable intention ' as well as resources to con - 
net the proposed operations, a permit shall be issued to them in 
., shall be inserted their full names, ages, and last place of dom

■ and they shall have the nioteeti'n ot Government, from the at-
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tacks or interference of Interior natives while prosecuting their bus­
iness in a lawful ano peaceable manner.

3. Tb “ v cnever it shall become manifest to the Executive that 
such Liberians have been interfered with while prosecuting their bus­
iness lawfully and peaceably, agreeably with the foregoing section, by 
anv Dative chiefs, headmen and others, that a commission of two or 
more discreet persons shall, on application to the Executive, be sent 
to the place of the interference, to inquire fairly and impartially into 
the cause of interference: and if it shall appear to be a just cause of 
complaint against any particular party or parties, they shall make resti­
tution of any property wrongfully taken or destroyed .Jand be fined in an 
amount double the value of the property taken or destroyed, and the 
expenses of said Commissioners, who shall be allowed three dollars 
per day. without mileage, during the time engaged.

4. That the Executive is hereby authorized to take such steps as 
he may deem most judicious to call a meeting of the chiefs and head­
men. whenever a difficulty shall exist by which the paths to the interi­
or tribes havd been stopped against the ingress or egress of strangers, 
and to appoint Commissioners to go to the place to inquire into the 
cause and to make the offending party or parties suffer a fine or penalty 
agreeable with the foregoing sections: when if the same be objected 
to and persisted, in, then the President shall call into requisition the 
troops agreeably with the first secton hereof.

5. That the President be authorized, and he is hereby authorized, 
whenever he mav deem it judicious, to lay a fine upon any chiefs, 
headmen or tribe, for closing a path against trade by the ingress or 
egress of stangers. or, for carrying on a native war, without having 
fir-t applied to this Government to mediate in the affair at the expense 
of the parties, or of Government, as the President may deem most 
expedient.

6. That the sum of Four Thousand Dollars be, and the same is 
herebv annually appropriated, to carry into effect the provisions ofthis 
Act; and the President is authorized to draw for the same out of any 
moneys in the Public Treasury

■O'

An Art Authorizing tho Clearing out of the Gracho Fails, Grand Basis 
County.

A is Enaefarf by the Senate and Hour of Reprttentativet oftht 
RtpuUic of Liberia in Lryiilaluro As/nMed;—

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and ho is hereby authorized. 
und. r the dire, tion of the President", to make such arrangements as 
may he naceaaary for removing so much of the rocks aud other obstruc­
tion.- at the Fall* of St John's River in Grand Bassa County, as ms; 
be ncceararv to a afe passage for .'■mall boats and canoes across the «a,d
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tails; said obstructions to be removed from the l'alla on the right bank 
of the River, and the work to be commenced during the presen* dries: that 
the sum of three hundred dollars be and the same is hereby appropria­
ted to carry out the provisions of this Act: and that tho President be, 
and he is hereby authorized to draw on the Public Treasury for the 
same.

•o

A Resolution Authorizing the President to employ A Costa Guards.

w Enacted by the Senate and Haute of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:

Section 1. That the President be, and he is hereby authorized to 
call into requistion and service another Naval Vesssel," to answer the 
purposes of a Costa Guarda, provided the exigences of the Republic 
shall require it; and that the sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars be and 
the same is hereby appropriated to carry into effect this Resolution : and 
the President is authorized to draw the same out of any moneys in the 
Publio Treasury, or to employ any specail means for its obtainmenton 
the credit of the Government.

An Act for the relief of William Harris, Senior, ofthe County ofGrand Bnssa

ht is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ofthe Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

1 hat from and after the passage of this Act, William Harris, senior, 
the county ofGrand Bassa and Township of Bexiey, be allowed an 

annuity of forty dollars, to be paid quarterly; and that the President 
c. and he is hereby authorized and instructed to draw for the same out

of any moneys in the Public Treasury.

■O

A Resolution to aid James Thomas of the Township of New Georgia.

is Ref Led by the Senate and House of R>preservatives of the Re- 
5w“tte of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Phat the sum of Twenty five dollars be. and the same is hereby ap- 
fopriated for the aid and relief of James Thomas of (he said township:



r
and that the President be, and he is hereby authorized and requested 
to draw for the same out of any moneys in the Public Treasury, imme­
diately after the passage of thi Resolution.

o---------

' Au Act to Regulate Taxes and Licenses

It is Enacted by the Senate and Jlouse of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature AsscnMed:—

Sbctiok 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, a tax shall 
be annually levied and paid on 111 real estate and the improvements 
thereon, as a whole, of one quarter of one per cent.; that is to say, 
twenty five cents on very hundred dollars; Provided, nevertheless, 
that all male inhabitants of twenty one to fifty years of age 
shall pay a tax of one dollar, at least, even though the assessment on 
his property may not amount to one dollar, according to the above 
rate of assessment.

2. The President of this Republic shall appoint three or more dis­
creet persons in each county as assessors, who shall bo sworn to per­
form their duty with faithfulness, and shall complete the duty assign­
ed them within one month after their appointment, and shall receive 
one dollar and fifty cents per day for their service during the time 
they shall be actually employed in taking the assessment.

3. Printed copies of said assessment shall be posted at the most 
public places of the several settlements of the different counties respec­
tively, and in public offices of this Republic in the several counties ; in 
which shall appear the estimate of each individual’s property, and the 
amount of taxes assessed thereon, in tabular form; whereupon, each 
and every individual against whom taxes sjiall have been assessed, 
shall proceed, without further notification, to deposit in the Treasuries 
of their respective counties the amount of taxes due according to 6aid 
assessment; and in all cases of dispute respecting the title to property, 
the actual possessor shall be required to pay for the same. And in 
all cases of dispute respecting the overrating of property, the party 
so aggrieved shall apply to the Court of Common Pleas and Quarterly 
Sessions in a summary manner, and the said Court shall, if the com­
plaint be reasonable, order a reassessment of the property in dispute, 
agreeably to the provisions of the second section.

4. Any and all persons failing to pay his or their taxes into the 
Treasury of the County in which he or they reside within three months 
afterpublication of the assessment—the ascertainment being made by 
the Treasurer on reference to the tax list deposited in his office for the 
county to which he or they belong—shall be required to pay the same 
with six per cent, for th • .<wt colle' tion, to tho tax Collector to U 
appoin'^d f r the purpose A' m n *' us collected by the tax * el-
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lector, after deducting six per cent, for Lis services, shall be paid into 
the Treasury, as in other cases made and provided for the deposit of 
public moneys. Said Collector shall have power to prosecute any per 
sistent delinquent after ten days’ notice, when the amount is not more 
than thirty dollars, before any Justice of the Peace in and for his 
county, and in case, of larger amounts, to turn the same over to the 
State’s Attorney. Said Collector shall give a bond of $ 500 for the 
faithful performance-of his duty. Government acceptances shall be 
receivable in payment of taxes."

5. The President is hereby authorized and directed to exercise his 
discretion with respect to the extension of tho first section ofthis Act 
among the aborigines of the country, and shall apply it to them only so 
far as he may deem it advisable and proper. And he is further directed 
to call into requisition the services of the headmen and chieftains among 
them, to ascertian the number of taxable persons under them, and to 
collect said taxes, and shall further adopt such methods to carry out 
the spirit and intention of this Act, as shall be best adapted to their 
peculiar position.

6. The assessment herein provided for, in the second section of 
this Act, shall be made immediately after the passage ofthis Act, and 
shall endure for three years, and shall take place once in every three 
years thereafter.

7. It is further enacted, that the Chartered Corporations, viz : 
Monrovia, Buchanan, and Greenville, and all other chartered towns 
and villages of this Republic failing to carry out the end for which said 
corporations were created, are hereby declared null and void to all in­
tents aud purposes; and that all laws and parte of laws granting moneys 
to such chartered corporations be and the same are hereby repealed.

8. It is further enacted, that the Mayor or Chief Magistrate of 
any corporate city, town or village, as aforesaid, is hereby declared 
Trustee for tho creditors, with a power to settle the concerns of said 
corporation, and pay the debts, agreeably to the corporate ordinance 
under which said debt or debts were contracted,—to enforce payment 
of all debts now due and owing to said corporation or corporations, 
according to the Statutes of the Republic made and provided in cases 
of debts; and all such claims shall be settled in full of all demands on 
or before the first day of October, A. D., 1859, after which time no 
claim for or against said corporation or corporations shall be valid in 
law.

9 It is further enacted, that the compensation of each Trustee 
“by this act created, shall be five per cent, commission for the collec­
tion and payment of all debts due to or from said corporation : any law 
to the contrary notwithstanding



Ln-irtcd by (hr Srniltr inri Z/xkiz 
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•/ 11'firi i> rtiitii'i of {hr tir­
'd-.J,ul l.tbrria in 1,'jtilaturr

1 Tlis: a 5u|. rint>'r:<lent tliall be appointed for each of 
ral counties ■ f this Republic, viz: Grand Bassa, Sinoe and 

ith r counties hereinafter admitted into this Repub-
th'- t 
Marr_ land, and all
lie, wh ■ 'hits shall b • ’<• investigate an ! settle, under the direction 
of th I’r ,i o i.:. all <liffi. ultii-s betw-.-n Native tribes, and all matters 
appertaining to the aborigines, not purely Judicial. They shall have 
the general supervision, under the direction of the President, of all 
publie buildings and improvements within their respective counties, 
and sh dl attend to tin- apportionment of Public Landa according to 
the laws ma le and provided for the purpose, w ith such instructions as 
they >.h,i.l r-tr e. time to time from the Ex cutive. Andthr 
President is hereby authorize 1 and requested to place in the possess­
ion ol the Register and Land Commissioner of each county, a num­
ber of blank deeds tor lands allotted to immigrants and volunteers, 
and ail other de Is properly signed by him as President, with the 
seal ot tlie Republic, with the words in large letters printed along the 
margin "Register’s Department," to distinguish them from other 
deeds, and so place the seal that the marginal words cannot be de­
stroyed without a destruction of the seal: and the Registers and Land 
Commissioners shall execute certificates, acknowledging the number 
and character of the deeds delivered to them in pursuance of this Act; 
and whenever parties entitled to land according to the provisions of 
law. produce authenticated evidence of their title to a deed, they 
shall fill up the blank accordingly, and present the same to the super- I 
intendent for his signature, who shall sign his name officially under | 
the seal, provided he finds that it is properly and duly executed.

Sec. 2nd. The Superintendents for the counties of Grand Bassa. d 
Sinoe and Maryland, and all other counties in which the seat of Gov-S 
ernment is not situated, shall have the general supervisioi} of all pub- J* 
lie officers subject to Executive control. They shall carefully exam­
ine all accounts against the Republic arising in their respective coun­
ties, and shall order the payment of all bills made by and in pursu­
ance of the laws of the Republic, under the warrant of the Presided 
for which purpose the President is hereby authorized and reouested 
to order the sub-Treasurer of each of said counties to pay to the order
of the Superintendent all bills to the amount of------------ Dollars, for
the expense of the judiciary, for the military, for the erection o* 
public buildings, for the repairs of public buildings, for contingent
expenses, itc., ic.; specifying under each appropriate head the amou»:| 
for which said superintendent may draw quarterly or anr.ualy, astb-T 
case mav be.

Sec. 3rd. They shall keep the President fully informed rcspecticil 
all matters generally of an Executive character in their respecti' l

I



counties, and especially of their official proceedings, giving a clear and 
systematic statement of their monetary transactions, and of all their 
proceedings as Superintendents ; and in case of unexpected invasion or 
of insurrection distant from the seat of Government, in case of emer­
gency. they may marshal tho Militia and adopt measures, on consul­
tation with the Members of the Legislature, the District Attorney and 
chief Military < )fficer in the respective Counties, for the defense there­
of, until advice and direction shall be received from the President—all 
possible dispatch being used to give him particular information of their 
condition—to which expedient they shall resort in all matters of „rave 
importance requiring prompt action, when they have no instructions

Sec. 4th. \V henever a press of business shall make it necessary' 
said Superintendents may employ a Clerk to record their transactions 
in the settlement of native difficulties, at the rnte of a dollar per day '- 
and whenever tho President shall find it necessary, a Clerk may be 
regularly employed for each of said Superintendents, who shall receive 
such compensation as may be by law provided from time to time in the 
annual appropriations, aud the Superintendents shall receive such com­
pensation for their services, and allowance for rent of office, as may be 
provided for in the annual appropriations. J

Sec. 5th. The Superintendents of the towns of Robertsport and 
(arcysburg may be continued in office for and during the pleasure of 
the President, or while the public interest m^ demand.

Resolution approving of Executive action in tho “ Regina Creli ” Case.

IJ-’S lj,‘! lJlr ^"atc aml House of Representatives ofthe Re­
public oj Liberia m Legislature Assembled :__

Sec. 1st. T hat the Legislature, having duly and deliberately ex­
amined the correspondence entered into between this Government and 
the several Fiench officers in Liberia acting on behalf of the French 
Government, and also the communication directed from the State De­
partment to H. L M. Secretary for Foreign Affairs by this Govern­
ment do, by this Resolution, declare their high approval and full ap­
probation ol Executive action in the matter, and solicit the Christian 
philanthropy of all nations for their good will and sympathy in our en-
i sXmVn1"3'" nU .,nvAola*e ourla"H against human oppression in all 
its forms, especially in tho form of an illicit prosecution of a system of 
Emigration on our Coast, which has been fraught with the most heart-

An Act prohibiting the Enlistment of Native African Emigrants.

"n''' H°USr ^P^ntatives ofthe Re. 
pubhr oj Liberia m. Legislature. Assemble,/:—
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Section 1. That no vessel .’hall ba allowed to enter at the Cus- 
tom House of this Republic, or to cruise along the Liberian Coast for 
the purpose of enlisting and procuring Native African Emigrants to 
transport beyond the high seas, or to any foreign country; nor shall 
any person be permitted to engage within this Republic or on the Li­
berian Coast in the enli'tment and procurement of Native African Em­
igrants for a foreign country. Nothing in this section shall be so con­
strued as to prevent the enrollment of Kroomcn as seamen on board 
of Naval vessels and legitimate Merchantmen trading on the African 
Coast as heretofore.

2. Any person guilty of a violation of this Act, shal1 suffer the 
same pains, penalties and forfeitures, that are Astablished by law for 
the punishment of those prosecuting the Slave trade: all laws to the 
contrary notwithstanding.

---------o----------

An Art amendatory to the fourth Article of tho Act Regulating Xavigj
tion, Commerce and Revenue.

]t )'.« Enacted by the Senate and Haute of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That friwi and after the passage of this Act, all for­
eign vessels arriving in the waters and in any Port of this Republic 
from any foreign Port, merely to be supplied with wood, water and re­
freshments. or for the purpose of obtaining the services of seamen cr 
Kroomcn—such objects having first been made known to the Collector 
f the port by the Captain or Master—shall be exempt from anchorage 

duty, and shall be allowed to remain in port four days, provided the 
Captain of such vessel pay light dues, and shall do no other business
whil e in port.

2. In all cases, it shall be the duty of the Collector to place ® 
inspec: r on board at the expense of th. Captain, at one dollar and fif.l 
ty cents p( r day. and his board, who shall remain on board during the
nntinuane of such vessel in port, in order to prevent the landing an; 

sale of any goods. wares and merchandise from such vessels. Never.
: k - this A t shall not be so construed, as to prohibit the regtdv 
.. ring of ,-u.h vessels at the Custom House, should the Master q 
Supercargo wish afterwards to do other business.

3. It is further enacted, that at such ports where thero are i
Light Houses established, no vessel shall berequiredto pay light duty 
-*.y laws or parts of laws to the contrary notwithstanding.



An Act to Amend the Fifth Article of an Act entitled “ An Act to esab 
lish the Judiciary and fixing tho Powers common to the several Courts."

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, the Su­
preme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice, and the Judges of the 
Courts of Pleas and Quarterly Sessions, who shall-be Associate Justic­
es of the Supreme Court, two of whom with the Chief Justice shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business, and shall be notified to 
act in regular rotation at the Sessions of said Court by the Chief Jus- 
tice. No Judge shall sit in judgment on any case in the Supreme 
Court, upon which he shall have previously given a decision in a sub­
ordinate Court.

2- It is further Enacted, that the Judges of the Courts of Pleas 
and Quarterly Sessions shall receive each, in addition to mileage, for 
attending the Supreme Court, the sum of twenty five dollars, and fif­
teen cents per mile; but in no case shall the Judge or Judges be en­
titled to mileage when conveyed by a Government vessel or any ves­
sel employed in the Public service, in going to or returning from the 
Supreme Court, or going to and returning from any Courts of Quarter­
ly Sessions or Admiralty in any of the counties of this Republic.

3- It is further Enacted, that the .Indues of the Courts of Quar­
terly Sessions shall receive three dollars per day for sitting at any 
Court out of the County for whieh he is Judge, and mileage as pro­
vided for in the second Section of this Act.

4- It (is further Enabted, that whenever any Judge shall be dis­
qualified to sit at the Supreme Court, agreeably to the first Section of 
this Act, the Clerk of the Supreme Court shall summon another Judge 
to sit on any case upon which either of the Judges had given a decision; 
and the payment of said Judge summoned as above shall be five dollars 
per day, for each day he shall sit, and traveling expenses, as provided 
or in the second section of this Act; provided, always, that no Judge 

shall be deprived of the privilege of sitting at the Supreme Court wheu- 
e'er it is his time to sit: nevertheless, no Judge shall sit to adjudge a 
ouso that he has previously adjudicated.

It is further Enacted that if, at any Session of the Supreme
°uit, two Justices thereof shall not attend on the day apppointed 
t holding said Session, such Justice or Justices as may attend,

* all have authority to adjourn said Court from day to day, for 
Wenty days after the time appointed for the commencement of said

* ession ; and that the business of said Court shall not, in such case,
0 continued over to the next stated Session thereof, until after the

expiration of said twenty days.
, b. It is further Enacted, that if it shall so happen that any 

s.'ociate Judge or Judges of the Supreme Court shall be personally
111 crested in any suit or cause pending before said Court, or shall 
iavc p.eviousl} adjudicated the same, it shall be lawful for the



•Judge or .Judges not interested in any suit or cause pendiug ••• ), 
said Court, agreeably to the provisions of this Aet. to adjourn saiu 
Court from day to day until another Judge or Judges can be cited 
to attend ; provided, always, that said Judge or Judges shall attend 
said Court within twenty days, according to the time limited by this 
Act.

7. It is further Enacted, that the Supreme Court, or Chief Jus- 
tice, in the interiinof said Court, shall have power to issue writs of 
nrohibition to the County Courts, when proceeding as Courts of 
Admiralty and in the exercise of maritime jurisdiction ; and writs 
of mandamus, in all eases when a new trial, a writ of error, or an 
appeal has been denied: or when it is proved that the Judge other, 
wise failed to do his duty, agreeably to the principles and usages of 
law, to any Courts created, or persons appointed and holding office 
under the authority of the Republic of Liberia.

8. That so much of the lifth .Article of the Judiciary appertain­
ing to the Supreme Court, as is repugnant to this Act, be. and the 
same is hereby repealed.

•o---------

SupplumenUzy Act to the “ Act providing for the establishment of an 
interior settlement.’’ A

It is Enacted bg the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled-.—

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, so much of 
the tenth section of .the -Act providing for the establishment of an 
interior settlement,'’ describing the boundaries of the township of 
Careysburg as reads, - The Town proper shall bo two miles and'one 
hundred feet square,” shall be so altered and amended, as to read “The 

.Town proper shall bo one mile; running X. 62. W. and halts mile 
running E 28 X any law to the contrary notwithstanding

----------o---------

Zf is Enacted bg the Senate and Houti of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature -law milled :—

k
Sbctiox 1. That George L. Seymour, his heirs, executors, or 

admini-trators be, and they are hereby discharged from the debt 
due this Government by the said George L. Seymour: and thr, 
the stun of six hundred and forty six dollars and seventy-nine cot 
be and the same is hereby remitted.

2. It is further Eenacted, that the President be. and he is hereby 
authorized to grant to the said G. L. Seymour, ninety acres of land 
from any unappropriated lands of this Republic; any law to th 
contrary to twithrtandilig



An Act ametnlatory to .111 act entitle! •• An Act concerning Elections. '

It is Enacted loj the Senate and I/uttf of Jicpnsentativtt of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembl'd:

Section 1. That front and after the passage of this Act, each of 
the Judges appointed to supervise the Election at each place in his 
or their respective County shall take the following Oath: I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm,) that 1 will faithfully superintend and 
adjudge this day's election, and make a just and true return thereof 
according to law aud the best of my ability : so help me God.

2. It is further Enacted, that the Judges of each Election 
Poll shall, and they are hereby required, on the day of said election, 
to count out the ballot by them taken in, an4 cause a fair register 
of the votes to be made by the Clerk - of said election, and to 
certify said election returns to the Secretary of State, of the per­
sons so elected, agreeably to the laws of this Republic.

3. It is further Enacted, that any Judge, or Judges, Sheriff or 
his deputy, Clerk or clerks of the election, who shall omit or refuse 
to sign the register, or who shall commit or attempt to commit 
any act designed to defeat the intention of the law regulating elec­
tions, shall be considered guilty of high crime, and Misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof before the Court of Pleas and Quarterly 
Sessions, shall be lined m a sum not less than one hundred dollars, 
nor more than five hundred dollars, aud iflay be imprisoned at the 
discretion of the court; for not less than ten days, nor more than 
one month.

d. It is further Enacted, that no register, or return,of votes shall 
be valid in law, unless signed and certified, agreeably to the provis­
ions of the second and third sectious of this act: Provided, never- 
thekss, should the copy or copies of said register or election returns 
as filed in the clerk's office be properly signed and certified by the

Pudges, Shcrift'or his deputy, and the clerks of said election, agree­
ably to the provisions of this Act, said original copies shall be valied 
m law ; and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court, on notice 
trom the Secretary of State, that he has received a register or elec­
tion return not signed, as directed by law, to transmit the aforesaid 
copies under the seal of his office to the Secretary of State, certify 
mg thereon the day and date of the filing of said copy, or copies in 
“is office.

e. It is further Enacted, that when any doubt shall be suggest­
ed by either of the judges, or any other person, as to tho propriety 
[' any vote offered, it shall be the duty of the judges to administer

' lb ' person or persons the following Oath : I do solemnly swear 
or afiirin. ] that I have not this day voted at the election for any 

pciiator, representative, President, or Vice-President, aud that I am 
i'JIls'itutiouaily .[ualified to vote, to the best of my knowledge; so 
r'• • God. 'is! it shall be the . ut v 1 f the judges, to record or

*’ : veiled the aforesaid Oath as taken by the person or per-
rii ■. nid cause the same to be tiled witlftlr. clect?u) re-

T
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turns in tho office of the Clerk of the Court, as evidence against tho j 
partv or parties so swearing ; if said oath be false, on couviction there- g 
on, the person or persons so swearing shall be guilty of perjury. |

6. It is further Enacted, that should any sheriff or his deputy | 
fail or neglect to transmit to the Secretary of State, all of the elec- 9 
tion returns of the county for which he is Sheriff, agreeably to the : 
foregoing provisions of this Act, he shall be fined in any sum not less , 
than two hundred dollars, nor more than ono thousand dollars, at > 
tho discretion of the Court: and it shall be the duty of the. clerk, I 
to report to the Court of Pleas and Quarterly Sessions, at its next I 
Session after the election, the election returns as filed in his office | 
and it shall be tho duty of the Court to examine said returns, 
the returns are signed agreeably to the provisions of this 
cause the clerk of the Court to make a record of the same 
Journal of the Court.

7. It is further Enacted, that all laws or parts of laws 
ting against the provisions of this Aet, be and they are 
repealed.

Act, to I 
on the I

jnilite- | 
hereby j

■»

A Resolution providing for tho transcribing of the Journals of the Senate I 
and House of RepresenUtiWM ofthe Republic of Liberia.

Jt is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Rc | 
pMie of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,—

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of State is hereby authorized and di- ' 
rected, under the direction ofthe President, to employ one or more , 
competent persons, to transcribe in a fair and legible hand the Jour­
nals of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, from the or­
ganization of the Government to the close of the present Session, in a 
book or books to be obtained for that purpose, under the immediate c 
supervision of the Secretary of State, and in such manner as he m»J I 
deem most proper to carry the spirit of this Resolution into effect.

2. It is further Resolved, that in all cases where words are want- « 
ing in the Journals to make the meaning clear and precise, the Sec-1 
retary of State is hereby authorized and requested to have the neces-1 
sary corrections made ; the words which may be added to be enclosed E
within brackets; thus [ ]. . • 11

3. The Secretary of State, as aforesiad, shall have the origin^ I 
and engrossed Bills, and all documents therewith connected or other- |> 
wise belonging to the Senate, and to the House of Representatives, | 
collected, separated, put up in strong parcels and made into one pack- * 
age and labeled, “Senate Papers, Session 18—” “House of Reprcsen-1 
Natives Papers, Session 18—” &c; all to be packed away in good ana l 
substantial boxes fitted with locks and keys and marked, u Scnaj'i 
Papers,” “House of R;pre.-.entatives Papers,” and to be put away u>| 
lip Department of “’’a •
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4. The original Journals and the newly transcribed Journals, 
herein contemplated, shall remain in the Department of State, sub­
ject to the call of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 
or the exigencies of Government.

5. That the service herein required shall be finished and termina­
ted on the first day of December ensuing ; and that the sum of three 
hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the same, 
and the President is authorized and requested to pay the same out of 
any moneys in the Public Treasury.

A Resolution for the Rolicf of David Banaker.

!t is Resolved by the Senate and House nf Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,—

That from and after the first day of January, A. D. 1859, David 
Banaker be, and he is hereby allowed an annuity of twenty four dol­
lars, to be obtained quarterly, on application to the President, from 
the Public Treasury; and the President is hereby authorized to draw 
for the same.

An Act Restoring J. Gearing to Citizenship.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled;—

Sue. 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, James 
iGearing be and he is hereby restored to all the rights, privileges and 
(immunities granted to all other good citizens of this Republic.

An Act to Provide for a State Prison.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Sec. 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
mthorized and instucted, under the direction of the President, to 
ease for a term of years, or to purchase, provided a purchase can be 
>ffected on accommodating and advantageous terms, the most suitable 
juilding and premises that can be procured on the St. Paul’s River, 
hat may be made to answer the purpose of a State Prison. Said 
ease shall not be for a less term than eight years, and not to exceed 
the amount of two hundred dollars per annum ; and in the event of a 
:urchase, the amount shall not exceed two thousand dollars, for the



■•uuding , ari l : lan•! taken in exchange for lands elsewhere equally
valuable.

- Said building, when procured as above specified, shall be fitted 
up ■: -tatc prison, to ai.-wcr as far as practicable the purposes of a
penitentiary ; whither all persons sentenced to imprisonment and bard 
labour, for any term exceeding three months, shall be sent and re- 
ijuir 1 to labour in t!i ■ most advantageous manner according to their 
eraft, occupation or ability as artisans, mechanics or farmers. And 
tor the better employment of the inmates of said establishment, as 
soon as circumstanc'-s shall admit, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
employ suitable persons to conduct brick-making, carpenter’s work, 
and other things of thi- kind, that may be conducted to advantage. 
A competent person shall be employed to superintend the operations 
of the establishment.

It shall bo the duty of the superintendent to make a vigorous effort 
to supply the establishment with bread stuff and vegetables from the 
farm connected with said establishment, and as far as practicable to 
raise stock and poultry, and to employ every means to make said es­
tablishment self supporting and profitable. Coffee nurseries shall be 
early attended to, and the plants, when of proper age, shall be proper­
ly set out on the premises, provided a purchase be effected; otherwise 
they shall be removed to a place selected for permanent operation, or 
sold to the best advantage; and such attention shall be paid to other 
staple productions as circumstances will justify. Cleanliness and de­
cency shall be strictly observed in said establishment, and all proper 
measures shall be employed to effect the same.

3. On failure to effect a desirable purchase or lease, to establish » 
State Prison according to the provisions of tho foregoing section of this 
Act, there shall be adopted such temporary arrangements for the em­
ployment of those sentenced to imprisonment and hard labour, for 
three months and upwards, as may bo deemed expedient, to collect 
brick, stone and other building materials, to erect a permanent estab­
lishment ; which object shall also be kept in view, provided the opera­
tions be commenced under a lease.

4. That the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same is here­
by appropriated, to carry into effect the provisions of this Act: and 
the President is hereby authorized to draw tho same out of any mon­
eys in the public Treasury.

■O-

An Act to raise tho Revenue and to Encourage Farmers.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the R 
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,__

Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this Aet, the Secret:! 
4

• »
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ry of the Treasury be, and lie is hereby authorized and directed, under 
tiie instruction of the President, to effect a loan of cash at the lawful 
annual interest of the place at which it is borrowed, for five years, from 
the date of said loan or credit, upon the faith of this Republic’ from 
any individual or company of individuals in the United States of Amer­
ica'. or England, or elsewhere, or in any amount of merchandise at the 
cheapest possible rate, and not to exceed the sum of Forty thousand 
dollars; that is to say. Satin Stripe. Tobacco, Muskets. Romals, Hand­
kerchiefs. White Cotton cloths, Salt. Crockery ware, Cutlasses, Brass 
kettles, Brass and Copper rods. Beef, Pork, Bacon, Pickled and dried 
fish ; to be paid for in four equal annual installments of ten thousand 
dollars, commencing two years after the negotiation shall have been 
effected; one fourth of the principal, after the expiration of the first 
year, being reserved to settle the same.

2. it is further Enacted, that payment shall be received for said 
articles of merchandise in specie and in produce, that is to say, good 
dean Palm oil, good billets of Camwood, Ginger, well dried Arrow- 
root, Cassada starch well dried, Coffee, Cayenne pepper, Cotton well 
reded, Ground peas, Cocoa beans well dried, Sugar well dried, Syrup ; 
nd at such rates as may be regulated at the Treasury Department 
rora time to time.

,!. It is further Enacted, that in payment of produce, there shall 
e not less than 50 lbs. of ginger, 25 lbs. of arrowroot, 5 lbs. of Gay­
ane pepper, 25 lbs. of Cassada starch, 20 lbs. of Coffee, 10 lbs. of 
'oeoa beans, 1 cwt. of Sugar, 1 barrel of Syrup ; and that the above 
amed articles of produce shall be received only in good merchantable 
rder.
4. It is further Enactod, that all the goods, wares and merchan­

dise named in the first Section of this Act, are hereby imported for the 
exclusive benefit of this Republic, and the encouragement of farmers, 
and those connected with other branches of industry ; said goods, wares 
-nd merchandise when imported shall be so’d at an advance of fifty per
ent. on the costand charges, provided, however, no goods can be im- 
orted without being insured.

5. It is further JMiactcd, flint it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
f the Treasury, to appoint in each county of this Repulic a suitable 
;rson as agent or store keeper, who shall give approved bonds to the 
itisfaction of the Secretary; said agent or store keeper shall respect 
le orders and instructions of the Secretary, and shall in no wise de- 
art therefrom.
6. It is further Enacted, that on all goods sold, the agent shall re­

live eight per cent, commission, including house rent and storage; and 
here the Government has a house, the commission on sales shall be 
ve jjer cent.

$

7.' It is further Enacted, that all laws or parts of laws militating 
gainst the above be, and the same are hereby repealed.

7'
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A A ■'fn iii me Tri tsury Department and Defining the duties o.' 
the same.

A i uio,l l,i/ the Senate and House of .Representatives of the Re- 
puUir.of Liberia in Legislature AsscnMed,—

1. 'I hat tie- Department of tho Treasury shall ba, and the same is 
herby declared constituted, of tho following officers, viz: the Secre­
tary of the Treasury, who is the Chief of the Department, one Comp­
troller, three Auditors, one Treasurer and three Sub-Treasurers, who 
shall be appointed by the President, with the consent of tho Senate.

The Secretary of the Treasury and the Comptroller shall not direct­
ly or indirectly be concerned in the purchase or disposal of any Gov­
ernment Securities,lands or pledges of this Repulic, for their private 
benefit, nor take or apply to their own use any emolument or gain, for 
negotiating or transacting any business in the said Department, other 
than what shall be allowed by law, nor shall the amounts appropriated 
for the pay of any officer be taken in consequence of having perform­
ed the duties of said officer, unless they shall have been first duly ap- 
pointed by the President to fill and perform the duties of said office. 
And on offending against any of the foregoing prohibitions, they shall 
be deemed guilty of high mis demeanor, and upon impeachment shall 
be removed from office.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to di­
gest, prepare and lay before the Legislature, at the commencement of 
every regular session, a Report, on the subject of Finance, containing 
estimates of the public revenue and expenditures, and plans for the 
support of the Public Credit, and improving or increasing the Reven­
ue fron time to time, for the purpose of giving information to the Leg­
islature in adopting modes of raising the money requisite to meet the 
public expenditure; to annex to the annual estimates of the appropria­
tions required for the year, a statement of tho general appropriation 
made for the preceding year; a statement of any appropriations for 
the service of the year, which may have been made by any former; 
Acts; and also to annex thereto a statement of the actual receipts from j 
all sources, ami of the actual expenditures under the appropriation? '■ 
for the preceding year ; and further a statement of the sums remain- j 
ing in the Public Treasury at the close of the Fiscal Year. lie shall | 
have power, under the warrants of the President, to draw on the TreaS'l 
urer and Sub-Treasurers, for all sums necessary for the Public ser-1 
vice, that are provided for by law. He shall cause all accounts of es-B 
penditures of public money to bo settled within the year, unless tb> | 
distance, or the places where such expenditures occur, be such ast'h 
make further time necessary. He shall superintend the collection of tin’3 
revenue, and shall lay before the Legislature, during the first week d j 
its session annually, statistical accounts ofthe commerce of Liberia '
foreign countries, the imports and exports: which accounts shall be J>’| 
kept and stated as to exhibit the facts therein contained in the cleared H 
manner possible, anil so as to show the actual state of commerce an { >

0
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shall make up quarterly a statement of the receipts and disbursements 
of the Finances, and lay the same before the President.
. Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Comptroller to receive and exam­
ine the quarterly accounts jnd returns of the Treasurer and Sub-Treas­
urers, and the accounts and returns of the several Collectors of Cus­
toms, and those of the Pursers or disbursing officers of the armed ves­
sels of the Revenue, as to their legality, and correctness and proper 
form; and shall report in writing such examination to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. Ho shall superintend, under the Secretary of the Treas­
ury, the outfits aud disbursements necessary for the armed vessels of 
the Revenue ; and shall keep a correct account of the expenses of such 
vessels, and report quarterly of the same to the Secretary of the Troas- 
ury- He shall, until otherwise provided forbv law, perform the duty 
of Register in the Department; and, as such, shall keep all accounts of 
the receipts and expenditures of the public moneys, and of all the debts 

ue to or from the Republic. He shall receive from the Auditors the 
accounts which have been finally adjusted, aud shall preserve such ac­
counts, with their vouchers and certificates; record all warrants for the 
receipt and payment of moneys at the Treasury; prepare annual statis­
tical accounts of the commerce of Liberia with foreign countries, for 
each preceding year, to be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before 
the Legislature, during the first week of their session in each year: 
such accounts shall distinctly state all goods, wares, merchandise and 
produce exported from Liberia to other countries, and all articles im­
ported trom other countries into Liberia ; the kinds, quantities and val­
ue ot all such articles exported or imported. The accounts shall be so 
stated as to show the exports to, and the imports from each foreign 
country. The compensation of the Comptroller shall be six hundred 
dollars per annum, payable quarterly.
S 11 shaU be tbe duty of t!w treasurer and each of the
^uo-treasurers to receive and keep the moneys of the Republic, and 

‘^urse the same, under the warrants of the President, to the orders 
all n becretary of tlie Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller; 

the warrants and orders so issued shall specify the particular
appropriation to which the same shall be charged. They shall re- 
T’J!re ~e endorsement of all warrants and orders paid by them 
fiv er-( • i 6 part^ l’ie money, or by the party in whose

°r it is drawn. All receipts for moneys received bv them shall 
int ,II!|ursed by Secretary of the Treasury, or by the Super- 

endent; without which indorsement no acknowledgment for mon- 
re ,rooeive.d into the Public Treasury shall be valid. They shall 

n er their accounts to the Comptroller quarterly, or oftener if re- 
,1 ired, and transmit a copy thereof, when examined and settled, to 
(.K ‘ eiretary of the Treasury. They shall, during the first week 
ciir 'te Se®sion tbe legislature, lay before the same fair and ac- 

C0Ples °f all accounts from time to time rendered and set- 
ol tl t‘lc,n with the Comptroller, and a true and perfect account 

e state of their several departments of the Treasury. They



shall at all tunes when required submit to the Secretary of th« 
Treasury tho inspection of the moneys in their hands. The com­
pensation of the Treasurer shall be five hundred dollars per-annum, 
parable quarterly; and the compensation^of each of the Sub-Treas­
urers shall be two hundred dollars per annum, payable in like man­
ner.

Sec. 5. All warrants drawn by the President upon the Treasur­
er and Sub-Treasurers, and all-warrants and orders drawn by the 
Secretary of the Treasury upon the same under the warrants of the 
President, shall specify’ the particular appropriation to which the 
same shall be charged. The moneys paid by virtue of such warrants 
shall, in conformity thereto, be charged to sush appropriations in the 
books ofthe Department kept by the Comptroller. The sums ap­
propriated by law for each branch of expenditure in the several de­
partments shall be applied solely to the objects for which they are 
respectively appropriated, and for no other.

Sec. 6. The forms for keeping, stating and rendering all public 
accounts whatsoever, shall be prescribed by the Department of the 
Treasury. But all accounts shall be kept, stated atjd rendered in 
the most, clear and comprehensive manner, especially those in the 
office of the Department.

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Treasury shall, with the approba­
tion of the President, have power to make and issue from time to 
time, such instructions, rules and regulations to the several Collec­
tors, and all other receivers of public money, the Treasurer and 
Sub-Treasurers, as to the manner of performing their duties, and 
as to the rendition of their accounts and returns to the Department, 
as mav to him seem best calculated to promote the public interest.

The compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury shall be seven 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, payable quarterly.

See. 8. The warrants ofthe President upon the Treasurer and 
Sub-Treasurers shall be drawn iu favour of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and in such sums under the appropriations, and at such 
times, as the President may deem best.

To meet the public expenditure in, and with convenience to th» 
inhabitants of the Counties of Grand Bassa, S'mou and Maryland, 
it shall be the dutv ofthe Secretary of the Treasury to indorse 
over, together with the indorsement of the Comptroller, to tho So- 
perintendents of the several Counties, all such warrants as may he 
drawn bv the President upon the Sub-Treasurers, and under which 
warr.e.is the said Superintendents shall have power to draw for all 
sums necessary to meet the public expenditure in their respective 
C .u. -; - ; provided no amount shall be drawn over and above the 
amounts set forth in the warrants forwarded to them.

I: shall be the du'v ofthe several Superintendents to examine and 
audit all b Ils and a •■eun: against the Republic, as to their legalit 
fn,i , . ...v. before an order for the payment of such bills an

rn Thev shall keep a correct account of all or
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tiers drawn by them on the Sub-Treasurers in a suitable book to be pro­
vided for the purpose ; and shall transmit quarterly, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, an account of all such orders drawn by them on the 
Sub-Treasurers: which account shall state the names of the persons 
in whose favor such orders have been drawn, and the dates of their 
execution, together with the appropriations to which they are charged

Sec. 9. It is further Enacted, that all laws and parts of laws con­
flicting with the provisions of this Act be, and the same are hereby 
repealed.

--------- o

i An Act amendatory to the Act entitled an Act incorporating Liberia Col­
lege, and the Supplement thereto.

It is Enacted bif the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,—

Skdtiox 1. The Trustees of Liberia College shall have the 
power to locate said College wherever they shall deem that it is 
most proper and expedient to effect the fostered object of the Institu­
tion.

2. In addition to the present Board of Trustees, which consists 
nine members, namely, Francis Burns, John Bay, Daniel B. 

Earner, Francis Payne, Alfred F. Bussell, Samuel F. Mc’Gill, 
leverly R. Wilson, Amos Herring and B. V. K. James, four trus­
ses shall he appointed from each of the Leeward counties : that is to 
ay, there shall he four trustees for Grand Bassa County, four trus- 
ees for Sinou County, and there shall he four trustees for the County 
d Maryland, making the number of said Board of trustees twenty one 
ne last mentioned set of Trustees shall be nominated by the President 
nd confirmed by the Senate, which shall be the method of all future 
ppointments of said College Trustees: provided, moreover, that when 
acancies shall be hereafter filled for Moatserrado County, they shall 
le so filled that there shall he eventually four Trustees only that shall 
le residents of the City of Monrovia. The Trustees for Grand Bas- 
i County are The
.^stecs for Sinoe County are

1 rustees for Maryland County arc
‘‘-aid College shall he endowed with four thousand acres of

-■‘ C one thousand acres of which shall be situated ip each of the 
, Republic; said land to be selected by the Trustees of

?‘*e?e fr°5n any unappropriated and unreserved Public Lands,
". ’^c President is hereby authorized and directed to execute

1 >,u'‘ i rustees deeds in fee simple for the use and benefit of said 
''■'•ctlon. ly ■ or otherwise, as the interest of the Institution may 
’quire.

' j he 1 rustees of Liberia College shall hold an annual meeting 
lime about the commencement of the regular Session of the
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Legislature, to take into consideration all matters connected with tL 
institution iu all of its departments and interests, and they shal, re. 
port the result of their deliberations to the Legislature in a concise and I 
comprehensive manner ; they may petition the Legislature for an al- 
teration of their Charter, whenever the interest of the Institution ap. j 
pears to demand it, in which ease they shall lay their petition beforj 
the President of the Republic, who shall forward the same to the 
Legislature, with such communications as he may be pleased to make. 
There shall be appointed, annually, a Joint Committee of tho SenatJ 
and House of Representatives, who shall inquire into the operations o'! 
said College and the condition ofthe Buildings, Libraries, and evert I 
thing thereunto belonging, and shall report the result of their investi.j 
gations to their respective Houses.

5. That all parts of the previous charters incorporating u Liberal 
College," that conflict with this Act, be and the same are hereby r«| 
pealed -.provided, nevertheless, thatthe Trustees of” Liberia College T 
ami the Trustees of Donations in Massachusetts. United States, shalil 
have the privilege reserved to them of adhering to the former AcJ 
incorporating - Liberia College." or of conforming to the provision! 
of this Act, and enjoy the privileges herein contained, for which thejl 
have memorialized the Legislature, with other provisions that have! 
been connected therewith and contained herein.

-Which decision shall be made known to the President of thiii 
Republic on or before the first day of October. Eighteen hnndred anil 
fifty nine, by the proper officers of said Boards of Trustees, and sail 
decision shall be final and continue in full force and effect until legalit? 
revoked.’’

---------o----------

An Act provi-.line for a re.-vj frem the St. Paul’s River to the Settlemetij 
of Careysburg in tho County of Montscrralo. I

It is Enacted by the Senate a ml House '■/ Representatives of the R,? 
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled

Section. 1. That from and after the passage of this Act, til 
sum of ()ne Thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriate] 
out of any money in the public Treasury, to construct a road from tn 
St. Paul’s RLvcr to the Settlement of Careysburg.

2. It is further Enacted—That the President be. and he is here’.j- 
authorized to have the said road surveyed one hundred feet wide, frtJ 
some given point on the St. Paul’s River, to the said settlement in I 
direct course as far as practicable. Said road, however, shall be openfl 
fifteen feet wide for the present, until otherwise authorized.

It is further Enacted—'1 hat the President be and he is here’-fl 
«. . jthorized to cans til : i put out. a neeably to an A ’•

regukit . .- tc. rcti’o.m iti.c of Public works.’
»
\
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An Act Divorcing John E. and Otillia Julien Jordan. <
It is Enacted. by the Seriate and House of Representatives of the Re­

public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:

Section. 1 That from and immediately after the passage of this 
Act, the Matrimonial or Civil contract of marriage between the 
said John Bradberry Jordan and Otillia Julien Jordan, his wife, shall 
be completely annulled, set aside and dissolved as fully and effectual,v 
to all intent and purposes, as if no such contract had ever heretofore 
been made and entered into between them.

2. It is further enacted, that the said John Bradberry Jordan and 
Otillia Julien Jordan, in future, shall be deemed and considered as 
distinct and seperato persons, altogether unconnected by any mystical 
union of Civil contract whatever, atany other time made or heretofore 
entered into between them.

An Act fixing the boundries of the Town of Robertsport.

It is Enacted. by the Senate and, House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,—

Section 1. '1 hat the boundaries of the Town of Robertsport at 
Grand Cape Mount shall be as follows: that is to say, the depth of the 
Town shall be one mile from water street, and extend from the River 
or the side of the town one mile and a half. The Southern boundary 
.ball be a line parallel with water street. The boundaries of said 
Town shall be ascertained and posted as soon as practicable.

2. There shall be an avenue of Sixty feet on the Southern side of 
the Town, which shall be the base line of the farm lands; and all lands 
aot included in the boundaries of the Town shall be laid out for farm 
ands; but no person shall draw any land on the Cape for bounty land.

3. Persons drawing lands either as volunteers or immigrants,__ theI ------ O--------------- - ------------ VI 1111 dllvo, bile

I person first mentioned on the list shall draw first, and continue in like 
I manner until all shall have drawn.

4. The lands lying on the North side of the Lake may be laid out 
I for farm lands.

5. It is further enacted, That all laws or parts of laws militating 
lagainst this Act be, and tho same are repealed.

An Act providing for the pay of Government Interpreters

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re. 
Ij.uWie of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—
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Section. 1 That from and after the pas-age of thia Act, all 
interpreters employed by Superintendents and Courts of Record in 
Government service, be and they are hereby allowed the sum of one & 
dollar per day while thus engaged; and that the President be. and lie “ 
is hereby authorized and directed to draw on the public Treasury ■ 
for the same: any law to the contrary notwithstanding. _ ■

2. It is further Enacted—That all interpreters employed ini 
Justices’ Courts shall receive fifty cents in each case, to be paid by fe 
government when acting in government cases, and in Civil cases to B 
be paid by the party losing the case.

--------- o---------

A Itesolution providing for tho payment of the Militia ofSinoe County. |

It is Resolved by the Senate, and Jlouse of Representatives of the /u'-H 
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,—-

Section 1. That immediately after the passage of this resolution < 
the President be, and he is hereby authorized and requested to instvjfl 
tute an inquiry relative to the service rendered this Government by fl 
the Militia of Since County in the late war with Blue Barra, Sino® 
and Bootau tribes, by special orders of the Superintendent of saw f- 
County, under the Command of Colonel Dickerson, and also to inquirtM 
into the certificates issued by the Superintendent for the payment oil 
said Militia.

2. And upon satisfactory proof that tho Militia of Sinoe Count; H 
was marshaled by tho orders of the Superintendent of said County am . | 
did perforin actual service under the Command of Colonel Dickerson 
as aforesaid, and that the Superintendent did issue certificates certifying
to the amount due the Militia for said actual service rendered this j® 
Government during the late war in the County’ ofSinoe, the PresideO’H 
shall then cause the Colonel of said third Regiment to lay before hi'-'-K 
the roll or list of the third Regiment which served by the order of the® 
Superintendent, and the President shall cause to be placed into thfgR 
hands of the Sub-Treasurer of Sinoe County a copy of said roll or li>: Eg 
and authorize the Sub-Treasurer to pay all amounts duo on any an® 
all certificates properly signed by the Adjutant and countersigned b'K 
the Superintendent of Sinoe Couuty, aud forward the same to tkft 
Secretary of the Treasury. ]

3. And that the President he, and he is hereby authorized to dra’t , 
and pay from any moneys iu the Public Treasury, amounts due ob ( 
any and all certificates to tho Militia ofSinoe County, for actual ser- r 
vice rendered this Government by the special orders of the Superin' 
tendent of the County of Sinoe, as directed in the foregoing resolution i , 
and that the amount of five thousand, six hundred and seven dollar® 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated to carry into effect the forep’j

5
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ing resolution out of any moneys in the Public Treasury, and the 
President is hereby authorized to draw for the same.

Resolution relieving tho Estate of lion. R. E. Murray from claims neainst 
it by tho Republic.

It is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

Section 1. That tho Estate of the late Hon. II. E. Murray, his 
heirs, assigns, executors and administrators bo and tho same are here­
by declared freed and discharged from all dobts, dues and claims held 
by the Ilepublio against the said R. E. Murray

A Resolution restoring Henry Roadman to 
Citizenship.

It is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Re­
public of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

Section 1. That from and after the passago of this Resolution, 
Henry Roadman be and ho is hereby restored to all tho rights, privil­
eges and immunities granted to all other good citizens of this Republic.

the rights and privileges of

An Act Incorporating a College

( Omitted in the. Compilation of 1850.)

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Section. 1 That there shall be, and hereby is established in this 
Republic, a college for tho education of youths, to be named Liberia 
College; to be under the government of the corporation or the board 
of trustees by this act created, ( four of whom in every case to be 
nominated by the President of this Republic,) and to be located in the 
vicinity of Clay Ashland, in the county of Montserrado, until other­
wise ordered by the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia.

2. That A. F Russell, Samuel Benedict, B. R. Wilson, James 
B. McGill, Daniel B Warner Francis Payne, B V R. James, D.



I' Harris, 11. H. Smith, and th' ir associate?, to be by them chose i of 
this Republic. p'ir uuittoth" provisions ofth first section of this act 
be, ail they her "hy are cons'ituted a corporation by the name of the 
Trus> - <!'I,; . ria (' lh-g", with perpetual suecc-sion of members, t 
be eh !' ■! by sai I . or, •,ration from time to time as vacancies mav oc­
cur, with power toil ■' a vie -president, . ereturv and treasurer c; 
-aid corporation aw l any other olfe- -is 1 hey may deem necessary, and 
to declare the t nur • of their r- sp.-<-tiv•• offices ; to re-move any trustee 
from the corporation horn they may find ine.'pabb; of discharging the 
duties of his office, or habitually n-ciiv-nt of the me : to elect a pres­
ident, vrofes- rs,' tru- ■ - and all other obi" -rs of instruction and " v- 
ernmtmt in said coileg •; to declare the tenure of their respective offices.'! 
to o’ ' rmine their r- , - - - ie dutb.-. ahirics, emoluments, and rc-p -n-! 
tibihii, and to rem- them f. .1 office a* any time for good and suH 
ficie.it cau-e ; to fix the time and places of the meetings of said corpor-! 
tition and the manner ' f notifying tiie same ; to make and ordain suet 
by-law- as they may deem expedient for the government and well-t 
ing of- id c-do'.- and of id corporation, not repugnant, to the lav;, 
of this Republic, and to provid • and maintain all needful and suitable 
college buildings; to determine the course of instruction in said college 
superintend the discipline- and government thereof, ami confer the list 
Collegiate honors and degr,-.- : to have a common seal and all otlto- 
pov.ers and attributes belonging to the corporation aggregate; and t'; 
president of s o 1 colh.-g ■ 1 )f the time beiug shall, by virtue of his o'- 
lice, Le a t as.fi r of -ail corporation and president of the same: Pre 
vided, l.ov,"'.i ■. that until etherwl.e determined upon by the tru.-We 
here, teachers shall be pointed by the trustees in America.

3. That -aid corp,oration -hail have power to take ami hold an vet-.', 
tate, real or personal, the eh at- annual income whereof shall not exo - 
the .-urn of . y thou-; lei dollars, real all the clear ii, ome ef said pre 
erty shall ' applied t - the < n low:,.cut and , -rt of said college. 
such maun r -hall m t effectually promote i’rot. . taut christiatiifiJ 
personal l iety at, l virtu, . the knowledge of languages, and of lil t.' - -' 
and useful ar s and s;-ieuci v

4. That the uuml or of said trustees shall never be less than n'-djg 
nor more than thirteen, including tiie j r. -ident of tin- college ; a may", S 
ity of whom for the time b ing - hall constitute a quorum, for the tram F 
option of any business. And win never a vacancy shall occur in safes 
corporation, it shall be the duty ot the trustees to fill the same with - La 
reasonable am! convenient dispatch.

5. That the treasurer of .-aid corporation shall give bond to tB| 
same with r< spon* ibl • aud approved surcti.s in a sufih ient sum. r-’v 
ditioned for the faithful discharge of his office, and annually, or ofti” j j 
if required, tender a lull and correct account oi his doings theri'"j 
give new bonds whenever the corporation shall deem it t xt i-ho ' 
and at the expiration of his office deliver over to his successor, | 
such other person as the corporations all appoint, all tho books :■ j 
papers belonging to his office, and all odo r, roperty of the corpora:
in hi- h::t:.i- r i rnl-.-r 1.1-
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f, That the three Trustees first named in this act, or any two of 
them, may call the first meeting of the Corporation by personal notioa 
in writing to each member, seven days at least before hand, statin" 
the time and place of said meeting, at which meeting the Trustees ma y 
agree upon and establish the mode of calling future meetings, and may 
transact any other business deemed necessary to the complete organi­
zation of said Corporation and the future government of the same. °

7. That the l’resi lent of this Republic shall, upon the address of 
any four members of the Board of trustees, have, and he is hereby giv­
en the power to remove from office any officer of said College, wheth­
er Trustee. President, Professor or Tutor, if in his opinion the public 
good demand it; and whenever such removal shall have taken place,the 
competent faculties shall proceed to fill up the vacancy. The President 
of this Republic shall be, and he is hereby further authorized, when­
ever he may deem it expedient, to inspect the state and condition of the 
College: to demand to be furnished with an account of its government, 
a list of its officers and teachers, with their names and profession—tho 
branches of education taught, the studies pursued—the number of stu­
dents in the different departments aud of its pecuniary resources.

8. That there be and hereby is granted to said Corporation for tho
endowment of said College, the following described land, viz:__One
hundred acres of land situated and lying on the North west marg n of 
the St. Paul’s river, iu the vicinity of Clav Ashland, Monts undo 
County, and constituting apart ofsaid Township, and bounded as fol­
lows, to wit : On the South West by the Pres aitori :n Mi-Am s.'ation, 
and on the North East by Clay Ashland, on jut'i East by the S. . 
Paul’s river, giving a fl out on said River of

chains _ ’ lin’-s
and running back in a direction corresponding with

the survey of Clay Ashland, chains
links, forming a plot of one hundred acres of land and no more.


