
BOOK III.
STATUTE LAWS

OF THE
KErURLIC OS' LI1SER11

o

AN Act llEGI LATJXli NAVIGATION, COMMERCE AND REVENGE.

ARTICLE I.

OF THE REGISTRY OF VESSELS.

src.
I.iit*i till vessels name and licit pa n ted on hei <tern ; size of letters: to 

have a ll. —register ami seal ng license; tax fee Ac ; Ac,.,................. ‘
None but \r ssels owned 1 y a cifzyn entitled to registry......... ................... ’
Register, bow obtain ; forfeiture of the vessels Ae.. it obtained

frandlently...................................................................................................... *
Vessels lo be liiensun d and described ; certificate of; need not be measu­

red anew..................................................................... . .................................. .
Change df flic umslcr of a registered vessels to be reported Ac., Ac......... ’’
When a vessel shall he transferred, or alt red in form or burthen, a new

register to be obtain; bill of sale necessary in t/ansfers............................
lithe 1'i'istir ot a vessel he lost, how a. -one may h, obtained' 
If tip: is'gister I e retained hv former owner, ho. a new one may be granted, * 
Secretary of tin; Treasury to supply blank i .ers ; how tied up and re­

turns made................. ................................ ..................................... . *
1’eualty for fraudulently obtaining, gorging, counterfeiting, or fakifyioK .

any register, sailing license or other document,.......................................... 1
Officers <4 the revenue may inspect register, icense, A . penalty tor refus­

ing to extabc such papers. Registry officers, penalty for false oertiticatc 
or falsi registry ; lor reteiving greater fees than are allowed bv law: or 
wilfully neglecting to perform any duty in respect to their office....”»

Fees for the several duties pursuant to the registry and license of vessels. • 1
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It is entirhii by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled —

Section. 1. That the owner or owners of all decked ves­
sels, and boats without decks, over the burthen of five tons, 
belonging to this Republic, shall not sail the same outside of 
the rivers and part.- of Liberia, without first having the name, 
and port from which such vessel hails, painted on her stern, 
on a black ground, in white letters of not less than two and a 
half inches in length, and providing such vessel with a flag of 
the Republic ; (Viz; six red -tripes with five white stripes al­
ternately displayed longitudinally. In the upper angle of the 
Hag, next to the spear, a square blue ground covering in depth 
five stripes. In the centre of the blue one white star:) a regis­
ter from under the hand and seal of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Register, and of the Collector, of the port from 
which she may sail, and a sailing license from under the hand 
and seal of said Collector, under the penalty of five dollars a 
ton for even such unlawful trip or trips, and all such vessels 
shall pay a tax of seventy-five cents a ton, per annum, which 
tax shall be paid by the master or owner of such vessel before 
the above named license shall be granted.

2. No vessel shall he entitled to registry, or if registered to 
the benefits thereof, if owned in whole, or in part by any for­
eigner, or by any citizen usually residing in any foreign coun- 
try, unless lie be a consul or agent for this government.

3. In order to the registry of a vessel, the owner or one of 
the owners, shall take and subscribe before the registering office 
an oath, declaTring to the best of his knowledge and belief, her 
“awe and burthen, the time when, and the place where she 
was built, if in Liberia: if not that -he is foreign built, and 
that he is the sole, or joint owner of such vessel, naming the 
other owners if any, and their place of abode, and that he or 
they so swearing are citizens of Liberia, In case any matter 
°f fact alleged in such oath within the knowledge of t’ ' party 
swearing shall not be true, there shall be a forfeiture of the 
Vessel with her tackle, furniture and apparel, or a sum of rnou- 
oy at the discretion of the court, before which the case may 
oe tried, of not less than one hundred dollar-, nor more than 
°nc thousand dollars, to be recovered with cost of suit of the 
poison making such oath.

C Before a vessel shall be registered, she-hall be measur­
ed by the Collector of the port where lu may be, or by some 
person whom the Collector shall appoint : and such measurer 
shall for the information of, and as a voucher to the officer by 
whom the registry is to be made, grai 1 a certificate specify- 
l,1g the built of such vesse l, her number of decks, aud masts, 
her length, breadth, <1. ' li, the number, of tons she measures, 
““d such other particulars rr- - null) descriptive of a ves-
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se , and that the name, and the place to which she belong* arc 
painted on her stern in manner atid form required hv law; 
■which certificate Khali be countersigned by the owner, or the 
master of such vessel in testimony of the truth of the particu­
lars of the admeasurement <Vc. therein contaiued, But in all 
eases where a vessel has been registered before as a vessel 
of this Republic, it shall not be necessary to measure her anew 
for the purjMjse of obtaining another register—except she 
shall have undergone some alteration, as to her burl hen subse­
quently to the time of the former registry.

5. If the master of a registered vessel be changed, the 
owner or one of them shall report such change to the Collec­
tor of the port where it shall happen, or where the vessel shall 
first be after it shall have happened, and shall produce to him 
the register, and make oath that he believes the new master 
t®\be a citizen of Liberia :—whereupon tho Collector shall en­
dorse or the register, and subscribe a memorandum of such 
change "eeifying the name of the new master. Jf such 
Chang* . 1 not be reported, or if such oath shall not be so 
taken tin registry of the vessel shall be void, and the master 
shall -f ,rfeit and pay the sum of twenty-five dollars.

6. •When any registered vessel" shall, in part or in 
whole, be transferred to a citizen, or shall be altered in form 
or burthen, by being lengthened, or built upon, or from one 
denomination to another, by the inode of rigging, she shall 
be registered anew, the former register shall be delivered ftp 
to the Collector, to be by him transmitted to the Register 
who shall cause the same to be canceled;—and in every such 
ease , t transfer, there shall be some instrument in the nature 
of a bill of sale, otherwise such vessel shall not be registered 
anew.

7. If the register of a vessel be lost, destroyed, or mislaid, 
the owner or master ofi>ueh vessel may make and subscribe 
an oath before the Collector of the port where such vessel 
shall first be, after such loss, destruction or mislaying, of 
the facts of the cause ; upon such oath being made.’ and the 
other requisites of registry being complied with, such Col­
lector' shall g ant a new register, inserting therein that it has 
been issued in the room of the one lost, destroyed, or mis 
laid.

8. On sat isfactory proof to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
that a vessel has been sold and transferred by process of law. 
and that her register is retained by the former owner or 
owners lie may direct the Collector of the port to which she 
may belong, to grant a new register, on the purchaser com­
plying with the terms and conditions for granting registers, 
excepting only delivering up the former register.

9. The Secretary of the Treasury shall prepare and trans 
wit. front time to time, to the Collectors of the several ports 
in this Republic, a sufficient number of blank registers, exo
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cutcd iii such manner. ami with such marks, as hgnmny di­
rect; such blanks shall he tested under t he s al ot t he ’1 reas- 
ury Department, to he tilled up by tin- Collectors respective­
ly. The Collectors of each port shall number progressively 
the registers granted by him, beginning anew at the com­
mencement ot each fiscal year, and shall enter in a book, to 
he kept lor that purpose, a memorandum of the issue ot 
every register granted by him, stating the name ot the own­
er or owners, the name ot tin1! vessel, her tonnage, denom­
ination, and the number ami date ot her Fegister; a copy 
of which memorandum shall be transmitted by him once 
ill three months to the Secretary of the Treasury. Before 
the delivery of a reg.ster, the Collector shall have affixed 
theieto, the signature and seal of the Register ot the conn 
try from which the vessel may sail, and .-hall have recorded 
in the said Register’s office the certificate of the admeasure­
ment ot the vessel so registered; copies of such ceititieates 
shall ho transmitled by the Register once in three months 
to the Secretary of the Treasury.

lo. If any icgister shall be fraudulently obtained, or 
knowingly used lor any vessel not then actually entitled to 
the benefit thereof, she with her tackle, apparel, and Itiiiii- 
ture shall he forfeited to this Republic. If any person shall 
forge, counterfeit, erase, alter or falsity any register, sailing 
license, or other document required by this Act, la; shall 
for each offence lorfeit ami pay one hundred dollars. If 
any person shall falsely make oath or affirmation to any ot 
the matters required l»v this Act, he. shall sutler like pains 

► and penalties as persons committing wilful and corrupt
. Perjury.
, 11. ' Aliy officer concerned in the collection of the reve-
»tiue, ortho commander ot any armed vessel ot the Itepuu- 

lic, may, at all times, inspect the register or license any 
vessel; and it her master shall not exhibit the same icii 
required bv such officer ho shall forfeit and pay the sum ot
twenty dollars. .

1*2. Every office; who shall knowingly make, oi be con­
cerned in making, any false certificate < * rsgisfr • ot any 
Vessel, or other false document whatever, u. r tie pun is 
ions ql this Act, or who shall designedly tak • iy oilier or 
greater fees than are allowed by law, or who > hull ie« c o 
any voluntary rewaul, or gratuity, tor services performed
pursuant thereto; and every peisi..... . a vessel w to
shall wilfully deliver a false description of such vessel to oo 
registered, shall upon eouvietio i of any such neglect or • 
fence, forfeit and pay the sum ot titty dollars. It any j 
son required by the registering Act in reflect to hi thee, 
to perform any thing pursuant thereto, shall wiLfuhy 1 "giOCv 
to perform it be shall on couvictiou, forfeit auil pay ' t.iity 
five dollars to the injured in gyi'sequence of sen h ueglect.
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13. The fees for tho several duties aud services to le 
performed pursuant to the registry and license of vessel s 
shall be as follows: For aduieivuring every vessel in ordnr 
to registry, if of the burthen of five tons and less than ten 
tons, one dollar and twenty five cents, if of twenty tons and 
not^xceeding fifty tons, one dollar and fifty cents and of 
fift^oas upwards, two dollars. For every certificate of ad 
measnrolent. fifty cents for every register for vessels over fifty 
tons, three dollars; under fifty tons, two dollars: open boats, 
one dollar; one half of said sum to be paid into the Treasu­
ry of the Republic, the other halt to go the Collector and 
Register equally. For every endorsement on register, fifty 
cents; for every, sailing license fifty cents.

-------o------ —

ARTICLE II.

OF THE SEAVB TRADE.

SEC.
Piracy—to build, fit, equip, or otherwise prepare a vosaet for the slave

trade ; or any way nidiug or abetting suoh trade &e. &o................... 1
Piracy—to receive or transport any African held as a slave, or intended

to be enslaved................. ........................................................................... 2
Penalty—for serving on board a Liberian vessel engaged in the slave

trade.............................................................................................. ............ . 3
Penalty—fer voluntarily serviug on board a foreign vessel do—do—...... 4
Liberian vessels prohibited from every species of intercourse with
slaves.............................. .................................................. .............................. 5
No citizen,or otter person resident in this Republic shall act as agent, or

enter into tho service of any person engaged in the slave trade,...... 6
Gni'.t.v of an infraction of the 8 Secjif found hi the neighborhood of any

slave establishment—except &c. &c.................................................. 7
President—authorized to employ the armed vessels of the Repnhlio to

cruise against slavers, or others contravening the laws.................. 6
Persons—found on board slave vessels, of the officers or crew to bo

apprehended and taken into enstody, 4c &c...... .............. .................. 9
Proceeds of vessels Ac. condemned as slaveis, equally divided &c- A-c.JW

1. No citizen of, or other person coming into, or resi­
dent in, this Republic, shall for himself, or another, either as 
master, factor, or owner, build, tit, equip, or otherwise prepare 
any vessel to sail from any port thereof, for the purpose of 
carrying on traffic in slaves. Every vessel so fitted out, or 
sailing, her tackle, furniture, aud apparel shall be forfeited 
to this Republic ; and may be seized, and prosecuted, and 
condemned in any court having competant jurisdiction ; and 
every person so building, fitting out, equipping, loading or 
otherwise preparing or sending away any vessel knowing, 
or intending that she shall b« employed in such trade, <



NAVIGATION, COMMERCE AND REVENUE. 93

any wily aiding or abetting therein, shall bo deemed guilty 
of piracy, and shall suffer such pains and penalties as by law 
tfliv be attached to the crime ot piracy.

Z2. If any citizen or other person, resident within the ju­
risdiction of this Republic, shall knowingly take on board, re- 
<J&ve or transport from one place to another any African 
held as a slave, or intended to be enslaved, lie, on conviction 
thereof shall suffer the pains ami penalties incurred under 
the last paragraph ci the preceding section ; and every ves- 
sel in which such slave, or person intended to be enslaved shall 
have been so taken on board, received, or transported, with 
the tackle, furniture, apparel, and the goods and effects that 
shall be found on board, shall be forfeited ; one moiety to 
the Republic, and the other to the prosecutor : and such 
vessel shall be liable to seizure by any officer of the customs, 
navy or revenue service of this Republic, and prosecuted and 
condemned in any court having competent jurisdiction.

3. Any citizen of this Republic or other person residing 
therein who shall be found serving on board any Liberian ves­
sel employed in the slave trade shall be liablo to be, and 
may be indited for slave trading, ami on conviction, shall be 
fined in a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and im­
prisoned not exceeding five years.

4. If any citizen of this Republic shall voluntarly serve 
on board any foreign vessel employed in the slave trade, he 
shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to, ami suffer like for­
feitures and penalties as he would have incurred had such 
vessel been owned or employed in whole, or in part by any 
citizen or other person within this Rejmblic.

5 All vessels sailing under the flag of this Republic are 
hereto prohibited from any and every species of intercourse 
with slaves at sea and otherwise, and are strictly forbidden 
to trade with them, in any kind of goods, wares or merchan­
dize, or to hold any negotiation or intercourse with them, 
under the penalty of indictment and hue of live hundred dol­
lars for each offence. . . .

6. No citizen of Liberia, or other person resident within 
the jurisdiction of the same, shall be permitted to act as a- 
gent, or enter into tho employ or service of any person en­
gaged ir. the slave trade, or any person in the remotest de­
gree connected with them under the penalty of indictment, 
ami of being twelve months bound to hard labor in irons, or 
fined in a sum of not less than five hundred dollars.

7. Any citizen of Liberia being found in the neighbour­
hood of ajiv slave establishment shall be deemed f?’l,lt5' oJ,a" 
infraction of the 6th section of this article, and shall forfeit 
or suffer the pains or penalties last above named. But 
•hould any citizen, so implicated, show that, he or she, was 
by accident or distress of weather, thrown into that sitmv 
tjon, the President being satisfied of snch fact, may admit th«
/
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pit a, and order the release of the rumused party.
8. The l’resilent of the Kt public may whenever he shall 

deeme 1 it expedient, cause any armed vessel or vessels of this 
Republic to cruise on any part of tin; Liberia!'. coast or else­
where, where he may judge attempts may he made to carry 
on the slave trade by any citizen or citizens of this Repub­
lic, ami instruct the Commander of such armed vessel to 
seize, take, and bring into any port of this Republic all for­
eign vessels, found on the Liberian eoast ; and all Liberian ves­
sels, wheresoever found, which may, on reasonable grounds, 
bo suspected of being engaged in the slave trade, or other­
wise contravening the provisions of this Act, or any of the 
Acts, of the Legislature of this Republic, to be proceeded a- 
gainst according to-law.

'.)• If nny commissioned vessel of this Republic seize 
and take any vessel employed in the slave trade, it shall 
be the duty of the commander of such commissioned vessel 
to apprehend and t.ike into custody every perstii found 
on board such vessel so seized and taken, being tjf the offi­
cers or crew thereof, and them convey, as soou as; convcn 
iently may lie, to the civil authority of this Republic, ia 
some one of the districts thereof, to be proceeded against 
in due course ot law.

1(1. And the proceeds of all vessels, their tackle, appar­
el, and furniture, and the goods, and effects onj board ot 
them which shall be so seized, prosecuted, and condemned, 
shall be divided equally between the Republic and the 
officers and men who shall seize, take and bring the same 
into oort for eotideinnation.

-o

ARTICLE III.

Ob'THE CLEARANCE AND ENTRY OF VESSELS EN­
GAGED IN DOMESTIC TRADE.

SF-C.
Liberian vessels bound coast-wise master or owner required to 

deliver manifest of cargo, subscribed and sworn to—forfeiture for 
neglect.........  ..................................... ............—........................................... 1

Master or owner or deposit manifest witliin’24 hours after arrival.... - 
Liberian vessel not to break bulk until penalty for neglect.............. 3

Vessels without manifest and clearance may be seized. Merchandize 
net specified on manifest may be seized,—Itemedy, A-.e.................. 4

1. The master or owner of any vessel »ailiug under the 
flag of this Republic, and bound coast wise on a trading'
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voyage shall deliver Io tin* eotlector of tin* pmt from vviiicli 
such vessel shall In* nitwit to sail, it nianitesi ot a.I such 
cargo on board by bint subscribe I, awl lie shall swear to 
the. truth thereof and other matters in said oat It as lullows: 
]--—master or owner, as the ease may be, ot the vessel
called the-------- bound from the port ot-------- win voyage a-
long the Liberia eons', do solemnly sincerely, ami truly
swear that the manitest ot flic cargo on board the said ------
now delivered by me, and subscribed bv my name, contains 
accenting to the lu st of my knowledge uinl belief, a lull 
and just account of the goods, wares and merchandize now
aetnallv laden on board the said vessel--------1 do also
swear that 1 verily belii-Ve the duties on all the foreign 
goods, wares and merchandize. therein specified, lan e been 
paid or secured according to law, and it any other goods, 
wares or Merchandize shall be laden or put on board the 
sa d vessel previous to her sailing from this port, I will re­
volt the same to the Collector, so help me God. Where­
upon the t ollcctor shall grant a clearance ujion u dnp ieate 
of said manifest, for such vessel and cargo with the above 
oath embused upon its back; and if any vessel as afore­
said shall depait on the voyage without delivering such 
manifest, and obtaining a cbaianee, the owner ol such ves­
sel shall forfeit and pay the sum ot one hundred dollars for 
every such oftenee.

‘2. The master or owner of any vessel sailing under the 
flag of this Republic, shall within twenty four hours after 
the nriival of such vessel in any of the jwii ts of entry of this 
Republic, deposit in the custom house a correct manitest 
of the cargo on board, stating distinctly what part ol said 
goods, wares, or merchandize were laden on beard such ves­
sel, and cleared on her departure from a port ot entry in 
Liberia; and, if any, such as have been received on Imanl 
at sea, or elsewhere, during her'present voyage, and sludl 
subscribe on oath or affirmation before t he ' ollcctor, or bus 
deputy, to the correctness thereof : until manifest aboil
have ’been deposited, and subscribed as above, ii shall not 
be lawful for any such vessel to break bulk or land any jnut 
other cargo under the penalty ot litty dollars.

3. If upon (he inspection ol any vessel engaged in the coast 
trade, bv any ollicer of the revenue si i vice, it shall be tmmd 
that such vessel is not iiirnislied with an endorsed manifest 
and clearance ns required by the 1st section of this article 
said ollicer may seize such vessel am! -end hei w ithout d» 
lay to the port to which she belong to lie proewded again* 
according to law.

4- Should tiny vessel engaged in the coast trade upon m 
‘Spt'ttion by mi ctflicer of the lev nine, be found to Imre for­
eign goods or merchandize on board, w hich are ma sjmeitied 
on the manifest of her cargo, saki goods or merehandire
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shall be seized ami confiscated to the government. Never­
theless. on boarding such vessel, should the master, or o- 
thev person in charge of such vessel, exhibit to the officer a 
listot such goods or merchandize not enumerated in the 
manifest, and received on board after her departure from a 
port of delivery, stating the ein-uinstances under which they 
were received ou board, and that the duties will he account­
ed for, such goods or merchandize shall not be seized.

------ o-------

ARTICLE IV.

OF PORTS AT WHICH ENTRY MAY BE MADE, AND GOODS LANDED.

SBC.
Arriving from foreign port, vessels and cargo entered nt port of entry— 

wishing to tiude coastwise furnish declaration of iutentiou—one 
third of duties paid down—tax fee per ton—trading license and 
gen, permit—fee for do: penalty for violating do—report to 
Sec. Treasury—do furnish officer of the revenue- drawback, how 
obtained Sec...........................................................,.................. ................ 1

Ports of entry and delivery......................................................................... 2
Manifest for goods from a foreign port—frm Ac. Ao.—list of passengers w 3
Forfeiture for failing to produce manifest &c. &c....................... ..... 4
Master required to produce manifest, where and to whom —certificate

of officer upon the hack.............................................................................
Penalty for refusal to produce manifest—for false account of destiua- > 

tion Ac............. . ............................................................................................ 0
Officer to make report to Sec. Treasury—name the vessel and master.. 7
Penalty for unladuig before proper e’ntry bo made—except &o. Ac.. 8 
Vessel entered and papers deposited Ac. Ac, within 24 hours after ar­

rival Ac.......................... ........................................... . ................................. 9
Consul not deliver register until clearance is produced........................ 10
In absence of consul, boeds with securities to he given......................... 11
Twelve hours notice before clearance—render au account of goods

landed Ac, Ac—Collector enter in a book all goods........................ ... 12
No goods landed without permit—penalty for neglect..................11
Persons applying for permit responsible for duties—goods shall l««

landed between the hours of six A. M. and six P. M...... ................ Jt
Musi account to Collector tor trade made in harbors—Collector wav 

put an inspector on board any vessel................................................. * J5
Vessel atempting Io depart etc. before entry—master fined—exoept 19

1. No vessel which shall arrive from any foreign Port, 
nor the cargo on board shall be entered elsewhere than 
at oue of the ports of entry established iu this Republic— 
nor shall such cargo be lauded elsewhere thau at one of 
the ports of delivery i Nevertheless said cargo may be land­
ed ou any part of the coast of this Republic under the fol­
lowing regulations :

The master, supercargo, or agent of any foreign veseol 
arriving on the Liberian coast, and wishing to trad® at
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points beyond tin* limits of l’orrs ot Entry .n this Republic, 
shall, upon the entry ot bis vessel, at the custom house sin< 
hetore In* commences to unhide tiny part ot his eatgo, tin 
ish the Collector of the port at which hi* enters hi- ' essel, 
with a written (b elaration ot his intention to trade coast­
wise, containing the names ot the place., at " hieh he intends 
so to trade : ami the master, supercargo. a ag nt shall pre­
sent to said Collector the invoice or invoices o! the entire 
cargo consigned to him on board his ves-. 1, which shall be 
enti red at the Custom House, as a di: '* r eom .giitaen*., ac 
cording to the forms ai d stipulations ot thedd section ot 
the nth article of th s .x- ami the tarill'di.ties thereon shall 
he assessed accordingly. Oue third of the assessment shall 
he paid down, tin- remainder two thirds shall be secured to 
the Government by bonds with good and siillicieii: sure 
ties payable in equal instalments at sixty and ninety days 
alter date.

The master, supercargo. 01 agent atoiesaiil, -bait pax 
manner dud 1 >1111. the -ame annual tax pc ton tor said 
sel as is bv the 1st. section ot the 1st. article ot thi- 
tequired lor Liberian vessels: ami ha shall also 1 >' 
from the government a license, tor each trailing stitm. 
The Collcc-tor shall also administer to th. master, sap 
cargo, or other person so applying lor license to trade coa- 
wise, the same oath that is directed to be administered to 
masters or owners ot Liberian Vessels in section J-t. of the 
3rd. Article o' this net When these provisions shad have 
bi*ti compiled i'.'th.—tie- < "hector slia ! giant -u *
uuyster, supercargo, 01 agent, a general permit lrom under 
his hand and - al ot ollie. , naming the points loi win. 
trailing license hav. been df hied, and at which the s in 
mister, supereargo, or agent i permitted to laud the whole 
or iinv part of the cargo ot his vessel l or each gen.ia 
permit and license so granted, the Collector slnd. reeeixe 
a teeot oue dollar to be paid by said master, snpctca.go,
or agent. , , ,

It shall be the dutv of the Collector in three days a
ter the granting ot a general perm: a: license tor tra..-

visions, to forward 
itt.en report, cnclos- 

la* permit and license 
hereupon bv him granted, containing the name of the xes 
wl, the master’s name, tonnage ot the xcs.-el. and tin. 1. 
ion to which she belongs. 1 poll the leeeip o w it • ■ 
Secivtarv ot the Treasurx snail lurn.sh the commanding 
.lliccr of the Revenue service with copies ot the above men 
ioiu’d papers and documents
The master, supereargo, o. agent ot any foreign ves.-el 

uttered as above to trade coastwise, who may

. - -- - r*   *
Illg stations according o tie* aaoxe 1 
to the Secretary ot the lreasmx,a 
dig the declaration and copies ot

of said cargo beyond the pinsdietam of . Ii«
land

art
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-hall, on the presentation of a certificate to the Secretary 
ot the Tieasury, signed bv the master and first mateof 
such vessel from which said goods or merchandise have been 
landed, and by them sworn to. stating the articles, quantity 
of each, where, whet), ami to whom landed, and said certifi­
cate, also signed by two merchants, if any there be, residing 
at the place or places, where said goods or merchandise were

' mded in violation ot these 
■ »e master or owner so 

*■ , shall, upon conviction
: < o!u »etent jurisdiction, for 

" ad dollars for each and

' fraud Bassa and Sinoe, are de­
fy. Every port of delivery shall

landed and sold; and also a correct account or accounts of 
all goods or merchandise landed within the jurisdiction of 
this Republic, stating the different articles, and quantity ot 
each so landed, and r » whom delivered at the different 
places along the e< f, receive from the Public Treasury, 
on warrant from t’. ’resident, a drawback of the amount 
of duties arising npe - tlu goods or merchandise thus land 
ed beyond the jurisdn ion of the Republic, less twelve and 
a half per centum

All goods or mens 
provisions shall be foi 
lauding snch goods or i 
thereof, before any c ; ■ 
feit and pay the sum of 
every such offence.

2. Monrovia, Marsha1 
elared to be ports of deli 
be a Port of Entry.

3. No goods, wares or merchandize shall be brought into 
this Republic from a foreign place, in any vessel, unless 
the master of such vessel shall have a manifest in writing, 
signed by him, containing the names of the places, where 
ihe goods or merchandize in such manifest mentioned, shall 
have been respectively taken on board, and the places in 
Liberia for which they are respectively consigned .- partic­
ularly noting the goods destined tor each place, the names 
ot the persons to whom they are consigned agreeable to the 
bills ot lading, unless when the goods are consigned to 
order, when it shall be so expressed: He also furnishing a 
list containing the names of the passengers ou board, distin­
guishing whether cabin or steerage passengers.

4. It any goods or merchandize be imported into this Re­
public in any vessel, whether Liberian or foreign, from any 
foreign place without having a manifest on board, agreea­
ble to the foregoing directions ; or which shall not lie includ­
ed therein, or shall not agree therewith, the master of such 
vessel shall forfeit and pay a sum of money, equal to the 
value of the goods not included in the manifest: and all 
such merchandize not included in the manifest, belougiug 
or consigned to, the supercargo, master, mate, officers or 
crew ot such vessel, shall he forfeited, unless it be made to 
appear to the satisfaction of the Collector, or to the sa <"/ 
faction of the court before which a trial shall be had, cons,
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cerning said goods, that no part of the cargo had been un­
shipped since first taken on ltoard, except such as shall 
have been particularly specified and accounted for in the 
report ol the master to flic collector, and that the manifest 
had been lost or mislaid without fraud or collusion, or that 
they were defaced by accident, or incorrect by mistake 
when the forfeiture shall not be incurred.

5. The master of every such vessel laden with goods or 
merchandize, and bound to any port in this Republic, shall 
on this arrival witldu four leagues of the coast, or within 
any of the bays, harbors, ports or rivers thereof, upon de­
mand, produce the manifest which he is required to have, 
to such officer ot the customs or revenue service, as shall 
first comeon board for inspection : and shall deliver to him 
true copies thereof, which shall be provided and subscrib­
ed by the master. The officer to whom the original mani­
fest shall have been so produced, shall certify upon the 
back thereof that it was so pioduced, and the (lay and year 
on which it was so produced, and that such copies were to 
him delivered and by him examined with the original man­
ifest.

6. If the master of a vessel so laden, and bound to any 
place in this Republic, shall not upon his arrival within lour 
leagues of the coast, or within the limits of any port of de­
livery thereof, where the cargo of such vessel or any part 
thereof is intended to be discharged, produce the manifest 
heretofore required, to the proper officer upon demand there­
of, and deliver such copies in each case : or shall not do 
liver an account of the true destination of such vessel, which 
he is required to do upon request of such officer ; or give 
a false account of such destination of the manifest, such 
master shall forfeit for every such neglect, refusal, or of­
fence a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars.

7. The officer who y apply to the master having the
charge or command < ’ -;ru \essel, respecting any oi the 
loregoiug provisions, a In shall not receive full satis­
faction therein, si. ii i. ,rn in writing of the name
of the vessel and uiastei .mending in auy or all of the 
particulars required, immediately, or as soon utter as possible, 
to the Secretary of the Treasury.

8. If after the arrival of auy such vessel so laden with 
goods or merchandize within the jurisdiction ot this Repub­
lic, any part of the cargo of such vessel shall be unladen 
for any purpose whatever, before she come to the proper 
place lor the discharge of her cargo, or some part thereof, 
and be there duly authorized by the proper officer ol tko 
customs to unlade the same—the master of such vessel shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars lor each of­
fence, and the goods or merchandize so unladen shall be for­
feited—excepting in the ease ot some unavoidable accident,
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necessity or distress of weather ; ot w hieh the master of snol| 
vfcssel shall give notice to, and. together with two or n e 
of the officers or crew on hoard such vesse1, shall make 
proof ujron oath before, the Collector of the district within 
the limits of which, such accident, necessity, or distress 
shall happen.

9. The master of any foreign vessel anchoring in the 
port of this Itepublie, shall, within twenty lour lioprs from 
the time ot his anchoring, enter his vessel at the Custom 
llonse, by exhibiting bis register or other documents in 
lien thereof, together wit h the clearance and other papers 
granted by the officers ot the Customs, at her departure 
lrom the port from which she may have arrived ; and it 
said master has- not before exhibited his manifest and 
furnished copies thereof js required by the 5th section 
of this Article, he shaii.on the entiy ot his vessel, exhibit 
to the Collector a collect manliest of the cargo on boat'd 
his vessel, and lurt:i>b th • Collector a copy ot sach man- 
itest subscribed In said master, and eertitied by the lbl 
lowing oath, to be idi :n.stored by the Collectoi, copy 
You do solemnly sweat in the presence ot Almighty God, 
that the niauiti s of cargo now exhibited by you. is a just 
and true account of the goods and merchandize ou board
of your vessel called the--------according to the best of yotn'
knowledge and belief. All articles ot cargo not specified 
in be manifest shall be liable to seizure and confiscation- 
Id mnio-'t s > dolivcied shall be tiled in the office ot the * ’«»!• 

let tor, to be exhibited in evidence against said vessel, should it 
after w ir I appear that there are other goo Is or me.chan li/.eoH 
board ; ortnat goo s have been landed trom such vessel, net 
specified in raid manifest. Until sncli entry ha- been made, and 
verified as above, it snail net be lawful tor said vessel to coni- 
meiee to un'iidc any pint of the eat goon board, under the peua- 
ty of the reizuie of - -li goods so landed, and a line of one 
hundred dollars, rceoveraldc from tiie master so oll'ending •' 
atxl It sb dl be ti e duty of the master within twentyfonr hours 
ait- ’sine n ry.to dopes t the paper mentioned in the first 
pa f i r 1 tdthis section, wit,It the consul or v ice consul of 
tin ; « a to which the vessel belongs, anti to deliver to the 
Colic tor it certilirate ot such consul, or vice coiinsui thnt 
theyhave been so de posited, and such master who shalll tail 
to comply withthis regulation, shall, ujron convictin'1 
thereof before any court of eotnpeti-iit jurisdiction, beamed 
in a sum not less than one hundred dollars.

10. No foreign consul shall deliver to the master of tiny 
foreign vessel tin, register and other papers deposited with 
him pursuant to the 9th section of this article, until such 
master shall produce to him it clearance, in due form, froiu
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|li^ Collector of the port whore such vessel lias been entered 
tin.l am consul, or vice consul offending ngatnst this pro­
vision Khali niton conviction thereof before the supreme 
Court’o' this Republic, be fined nt the discretion nt the 
Mid court, in a sun. not less than live hundred dollnrs.

11 Where there is no consul, or vice consul, or other a- 
Rent resident in l.ibe.la to represent a nut ion every mas­
ter ot a vessel belonging to sm-li nation, shall, before he 
commence to unlade or land any part of his eat go, g,vi 
securetv to the Collector, either by the deposit of fundsm 

>d securities to ensure tie* 
r attempt to resist, or vio- 
i te commerce.

ri a vessel* having transac
„ of this Republic, shall give at the 
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12. The master of evci 
ted business in the p its • 
Custom Il<eise a' ’*•••-: 1 wi 
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Collector : You do so i

rem
flo

mighty (b> i, 
Custom Ibi 
Otliel goods 
best ot your 
Collector sli 
•'aiding then
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i>

the lis 
a iust

■i

, elearanee. It shall be the duty ot 
ruder into the Custom House, up- 

just account of the amount of 
iduee received on board ; staling the 
qualities ot each kind, as well as the 
vho are about to take passage m his 

vessel : all Of vvt.i •!, state,,,eats shall bo regularly entered by 
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specie and African pi 
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to
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«aid permit. No goods or merchandize shall bo landed from 
any vessel before the hours of six o’clock iu the morning 
nor after six, past meridian, under a fine ot twenty dol 
lnrs recoverable from the master, and the forfeiture of the 
goods so landed in each and every case.

15. No trade shall be made in the harbors of this Re­
public between foreigners and foreigners, nor between 
foreigners and citizens, without accounting to the Collec­
tor of the nort where such trade has been made, for the 
duties arising ou the goods so traded 5 any master, sit 
percai go, or others so offending, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of fifty dollars for each offence. The Collector may, 
whenever he shall deem it to be necessary for the security 
ot the revenue, put an inspector of the customs on board 
any vessel, fo remain on board until such vessel shall 
Shall have cleared at the Custom House, and if any mas­
ter shall refuse to receive an inspector of the customs on 
board, he shall forfeit aud pay the sum of oue liuudred 
dollars-

16. If any vessel, which shall have arrived within the 
limits of any port ot entry of this Republic, from any for 
eign place shall depart, or attempt to depart therefrom 
after having remained in port twenty-four hours, before 
report of entry shall have been made by the master oj 
such vessel shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred 
dollars ; any Collector or other officer of the customs, or ho 
commander of any commissioned vessel of this Io- 
public, may arrest and bring back, or caused to be Jar- 
rested and brought back such vessel to the port whence 
she sailed, to be proceeded against according to law-. Bat 
jf it shall bo made to appear by the oath of the master, or 
person next in command, or other sufficient proof to the 
satisfaction of the Collector, or to the satisfaction of the 
Court, iu which the prosecution for sueli penalty may he 
had that the departure, or attempt to depart, was occasioned 
by distress of weather, pursuit, or duress of enemies, or oth­
er necessity, the penalty shall not be incurred.

--------o--------

ARTICLE V.

OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS,

JJogular doty............. ..................................................................................
Jjxtra duty oti consignments—verification of invoices or coBt of goods

method of securing duties on direct consignments—time aliowed 
for payment of duties—assessments of duties on goods lauded froiu
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transient trailers......................................................................................... •
Special duty.................................................................................... ■'
Exceptions in favor of immigrants&c.,................................................... 4
Anchorage and light duty.......................................................................  —.

1. The regular impost or customs on goods, wares' oV 
merchandize, brought iirfo this Republic, shall be six per cen­
tum, subject however, to such exceptions as are provided in 
the following section.

2. In cases of direct consignment from abroad to citizens 
of this Republic, or other persons residing within the jurisdic­
tion of the same, the duties shall be assessed on the prime 
cost, with an additional charge to the regular impost or cus- 
toij, of two per centum on the amount ot infportattons, to be 
called an extra duty, shall be clearly distinguished, and kept 
distinct by the Collector, in a book to'be kept lor the purpose,- 
in such manner, as mav be directed by the Secretary ot tho 
Treasury. The citizens of the RcpifWic, or othler persons re­
siding within the same, who may receive direct consignments
from abroad, shall, on jwesenting their invoices on which duties *
are to be assessed, make oath that such invoices invoice or presen- 
ted, exhibit the prime cost of all goods and merchandize there- 
in named, and the duties shall be assessed on the amounts of each .
invoice. The method of securing duties on direct importa­
tions, shall be the same as is directed in the case of masters 
Zif foreign vessels iu the eleventh section of the fourth Article 
\nf this Act—excepting nevertheless, that when the duties 

«/hall amount to one hundred dollars, twenty days shall he al­
lowed for the payment of the same; when to two hundred 
dollars, forty days shall be allowed, and when over two hund­
red dollars, sixty, davs shall be allowed. 1 he Collector re­
taining the bond or other deposit for the faithful payment of 
the same. The actual sales by all masters, or supercargoes ol 
transient vessels, shall be the base of assessment of the duties 
to paid by them.

3. But all machinery, scientific apparatus, books, horticul­
tural and agricultural implements, seeds ami specimens, mate­
rials of every description to be used for school-houses or col­
leges, book-eases, desks, seats for the use of schools—dona­
tions of ready made clothing or materials forclothiug, when 
gratutuitously distributed, common house-furniture, and uten­
sils for charitable institutions ol learning, shall be admiited 
free of duty. But should any of the articles excepted from 
duty under this section, 1>C fraudlently brought into this Re­
public ; or should all or any part of the same having bc«u 
brought into this Republic umler this excepting provision, b» 
otherwise appropriated or applied, than as above stated, tJicti 
and in that case, the same shall be subject to the like dwt v •
as articles of a similar kind when brought in for trade : m«( 
any person or persons who shall be proven guilty of any surfi 
tortuous application of the said excepted »itieles. or any pw

<8__
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lion thereof, without first giving notice to the Collector ari l 
paying the regular ditties, shall forfeit and pay a sum of net 
less than fifty, nor more than two hundred dollars, to he levied 
and collected under authority of any court of competent ju­
risdiction, and all the articles thus fra idlently and tortuously 
applied shall he forfeitisl to this Republic.

t. All foreign vessels coming to anchor in any port, or har­
bor id' this Republic, shall pay an anchorage and light hoiisri 
duty of tifteen dollars; vessels shall be compelled to pay 
light house duty at ports only, where there is a light establish­
ed and kept up ; and when a vessel has paid the lawful anchor­
age at any one port, she shal not be held liable to pay such an­
chorage at any other poft of the Republic during the sauitl 
v oy age.

o

ARTICLE VI

or THE CASES IN WHICH DRAWBACKS SHALL l’.E ALLOWED

Goods, bow lalidul marked and numbered; and resb pjied within three 
years

section 1. Masters, supercargoes or others, who may 
wish to land and leave goods or merchandize in any of the 
ports of entry of the Republic, for sale or storage, shall be 
permitted to do so under the following regulations : The Col­
lector, or his deputy, shall personally superintend the landing 
of all such goods, mark or otherwise note the packages, ami 
record in a book the marks and contents of each package, as 
soon as said goods or merchandize are lauded ; the Collector 
shall immediately assess the duties arising on said goods or 
merchandize, which full amount of duties shall be paid or se­
cured by bond as specified ill the eleventh section of the fourth 
article of this Act, on all articles thus landed,—ardent spirits 
<fcc., mentioned in the third article of this Act excepted ;— 
1’roviddl‘t" however, that if he said articles are unsold, and 
re-shipped in the same unb packages, and sent beyond
the limits of the Republic w. '■ > t eo years front the date of 
the landing ; the Collector sk i! gi ve a certificate to the ship' 
per certifying the same, which certificate when countersigned 
by the Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer, shall entitle the shipper 
to receive hack three fifths of the duties paid or. the goods or 
merchandize so shipped beyond the limits of the Republic- 

1 he Collector shall be entitled to a fee of one dollar and fifty 
cents per diem for all services rendered under the provision* 
of this section.
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AKTK LE VII.

or eoeeiga seamen and passengers.
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ARTIt I.E VIII.

OF LICENSES, COMMISSION, RETAIL, Ac. &c

Unlawful to trade without license price of do........................................ 1
Exception to this......................................................................................... t!
Method of obtaining license...................................................................— 3

1. It shall be unliw fo: any citizen, or other person 
within this Republic, to s <> barter any goods, merchan­
dize, or vendible pro" tic, or transact business tor any 
foreign iinporrei merchant. master, supercargo or owner, on 
commission, without tirst having obtained a commission 
merchant’s license, In: which lie shall pay a tax of fifteen 
dollars per annum: nor snail any licensed commission 
merchant, as such, either b himselt or another, deal, trans, 
act business, or bai ter, o her than in the legal wholesale 
■way: and each retailer shad pay a tax ot twelve dollars pet 
annum.

In no case shall a license comprehend more than one place 
ot business: auy person oi persons, however, may obtain 
special license lor as many places as be or they may clu ose. 
Any person or persons wishing to canyon the business of 
auctioneer, shall pay a tax ot sixleeu dollars per annum. No 
person or persons whatsoever, within this Republic, shall 
engage in commission or auction business, or trade or trallick 
by selling goods oi merchandize for gain, in anv wav or 
manner, without first complying with the above provisions, 
under a penalty of fifty dollars tor the first offence, and for 
the second, double the amount.

2. Nothing in the proceeding section shall prevent any 
laborer or mechanic, from exchanging other products o 'h s 
labor, oi any farmer the products of his farm, for artn 
necessary lor the consumption of bis family; and also 
camwood, ivory or other produce, provided always, such ex­
changes shall be made at the borne of the individu,] » 1 
ing them, or with tie- no- --bant at his store.

3. The method ot 
of this Article, shall 
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of September in each year ;—nevertheless, should auy per­
son or persons apply for linens- after the commencement ot 
the fiscal year, which is understood to commenceon the first 
of October; such person or persons so applying, shall be re­
quired to pay ouly a just ratio of the uuexpircd term of one
year.

4 Any person or persons accused of receiving goods, 
wares, or merchandize in the jurisdiction ot this Republic, 
on which the tariff duties have not been paid; oi in other- 
words, smuggling into the Republic, any goods, or articles 
chargeable with duties, sh ill be subject to have the said ar­
ticles seized by the Collector; and on conviction thereof the 
same shall be sold for the benefit of th Republic; d the per­
son or persons, iu whose possession suah goods, or articles 
may be found, knowing the. same ' h ive Imati smuggled in 
lo the Republic, shall forfeit and pay fourfold the \ vine of 
the articles so smuggled, or be committed to the common 
jail, there to be kept in close confinement until the said 
penalty, with cost of collection shall be paid.

o

ARTICLE IX.

OF DUTIES COMMON TO OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS.

8EC.
Duties of Officers—Secretary of the Treasury, C ollcetor, Wharfinger 

ami Attorney General 1 to.................................... .............. ••••.............. 5
Penalties for forcibly resisting an officer in tin- .i -ch •• of his duty 1
Penalties for failing to collect noiuj when due... ......................... fi
Duos to government in what to lx paid. Penalties and pains for

violating this act.........................................................................................8 H

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary <*f the Treasury 
to see that the Navigation, Commerce, anil Revenue laws, are 
faithfully and promptly executed, lie shall under the direc­
tion of the President of the Republic, ? "periutend the collec­
tion of the revenue arising from imposts, licenses «tc. lie shall 
issue all orders necessary to be given t > the olticers, who may 
be engaged in collecting the revenue ; he may from time to 
time, require all Collectors to render in their accounts, and 
demand front them, ami all other persons engaged in the rev­
enue s.-rvice, all such itnor nation, touching the revenue, as 
yety be deemed desirable fortlie department to have, and make 
atty arrangements compatible with the sp rit ot this Act;
J 2. It shall be the duty of the Collectors of Customs to 
board every foreign vessel anchoring within the limits of 
their ports,' before such vessel has had nay communication 
with the shore, aud on failure thereof, shall’ pay the sum of
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ten dollars. They shall furnish the mas'er 
charge of such vessel, with a cop • of the 
for which he shall receive t'v nt vin e ceirt 
neglect to tarm-h said port regulatiot’s, »! 
sum of live dollars. They shall snlier t 

pari of her cargo, unauthorized 1 ,e r:r. •
ty of twenty-live dollars, ’l ie y shall keep 
provided for that purpose, an accurate ac

or ottser person m 
port regulations, 

s t .aid for every 
shall pay the 

d to unlade any 
. under the penal* 

n a book to be 
or.nt of the arrival

and departure ol all vessels, and all pa set gers coining to, or 
going from their respective port : and the imports and ex 
ports received or shipped act av. It shall also be their dutv 
to enforce the collection of duties before the departure of 
any vessel fro.n which sums may be claimed ; anil for every 
neglect, they shall forfeit and pay the sir
dollars, They shall make a full re*or o :

' of ue hundred 
■ mauers and 
t ach quarter, 

tto -ver monies 
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: tin of twenty- 
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things connected with their (•dice at tin c!c 
and nay over to the Treasurer aid >. 
may have come into their bands, • ad it. 
make a report, they shall forfei’ ti
live dollars. The Collectors of (. 
commission of eight per centum n - ■ r.
them.

». It shall be the special dut At. noy General to
see that the license law as sp< .'ifie i in th ? mii Article of this 
Act, is strictly observed. Should he fail to rosecute anv 
person or persons to his knowledge vomiting the provisions 
of said law, he shall f„r t tell ease, f rfeit and pav the sum 
of twenty dollars.
4. If anv person shai. forcibly res!. . prev; nt, or impede anv 
oiiieer ol the customs or revenue service, ot anv person assist- ' 
ing him in ; he execution of Is duty, ue shall’ for every of­
fense be lined in a sum of not less ’hat. fifty dollars.

5. Tn all eases where an officer or other person, charged 
with the collection of money dut tin Republic, shall fail 
through neglect, to accomplish h< .‘.me, execution shall be 
issued against and his t :retie.- imm liatelv ; and all offi­
cers neglecting • - fi sing fo pay over monies collected on ac­
count ot the Rep i...?, sh;-' >e subject tea summary process 
for the recovery >1 ..ouh. tite amotit.! claimed at his hands, 
to be levied on ar. /good , or property, belonging to him.

C. Shorn1 any master, sunerev to, or other person in com­
mand of any foreign, vessel, refits, ,o pay the established dues 
authorized to V e. Iks fe r, in sat , vessel, or refuse to pav 
any fine which may be imp, wd on hit by due course of law’, 
for any infraction of the revenue law this Republic, the
vessel, or the vessel and cargo, wl.eiothe ca co is owned by, 
or consigned to said master, supercargo or .tier person (u 
command of said vess 1 shall be li d,. 1 same : and the
Collector, Marshal, or other officer wi.. ■.< : it may he to
collect such dues or fines, shall proceed to seil so much of
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tin? same, < r anv part thereof, ns mac he necessary to satisfy 
the ani iuir • f t ■ • s o’- fir. --uidmany additiomu
expense which may be incurred in ni t dug such sale.

7. It shall he tlie duty of the < fiieers of the Customs or any 
commander of anv commission* <1 vessel ol this Republic, to 
arte-t. or cause to be arn-s-. d and brought to any convenient 
port of entrv, anv vessels found upon the Liberian coast con­
travening this Act.

8- Ail penalties and forfeitures, which may be incurred for 
offences against this A'-i, shall be sued for, and recovered 
with cost of suit in the name of the Republic of Liberia. All 
vessels ami g ""Is which shall so become lorteitcd, shall he 
Seized. libelled, and prosecuted in tiie proper court having 
cognizance-thereof ; such court, shall cause fitteen days’no­
tice to be fciver. of such ,-t izure and libel, with the order < f the 
court tl < icon, setting forth the time and. place appointed for 
trial, to be inserted in some newspaper pul lished mar the place 
of seizure, of such there be, and also by posting up the same 
in tlie most public manner for fifteen days, at. or near the 
place of trial, if no person shall appear to claim such vessel or 
goods within that time, she or they shall be adjudged lorteitcd; 
but if anv person shall, before such judgment, appear and claim 
—the court shall hear ami determine the ease according to 
law.

On the uraver of a claimant, that such vessel or goods, or 
any part "thereof, mav be delivered to him, the court shall 
appoint three proper persons to ap| raise such vessel or goods, 
who shall be sworn in open court tor the faithful discharge ol 
their dutv ; such appraisement shall Ir- made at the expense of 
’he claimant, ami on return thcrcol, it lieshal) with one or more 

! sureties, approved bv the court, execute a bond in the usual 
form to the Republic of Liberia, for the payment of a sum 
’‘final to that, at which such vessels or g cus, to be delivered 
t,J him, aio appraised, and such bond shall be lodged with the 
clerk of the court, said goods or vessel may be delivered to 
bim ; and if judgment be for the claimant, the bond shall be 
caneehd,—but'if against him as to the w hole, or any part ot 
such vessel or goods, and lie shall net within tvventv days 
’hereafter, pay into the Treasury of the Re, ublie, the apprais­
al value of the porti< n condemned with costs, the bond shall
be put in suit.

It, in anv prosecution on account ot the seizure ot any ves- 
t'f'l or goods, judgment shall be given lor the claimant, it 
Phnll appear fo the court before which such prosecution may 
"e had, that there was reasonable cause of seizure, such court 
*ball cause a proper entrv to be made thereof and the claim­
ant shall not be entitled" to costs, nor shall the person who 
n*ade tiie seizure or the prosecutor, be liable to action, suit, 

judgment on account of: uch seizure, or prosecution ; but 
lll(,b vessel or goods, shall be forthwith, after judgment, re
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turned to the claimant or his agent.
9. No action or prosecution shall he niantained in any case, 

unless it he commenced within three years next, after the pen- 
a'tv of forfeiture was incurred. If any otlicer entitled to a 
share of such penalty of forfeiture, be necessary as a v, itness 
on the trial therefore, he may he a witness ; but shall not in 
such case be entitled to, nor receive any part thereof, but the 
part to winch lie otherwise Would have been entitled, shall 
accrue to the Itepublie.

10. The fees lor the several duties and services to be per­
formed under the third and fourth Articles of this Act as re­
late to Customs, shall be as follows :—For endorsed manifest 
and clearance lor a Liberian vessel bound coast-wise, twenty- 
live cents, if less than fifty tons, and if above fifty tons, fifty 
cents; for receiving a certificate manifest, and granting a 
permit to unload at a port of delivery, twenty-five cents, if 
less than titty tons, and if above fifty tons, fifty cents ; for 
permit from the Collector, to land goods beyond the limits of 
a port of delivery, fifty cents ; for permit to citizens to land 
woods consigned to them from a foreign vessel, twenty-five 
cents for each permit ; for a clearance fora foreign vessel 
and certificate to consul, fifty cents ; for inspector who may 
be placed on board any vessel by the Collector, one dollar 
and fifty cents a day.

11. All sums of nionyes which become due to the Republic 
under this Act, or by any other means, shall be paid in silver 
or gold coin at the established value of such coin in the Repub­
lic, or iu such notes or bills of credit, as may be issued under 
the authority, ami on the responsibility of the Republic ; and 
all payments by the Governmen‘, shall be made in the same 
medium.

ARTICLE. X.

FIXING THE CFRKENCY OF THE REPUBLIC. AND AUTHORIZING 
THE APPOINTMENT OF SUB TKF.ASt KEltS IN THE COUN­
TIES OF CRAN’D BASRA AND SINOE AND A TREASURY OF

THE REPUBLIC TO RESIDE AT MONROVIA.

SEC.
Secretary of Treasury authorized to procure engraved hills.............. 1
Mode of authenticating hills or notes....................................................... 2
When lawful.................................................................................................... 3
Authority to issue................................................................ .......................... J
Appointment of Sub-Treasures and their pay........................................ •;
Do of Treasurer.................................................’..........................................

Whereas, it would be a great inconvenience to the meoph* 
of this Republic, to be deprived of an easy circulating medi­
um, and whereas a paper currency, unless based upon ipecie, 
and redeemable at par on demand, at the Treasurer <$epart’
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A
W/nt, would be detrimental to the interest of tbe government, 
and citizens at large,—Therefore ;—It is Enacted.
./• 1 bat tbe Secretary ot tbe lieasury be and be is hereby

authorized and requested with tbe advice of the President to 
procure as early as practicable for tbe use of tbe Government 
a set of Engraved plates for striking off Engraved bills of live 
denominations : Ten, Five, 1’liree ami one dollars and fifty 
cents to be used as a paper currency in the Republic, and to 
obtain suitable paper for'tbe said bill's.

2. It is further Euaete I—That tbe face of said Plates be so 
engraved as to make tbe following impressions on tbe bills 
stricken off i. e, in tbe eentr? and on the upper part of tbe 
bill a frontispiece representing a Palm tree with a spade 
standing at its base and a plough. In tbe back ground tbe 
ocean with a ship under sail ; above tbe ship a dove on the 
wing with one open scroll in its mouth; over tbe frontis­
piece tbe words in large capital letters “THE REPUBLIC 
Wb LIBERIA, on tne left band opposite tbe frontispiece (Xo) 
or number : across tbe two < ids tbe denomination of tbe bill .; 
Coming immediately under the frontispiece the words on de­
mand at tbe 'l ieasury Department of tbe Republic of Lihe- 
Tla will pay to bearer in Gold or Silver Coin. Then a denom­
ination ot tli • bill, and then the name of Monrovia, then the 
figures 185 - the date of said bills. Below and near the 
bottom ol tbe bill and near tbe left band corner—the words 
Secretary of the Treasury—near the right band corner and, 
opposite the words Secretary of tlie Treasury, the word 
President, on tin- I .tty cents bill opposite tbe frontispiece 
°l* the light band be capital letter A.

3. And tin'her. when bills thus specified are properly ex 
Pouted and signed by tbe Secretary of tbe Treasury and tlie 
President, they shali be the lawful paper currency of tho 
Republic ; any law eoiitlieting with the same, be and tbe 
same is hereby repealed.

4. And turtlier—That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
and he is hereby suit hot ized and requested to call in all 
bills or notes now in circulation, and issue others in their 
place to tbe amount of eight thousand dollars.

3. That the President be authorized, and he is hereby 
authorized to appoint Sub-Treasurers in the Co nnies of 
Grand Bassa and Sinoe j said Sub-Treasurers toiweivea 
compensation of three per centum for all monies ived 
anti paid out by them respectively.

.6. That tbe President be, and' lie is hereby ant oiized 
with the advice of the .Senate, to appoint a Treasurer for 
‘Op Republi , who snail i side in Monrovia, and vlinsc du­
ty it shall lie, to reecho a. keep all public mou.es arising 
■r0m imposts or othe ad shall account quarterly ot all
118 doings, and rec i.\ .iq nsatiou of three per centum, 

°u alimonies deposited in bis hands, ami paid out by him.
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AETICLE XL

AX ACT’IV) AMEND AX ACT EXTITEED AX -V. I HIM.: EA­
TING X WICA'i .MX. v.i.MMEBCE A.XMi liEAEXlE.

/•' »» Emietcil /.;/ th> .'".I' ' itii'l li’Hisi , ■' <>J
the f't-ublie nf Li!‘> r><i i< !.< jinlut»r> </.•■.* ,..hj i: -

1. That from mill nfter the p’ssage of this Act so much 
of the first section of the 1st Article of the above incutiotieil 
Act ;is lend ‘ mid nil sncli vcsm-'s. sh dl pa\ • • x ot |ilt \ cents 
n ton per miniiin, ” he so m.ieuded ns to re.id. mu' ell such 
vessels shall pav a tax o! '«»\ «-:i t y live cen! s a ten p, r mi limit

2. it is iintlier eei'cted—That so much ot the first sec 
tion ot tin* above named Act as reads, ‘’he shall pay mum al­
ly, to expire on the Ehlli ot September in each year the 
sum of Filtecu dollars." Be -mi tj,e same is hereby repealed- 
Nothing is to be construed however to pievent licenses be­
ing obt tilled.

3. That so much ot the fifth Article, section touitlfl ol 
the above nmm-i! Act as reads: ‘ There shall be levied. |ol- 
lected, mid paid mi additional duty ot six per cuitiim leu 
tin* articles next her dn-atier mentioned: that is. on Fmii- 
nel and Woolen do'liing, Boats, Shoes, Bonnets- Silks, Bi- 
bands. Silk Umbrellas, Gold and Silver wares, and Furni­
ture,— be mid the name is hereby repealed.

1. It is further enacted- That 'lie third section of the 
ninth. Article ot th- torenamed Act be and the same is 
hereby repealed : - An 1 that the Collectoi ot each port or 
harbor tic mid he is hereby authorized mid directed to place 
on board every foreign vessel coining to anchor in titty port 
or harbour ot this Ilei ublic mi Inspector, whose duty it 
shall be to icniain on board such vessel during her stay in 
that port or lull bor—and that it shall be the duty ot such 
inspector to superintend the landing ot nil goods, waies and 
met', hiindiz he shall note the marks, numbers, weights or 
measures ns the ease may be: lie contents of all (.’asks, 
Bales, Bundles Crates, and all kinds ol packages, beXrS, 
trunks &e. except where there is freight, and the master or 
supercargo cannot give the contents: in that ease the pack­
ages shall lie noted mid the contents made known to the 
Collector, or Inspector by the consignee, and lie shall deli''" 
er a correct account ol all goods, wates mm merchandize, 
<Ec, &c, landed umler his superv’.>;on,to the Collector, tai-
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mediately on leaving such vessel or vessels. lie shall not 
allow any goods, wares merchandize, &c, &?, to be landed 
from any vessel or vessels in the port or harbor until the 
master or supercargo of such vessel shall have obtained a 
permit, from the Collector:—And further, every Inspector 
shall receive for his services fifty cents per diem, lrom the 
Government, and fifty cents additional per diem, and his 
board to be pai l by the master or supercargo of said vessel: 
—and that this amount per diem shall be paid by the master 
or supercargo to the Collector before his clearance is obtain­
ed f»'»m the Custom House.

o

ARTItLE XII-

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED" AN ACT REGELATING 
NAVIGATION, COMMERCE AND REVENUE.”

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives o) the 
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled : —

ia That from and after the First day of May 1856, after 
the i assage of this act, there shall be collected a duty of one 
sellar per gallon on all ardent spirit-, wines, claret, cordials 
and malt liquor landed in this Republic, and all such articles 

shall be landed in this Republic, and all such articles shall be 
landed under the immediate observation of the ' ‘ <■, r
hisyleputy, and by him guarded, or .! .’■or.
°n The spot, and the amount of duties thereon i fore it
god- out of the hands of the Colh tor.

It is further enacted—That the 3rd scct'.o ? 5th
Article, and so much of the 8th Article oi * u,
Aotnmeree and Revenue law as relates to - the
‘'-tailing of ardent spirits, be, and the sam" _;./ov re­
pealed.

------- o---------

JUDICIARY.

ARTICLE I.
AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE JUDICIARY. AND FIXING THE 

POWERS COMMON TO THE SEVERAL COURTS
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OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

sr.c.
Powers of Justiee- - i ■ Constables...... t........................ i
Immediate execntiJi utter's court - how arrested.. -
Appointment ot'Just C 01 ,i.i. tin ir pay Ar............. t
Juries, new trials, re .g commission to take testimony

do not appertain’a lit-.iei s o ;s ......................................... 5
When Justices ne . • > ■ jp ................................. *’
Courts of record bar acurrcn, di,': with Justices: in what else <
appeals from Justice- co rts—,u b uv tried in upper court.......... »

Section 1st It is enaitcd by ike Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives oj the Republic of Liberia, in Legislature Assembled:

That all persons who may be commissioned as Justices ol 
the Peace shall be sworn to do the duties of said ofiict ac­
cording to law ; they shall be conservator: of tin- publi • peace; 
shall have power in the name of tki Kern' itc of l-h’, na to 
issue warrants, to com uni 1 the cizui1 an 1 • of ctiy Ion
or violator of the public i ice. a i l commit I... • er i. ‘ • m 
to jail, until legal actio att ba had in the -ft nises. I nltss 
the offence is capital, if the accuse 1 give good ami sufficient 
security to abide his, her, or their trial nt the next court hav­
ing cognizance of t he oifen *e, they shail not be imprisoned. 
All precepts issued by a.ty Justice of the Pet ce, shall be sign­
ed with bis i roper name a Justice of the peace.

Any Justice of the Peace shall have jurisdiction out of court, 
without a jury, to try all actions lor debt not above thirty 
dollars; except specific performance, injunction, and eject­
ment, and actions lor injuries to the reputation, or domestic 
relations ;—all petty infractions of t! peace where t! ■ fine is 
not more than ten dollars: aliens l'-'y bi?' t • . all ae-c
tions of trover, trespass, detinue J .- irum:.'. in lit- J
igation is not more than tea dol'ais,: si alt •da.'raster such 
oaths as are required ; shall issu- process for , itnessin any 
case pending b fore him ; shall arrest : n 1 pacify' any, and all 
who go about to break the pca *e in his presence, and may 
demand the help of others : shall have power to preserve or­
der in his court,! ami may impose lines not ex ceding five 
dollars, for contempt, and hold the person offending under ar-, 
rest during the sitting of the court.

Constables as the ministerial officers of the Justice’s Court) 
shall execute ail processes is ued by a Justice of the Peace; 
shall without warrant surpres3 any riot or infraction of the 
peace in his presence, shall a rest and bring to justice, ail fob 
ons and violen offen lers against ti e peace, without a warrant 
when he has not time to procure one.

2. On all judgments rendered in a Justice’s Court, wh«B
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required by defendant, and sufficient surety first given, time 
for pavmen* shall a 1 i—For a.l sums of twenty
dollert’ five month-: under tw r'y, and over fifteen,
four months : under fi't'-i and over ten, three months ; under 
ten, and over five, two months ; under five, and over two, 
one month ; and all sums un kr two dollars, ten days. At the 
expiration of the time above allowed, execution may issue 
hnmediati ’y against the defendant and his surety, by virtue 
of which, the officer may levy upon the goods and chattels, 
first of the principal, an 1 iu ease of deficiency, then of the 
surety to an amoun; suffice nt to liquidate the debt, interest 
andco.ts: And afier ten days notice by public advertisement 
•hall proc< ci to sel tl ssame to the highest bidder, for cash ; 
and should he bv he salt makes sum exceeding the amount 
for which he claims, he shall forthwith pay the surplus over 
to the defendants. And all judgments rendered in a .Justice’s 
Coivt. shall be recorded on the original precepts, and all judg­
ments, aud all executions on judgments not so rendered, shall 
be null and void ; b it in all cases, either party shall have the 
privilege f >r an appeal to the ensuing monthly court, by pay­
ing the costs, and giving security, sufficient to indemnify his 
opponent tor i loss he may sustain, in case he fails to pros­
ecute his appeal to effect

3. The President is hereby authorized to instruct one of 
the Justices from either of the’towns or villages in Montserra- 
doCot I to visi tl isettlemcnts of New Georgia, once in 
two week-. to asshe Magistrates of New Georgia in the 

’ determination of sn< h eat es either of a civil or criminal char­
acter {,.. mav from time to time be brought under the notice 
of Justices there : That it be left to the discretion of the Pres­
ident whether be will fix any particular day for the session of 
said Justice’s Court in said settlement of New Georgia or 
whether he will send said Justice by notification, or whether 
he will assign it as the cxch ive duty of any particular Magis­
trate ; That nothing in the "oi‘going section shall be con­
strued to prevent thcresuJ nt Magistrates ot Justices of new 
Georgia, from arresting offenth r> against the laws of this Re­
public, or of suppre ring distuibcrs of the public peace ; in 
such cases the said Magistraiet shall have all the authority
which they have hitherto } cd.

The President is herehj authorised to pay from the public 
Treasurx the Justices so sent to New Georgia for each and 
every trip so made, the fee regularly allowed by law: aud the 
Magistrates of New Georgia sh-’l be allowed in all cases which 
they may be lawfully engaged in determining tnc same fees 
they are now entitled to
’ 5 Nothin" that relates to juries, new trials and records shall 
apnlv to eases tried before Justices of »’ e Peace. Issuing com­
missions, on ‘'etition, t( st in ” the Republic, shall not
extend to Justice of the Peace, but cither party may petition



116 JIUICIaRT.
I.

the court to which an appeal from a Justice lies, for a <onuni» 
sion; ai d such court may, if they think proper, issue a commis­
sion, and stav the proceedings of the Justiee until it can be 
executed Writs of execution, may be issued by a Justice of 
the Peace, returnable be! ore a superior court ; ind such court 
or any Judge thereof, shall have jurisdiction to proceed ac 
cording to law in siich cases made and provided.

0. No Justice of the peace, shail have authority to issues 
writ of arrest against a defendant in an action, as such, ora 
writ of execution containing a clause of arrest, except writs 
of execution issued under the last section, and agreeably to 
its provision. . A Justice of the Peace shall have power as 
a court, to punish those who obstruct the execution of writs 
issued by him, or who disobey his summons, or refuse to 
perform the duties for the performance of which they are 
summoned; in all such cases, lie may issue writs of arrest, 
and all persons imprisoned by him, may, in the discretion of 
any court or Judge, be discharged upon a writ of halvas 
corpus.

7. Courts shall have concurrent jurisdiction with Justice 
of the Peace, in ail actions for personal injuries, in which a 
Justice of the Peace has jurisdiction. If an action, not for 
personal injury, 1 brought into a court, which ought to have 
been brough* before a justice, the court shall, if the Plaintiff 
establish a claim, deduct from the debt or damages, the whole 
costs incurred by the defendant, and give judgment for the 
balance, v ’ ou as y costs ; or if the costs of the defendant, 
equal or td the debt or damages, shall give judgment for 
the d.l riwiit either without costs, or for the excess of ln» 
costs, as *.i.e a t may require, li the plaintiff fail, the court 
shall g ivc j' e pint nt it r the defendant for full costs.

6. An srpeal shall lie from every decision of a Justice of 
the Peace, to the most inferior court having jurisdiction at 
the place, at which such Justice lives, or to such other court 
as may be designated for that purpose l y law. No judgment 
of a justice of the Peace shall be- set aside for error in form ; 
hut all appeals from Justices, shall be taken up by the court 
to which they are made anew, and upon the merits, of the 
case, and such judgment given as the Justice ought to have 
given.

ABTCLE II

or the monthly ANU probate court

«e’
fleweouiposed—p o wer—prerogative—havereeoreiofilia— meeouitovf 

record—Sheriff's are the ministerial officers........... .................... ..........
Tb-ties of the Kvg'sters.......... ...................................................................

1
11
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' urn—wtwn abftent, who shall diachartp* them •imsoi’Reeling .................................................................................... 3

t 1 The (’('arts of Monthly Sessions now
Path of the counties of this lit public, shall 
con posed of a (Libman and two Justices

established in 
henceforth be 
of tho Peace •

ot'd shall have original jurisdiction in all eases ot debt ot 
tonne thau tidily dollars, and not, more than two hundred 
dollars, iu all cases of misdemeanor i qual to petit laiteny, 
di all actions of trespass, trover, sland *r, detinue, ejectment,
®e., when* the amount iu litigation is not men* than $ 2d 
nor less iban i? lo; all infractions of the peace where (lie 
line is n ote than ?! 10, am! not less than ¥ 2», aud sh 'll bo 
eoinpett nt tojudge both the law and the facts in sue'a vases. A- 
kaid courts shad lmve inquisitional power to judicially ex­
amine nil cases nt criminals committed bj Justices of tho 
Peace, examining fin- evidence only on the side of the State; 
oi allies .hire the evidence is not sufficient to put rhe 
person nci used on his trial, may discharge the suspected 
person, ai.d who e evidence appeals, may allow the suspect­
ed pa; r to give g oil and sufficient c.curiry for his or her 
appearance at the Com t of Quarter Sessions. to abide his 
wr her ti 1. . Said court shall have power to punish tor eon 
tempt i, afiieo not more than twenty dollars, an! im- 
l risonmenf during its sitting, and shall leather have the 
ihanageim > t l.d caret of the estates of orphans not other 
"ise proa J . for : and shall be a ci art ol probate • and said 
proba'e ec u t I ••ause the probate of any will, oi test i- 
hientaiy pep ii.as shall possess the features of_onc shall 
have a rets ' ids i.iovi-n iu that com t.>*<'untested wins ~V.
?*i«ll be sin he C ,rt ot Quarter Sessions to be tried by
)ll»y, upon rm iits.aml by them cither rejected, set aside,
01 quashi-.1, ot . pproxed : and if lejeeted, the same may be 
r, iiio\ed by i to the Supreme Court on petition made

any pet bo. .grie’.a d, according to the laws which re- 
mte to appea. aud ii found valid, shall be sent back to the 
lm.bate court io be placed on its lecoids. Sain court shall 
fi1’-nt lef iers .J to.ministration and shall have all the now- 
er necessary to settle estates ; and to do all other matters 
Ui|d things of a court ot probate.

The clerk of the said monthly court shall keep a record of 
•ill matters and things ordered ami transacted by said court 
’n a book i r books provided for that purpose ; note or pioof 
‘d Wills <n* other conveyances ofprotciiy in said com t, and 
deliver ali such papers at er being so noted, to t he iiegistcr 
for recording ; he sir 11 issue I ing processes, writs ami 
s •hpoeaa - signed witn his own name as clerk, ;.i .1 directed 
llceiuding to .aw : shall record all issues and returns made 
b.V the otlicer io whom they were directed, he shall sum

six days before the term of each sesiou, theJustiooa
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\\lu> are lobe assoet ted with the Chairman, ami the Jus 
tiees shall be sninimmr d in total on. The Sheriff of the coun­
ty shall be the in.ms; uial officer of ti i said court ; he shall 
serve all writs, lake bail, and carry the judgment of court in 
to execution.

2. Tiie Register sha’l record all doci neats ami instru­
ments relatin ; to the security and tit!- of public or individ­
ual property Cm.ernim it g Hits, patents, contracts, com 
ui'.ssons and other napets which are properly mattei ot re­
cord, and to w hich the Republic shall be a party. lie shall 
receive papeis ot record from the County Clerk, register and 
file them in alphabetical order, that they may at all times 
be in sate keej ing in his office and accessible to persons de 
siring to examine them. And every volume ot records when 
full, shall be delivered by him to the Secretary ot State 
tor preservation among the archives ot the Repub ie.

3. 'J lie Chairman ot said court shall not exercise the func­
tions, nor perforin the duties of a Justice of the Peace- but 
his duties shall be confined exclusively to the Court of which 
lie is Chairman ; and wheuever a vacancy shall happen up­
on the bench of the Monthly Conn, by the absence of the 
Chairman, it shall be the duty of the Magistrate present, 
whose cemmssion bears oldest date, to fill the vacancy ; he 
taking care to distinguish between his acts, and those® 
the regular imumbent, by adding to the signature ot hi 
name t he words 'Pro tem’’ Notwithstanding his official act 
shall be equally valid w ithin the Jurisdiction o' said cout.

The Mont, ly Court for the County of Montserrado shall 
meet Oi* the first Monday in every mouth ; for the Couuty 
of Grand Bassa, the third Monday in every month, and 
the County ol ISiuoe the second Monday in every month.

O-

ARTICLE 111.

TO PREVENT FRAUD IN THE MANAGEMENT OF INTESTATE ANI 
OTHER ESTATES.

Persons interfering with intestine estates render themselves liable......
Probate courts to appoint administrators—duty and compensation...- 
Estates of Chairmen and Clerks Probate courts—mai-aduiinistration

of administrators how punished...........................................................4

1. No person or persons shall meddle, or interfere witl 
the estate ot any person dying intestate, (except to take tro< 
and correct inventories of all the real and personal estate)'10
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less authorized so todoby the Court of Probate, for the comi­
ty wherein, su<-li intestate resided : am! any person so do­
ing, shall thereby became liable f i: rhe pa •n mt of all the 
debts due bv t ie deeea a-1, and for ; he respective shares of 
all the iiahu d o, h e l ei s to such • •stai .

2. When any per a-hill die intestate, ir shall be the 
duty of the p i ba . < on r, to appoint an administrator, or 
adininis’,a, -! - , 1, > -'I give bond and security in double 
the estimated a s..id intestate’s estate, tor the faith­
ful performaiic- ol ill the duties connected therewith, viz : 
—Heshall make a enroot statement ot nil and singular the 
property and efbc,s ,d the deceased,—whatever thereof is 
perishable, ne nay s, .1 at auction, alter having given notice 
by adveitiseuie'it in three ot the most public places in the 
county foi the space of twenty days • such sale may, at the 
discretion of said administrator or administrators, be made 
Jit a credit, not to exceed six months, on bond and 
sufficient seem ities for the payment then of : he shall make 
returns to the next, term of the court of his, and all other 
platters and doings eonneetedwith said estate And should 
it be found that the said deceased was so indebted, 
as to mik* it tiec-ssiry that a further sale of prop­
erty should lie h id. then he shall be ordered by the court 
to sell any, or all ■‘said estate for the payment of such 
claims: —And ag i.a, slmu.d then- not after such further sale 
be) enough to meet all the 1- ;1 claims, then, in that case, a 
prorata dividend shall be uncle to all the claimants against 
sabl estate.

The com pen sat ion allowed such administrator, oradmiiiis- 
trators, foi his or their services sludl be a commission not 
exceeding five percenton said —Prorated always,, that
when it may be necessary, in the recess of the Courtot 
Probate, the Chairman ol the said < nut may grant letters 
of administration, and orders lor sale, ns above directed to 
be done by the court of which In* is v ".minima.

3. That i 11 estates on which letters ol administration 
have been gran'•:!, shall b > settled up. and the accounts dos­
ed in one year from date of the commission ot administration: 
Nevertheless should it be made to appear to the satisfaction 
of the Pr bat. Court that, owing to there being foreign 
creditors oi debtors, or to any other circumstance, said es 
fate could m t ie* dosed in one year without detriment and 
damage to it, >se concerned, said court shall be competent to 
grant a longer term, not exceeding six months.

4. ft shall be the duty of the Chairman of the several Pro 
bate Courts, to see, that the Clerks of the Courts keep a roll 
°f all letters ol administration which shall have been grant­
ed by said courts with the date, imines of the grantees, and 
bis or their sureties annexed. They shall cause the several 
Clerks once in every three mouths to post up one week eb
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loro the first (lav of the term of the Court io some ecmsnie 
no is place, a in ifieatiori, requiring all administi t
pearbefore the ensuing term of said curl to rive on .,ec art 
of their doings ; a till should it appear to said court the' • •
mini.-trator or administrators ate acting negligently, <>t db- 
honestly ; or that the. parties concerned in said es: u?
likely to be damaged by tin* longer continuance ot th • m tn- 
agement of said estate in the hand of said ttdaiutis’• a’or nt 
administrators, said court shall !>■ compete >: to ret ■ x-ui'’ 
eommi.-sion, and appoint others in his nr their pla•••■, and 
shall order said delinquent, administrator or administu 
tor , to deliver up to his or their successor or successors, all 
and every species of property, books, papers, documents 
(which may have come into Ins or their halt s, and i >py ot 
all his or their proceedings in the premises without delay, 
In all such cases the bond of said deiinque it :»dt • a.• t it'I. 
ot administrate:s shall be retained i t c ir*. until - ' 
tion shall have been given to all concerned of 1:: .. their
doings while acting in the preni. es.

6. In all cases where any administrator or auminlsfr, ‘ors 
shall have failed to per'ortn his or their duty in s ’ h a in •li­
ner as to have cause 1 loss, detriment, or damage, to auy 
party, it shall be at the option of any per m so ,-u -eij.tng 
loss, detriment or damage, to enter suit n; on th • b >. dis 
any court competent to try the same, an ! • one-' sc: ’ri­
al and judgment shall be the same as in an a- non tor debt, 
excep ing that when the assets ot tl: i>rineip;.l s ail not lie 
s. fiicient to make good tlie loss with .cost of the suit, tl»6 
sureties shall be liable.

t‘>. It shall be the. duty of the Chairman of the several 
Probate Courts directly after the publication of this \ch 
to require that nil administra: ; whose comm -.ofe.il- 
ministration is of an older date, then one year, to - ’«P
and close said estates in three m its on ptin of ft 4
their bond, unless the qualifying ei: •: •• in‘J
in the third section of this Act. shah . tin, .-.pinse'W 
the satisfaction ot the court, when a longer ton • maybe 
allowed according to the provisions of said third section.

ARTICLE IV.

OK THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS ANO ADMIRALTY

fjr
Jurisdiction and powers—have jurisdiction in cases of Admirality..... ;

Piracy and of violation <>f the Revenue laws................ . .......... ;
He hod of proceedings............. .......................................... .................... •



Distribution of slimes in c.i-en of seizure... ".............................................. 1
"lien in i of seizure, (lure is a ri ;lit to a common law remedy........ f>
Meeting of the courts.................................................................................... *’
Sheriff’s coroner s and Marshall s, sales................................................... 7
Disputed titleH to real estate...................................................................... *
Appe as from said courts............................... ...............................................
Haims for land from government, hovr disposed of.............................. 10

The Courts of Quarter Sessions (now established in e-mb 
/County in this RepuhlicAshall have one -fudge, and shall 
have trial of prisoners sent from de 'ionihly Court, and all 
presentments or indictments, which maybe found by the 
Grand Jury, and shall have power to empannel both grand 
and petit,jury foi that purp- se; shall liav-. ■ Igina! jurisdh- 
lion in all cases of debt when the anio more than two
hundred dollars, in all eases of crime and mi demeanor, r- 
bove th degree of petit larceny, in all iutrai tions of the 
peaci, when the line is more than twenty dollars, in dl cases 
of wrong by whatever name called, when the damage claim­
ed is more than twenty dollars, and shall have appelpd** 
jurisdiction mall cases going up from the .Monthly Court: 
and sh ill have power to punish for contempt while sitting i11 
a fine of not in. re ban one hundred dollars, and imprison* 
Jt&fiutpliiiiiig Ilie .silting ol saM com!. .'"In Sta-iiffi .of I lie. 
county shall be the ministerial officer of saiiT court while 
transacting the judicial business of the county j he shall 
serve all writs, make escorts, summon ami return juries 
take bail, and carry the judgment of the court into execu­
tion. The Judge ol said Quarterly Court uiay continue his 
session two weeks, unless business be sooner dispatched. 
Said court shall have original jurisdiction in all eases of ad­
miralty, and maritime jurisdiction, of seizure made under 
the Navigation, Commerce, and Keveuu. laws of this Re­
public, and seizures made under any laws of this Republic ; 
in all cases where an alien sues for toit or wrong committed 
in violation of the law of nations, or any violation ol any 
treaty ; in all crimes corn mil ted on the high seas ; and ex 
ercise jurisdiction over all piracies as so declared by, and 
existing at this time under the law of nations, or which 
are declared and held to he piiacies under the Constitu­
tion and several Acts of the J egislatuie ; in all eases of pen­
alties and forfeitures under th aforesaid maritime laws, 
and in all other matters and things properly belonging to a 
Court of Admiralty.

In the ease of a vessel or v sse's, the Judge ot the Admi­
ralty Court shall have pi-w. i ,e a day when the said 
court shall hold its session t > adjudicate the ease, giving 
sufficient time, so that all pat ties concerned, may receive due 
notice of the trial according to law. Appeals may be had to 
the Supremo Court. The ministerial officer iu the admiral­
ty jurisdiction of said court, shall be the ’farshaU or his
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ty. who shall execute all lawful precepts directed lo 
shall attend the Admiralty Court while siting. Wave 

power fo command the .••eces- -iy assistance in the execution 
of ot his duty ; lie sh.. I . . tie ’ i ue returns of all precepts di­
rected to h.m, shall hove custody of all vessels and goods 
seized by any officer of the revenue, and do all other things 
proper to be done by the Marshall. The clerk of the said 
court of Quarter Sessions shall issue leading process, writs 
and subpoenas, signed with his own name as clerk, .shall 
record all matters and things ordered and done by said 
court : he shall record all issues, and returns ot officers 
’ake minutes of all trials of cases in said court, and all oth­
er matters and things, properly a subject of record in such 
courts : shall issue al! processes, enter and record all orders; 
decrees. judgments, and proceedings, of the Court of ad­
miralty : shall issue licenses, and doall other matters and 
things pro|»-r for a lerk of said court ; and when any judge 
s int rested in ain cause coining on in the county of which 

he i- judge, the judge of the next nearest county shall be no­
tified to attend '•aid court, and shall preside in all such cas­
es in which the judge of said court is interested ; and he shall 
receive tor his services, two dollars a day while sitting, and 
ren cuitsa mile tor necessary traveling.

2. The proceedings iu said court lor the trial of all such 
offenders as may be found, or brought within the . . ./-ot 
•he itepublie of Liberia, and all other proceedings shall be 
in accordance with the laws in such cases made and urovid 
ed. ’

■ >. ii; cases where seizures shall he made hv persons nut 
entitled by law to any share, the said court shall have pu* 
er »n it« discretion to award uch share or proportion a- 
rn:. • be deemed proper fo such person or persons making 
such se.zurc— I lurdf!. . t in such distribution the Kr
public of Liberia shall hr ci:
laws awarded : aml/oocfded -»wAfP that iu no ease whatev 
er, shall the Jndgeol said court be entitled to anv such 
prize money.

1. The jurisdiction of said court shalll,,
1- hen by extended to ali ot fraud, or attempts at fraud 
upon the h‘c .-Iiu< !.,v. Ot haul Republic, and it shall deem 
sm n pen..,to tort,u tin cor. iiseiu,Otis, as are urovid
ed in the several Acts ol the Leigsiature of
Liberia concerning the revenue thereof 
.. Til. said court -hall hav,- exclusive cognizance ol 

a l -.vrf eaus,-. „t Admiralty and uiantime pus i,-tion In 
r.u ,r.g au -eiznics under the laws ot impost. i .-mtioti el 
.Tad. o: >.,U| Republic, when -he eizuus are na eon tid« 
w iter - w a., L arc na\igable from th, sea hv ves. ds ot tea, “i 

.en within the .said Republic, us well « 
snito>s in ,11 eases the rigid

‘led to such share as is bv said

and rhe s.'iuif

as are provl 
the Republic ol

more tons bn 
upon the high sen —suvii.:
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common law remedy, where the common law is compe­
tent to give it—and shall also have exclusive original cogniz­
ance of all seizures on laud or water as aforesaid made, 
and ol all suits for penalties and forfeitures incurred under 
the laws of said Republic. Said court shall have power 
from time to time to alter and amend its rules of practice, 
as may be proper for the orderly transaction of its business.

• The said court shall be held in the County of Montser­
rado, on the second Monday in March. June, September and 
December, in every year ; and in the County of Grand Bassa, 
on the fourth Monday of the above named months in every 
year : and in the County of Sinoe on the first Monday in Feb­
ruary, May, August, and November iu each year.

7. That in all cases of Sheriffs or Marshall’s sale where
there are, or may be disputes about the distribution of the 
moneys arising therefrom, the courts of Common Pleas and 
the Supreme Court of this Republic, are hereby declared to 
have full power and authority to hear and determine ail such 
eases according to law aud equity • Provided, where any ot 
the persons interested in such distributions, shall not ap­
pear the courts shall cause notice to be given them, either per­
sonally, or by such advertisements as they may deem prop­

Z
i

er, prior to making the decision.
8. That in all cases of disputes as to the validity of title 

to real estates, where it appears fraud or collusion has been, 
attempted or practised, by a fraudulent double conveyance 
of Ihe same premises, said court shall have the power to de­
termine the same according to law and equity, and to de* 
liver an equitable award in the case, and to relieve the in. 
nocent and oppressed.

j. That in all cases which shall be decided by the court- 
t Common Pleas with or without the intervention of a jury,

■ any person or persons shall consider him, her, or them­
selves aggrieved by such decision, they may appeal to the 
Supreme Courts within twenty days after such decision, 
vhicb appeal shall be subject to the same rules aud regula­
tions as in other cases of appeals ; aud the said Judges of 
h<tiil Supreme Court, are hereby authorized to affirm or re- 
veise the decision cf said court of common Pleas, and award 
Ruch otliex- decision as in their opinion will best conduce to
Ihe ends ot justice and equity.

10. Aud it is hereby declared to be the duty of the Judg­
es of the Courts of Common Pleas, and they are hereby 
authorized to hear aud determine all claims for land from 
•he government, and said Judges are authorized when the 
L'ase shall require it, to issue a writ of venire facia# to try 
aud determine the case according to law and fact.

H. Defendant or defendants who shall have been sum­
moned fifteen days before the first day of the court to which 
1 return is to be made, shall be deemed to have been legally
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summoned, and be compelled to answer the plaintiff, pro­
vided the plaintiff shail have tiled his complaint in the 
clerk’s office nt least fifteen days before tin* session ot the 
court. Ne’ertldess, when the peculiar circumstances ot the 
case render it necessary, the com t may, iu its discretion, 
graut furth r time to flic defendant

<i—

AIM H I.I-. V,

OE I HE SUPREME COURT.

Section 1. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Jus­
tice and three associates two of whom with'the Chief Justice 
shall be a quorum: they shall hold annually in the city of mon 
rovia to commence on the second Mondat in January one ses­
sion oi said court, and shall sit until the business of the court 
shall have been disposed of. The Judges of the courts' of 
Quarter Sessious shall sit with the Chief Justiee at each session 
of said court; and the Chief Justiee shall, before the 'first 
session of the court, notify the, two Justices to sit at the firs? ses­
sion of court; and at that sesion he shall notify one of the 
Judges who sit at the first session' to sit at tin- second session 
with the one who did not sit, and therefore, the- associate 
judges shall take their seats in the Supreme Court in regular 
order, two sitting, and one out at each term. Should the Chief 
Justice be interested in any case or cause, the three judge* 
of the Courts of Quarter Sessions shall form the Supreme C urt: 
and their acts, proceedings and decisions, shall have ail the 
force, and validity as though the Chief Justice had presided, 
the one whose commission is the oldest shall preside ; and 
should one of the associate judges be interested in -ny case 
when it is his turn to sit, Ins place shall b • -. bed i’y tbv 
other judge, and all decisions of said court s. final. In any 

ci the Supreme 
ind the other as- 
made competent 

: anc their acts, p-r°' 
force and validity-, 
ted with the Chit'

ease in which two of the associate Judge 
court shall be concerned, the Chief Justice 
soeiate Judge shall be, and they are herebv 
to preside over the proceedings in the case : 
eeeaings and decisions, shall have all 
as if the two associate Judges had 
Justice.

the
l-resi.

/
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ARTICLE VI.

DEFINING CERTAIN CRIMES, AND RELATING TO TIIE 
ISHMENT OF CRIMES.

PUN

SEC.
Crimes rendering the cocvieted party ineligible to office.......... I
Commutation of pecuniary penalty into public labor ............ 2
Convicts of certain crimes maybe hired out, how—when, and how

to be kept....... ............................................................................................ S
Definition of grand and petit larceny............................................... 4
Law9 of the Republic............................................................................ 5

1. That no person who shall have been convicted of 
theft, burglary, robbery, or any other misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment, shall ever after enjoy the 
elective franchise, or be eligible to any office in this 
Republic, or give evidence in any court of jus!ice, or 
acts as juryman, unless specially restored to the rights 
and immunities of citizenship by a public act of the Leg­
islature, after having given sufficient evidence of repentance 
and reformation.

2. Any person or persons punished by fine in any 
of tint courts and put to public labor to satisfy said 
fine bind costs, shall be allowed the sum of six dollars 
per month; until said tine and costs be satisfied.

3. / A'.l persons convicted of any crii nishable by 
imprisonment and hard labor on the pubb.:: works, may, 
at the discretion of the court, be order t to be hired 
out by the Sheriff of the tounty, p d'cly before the 
door of the court house, on the first day after tho 
adjournment of the said eourt, to he gLesi bidder, for 
the term of bis or her sentence, on condition tho 
said prisoner shall not be allowed to gi at large in the 
streets without being secured by a «bain

4- Any rson suffering a pris ., that may he in 
his or her possession lor the time of suw prisoner’s serving, 
to go at large in the streets without icing secured by 
a chain of sufficient strength to keep,ike prisoner, he or 
she shall be subjected to a fine of not less than ten, 
nor more than fifty dollars, at the dis action of the eourt. 
And fuithe’, it shall be tlie duty of sheriffs and constables 
to arrest all ei.lpr s that may be seen at large iu the 
streets, and to enter prosecution against the person or 
persons in whose charge such prisoners were. And should 
any sheriff or constable neglect or refuse s6 to do, he 
shall be subjected to a fine cot exceeding fifty dollars.

5. Theft iu which Hie property stolen shall not be 
moie than three dollars is petit laiteny, and quarreling, 

j'ioting, drunkenness sabbath breaking, profanity, and 
•ewdness are infractions of the peace.
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<!. Theft in which the propel <y stolen shall he more 
than three dollars, is grand larceny: aud all felonies under 
this act may be punished in pursuance of judicial sentence 
by imprisonment, either in irons or not, or by a term 
ot labor in chains on the public works.
In no case shall the sentence of death be carried into 
execution, lint by warrant, under the hand and seal of 
the President, diree .cd to the proper Officer appointed 
to carry the sentence into eficet.

7, The present criminal laws now in torce in the 
Republic and such others as may from time to time, be 
enacted, shall constitute the criminal code ot the Republic*; 
sueii parts ot the common law. set frutli in Blaekstone’s 
t’ommeutiities, as may be applicable to the situation of 
the people, except as changed by the laws now in force 
and such as may heiealtcr be enacted, shall, be the civil 
code ot laws tor the Republic.

ARTICLE VII

AN ACT 1 N'TITI.EP. AN ACT r<> AMENH AN ACT I NTi ITI.EIJ. AN 
ACT ESTABLISHING THE ,11'bICARV AND EIXING RoWERs

COMMON TO THE SEVERAL COURTS. ’

It in Enacted by the Senate and Home ot Repre.nenatiren of the 
Republic of Liberia in Let/in/at tire Assembled:—

1. That in every case in which the defendant or defen­
dants shall have been tried and convicted for Petit Larceny, 
he, she or they shall be lined in any sum not exceeding 
the cost of conviction, and shall make restitution four foM 
the value of tin* article stolen, aud one half of said amount shall 
go to the Republic, and the other half to the person robbed. And 
if the person or persons so convicted be unable to pay the fine 
and make restitution as provided in this section, he, she or they 
may be adjudged by any two Magistrates (concurring) to he 
hired out by the C t. table at the discretion of the Magi’" 
irate.- for a term suftiieient to liquidate the whole amount of 
cost ami restitution. Provided, however, that, in ease pet" 
son or person so adjudged cannot he disposed of on the term* 
mentioned above, the said Justices shall have power to cornin'1 
him or them to the common jail there to he held to labor on Pub­
lic works, and such other work whether for private individual’ 
or not, as will pay the Government for the cost of his detention, 
provided iucli person or persons be confined for a term of
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loiiget than three month', lior le's than one month.

2. In ail cases of Grand Larceny, the court before which 
>uch defendant shall have been trie.} atid c evicted, shall have 
“authority at their discretion to order the said person to give 
'bond and approved surety within twenty four hours for'the 
faithful payment of any sum in which lie. she or they sl.ml 
have been lined, of not less than four fold the value of the ar­
ticle stolen, one half of said amount going to the Republic and 
the other half to the person robbed, and to be paid within 
twenty days after the judgment of the court shall have been 
rendered, anti in case of failure to give bond in twenty four 
hours, the defendant or defendants shall be immediately 
imprisoned by the sheriff or his deputy, and on 
the n ext nionday immediately ensuing, shal'i be i hired 
out before the court house door to the highest bidder for anv 
term sufficient to liquidate the fine with all costs and charge's 
therewith connected. And in case the Sheriff shall fail in his 
efforts to hire out such convicted person or persons, lie shall 
forthwith commit him, her or them to jail to be held to labor 
on the Public w . k tiller the supervision of the jailor,— 
they rnav also be use 1 to work for private individual.' when 
there is no public work, they paying tor the same.

*'b Am! it is J urler enacted ihiit tlie 7th : Section of the 5th : 
Article entitled an act establishing the Judiciary be and tin? 

■*ani«- is hereby repealed.

ARTICLE \ III.

kelatisg to offknters escaping from one e< via wn 
GOING INTO ANOTHER :

Warrant issued in one county nuiv be endorsed by an Al.lernem or 

Justice in another and served. ............. .............................................. j
action lien against Udennuii or Justice endorsing............... 2

1 In case any one against whom, a warrant may be issu- 
by any Alderman of any City, or Justice, or Justices of

,ll*y County in this Republic, tor any offense' there commit* 
te * or done shall escape, go into, reside, or be in any other 
^ity or County out ot the jurisdiction ot tlie Alder:' i. s 
tice, or Justices of the City or County grant such war- 
r»nt as aforesaid, it shall be lawful lor, and it is io r, by de 
dared to be the duty ot of any Alderman, Jusic- ■ ces 
°f the City or (.'ounty win re such person >bal! c - .n
to> reside, or be, upon proof being nun ■ -qr
affirmation, nt the hand writing of the Aldt'a. , notice, or 
Justices, granting such warrant, to ei Im e bi- oi toeii
ffuuie or names on such warrant, which ..,....  be sufficient
authority to the prison or persons bringing such warrant



to and all other persons to whom such warrant wasoiign 
nally directed, to execute such warrant in such other City 
or County out of the juii lictmn of the Alderman, Justice 
or lnstie.es, granting such warrant as aforesaid, and to ap­
prehend and carry such offender before the A lderman, Jus 
tice, or Justices who emloi <cd such warrant, or some other 
Alderman, Justiee, or Justices of such otheg City or County 
when* such warrant was endorsed. and incase tue offense 
tor which the offender shall be si* apprehended as aforesaid, 
shall be bailable in law, by an Alderman or Justiee of the 
Peace, and such otlender shall lie willing and ready to gi'*1 
bail tor his or her appearance at the next session of th® 
court proper to try the case, to be held in ami for the Coun­
ty where the offense w.m . iinmitted : such Aldermar, Jus­

• ounty, before whom 
I take bail of such ol­
lie next session of the

1 in and for the City,, 
ammited, in the same 
of ihe Peace in the 

said Al-

tice or Justices, ot such other City, or 
such otiemler shall he bimight, sh il 
tender for his or her appearance at C 
court propci to try the same, to be 
(*r « ounty where sir. h obelise was <. 
milliner, as the Alderman or Justice 
proper City or County might have done ; and 
derman, Justice or Justices ot such other City or ( ounty, 80 
taking hail as alorasaid shall deliver or i- tnsmi; such rec-
ognizauee mid othe r p 
court where such , the 
such recognizance 
ceedings si, ill b 
and purpo- 
same lmd ’ •

of tin proper, 
:■ by \ irtueok 
nd other pribl 

ill intents

.‘ceedings to the clerk 
•r is required to ap

ad ich i,‘cognizant- 
. mid effectual in la ■

ie same forceand valid. ., as it the 
into, taken, or acknowledged, be- 

ce or Justices of the Peace, in am' 
ounty where the offense was com 

o pioceedings shall be had therein-
•for which, such otlender shad be ap- 
City or County, shall not be bailable

tore an Abb rnia. 
tor the proper i : 
mitted, and tlm
And in ease tin a
prebended in any o _____„ ...____ ,,, ~............. ..........
iu law by a-’. Aid laiaa or Justice of Ihe Peace, or such of­
fender shall not give hail as aforesaid, to the satisfaction o' 
the Alderman, Justice, or Justices of the Peace before whom 
such offender shall be brought in such other City or Count.'’ 
then the Constable or or other person so apprehending sneb 
offender. shall carry and convey such otlender bet are one 
<>f the Aldermen or Justices of the Peace of the proper City 
or Comity where such offense was committed, there to he 
dealt with according to law.

2, No action of tr< spaas or false imprisonment, orim 
formation, or indictment shall be brought, sent, commence^ 
exhibited, or prosecuted, by any person or persons whoinsm 
ever, against the Alderman, Justice or Justices who aba* 
endorse such warrant, for or by reason of his or their 
dorsiiig the same .-such person or persons shall be at liberf5

lnstie.es
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to bring nr prosecute, his her. or their action or suit against 
the Alderman, Justice or Justices, who originally granted 
such warrant m tlie same manner as such person or persons 
might, haw done in case this clause of this Act had not 
lu-en made.

ARTICLE IX.

PERTAINING TO ATTORNEYS.

Section 1, No person shall be allowed to plead, itnpload 
or prosecute :t' an attc ;ey, before any court of this Repub­
lic bat such as shall be regula lj licensed, by the courts : and 
such lice nse may al anytime bi withdrawn, where any in­
decorous language is used by th person towards either the 
court or jury.

The sum of fifti'm dollars shall be paid by each and every 
attorney for his lit w , into the public treasury, an 1 liftv cents 
to the Clerk of the Court for drawing . aid i.. . e, and such 
license shall be signed by the Judge of the Court and recorded 
by the Register.

-------- ,,---------

AR I K LE X.

RFJ.A 11NG TO OFFICIAL MISCOM»t ( T.

SEC.
•Jiidg, ■11’1‘v .f A . .. misconduct, how suspended............................ I
•hietitt a of t l tailingtoattend to eompiaints Ac....................... 2
Clerks of < /art.-, tor negkets, how proceeded against......................... 3
Sheriffs fa:! ng o make n-titrcs,— penalty for........................................... 4
Coroner* • ubiee b initi aa’aPics.............................................................. 5
Constables, their drty, and forfeiture for neglect.................................... tj
Officers ii -tianed to rega d to natives Ac................................................ 7
Clerk or le gist! r neg ecting to record wills Ac.—penalty..................... s
Officers ta : named, how proceeded against............... .......................... 9

1. That tiny person holding the office of Judge under the 
appointment of the Government of this Republic, who shall 
he guilty of showing favor anti patliality in judgment, or 
giving counsel in its tendency calculated to impede or hin­
der the right influence ot the law, in rendering justice to 
them who seek it, or of erecting, aiding, or abetting atty fac­
tious or tumults among the people, shall on proof thereof be­
fore this tribunal be dismissed from office. But it shall ho 
lawful at any time, for the Executive to suspeud such ofti-
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, i

eer, on proof of either ot the above off'cnces. until the Leg­
islature cau t ike i ognizanci ol ’ s <■ -e.

2. If any Justice of the i'enre, / fail in attending to 
such complaints ns may be la’J before hit; by ' ithlioldiiig 
a precept when required to be is 
sel so as to tn n
reuder a wrong 
on proof hen

nm, ir give conn- 
iside the right ot a .-. ■ ■ m. or perveisely 
Igiuent in any < ,<■ at i-.-me betore him, 
made liefore His E' •*llei c> the Pre<i- 
isinissed from office. . 1 I- • liable to such 

av be attached to t. mime tor which
dldent. In- sh 

other p? . 
he is dis-.-11 

3. Th-
punct. 
law. t> 
writ 
late 
offic. 
to oh .

1 ’he several Courts sh;’. 
the rales and regulation:

lia
and

observe with 
. prescribed by

s proceeding from their offices, so that no 
id to failure ot service, and return of “too
Nov shall they neglect the duties, of their 
he r neglect thereof, or abseiia therefrom, 
mt rate or hinder by delay, any persui in pur­

suit oi justice, under the penalty of ten dollars tor each ease 
of issues not made ;-twenty dollars to; every case ol ne­
glect to snbnceua or give notice of decrees or forms, ami 
rn.es ordered in any cases at issue in their several courts 
and fifty dollars for closing their offices, or absenting them­
selves so that access cannot at all ti res be thereunto had. 
Sueh fines to be levied by execution on the goods and cl 
of said clerks, after judgment being had mat them.

•1. That the Soerifis >f the several count''s shall be 
ble to atiait ament iii the sum ot titty dollars for eacl 
evc>y ease of failure to tuaki due letu. >s ot any ec^pts, 
issued out of ary ot the courts and to them directed. And 
for all failures to make i n urns of n ames to the courts issu­
ing out executions, to collect the same summarily, judgment 
shall be entered up against the said She; iff, and his securi­
ties for the amount with charges <>f lie cast accrirng.

5. That ;he Centner shall ba subjected to tlm same liabil­
ities and penalties as the Sheiif. at all similar cases ot de­
linquencies, in the discharge ot the dut:es ol his office-.

at!6. That it sh ill 
to the Court of Qi; 
that purpose, in iu 
with a statement r 
under the penalty ot

duly 
s< ssi<

"a ‘ ot 11
or what .1- 
iwentv iii

•tables to present 
>k provided for 

t to them directed, 
,s been hand on each, 

• ml i i default of tJi° 
mal' to-'vit aud pay— 
an ordinary action of 

ueglm-ting t, ,i”.mptto pacify 
o” to a: is Sb ’ c son s . ioh’.ting the

u
r

I; rs ; 
t if v

1 in
proper discharge of their i'itii 
for neglecting to serve a w1 
debt, ten dollars ;— mil 1 
any breach of the. the pea 
peace they shall be ti.-c -n .le.isiii iia -if any tribunal 
having cognisance ot s u-h malversation ... office, according 
to the magnitude of the eff tiees.

That any commissioned or non eoniniis-'ioned < fficer. or
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other person who shall go beyond the limits ot the town 
where he resides, and by force ai.d arms, or threats, inter­
rupt, interfere with, or injure the natives unless acting un- 
der the immediate antho; ity ot ibo Executive power, shall 
be amerced in a sum ol net less than one hundred dollars, 
and in detank of payment shall be imprisoned two years.

8. Anv Oierk or Register who shall fail or neglect to note 
according to law, all wills and testaments, record inventories, 
accounts of -ales, and accounts current, ot Executors, Admin­
istrators aud Guardians, within 30 days aft< r their probate 
or report, shall be liable to indictment iu any court ot record 
of the county, and on conviction, lined at the discretion of 
the court-

9. Ail o.hcers not named in the preceding sections, and 
tor who>e trial no lavs i ive been made, may be prosecuted 
befoie the ourt of Quarter Sessions, and on conviction of vi­
olation of dutv—shall be liable to he displaced from office 
by the Executive, and subjected to such fines and penal­
ties as such couit may impose.

ARTICLE XI. 3

AN ALT REQUIRING PUBLIC OFFICERS TO RENEW THEIR BONUS.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representative* 
of the Republic of Liber ia in Legislature Assembler

1, That al’ public officers, whose duty it shall be to give 
bond an.i . ecurity. for the faithful peiiirm lime ot the services 
required of them, shall at the First term oi the Court of 
Quarter S' ssious oceuriing after the first day ot January in 
each rear, renew their bonds, and give if required increased 
Security thereon, which bonds shall be filed and made matter 
of record in said court.

o-

ARTICLE XL1

AN ACT CONCERNING APPRENTICES.
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Orrditin. lllrtxitiiuatr and v: .graot » b,l li > i 
Probate Court: diuesv 1 • 
guardians may tuque itiee • H’d o* wa-d ...

Courts oi’ Own Icr ;s 2U:udt;i:i> . I ii oi

SEC
ii'iv lie :ip;iri'ii! ii t il by tie 
n t •!» A • .—i mints ami
......................   t

tii-« s .................................Z
Uvc.iptured Africans may lie boiiml. ami lam ............... 3

It is Unacted by the »S< / :ah anil Jloir>c of licyrt .* 'ntntiees ot the
Itepublie a/ Liberia in Legislature Asst mbled: —

1. That tlie Probate Coui ts shall lon e the authority to 
bind out as an uppt entire, every orphan child, who has
no estate, and also every illegitimate and vagrant chilli, 

until the age ot twenty one years, it a hoy. or eighteen 
years it a girl, to any discreet person, applying tor, or 
willing to receive, sncli child. Said mestci or mistress 
so receiving said appren’icc. shall covenant to teach 
said chiln the art, trade or eratt which lie or she may tollow, 
and also to instruct, or cause to i>e instructed said ap­
prentice in leading, writing and arithmetic. Ami also to 
pay to said apprentice at the expiiation of his or het' 
time, the sum of twelve dollars. All which stipulation 
and covenants, t getlier with the age of the apprentice 
at the date of the Indenture, shall he inserted therein. 
Any parent or guardian may bind Ins or her child or 
ward according to the above provisions or ou such other 
terms as may be agreed upon by the parties contractinil- 
The indenture shall be authenticated by the names ami 
seals of parties contracting ami shall in ten days lrom it* 
date and execution, be deposited in the otliee ol the Clerk ol 
the Probate ('mut. of the County in which the apprentice 
resides, under a penalty ot twenty one dollars. Xu such in- 
dentures shall he transferable except by and with tho con­
sent ot the Probate Court.

2. The Couit of Quarter Sessions shall at all times hear 
and determine in a summary way. all complaints of ap­
prentices against their masters and inistressi-, alleging 
undeserved or immoderate correction—insuflieieiit allow­
ance of fond clothing, lodging or instruction: shall make 
such order the;eon as in its .judgment; the necessity <’* 
the ease may require: and may I in its judgment, if 
thinks tit. revoke the indenture rid hind the ; pprentico t° 
some other person ioi the unexpi'c rui ot th original in­
denture. The said cbm t shall iu lii am.- ; ,r and dis­
pose of all complaints of masters or m>stresses against 
their apprentices for misconduct or desvition without 
good cause. Any Justice oi the peace is authorized 
when tho court is me in session. mi receiving good in­
formation of tlie improper treatment ol any apprentice 
to summon the master or mistress to appear before 
him; and .should the circumstance - of the case demand
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it, he may require the master or mistress to enter into a 
recognizance to appear before the next, session of the 
Court ot (punter < io abide tin determination of
said court in the eas •. S’imilil tin1 master er mistress 
tail to enter into said recognizance wttii siidieient surety 
to appear as aforesaid—tin: Justiee ot tile peace sludl 
place said apprentice under the care ol semi1 suitable 
person, whose duty it shall he to have the said appren­
tice lieioie the court as aforesaid at its next session

3. That I reap!’.red Africans landed here under the 
operation and authority < t the laws ami treaties of this 
ltepublie, may be apprenticed to citizens ot this Republic 
under the toiiowing regulations: males under the age of 
fourteen rears shall be bound until they attain the age of 
twenty one years—our tom teen years —for a. term of 
8 ven years: lemalcs under the age o! eleven years, shall 
be bound until they shall attain the age ot eighteen 
years—tho-e over eleven years shall be hound for seven 
.Veins. All persons to whem sueh recaptives sludl be, 
bound shall give annually to every nude thus bound, 
tiir - -ts. (line pairs ol trousers, one jacket, aud one 
bat ci e..|: Gals a’1 women shall be suitably and 
decent’', • j', 1 All s; eh apprentices sludl bo kindly 
and one inely Tented, and : 11 proper diligence shall be 
required ot those to whom they may be bound, to instil 
into them the principles, aud to initiate them into the 
luii its of, civilized life.

I’l'BLK DOMAIN.

ARTICLE I.

AN ACT EST ABLISHING THE BOl'NPA i.i t'S Ol THE ltEPl'HI.IC- 
OF COUNTIES, nN D liKUt'L.V. N ' ’ NS ANT) VILLAGES. V,

V, hekeas it is of the utmost . ance to the peace, har- 
fcionv, friendly intcieuurs . an ble relation ot nations,
that the w bts of each - u. " only ascertained and dc- 
tined ; mid whereas serie.i in a; i : wees .may arise from the 
extern ion oi j irisdu tion over !.< t ,y,o\er which a riglului 
claim nas not been s-.r.• d, ■ d recognized ; and whereas a 
coinmou interntt e. mam’ the ' -..dess and unreasonable 
be] . ri m ;its be r, noved tin e operations ol a lawful
voir.in,And whereas it . mm ig the attributes of sover­
eignty and indemmLnce to prescribe r gulat ions for tbegov- 
vrnnurt of To i reluct of all persons coming wiibin its ter- 
dci:al jinitelitliui ; ai d wl tiers ti e people of the Republic
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of Liberia, havi •' dill', 
eutuary con i leraii ui. ] 
ot tlie soil, thi‘ .me oi

rent 
:ureb 
. t ii st

fr<
from S

for <
pen {
hel.

rood and aei. ipia'r^pr- 
p: prietors 

...th West,
B

OM t
it ive 
hr N

to Grand (.'<•»!. r- : 1 he> X, J • tli 1 4 iev.'hher: ble in-
lermediate points . ily < \ I Hl <ek i ’.e^e S Hilt arc ecur-
ed b\ pi’e-i nipt. Ve 1: a An 1 w »* len Ii1 ill 1! • iw , -opri-
etel's have m t o. 1 - eed Ml t o lids1R pit bib* t lelr pro tier tv in
tlie soil originally ov t! jn 1 >u y ie! led! ill) o this Ke-
public all an.) . Hue \ ; ml 80V-
eignt \ on r th ref ore, r4< r to acv . onplish the
lau ’able par 'C s: ii h ?.bovVj .In V, <•d a> nt. r.<r move 1 thereto
by other good and satlii iclit reasons : W Pe] rt -ei.tativM
of the People o! the ;{el'111>1 ic <»♦ I.ibui i;i ii; 1 agi slatu’i As­
sembled, in virt ue of : 1 e pur is mu treatii s 11 ia as above
stated. iio her by h. 1 ire the following to be the 'i'erritorial
Boundary of this Kept:bli<* : l'o Wi r —

A line eotnmeib iiig : it the mouth of tl:t • Shebar l i\ a on the
North V —t. runt'ii.g N. rt h -.v ab< it fort V ill s—thence
running Easii rly ' t! iniier or intit ri< r 1 IO.|i ter I loundary of
the Gallb . sei'tio'i of the \ ey. ti 1 >es ' tl.enei. aloe g said tine
of separaiion of ; ue territoiu oi the Ye , from . it i.i ■ f the in-
teri. r tribes, until ? strik*•s the Netthern mOU.V ary of the
.'•lill'burg pur. ; (long the Norm 11Astern boundary
of the Jlilisb- rg t . c and th roug'b tile tract o country
Ivin-* lx . w cen ’ ae s ih Unilsbuig purchase andJunk, until it 
st-'ikestl.i angle of the purchase of Junk territory,
thence along tae ulterior boundary of the purchase from Bassa 
to tlie St. ,'oun s Km i r ; thence across the St. John's and along 
the interior 1. uii.Iary f the territory of the Atlantic tribes 
from whom the j urcha es were made, until it read the south 
Eastern front of tie? Grand (’esters terrt •rv. cnee in a 
South Westerly direction to the ocean ■ .no. esters in I 
degrees 39 n.:m.o north latitude an 1 s uegrei minutes 
west l-nglade being a mean parallel distance ft the ocean 
of forty five milts : thence along the si a • ui a North
Westerly direction to the place of nunu. out, inclu-
ding al! rivers, harbors, bay s, islar. is and >• ■ . . itaree out
in the ocean is determined by the law of i to be just
and proper in >uch cases, or as secu.itv. j . a ction and a 
wholesome jurisdiction may demand.

AHTK'T.E II.

DEFINING Till'. liOVNI>3RIl'.S OF THE SEVERAL COVNTIES <’f 
TilE REPUBLIC.

Section I. '1 hat the Noithwt ...in boundary of the be-

*\
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ptifciic of Liberia •' and shail be the \ a/(western boundary of 
the ( onr.ty o A. ■ itcerrado ; ano that- the Southern i-.-istern 
boundary of s; 3 county shall be a line me mile 1) the South East 
of the Southern /.astern ban of the main bran ii of Junk 
River and running parallel with said. river back into the in­
terior.

ft

2. 'fhe botin: 
Northwest shall 
"f Montserrah 
b'oath Eastern

«. 'i he ( 
the South Easte 
nil the South East 
•’* the llepubiie.

iary of th - County of (Land Bassa on the 
b the Snath Eastern boundary oi theCountv 
and the *'• 'itif of Sanquin Fiver shall be the 
indary • f (L 1 Bassa Countv.

y of Sum? shall extend on ti.? North West to 
. bound it y of the County of Gr ind B - 
it sha I reach to the South Eastern boundar-

ARTICLE III.

INCORPORATING. BOCM'ING. AND REGELATING COl'NTIES 
AN), TOWNS.

Secti.-s- >. Each county sha' m-divJed into Townships of 
not raon than eight miles squar?, ... ! otherwise more accu­
rately defined bylaw: Provided '\.. . ..he., there is not lie 
spa? - • 'gbt miles between any two set:'etnents—then half
t;i? u ... ee whatever it may be, shall limit each township.

- I ie several Townships shall lie bodies corporate, ami as 
sueh— ay sue an 1 be sued—take ami hold real .. ,.i personal 
property for the benefit of the Townshij -make and i dtil con­
tracts, and lev\ all sueh taxes as may be necessary lor township 
purpose ..

3. The corporate powers of the "veral counties shall be ex­
ercised by three Commission ?rs appointed in each county, 
'vhose duty it shall be, to hr «• the '• are o ' the buihli ,gs and 
other property of their re.pe-tiv- < ' in i, —exercise a general 
supervision over prisons, poor !n>r.<- : 1 as -u-—ex imine
'uto the state of roa Is and bri 1 ,-s - ' nv'uat expendi­
tures are needed for th • er? t’.-> , an; ov. raent and care of
’he same, and recommend to 'r . .e\ i he appropriation

s(i s.,m9 ;ls nlay he nec< ssarv, on. of the funds oi’ sail] 
'"'Un/y :—And tm Conimi-doners ? • fill,'' :• have power 
whenever the necessities of the eas .’quire, i evv and collect 
’uvh taxes as may be inquired towards ; aying the < xpenses of
Government.

That all monies arising from licenses under the first and 
?e’wi 1 sections of the eighth 
’STUtioi., Jo' -.i.i r -e and R -v 
Sranted ;o the autli units of 

amount snail lie raised 
'h'n purpose-. It i- hereby

At ti- i of the Act regulating Nat • 
■' be, and the same are h >reby 
.he towns -ml villages in which 
to be expended for Count y and 
made the duty ot' the Treasurer
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il sub treasurer* <• •'* several C’ntitit it * to furnish the au-
t a • •>: sn i : >.v.i
«.u n - * • paid . ) : in i on

\ ih.ig wttn an a • van' <»: tae 
‘icii'ii!i »inf the said tece,nt to the. 

Pia s.dellt. lie is herein a it am.z. . .'.tin V til t t i draw on 
the T e.isiirer or sub-trea*ii; ■ r rt soectix e. v, f e th -.ii ie : to 
1 applicdtof.it improve . nt of tl.eir retpeetive 1’ owns ani 
\ Hinges.

That where tic'»■ are no 1 al authorities, the Prrs-blent
he, ami he i* 
some suitable j >r p
;:ppiirt ioitintnt t i.
tu t arry out the p . e inn

authorized ami requested it,,. 'Hit
receive tnc an:

ue to sai 1 Imvii < • village, sr.id 
this anti the preceding section*..

The Tre.isiuer ttf tie? (' nt v shall ret -Ive and io-op sub­
ject tu ms h r nt i n- ( nil! lit. - a tit" * . .| t ic- ( i ‘1111-
• ■ . am! in ■ be '... .1 'p ; " - i I • ’ • : • • ■ : ic , n id ii is .h ir 
lie shai " p :l ace-ant nt . re .■!- m 1 di-lr. -nieuts
el’.1 ft at ali t'l'i >!:,■■ ; .si, •( . a u . ii -s'. ; set'' ;—■
Shall beep -t j . ' ■ e accounts : • • ,j foribcCom-
m.mwiail . ; 1‘nr iiims . i . . tie lines : and 3'1,
Commonweal!’ ' ixe*. Ate. A An i for .!■ service.., be shim 
ivceivi a pit' am, nut tn exv • d twe on al. m 'liilJ 
Its .’.veil ami pah, e linn- tilt rate | t entui.it o be determined 
hr tht t ouiiiit.ssiuuvrs.

AKTK 1 1< IV.

F!.'.!A1m' - TO THE AITOKTIOXMEXT AXD IMPROVEMENT 
ol EAJUJS.

Section 1. I h settler mi his arrival in this Repui 'iei* 
entitled tu 11 raw a town Int nr a oh..nation. t'm which the Pres­
ident shall gave him a ct rtilh ate spi eit viag ti t amber and 
the time of drawing. if a own I »: b, di i-. .. it i required, 
that a house of sutlicicid size tn m:. .ate all tiie family 
the pro, rietor, and built of «t mc,b . is. ; other substantial 
mat> ri ..ml workmanship, or it’ frame . a . , weatherboard- 
ed a , 'Ot - I with tile, *litei>l sbingi. *. ,,~t •. ] thcrcM
and if cmuplia d iu two years from tA tint ‘ eertilieate, 
lilt; drawer wiii i entitled to a tee s.mpit veil. If a piling’ 
ti m lie drawn, anti w ; bin two ?\ >.:■• two acre of land on s#1^ 
plantation : had i- bet n brought tinder cultivation, tlie cer­
tificate may bt exchtingm for a d ' in fee simple.

That every 'narr ed man s’m'l have for b.uiself a to"'!1 
lot, or live arres of farm la: ■ , m. tier with two more fori"5 
nite tttid o: ■ ' t aeh cniid that mat be with him—pt'Oft^
,ihraye that n ■ ;ngie family shall hav more than len acri’s

applicdtof.it
entui.it
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3. I hat women not having husbands, immigrating to this 
Republic with permisdon, and attached to r.o family besides 
their ' "
lands ot: t ’
‘heir child 
Tears a. riv 
Majority w 
of allegiam 
or five a< r

own sbal’ re- v> each a town lot, < r two acres of farm 
nt and one acre or, account of each of 

mar: ie 1 men of the age of twenty (me
iat1' Reptile i

shall
farm la:

c from 
nt in the same, 
admi:ted to dr

,h

abroad, or attaining their 
and having taken the oath 
i v and hold a buiL'T,,* ]n£

, same conditions as married
men In o! mu:g. a: r a Is, ueh ) ■ -on b to draw
oil account .d Ins tarn.'; no additional Lmds bqt ,1 ;,q j,.....
tied to In,Id whatever ms wife may have previ. us' dr£^ „ 
Iter own rights, or inher ed from a former hm-band or other 
person, provided -he hall not have alienated such lands o the 
time of her marriage,

b It shall not be lawful f'rany person or persons to cut 
'town or destroy any Palm Trees on lands, t or which ho or tl 
no not possess a fee simple title :—Arid that ft r even sue’ • »' 
fence, he, she, or thev, shall be subjected to a fine of five dol 
■•its. recoverable before . .Magistrate, for the use of h. 
Party suiting for the sain Vid all p rso:is tr, snassin > on 
U'lds not their own, by ci; ling oi r, o -vie.; tiiibei or other 

property, are liable to ext- , r\ s.

ie

That no bargain, tie 
’y or with the grantet “d or lease of lands, 

ac same. before a Ie- 
b '( it obtained, shall 

in lmds acquired 
“ ( vent of he , tse 
•xpiratnai of the pm- 

the Republic.

o.
fee si

...... ..  + impe ■(
Jbe draft of tie <ame, sha 

or expulsion of tin- di awer beto 
bationary term, descend to bis or la .

8. That every proprietor oi farm la,,,. required to keen 
■ected, at the angles < f the same, posts G inches square it 

deep t0Stau<l 2feet above ground and be plantt ; ;■ inches

I he penalty oi one dollar tor each po. 1 not so erected to co 
w au.V person sueing for the same.

"mi ' nr i ii i »< <*
Saljand complete title in fit 
J”' valid or lawful. The ii

. Is 
nplt

lot
ha

o-------

ARTI 'LE V.

FOR REGULATING TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

or ' IJbR whenever there exists an excess of under brush 
j . !,oxious wet ,t» tin* injury of persons In ing contiguous, 

•hiring or in conveniencing them either in their ways, prop
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( itv or health—it shall ho the duty ot persons ,.g,.ievc 
thereby, to make a representation ot such nuisa .,-e to the 
Commissioners, under the 8th sec! nui of-'u \ t in..,.rio 
rating, bounding and regulating coutifi
duty it shall then be, to publicly ad' i 
the owner or owners thereof to clear 
nuisance complained ot—and should 
main after such notice, then sa d coi 
tise at two of the most public plaet a 
space of ten days, at the end ot wl. 
sary for the removal of such re an 
lowest bidder who shall he pa'
■ ar.ee from, any funds ol the T. >.

2. That the owners of property thia 
allowed one year from da'e < I -h ac 
repayment of the sum expem f , a : 
paying an advance ot .33 ?, per < , ,
*\i . should they tail or neglect tt i i 
a:-■ the expiration of one year, then, attei

otice in one ot the news papers published in

iueorpe 
ml towns," whose 
tor thirty days, 

y and remove the 
nuisance still re- 

■ cis shall adver- 
>o>vi. .hip tor the 
the work neces- 

shall he let to the

umbered shall he 
uni’eance lor the 

1 c *ame—they 
-tea so o; id out- 

c same, at or be- 
forty days’ pah- 

on rovia,
ihe same shall he sold or such pmtiou tiicico; s 

essary to repay the township with tin advam >. ;
diargeable thereon : 7>or </ -z that the in.,
n ors having no guardian shall not be sold 
] ii ttion of one year from the time ot their

slu.ll 
Hid cost

the es 
rl,,> age

Ot 
rri vs

went.v one years.
That every holder of a buildim or .i n lit -hall 

a sufficient fence around one iia - ’ ; ,e . ,»« tl*
parts contiguous to his u^xt neighbours. Ci’i is injured 
, r iiable to injury from his neglect to m ike sueii ten<*’, 

apply to the Commissioners afore.'aid, who are to warn 
ti delinquent to construct sueh h nee within a reason::’’!* 
ami speeitied number of days. Incase ot m-glect, the *1*’ 

juent is to be again warned to complete the f aiiie with’1 
days thereafter. At the expira'iou of this hi-t tn dayp 
(signal complainant is authorized to cause tl e t nee to 
t.ade ; submitting his bill tor the sa ne, t ,h > Coiunris- 
■rs, who are to revise, and, if reasonable, di ii. 0,! 
bill, any Magistrate applied to, is to issu: s.p ’i)
>,anding the constable to levy on the de' mj n. ' i"'-

si ,1 estate and raise the money tor judgment and eos- 
'dn thirty days.

That there shall be a town meeting, under the dirt’1 
ii 1 tne Magistrates, held in each tow uship annually
t ,t Tuesday in October for the purpose ut levying sue'1

as may he necessary for township purposes. And h’1 
to appoint one Tieasiii<-r amt three overseers *’j 
0—the last to keep the roads and ; treets in order, i’1'*

.d the ingress of natives outlie Sabbath day and l,rC'
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vent tbe desperation of tlie same by colonists : - And for 
the proper ordci rig oc tlie streets it shall be their diV", 
ad the oveist ira »ro a ' liorized to summon all ma 
h.ablt infs from t ie aged sixteen to sixty years, bv noth - 
i’ig them three day < before each working day (not to exceed 
tweivo worki..g days in each year,) to assemble and clear 
oat ic sti. person s thus notified shall either in per 
son or by substitute apply themselves to the work aforesaid, 
or pay the sum of one dollar for each day they tail to com 
ply with such requisition, recoverable with the costs accru­
ing by summons before any magistrate, tor the use of the 
township.

5. That should any of tho officers appointed under, and 
named in tins Act, mil of their prescribed duty, lie or they 
shall be severally lined, in a sum ot not less than one dollar, 
no; more than li ve dollars recoverable for the use ot ! 
towi ship oa complaint before any Justice’s Court.

6. That if any individual or individuals be found drnnl 
in the streets ot any ot the towiis ot this .Republic, lie, sh 
or they, shall be taken immediately and confined in jail un 
til he, she, or they become sober.

o

ARTICLE VI.

AN ACT REGULATING THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS Ac-

T- •usury—miniinnni prices of lands.........  :

j n^"-csentaiii'fs o '

I at .here shall be appointed in each of tli< 
'up .bli .tne person to be called Lai.,.

atid the bourn, a
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receiving the Snrveyoi s- certificate desciilung the bound­
aries, number &c. ot sed land lit* shall on the fust day of 
the term of the Coin i \ it, ■ ions vhen it is no, in 
session offer .4; ■ lie, ai.dit a in . u ;!s>* « mt “House, 
the lot, ot paret 1 ol land so tl. n ! d invest* i. lb* shall 
filo in lus office :*.ll cert i tieat e- *t i . d 1.*. i m trom t he at - 
veyor of lands surveytd by him. and In i un-ct account
ilia book furnished or the p i p • oi i Lags sold, and re­
port quarterly to tin* tiecretai; oi Hi t tea ity. And shall 
receive live percent lo be paid ; tin „o . eminent on all 
sales of bind effected by bun.

2. 'flint the Land inir.K : -sitUH■: slum give to the 
purchaser ot lands a eop.v oi I, Si t . s certilica.e, 
embusing on tne back ot if t n- mt; o i \v nieb the bind 
was solti, and tae amount u r widen ,t was so d. ihe 
juii chaser on recii'.ing said i , i l.e-* ■ pay into tin*
Treasury, within ninety days. licit... amt ..nt tor land 
so purchased, and take tin treasure, s u -eipt lor the 
same, and present the same ft tin* land Commissioner. 
And should the purchaser fad to comply, the Side shall 
be null and void And in all such eases the person 
shall be responsible to the land Commissioner for the 
amount of his percentage on sides, and on his tailing 
to pay the same, it may be recovered in an action ot 
debt before any Justice ot the l'caee or any Court 
having jurisdiction in the case.

11. That the Laud t ommissioner on receiving the 
Treasurer’s receipt, tor moneys paid in foi lands sold, 
shall torthwith grant the purchaser a cert iii ,te addressed 
to the Register, certifying that he bad < implied with 
the Jaw in the purchase of a lot or part t i of land as 
described by the Surveyors certificate, a cop. ot the same 
thereto annexed, and that be is emithn o a deed tor 
the same, lor which certificate lie shail j y twi n y live 
cents. All lands surveyed and offered : auction and 
not sold may be sold by the Land * t uimissioner at 
private. sale, paynt-n. io be made tin - nm* as laml 
sold at aucliou, provided it is no, solo below the mini­
mum prices t l 'ami. The minimum piiet > t land lying 
on Tin: ma, gin ci livci- shall be one tl.ular an acre, 
ai tl those lying m tl t ilor ot the lands on the
rivers Fifty cents. down lo»ts t Hell shall I t Thirty dollais,
except mnisby, rocky am Inn ren lots ami plots ot laml
which may be sold to the highest bidder

4. '1 hat it shall be the Jie Kegi ; rar, on reeeiv-
ing the ceitilicate ot the Commit oner with a
copy of the* Surveyor’s ci 'ti; it. (M‘S» 1 ’I.1’ g the number
deed and boundaries oi in- ..e immediately
to ti 11 np adetil with the number ol acicSj number of lot
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and boundaries &c, as per Surveyor’s certificate, counter­
signing tlie same as being executed on tlie authoritv 
of ike i. nrl onin issionei’s certificate with the day and 
date so executed, and deliver tho same over to the purch­
aser, he paying for the same. The Iiegistcr shai; tile 
all certia tea nil shall transmit them semi-annually to 
the Secretaij <■' .-■fate. He shall be allowed the usual 
lees tor mak ng on: and recording deeus/it 'being heretfy 
imide the dn \ of eai i lit gister when called upon to record/ 
deeds to la > ml in his < 'mint v"' in a TTook Ttlfiiislieif 
UtnrTof tlie iai’o s". TliT- Piesidcnt is hereby authorized 
aud requested t > lodge in tho hands of the Iiegistcr of 
each County it sufficient number of blank deeds lor lands, 
to bo filled up by tlie begister according to the 4th, 
Section of this Act.

5. That tho President is hereby authorized and requested 
to have drawn up at as early a dale as possible so as to 
he extended a correct plot, where there is none, of each 
Town and Village, or .Settlement, in the several Counties 
of this Itepublie, whore lauds are being drawn or sold, 
and a copy ot each plot ol the different Towns, Villages 
or Settlements in the respective Counties, be placed in 
the office of the Land Commissioner, and also in the 
otliee ol the Register who shall note on the plot deposit 
in his office, all land disposed of by the government for 
"hieh he gave deeds orot herwise eoniing under his notice, 
and to whom conveyed. It shall be the duty of the Land 
Commissioner toriiote on the plot deposit in his office 
all land sold, by him am! to whom sold, and of nil lands 
lepoited by the Surveyors. The Lund Commissioner shall 
he held responsible lor any damage sustained by any 
Person or person from mismanagement or neglect of the 
duties of bis office And further any law eontiicting with 
this Act be, and the same is hereby repealed.

-------- (>--- —. —

ARTICLE VII

A-\ ACT \t THOKIZIX.. ' ll' APPOINTMEM'OE SURVEYORSFOH 
EACH COl A'TY. AM) DEFINING TH IT R DUTIES

H is Eiutefed In/ tin f'mati mid House of liepresentativrs of the 
ilepoblic of Liba in in Le<itsla(ur< Assembled: —

,sui"i io\ I. Ti it immediate y after ihe passage of this Act, 
'here shall he an) mu: ed ui , ,e! oi I iu ( mu lies of this Kepub- 

Sur\ vers io i il he land- . . beii respective Counties, as
*°llows : Ei .- aii>er. t ■ there -hall ],e three Sur-
Veyors appointed ; for Grand Bassa County, there shall be two
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appointed ; and for Sinoe County there shall he two appointed 
each one being responsible for his w n acts ; and upon disputes’ 
arising between two Surveyors as io the correctness ol survey 
ol' anv plot or plots of land a., veyed -i parately by them, the 
I'uestion shall be determined by toe decision ot two Survey­
ors agreeing—and where here are not three Surveyors, the 
I,ami Commissioner may lie a.- ociaied to determine the ques- 
, ion.

2. It shall be the dut; of sa: I Surveyors, separately or joint­
ly when called upon in their respective Counties, to survey 
Public lands drawn bv emigrants or others to whom lands 
may be apportioned, bv the order of tae President or ot whom­
soever he may appoint to issue such orders in the several 
Counties of this Republic. Public lands to be sold at public 
auction to be surveyed at the order of ■ Land Commissioner.

3. All land shall In-surveyed so a - to give its situtation, the 
number of lot or parcel ot land as it may be, the boundaries, 
the four corners or angles ami the number of acres The Sur­
veyor shall give to the party concerned in the survey a ccrtif- 
cate describing the situation, the number, the boundaries, the 
owners and quantity, ami receive from the said party a re­
ceipt endorsed by the Commissioner of public lands stating 
that to their knowledge or belief as the case may be, said lot 
or parcel of land ileseribing the same, had been surveyed ami 
a eertitb-ate ot the same received ; upon said receipt the Sur 
veyor shall he entitled to pay tor his services at rates as follows' 
l-’or each ten acre plot surveyed at any one time to order, not 
exceeding five plots, Three dollars : l-’or each ten acre plot Sur 
veyed in like manni r • e . ceding ten nor less than six plotsj 
Two dollarsand fifty cents .For i liten acerplot not exceeding 
twenty, nor less than eleven plots: Two dollars and twenty five 
cents: For every ten acre plot over twenty plots, Two 
dollars, and for every 1 o- t lot surveyed, One dollar. It 
shall be the duty of tlu- Surveyor to report to the Laud Com­
missioners of all public land surveyed by him, to the order of 
the President for emigrants or otii giving their situation 
boundaries ike. and to extend on the blot deposited in the Land 
Couimisboucijs oiliee, as additional - . > -,-vs are made, and shall 
receive from (lie government twelve and a half cents for each 
ten acre block up to tbit:' at-any one time extended on the 
plot, ami live and upward at my < time ten vents per block, 
and for town lots six and a qua.
ami upwards extended at anv one 
Land Commissioner shall i '
with the lield mites, m 
receipt, for survey, eel - u _• 
been ploled, on which id- " \

■I. Any Su- i yor o • -.o >.. 
receipt from any ) arty on a fa? 
Mated in the certificate, had not

cuts up to four, and five 
•cents each. The said 

. , ._isl.y comparing them 
■ irrect shall endorse the 

i. same that the block lmd
1 re vive bis pay. 

x i -tuently obtaining a
c.-ruiieate when the lands as 

been surveyed according to law,
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upon conviction of the same before anv Court havin'; jurb na­
tion in the ease, he shall be fin 1 in a sum of not less than Eit’iv 
dollars nor more than Out; Hundred dollars and dismissed 
from otliee.

5. That any law conflicting with this act be, and the same 
s hereby repealed.

--------0

AIM'D LE I

AN ACT RELATING TO TREATIES.

; It is enacted bifthe Senate and House of Hepresentatiees o f the 
Itepublie of Liberia in I <cislaturc Assembled.—

■ Section 1. That’in ad east - 
this Government shall b" a parr

ities to be made, of which 
President may appoint 

Commissioners, who may be ci hid with the necessary pow­
er, and held bound to «d. j art in no wi m from their instruction 
Ami all treaties, win 'cot the Republic is one of the eontraetine 
parties, shall, from tin* date of their publication, become lairs : 
And off' id' 1 - j.- d' ' • . ' ■- i-h ns .dl be mmisln 1 in pur
suance ot' jn< 1 i •. ,d m . , , .
/ 2. That in all t: cat an 
MHng Ifeadim 1 or (

1*
\

c
of questions of bound:-'-v 
fair ami complete limb rsta 
and proper instruments ,r
fully expressing the w. • to
arrangements made, mid cut, - 
Us the consideration c ■ . 
made together witli' e. 1 . 
transaction And m c’ni- ■ t 
of any lands shall io either 1 
accede to measures - nor shall 
tion be given to w... 1 - ••

i 'gotatiniiK with the surroun 
ve tribes for’land, the settling 

" the extension of territory, a 
shall be hail and obtained. 

:■ ">• shall be had ami made, 
d-'cl, matter of agreement or 
d mio—the full amount paid 
■■gam, or for any purchase 

, a tires of all concerned in the 
ilead-men, tiie proprietors 

ei'cc or I rani], be brought to 
at construetion by implica 
tion be employed to deprive

th ein of their rights m any respect, and more especially wi'di 
regard to lands when tin y signify an unwillingness to dea' 
in the wav of pacific negotiation.

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT DEFINING PSliRi 

It is Enacted by tlie Senate and House of Ecprcscntatircf
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of the Republic of Liberiain Legislature A ssembled:

Section 1. T .at an- 1 '• ' ■’ :a tai- Repub­
lic higher than ten /«nc...X--. ,• r-tiiir-D. h...I Re consider­
ed usury: and any person or p > ■ ,s i". . »t urging
more limn ten percent'im pel ii min oil u\ ainouii's which 
may he due bi n or teem, shall 1 i i.’it ihe whole principal 
and interest to go to t e use of tim Lepub.’c.

g. In cases ot open nee unis <>• aids ot p xcinnge, or 
other bonds <’r eb'igatnms lor money iuc. where there 
shall be no express' d agreement as to tin- rate of inteiest, 
thecieditm- shall have lie ir_ t to charge six pereentuui 
per annum and no more : —nevertlr’ie.-s it shall be tiie priv­
ilege ot any and all persons in mak ar contract when the 
payment uf money is invo ved, to ' barge a- high an in­
terest as ten pereentuui per annum, ieh s' all be bind­
ing upon the gianiee if ii.ir greed to by both par­
ties when the contract was m ole.

.3. Offemes against this aei s'all he deemed inisdeniean 
or, and shall be prosecuted as sueii, upon •intoruiation, be­
fore the court ot monthly Session.

ARTICLE I.

AN ACT ANNl LUNG AND FORBIDDING A Si A I I IE OFLIMIIA- 
TIO.Y

lie it Enacted bp the Gorernor and Council in' Legislature 
Assembled and is la rebp enacted bp authority of the’same:—

Thatthe act fixing a Limitation in bar of the recovery of 
claims m this t mninonwealih, be. and the same is hereby 
repealed; and that no such law, statute oi ordinance shall 
he of force previously to the year 1350.

Ena''t,<! h>!,he Governor and Council in Legislature .Ls- 
scnilded and it is hereby enacted by the authority of'the same

1 hat the, art passed September I-!') ’‘annulling the act fis 
ing a limitation in the bar of the recovery ot claims in th 
Commonwealth, lie, and the same is hereby repealed.
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’hall Im |iiiui'ili:ilili'
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••Ilf I 1 i||' ||,|||| : ail'l | " I

2. Il'any I" ' >i r 
►'■as, up in :,n 
►ho jurisilii i um i.
•’try in, nr upon a a 
’►tigers, on I in ! ii.
°f any such n '
" il 11 Mich i - i. " 
I'ira. c, evi'i'v m ■'. <1 
*0 he a pii i . ...ui .
any court . <■' ',»"l
attached to 11.<- ■ ; .

Every i 
knowingly, .u. 
’Otincil, or . :vi- 
f‘r robbery, < •
►hall ,b, , •
’•till p, T'.'I

tlie ease i ... '
ba be
►hereof rein 
Pr‘». tnuen;

G It anv ,

d in.iic I I.y 1 lie law '1 pH a •v, ainl
axx nt mil loti • punishable wil a 'dc.ltll.
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H|H '. i.illx il lined by 1 a w.
i fil l' 'll! b nil •n mil upon lb i h ;)i

id iH’Jld, h 1, a\ , or fix er w l| inn
Kei ublic. i i«11'i i r, ’ be crime nt rub

\ i 1, i ip>>>n 1 h- • • 1 ’ s crew nr pa*
•' lie l. !' . . •V 1 f ,o \ i | l'en "i i n.'U'on i'
,i! t »i i U i';» ’ . 4 I: ’ 'i b run a x ay

i i.»1 \ >r: i Ifil \ .'1 1 III nic'i V e : (•1 tna
,.jer .1 II be. 1 ae ’.1, 1; !,■ 11 and mljudged

Old • H t i ei e. 'f ciinx icti 'l r ;« rc
nt i i li 1 shall > nil r Hie |penalty

<>! .i a v

Vv > 'lull-, d tin ■r ttpttft the to 1 ot* • <? 1,

cd' , ;o«i uniI a .si .1, |. 1 , llu Mid.

Ik I’ »I», i » <i<», or collimi’. I • x Hint dvf
act, l' p; ’ V d ell ml. ee I snob pci soil

I:V »1l< il }’ll iH’\■ or ro. opi ' , itn. 11 c\ ci v
Si •<! 1 ItJtf, col an aie' ii. ■ r ei iG clltl’i-

• n*r • • • < « . .no .1, nod, and ad l|d- •

'orc ll.. t, and • '
>rc u coni pvt1 iH [. ileal.al, ' hid. re r«: im

rri.e. O'

;. gy d in an
envy.' • eornr.ai)'.'i • ..n» .i.il.■ I
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*1
I mi shore commit 
a pirate, ami on cot

vessel, shall land from such \ esscl, an 
bery, such person shall he adjudged 
tion thereof before a competent tribunal 
altv attached to the crime of piracy.

5. d'he President of this Republic is authorized to instruct 
the commander of any armed vessel of the Republic to sub­
due, seize, take, ami semi into anv port of this Republic, atty 
armed vessel or boat, or anv r cs<el or boat, the crew whereof 
shall be armed, and which shall hat ■ attempi • I or committed 
any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depredation or seiz­
ure upon any vessel of this Republic it the citizens thereof, 
and also to retake any Liberian vessel which ma\ have been 
unlawfully captured upon the high seas.

0. Whenever any vessel or boat, from which anv piratical 
aggressioti, search, lestraint, depredation or seizure shall have 
been attempted or made, shall he captured and brought into 
any port of this Republic, the same having been condemned 
by due process and trial in any court having jurisdiction in 
admiralty eases, she shall he adjudged to lie sold, and the pro­
ceeds thereofto go, one moiety to the Republic, the other 
to the captor. And t la- court so condemning is herein authoriz­
ed to decree the sale ami distribution rc< ordingl v.’

7. The commanders of armed vessels of this Republic 
knowing any vessel or vessels to have committed anv of the 
crimes above speeitied, arc hereby authorized to pursue, take 
and detain said vessels and the crew thereof, and carry them 
into Ihe port lying next to the place of capture to be dealt with 
according to law.

s. Any person or persons who shall make forcible entrv on 
board any vessel within ,lie jurisdiction of this Republic,’fa’' 
the purpose of robbery, or molestation of tli crew or passen­
gers, or other persons on board said vessel, or who who shall 
unlawfully hinder, detain, or restrain said vessel from proceed'1 
ing on her destined course, all such persons so forcible entering 
upon, hindering, detaining or restraining shall be deemed guilty 
ol piracy, ami upon conviction thereof befoi\ a competent tri­
bunal, shall suffer the pains and penal; r 'ached to t^c 
crimes of piracy .

9. Aliy person or person who shall go along 
sel within the jurisdiction of this Republic, or” enter 
and take therefrom by force, any portion of the earg- 
apparel or furniture of said vessel : or shall cat, ini 
any manner damage any portion of the cargo, tack!

rob* 
vic­

in'! suffer tin J'en-

furniture, or hull of said
dl <it piracy.

jo. Ativ person on board ot one ves 
shot or discharge any deadly w eapon in 
vessel, such person shall be deemed g 
tbeless, should such act be done in dcleii 
eai’"o, or the persons on I oaid. sueii fact

vessel, all such persons 

f
ipon in 
lied gui!'

of I
mav

any ves- 
thereof, 
, tackle, 
e, or in 
apparel,

shall be dectf'

o shall tire » 
ion anv other 
t-cy. >’<er;

■ . VC
be

el, ty 
deeded <ip

I
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•'Hl bidder, mill III Ii T 'h llllllllg hl 
;ige hiTi'in.il |.er spi-i ihe,I shall pa 
I feasury uf I lu I> I 111

<‘hiim the said prujierl v, lie hull I 
One funrih the value of llm ait,ieh 
secured to the tinder.

2. That whenever tin 
er of wrecked or lost 
to be lived on any

il n" in i ..I I le ' aid IlfOp 

i ell I he .'line In I lie high 
I'nniui I .siuii " 11 h ihe Hill'

I II bal.,lire min I III' 
. tier appeal In 

i hi I to p.i y ti.l I' age ", 

found III lie pitid Ul

I "..Hi elm n 
plnpi It y, Ililll 
mii'h' tinder

ill Un .,,id .it'!'I I he u" ii
dl PJ'ee t;i (l|

ft hot i“j -.. .. . .. ... Ilie i iieiiiu'Uani 
V"‘" i: -I 'he p.'Hlu , In have ,,

‘■'o to arbitration, according to the rule- md ensium,, I,., 
m- government of .sueii proceedings,

shouH1,1' tb" ol ,i'“ mbit,.,n„„ , ,„i
■' • 11 !!, r • i owners be unwillilig, m I u| ,,, I ,.,,,, (il

hr ,’k ‘ 1 *"! " :1)> i .. in, ,|. „
/

■ \ el

\

wllie.il


14$ ikJ ■ r •>. kt.

nwx th, highest b:Ti.'?, <i< ui; tin<x for hitnsfflf
t t- is nil of bis < • io thepsr-

.i-'i-i’ti' .[<•; ' l}( , . » i in on th«

J any p< li ip, wreek-
vU (')' <f , ; i' i • i 1 y, 1 ii!, -i- >? .. i ? 1 pmeecd-
hid-'. ;h I'll ■ SOI Is <i, 1 :s eh. dor. « r n ’ her per-
bon h - -a. oe a I'le-iu ho liuhl»
ro I >. ?! . eilt ii ;:o-l,;,:,1 ;!;• in (■ ? S (if fe , ,nj j a oeiivic-
t ion, m? . snlf • he Panic pci r . v • \ct of
j .ire nj ! re ' . 1 o the la-e.a • u<; »> ■'

v'Ti -t.x s<1 cell ill;',’ lit., ii'., i: i . SeCUTit ■ shflH
pay to the pan a nyrpi ieviai. uGul ae i.e vaau-ci such prop- 

*-i l \.

ARTICLE i

AX Ai'TTD IiECITATi: THE .’-Tl' \
MiilXRU my. i«is, .• (,t

Who Miliji'i't o nniitar /<’:i1 v
S3’

1
V»’ho ii• ■ L., •>
lanv nf tiie . - »
Officers <•! 4
\ llllllltll ■ 1
IUltli A of I ' it •, vol’intcc

Oi
.K‘*gin 1‘jll — ?,»• 7
<; in.T.ii oi-ii 'is

Kegiment.l - 'i • * i wi. ■ tn nosed—
in , ’ of 9

<i« netal com , . , d thitie^r
ol IVig-Kte 51. ‘jor -n.jpn. 1"

I- iru-s uri.si u: til-1- Ibis . , -, ’• e 1 e« t i, - i V .. 11
( oiled ion ii;
Fines or

vioi................

es nay be .b-| 1 e , ........................... K
> 1 o' <lni \ - ,n i deary of < p.- 1 me , 1 — ijxi.n’.n 1\ belli’'

* . 1*
Poisons l-li-Ctell tn serve as ollie. : sli.Ul bo e\n nined and ree,>!iiiiiended

for <• inniiss 14
1 uy when in 'fail ,ie . , j.d allowance.................................................. 1°
1 •|ft;i s , ino and general r» guiatioiiH when in aeiiml <ervicr
--fo t, .* ,,l • ff eectl.i!g in con rf? laaPail.... 1«

• 'I i':/ !itatlW
! ,1; r, Assembled.—

" ipzpii i- nA R, j,ablie Kt*

: lii.i ■- ,1 a i'i pr cn;.nrier
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UUlli be <•! !;•■ died ii: t lb illiht in ; ami 1 hat everr male eiti-
Wecu the : lit •< am . Mali h • e tsldorej “able bodied. ”
b • s.i.i: nor : ler of the Regiment a

f * • < ii :■ '’hr m of hh irabiutv.
ed persons ai' 1„ exempted from

<■• pt i! ( in 'si, m or oisiii reetioa
• .a* • o ')(*** Si I ah o( •o and their ser\ iees.

her* of th . ..hi>»»•{, ;tnid Judges oi the Supreme
a art t i, y I ''*•: * ‘ tib / o»‘ ‘ lu Logisli.tlire and ordain-
ni ’ t‘j s <>1 the p. , old 1 e .■ .rs regularly employed
,rd the \ . • ••■' :ir Koi ibiit •. ns seamen or superear-
and whet'hi" belong'd . ■ vein o.eer or milit ia companies

• j 1< . 1 b« t ‘xeinpteu when a/tua I »• engegi I in their cal-
ir 'ii'iu! " , to sea on i he 'hr < of master, except such
-••y to Vc>b;i I er companies ; ii rot aii. d that person so
Ig ;<> be c .. Illje i il .-i'l'll re'.'-t cl ■ , heir names in t ho office

■ lie ('ou.itv ( oar; : and on proof being fnr
, mod”,' of th > Mi htia, that any persons or

/ e • i. shah have be<i o uneinploved in his or
’ni inoii; its at nil . one tone, he or flier

, , ■ ■ mnelled t a .1, mil’ arv dui v, the regis-
; <> • nanus as aft- :a said, notwithstanding.

/ ■' / ;■/ (* tha! every 'P.nn. n ami supercargo so
•i in, nililv into tl ie hand-, of the eountv

’ , < i • ’ O’ , Oll.l V 111 ilil ll t he port from which he
- ft ’ •■!., .be sain of: wentv-ii ve cents,, tube aeeonntod
tie?. i- eii-r. ami applied as the Legislature may di -

t shne be the diitv of the < dinin tlder In chief to organ-
in 1 tia • ■ i li.is Republic into < ie Brigade, to consist at
oft wo 1 iegtmcnis. : lid :ls s,>,> ;is ma v be. complete the

./ •II. • v tiding up, tiie Brigad , .o'f •/, ltovei or.
shall ne\ •-* r e.nhi aee mere t ban four !•>. 'i’in 'tts, which

d in point of numb •rs ms c’r- Us/s.auccs will
lormed

I'eCl.

IZC tl.
V' sen

lllilt '■!

SilflH . . .
•i’leiv, . h?'// "‘I'tdcd tn.it 
with les* tl tin ' i

4. 1 h m,

wh sc r oik si.:,1. b net of i a, 'ail
with . m "a'.i.sol ip , ' i i.
arv with the tank ot Captan.

i’o faoll 11 t-••■iuiell* there sl ab be o.tc C
an: ( dhoti. ’ ■ me V. ir, o.,e Surgeon: with
a ::i, au I 1' • » , i mates wtt 1 i tae
adjutant, ore t.pmrte ;• Master, and one 

• t Va1 illK ' .
ter t l . .del" , alio <»ih ■ 1); tun ? 1 ijor w nil
geant : ami L ) every <a a.i.ea v t he’ e shall
l.ieittenam s, and one b’c I. ' r .’Vi:
and two M . ncia

ittr .. trv with the

r, , w , t .i one aid. 
Iil'lr. her inspector
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5. Tin' Commainlcr-ii.-chief. shall ui.ii.l i -barter tw anv 
bin!y of inan, as a volunteer company, wln n he -dudl have a 
Roll of forty, rank ami tile, presented to him for that pur 
pose, which volunteer company, ami such as are now charter­
ed, shall have the belit-lit of tiie tines ae. rueiug trom their coin 
panv parades. I he charter oi < very siwh \oiunteei company, 
shall specify the duty o its members to arm and equip them 
selves tally, a. hereinaft. r provided, and to hold thems'lves rea­
dy at all tunes when ni.itie 1, for actual serv ice as volunteers.

6. Every private and non-eommssioned otlicer in the line, 
win titer attached to volunteer companies or not, shall he bound 
at ali times to appear on parade with a good musket, havonet
and cartridgeb x 
suitable knapsack

ami. when eai.ed into 
■very volunttc;

actual service, with a 
, , neglecting to complv

with or actually violating the provisions of its charter, shall be 
formally cited by notice of at least 20 davs, to show cause be­
fore the Conimander-in-Chief, why it should not be disbanded, 
and if suttieient excuse is not rem.ere. 1 for such neglect or vi 
olation, the ('ot im; adcr-in ( hief may disband tiie -ompanv. 
and institute proceedings against the officers of such Compaiix 
before a Court-Martial—Provided always, that every volunteer 
company shall hi* disbanded so soon as’it is reduced below the 
number of forty rank ami tile.

7. All genera! ordeis - ball be i-sued by the Commander-in 
Chief, t1 lough one ol his Aids—brigade orders shall bn dis 
tributed by the lb'gade Major and regimental orders bv the 
Adjutant of each regiment. Tiie Brigade Major, shall ’keep 
a lair transcript ol all returns made to him, in a book, and 
shall tile all such returns in his office, and he shall make a lull 
report ot the state of arms, and equipments throughout tin 
brigade within twenty days after cacli regimental parade 
to the Commaiuk r-iii-CIiiei.

8. The regimental Courts Martial shall be held in each 
county within twenty days alter the Regimental parades 
and :it such places as the Comm..tiding oiiieer ot the ditler 
ent regiments may appoint. The court slmil be composed 
of the Commaudcr ot the h’egiment when, it is held, ami at 
least with two other commissioned oliieeis oftbc staff or 
line, and not to exceed lour, exci pt in cases of magnitude 
when the commanding otlicer ot tne regiment may order 
an extra number to be cited to compose the bml not to 
exceed eight. This court martial shaii hav. . oguiz’inec ot 
all military offences within its bom -,s committed bv pri­
vates or oflicers below th • rank ol Major, mid may impose’lima 
and forfeitures incurred at regimental aud . mipanv a nudes 
and lrom this court appeals may be had to the General 
Couit. Martial. And further, it shall be .he dutv ot the 
Adiutant ol each regiment to attend on all courts .Martial 
to do alt citation iu person or by depute, under the duec-
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iiment 
v live cents per 

Maltin’ lint l'X 
be paid out oj' 

lines.
•.I belli at 

he i nin-
• dav in 

:in<l 
■ ve count­

er above 
tried, it 
iet sh: 11 

nn ot tlie 
;• li t, ,111 all 

ui Chief or 
hail to tbi

and tur

the proceedings of rhe eourt. ap 
officers, to the , onuuander m Cm

san 
•tin ,

tion of tlie commanding oiiieer of the re 
flier, lii' shall receive one dollar and liven 
day (or each day be attends on the Goar 
eeediug three days, which amount shall 
monies in the Treasury arising trim. military

!l. There shall be one General Coni' '
Monrovia, or elsewhere within the 11 
intindei in I hiel may appoint outlies 
January ol each year, to be compost 
two or more stall' oflicers. 'Ibis com i 
zaiice ot all military offences committed 
the rank <4 Captain, and when a’u . 
there is no General to preside, tin' Commas,a 
Maine what otlicer shall preside, during that sc 
court. The Brigade-Major shall attea , en this , 
citation under the direction of the Commando 
General, and from this court appeals may li 
Commander in Chid And further when a Court Martial is 
convened, it shall he lawful lor such court to appoint such 
a person as the members thereof may see tit, to a t as clerk, 
and the clerk so appointed, shall receive a i oinpensation tor 
his sci \ ices in a sum not exceeding one dollar pci day, to 
be paii! out ol the Treasury of the llcpublai trom any moil 
eys arising from militiiry lines. It shall he his duty to keep 
reeo ds ol all the doings in the Com! Martial tin ier tne di­
rection ot the presiding oiiieer, la- shall deliver a true. main 
and correct copy ot all
proved by the presiding
and receive from him a certificate acknowledging ti 
and on presenting said certificate to toe pn u.i 
he shill! sign his bill for services rendered as eh rk

In. A'.l fines assessed by virtue of the Mila ary A , • '1
be collected by the Sheriff of each comity or his deputy : 
and to enable him to make collection, lie shall be p'.esi m 
ed with a plain and correct copy ol the records ot .-dl such 
fines approver, bv the Coiitmam er in-f hiet, ioi which he 
shall give his receipt. Having collected such lines, ho 
shall deduct a commission of twelve peicentuui and shaii 
account lor, aud pav over the residue into the [ ub- 
lic Tieasurv within four months at! e the reception ot the 
records of tines in hand umler the same penalties, and subject 
lo the same modi'ot recovery as prescribed by law. And 
should any person or persons so • barged with tine or acs 
tail to make payments in three months alter the Shciitt 
shall have demanded the amount ot such line or tines lrom 
him oi them, the Shciitt is hereby authorized ,o make distress 
and sale thereof to amount ot tin* tine or lines so charged 
against him or them, ll also shall lie lav,fid toi the Shciitt 
to attach tin clients or money ot such delinquents in the 
handsot any person, audit shall be la wful lor such garnishee



152 w hi :!

tosatWy and pay the amount due on urcuitn' of such 
lint it he shall nails'* in till! to p,i\ th hl p -u ' it 
shall lie 1 he duty of 1 lie Siie- i ' o -n •: m -uh _ ■ rn h e
before t ill- nearest -Ills: lee n’ the : i • i t-
tunning iiitii -the precise t om 'a- ,ail iipp-ir .I'.i*. ng
sufficient t'.ine.) ;tnl il he sh: i a’ ■ r ai (in until ■ aia ss
tlial ho has, or had efb-ets i ii Il’s b.jiu . oi st awls oi' stood
indebted to such dcliniturut Oiliicieiit to s;its it;, in , lint ot the
whole of such line or 1;:>«• , a t the ' inn*. (»i <dice tl a- ittaeh-
went was served on him o> lib-.n or if ho ’tails to appear tit
the 1 me. it shall be la1' »r !> Siii.l • isti ee to • iWiiiii ex
edition against sue'. ■he* nr the ant omit \ heieot, or
so much as .shah ' i cos! ■: pi o\ idea
t lnit before such •! us a e sha i h a • J a n exe<•ution tor
detanlt, lie shall ret, .in- . i i at h tha sin t .U’urn is'.i -e was
dlllv ilitol'Uied of the ’ iillo ' >f such iioolic .i 1 Hl.

11. Any oiliee. no,' a .mini - a. iled ■ • . or n ivate, who
having been fried b\ a (h :i rt Martial, can make i' a .jiciir
satisfactorily to the presiding i flieei < ih c i cart' in which
the fine was assessed, that the li ie w s il 1 l 1 , V assessed
owing to circumstances in his ease, tiie ♦u-csioi ng ' ili.n r
may grant hi n a new trial at the etisuiuj e an: . a.' h-iay
the collect ion of the line mi'll the i ise h. * it’ left-l­
mined, when tin tine may be revoked or rev i \ as ihe
court may determine, hi e;H h e :se the a* • it i a li! he
liotitied by order from the presiding ollie: r of the court to
delay flic eolleciiou et ; i \ tine in euesi ion and mav again
order the collection of any .swli fine, or ltiiorin him that.
such line has been revoked, which order lrom the presiding
officer shall be a lawful dis.idiarge to he tSherift mi the u.
mount of any such flue er fhies ill his hna< is lor col cation.

12. Any private tailing to attend par.ide \V 111’. i -: ■
notified, shall be lined i a a sum not less t'ban , I
hall, lmr n on* than live dolhiis—tor . n,
eail ot the Koi', not less than ill;, cents. IIO:
one dollar: tor appearhi g wi.limit, a gun. n '
twenty five edits, nor no mole tlnn three d o’ I
any amt every other article ei arms, or comom lit v b u
lie shall appear without , not less tban tw. li. ♦
nor more than two delia s. 1’or everv tn-f J i i: i ol
unsoldiei like conduct, i sum not less ,li i hic :A*. il■, » h*
More than ten dolhes . > . i for anv act o i •< Ul h re or
disrespect to olli- * rs. ol h >> than ■ wo, nor nmr 1,ha a . •. cu-
tv five dollars. 1. iy n oi,( oni a,'shmed m L C ’’ i of
the above oflenci si: 1’ ' i'o I double the fciti !h ini >oSed
upon a ’private, an : ; - •! • <1 ti. the 1 auks. A it < ot-
fleer failing to . .’■It ' at any time who* i pi- / rly
warne shall in : >• o ■ 1 ‘ 'm • • t less than tint •t lie liars,
nor more than twen'y - ol i or ,ni being • . vscut ; u the
call Ot the Kill, shall be lined i.. a sum not loss t ban ohm:

I
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'lo'S'i M.ii more than two dollar-; and for failing to uniform 
himself according to law, and lor anv unofficerlike conduct 
or disobvdie ee to Superors. may bo lined in a sum not less 
than twenty dot at.-,, not- more than one hundred dollars, and 
may be further cashiered and reduced to the ranks. Audit 
shall be the du; ot eerie start’and held otlicer. and every 
commander ot <•< nipii :es. and . Jl orderly sergeants to provide 
then; elves with ; copy ot the most approved work ou the 
tactics and discipline of the United States Army.

13. -.ii'. "i-,.ny person i . < lenten by his eompanv to
any office, 1 e shall Im examined by a board of oflicers ap- 
pointed by the Piesident, and it found competent, be shall 
be reconn 1 by tin in to !><• commissioned by the Pres­
ident. vs >11 be y required to parade at
such tin. s a ‘ic imali their respective charters.

14. WLviie. t tie m"b’a, «.r any portion thereof, shall 
he vail.. i,o i ..'iic i-• !-< , the j ,y of a private -hall he 
eight 1 bar- .] , -r n, . th. nd a daily allowance of one pint 
■md a half ■ r . -d a half pound of bvcf or their equiva­
lent in oil, v aolso ; v proV sions;—Corporals shall reteivc 
ten doi . p( r month ;.ud ok" rations with a private t Ser-

'ilhvvii ollars pvr month; Ensigns and 
Lieutcna..'a revv.ve -,-v ■.'ecu dollars per month, and
t : o ra. ion ; ( 'plains .-hid’ rwvive twenty-two dollars per 
n)ordh, ; id tw > ridons- Mr. jo • ■ : hiity debars per month, and 
three rat: >; s; ’.bun.ma it ('< :<mel.-: .-•••.il receive thirl v-tive dol- 
-'-is j.-r n-ortii, i . 1 tn .-e rations; >■.and thirtymight dollars 
1'Tii • n i th. ■■ rat’ons ; Brigadier General forty do;
•ai's amt f< ur rat . i-.

Id. dli, general ta<-ties atid diseip’ine of the militia—the 
and g.-ii'a. l t-g'i aliens when in actual ser.iev,—and 

dn-forms oi pro a .'dings in courts martial, and all forms of

it

’UTU’.Ml'.NT 1'uA.S U I EVI ITI.Kb A\ ACT IO REGULATE THE 
MILI11A.

a«
)
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How doliuqnenls from pnrRde shall bt> brought to trial .................. •• •
How evidence shall be taken before Court Martial.............................. *>

It ig Enacted i >/ the Senate and Uou t of Representative* of 
Iht Republic o/Liberia in Legislature Ato inbled:—

lo That from nil ’ after the passage of this .mt the Mib- 
tia companies <»f the several settlements <>i tow:isb:ps ot the 
counties ot tie ii.aJe, vt'aibl Bassa ami sin >e, be mi I the 
commanders of Lies line tire hereby authoriz d and com­
manded fo parade their respective coinpanit ■ i.i their sev­
eral settlements or townships on tin* tiist Satimlav ia ever}’ 
second Month : viz February. April, Jane, Aignst. Octo­
ber, and December. accord::";' to . tn m < i-d cases govern­
ing Volunteer companies with a!' prop u arms and am­
munitions as are by I; w made ami pro-, , 1 Such m,-iitbs 
excepted as are required bylaw for Battalion mil General 
parades.

2. That tho day on which Regimental and Battalion pa­
rades shall take place, shall lie on the first Friilav in '.ac 
months ot February an 1 October, and tlie lio ns shall bo 
from nine o’clock to twelve A. m. and lrom two to tour I’. M.

3. That the w requiring the citizens ot the several 
townships in the County ot Messnrado, to com, to Monro­
via in the months of February and Move ... t() p;i ade?p 
shall be, so amended as to read ‘bat ft ■ l. ie- \ parades 
shall take place in the Settlement ot ( ah. -.e’ .a utc Month 
ol October, in the Town ot Mom .vi. in ;. e . i- mb oi i-tbriip 
ary—and the law inquiring the coulomb s ot Bexley and 
Buchanan in the Comity of Grand Bass t, to parade iu E 
dina, shad be so altered as to read that the Regimental pa­
rades shall take place in the Town ot Fdma n the month ot 
February, in the Tov.i. of Buchanan in Get' ber—And the 
Regimental pa- aoie in Sinoe Comity, shall be so altered as to 
read that 'ite Regimental parade shall take place in the 
'Iowa of Gic uviile in the Month of ’•'<•!> ary—aud the 
Settleu m t ot li a iiie iu the Month of (/.tooer.

. Dri.i shall take place iu tin- settlements of 
. hick the several parades me a.ppo, ltd. 

tii deiinqueiits to be tried at i our. M, t! shall

O.
town-h’,,- ,

5 That 
be nolitiic. to appt n- there 
ntent at least the days orc 
tittl when ami where ue y 
proxy.

G. That all civil nflieers , 
ly exempted, shaii iron any, 
cd to discharge ci c:t defies, 
that d ty exempted -n . I'1,

7. Th t in Iiie ,-vi t ot' tin

y the Adjut o'tt'i the lo-gi- 
the Session ot the. ourt Mar- 
dfciend himself in p. rson or

ho max not he herein special- 
d<«y parade, they be requir- 
pum taut to their otliee, be on 
so? lllty.

■ -ic«..ess or other disabll-*.'o*
any person, thereoy preven’.iug said person from {>«rAd«
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tii?’ f. -'.deuce o‘ the feet be received on on th bv ths Court 
Mai .i :. !.».<•••■ cute aeiug li id n itwit.islanding.

S. ?, : .j.v.-s o.. i< ; with the above be ami the same 
Me Le e.iy re] .Jed.

U- 'it1 ‘b- 5 'ot. y of State lienal be is hereby au.
thoriz* i :. iiat. e copy ot tiie i hove-act to the several 
settlements as t-oon alter the passage as possible.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NAVI

ARTICLE 1.

It is Ennetedby the, Senate ard House of Representatives of 
the i.'epubieo' Liberia in h 'isiHurc Assembled :—

SrcT c -. /. That f.om and ? fo r ti e passage of this Act, 
t’ e j . siib: t bo and iie is ben by ainlo iizen t<> have built, 
or io,roll?-ed -s so -u as possible a c-ssel ol uot less lhau 
sixty, noi more tb.in one bundled toes burthen, to be arm* 
ed tar....... iiitection ofom G( ve! niue’.it ami Revenue.

2. I'rosiil, a: sli d! a ve the power ot appoint-
fit ii, b ib (-.<1110111*1 aee ot tin* b ' ' »*■ at alt times, the 

. , - i i,, 'ia niH.it maybe required tor the commanding 
/Of si;d vessel. . .
♦ 3. Ill ! the said vessel stud! lie mounted with guns, the

size and number to lie determined by r’.io President.
,. Tb. * to Police and gomral n .kdiUioiis ot said ves­

sel i,.il be under the contiol at be I resident, who may 
■ i? lai is practicable, the regulations, or any part
t! , | uhnb-d tm tb - goVi I', uicid ot .>11111 vessels in the 
Duit< , States ; and shall assign horn time to tune, to the 
Commander sueii duties as may serve the interest ot the Ke-
public of Liberia.

o —

article l.

AN A'T GRANTIN'; . i l'UTAlN MONIES TO THE DIFFF.KF.NT
ft)\VNS i VII.1.VGES.

It,. '.'..cte> hr, , ' Iloust ot Representatives ot
t/«i i <i -<i J. sluiure Assembled,—

Si,Tev 1 ! bat turn aud utter (bo passage e< this Act
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all monies arising lrom been rs, ;n 1 :e ' sc\ e-al Towns and
Villages (T t! is Republic, a> speciti >t’ in ; Ir. t st a:si bo Si in
tionsofilie sth ait ie if the Art |;,.o libit i.l. Navigation,
Com nr ree. ;o.tl it- . . iie, . ie. and 1!.e ,n »e ;u e hereby grant
ed the autiioi i’le ( tin ■ ’Me,,. Town s ill "t Vilh yes, in
which the. said aiumm oi n ini's shall a. a for the iin
pl’ocen.ent. ot tilt same.

2. That il shall tie tin ’nt • a :!m 1.oral ’, ■ ! hot it ies Ot
the sevei il Town and V ilh'ges M ♦ rum the Treas-
uier oi Sab Treasurer in cato • . y . n t " ’ lee null t
all monies p ; ie for lie n-e as spe.-tieii : nt si st se ■
mon ol this Act, from the Ke.-pectiy. i »•’> I: s ami Y.llageS ;
wlinh aecnu;i; shall be | iresented . n. deni : v here
upon lie shell ai . upon the Tl, mri Ss • i. ■ is'.trer
in each ( 'viinty tor the ;unoiint paid in the ' i 1 al depal r •
meats.

3. rI it m 1 tiv .1 > »• 111, /' ■ y ntr,f tu
curry . • . " ol thi • Aei, the 1?resi .tie. ami lie
is lie’ • 1 ■ ■ nl appoint some pis •per person or per-
motis, « . \ • s lull he to cai r\ <>u [ tin niovmioiis ot
this Ac

ARTICLE I.

AV At I T IXTVG THE SEAT OE (.< VEEVMI '.T-
I.Ei.ISI A I I KE Ac. -

Monrovia tb S.-e <i l.nv : imn ia ........
Winn’bo ! isliiie- ’ini' i..n. i.........
Vacancy in the l’i.' . .. ip:v, . .v lillcii ..........
Public recount « in-Ii rente no t<......................

ft /» ElUtrtfil fy ti,, S. I/ ,
n//An - ■

1- Ibiit the Town of 'Monrovia, in the 
serrado be, ami same tin? is hereby m 
ileeaired. t lie i>i at i.l t’■ : . veiam ; ,j,.

2. 'I li.it the Legi-hitere ul ’ I hep a
luinlly in the Te wn .M. i l ieu i »j(>
tier, uuti' otherwise oi'ti .ed In a

3. That in the event of tiie death, re; 
UiinbilitA ot both the t’resil'”.!’ jmj

■Ml l t.vi. .o HO

................ -1

hibl* * —

( aunty of Mon
•'ous lesd, ;Uul 

■’''I1 iiie.
n ; i Meet an­

il! iv in itvcein

igii..;:on nr oilier
P ri -Hi, "i nl tlo<
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Republic, the Speakei of the Mouse, of Representatives shall 
act as Pnsid u.t, uni i' the disability be removed

4. That the accounts ot all public officers must be made 
ap, and lepoited qiar.eily. 'i.y public functionary fail­
ing to make full qm.rt my ..('counts and returns. ot matters 
urtdei bis charge, wid subj'ci himsell to the charge of offi­
cial isoomlm t, and ro lie pains ami penalties there to at­
tached Al’. public ac ount . shall be closed on the thir 
tenth day nt September in c..eh year, which day shall end 
the fisalvear.

-O —

ARTICLE I.

AN \CT LEGALIZING MARKIN' ES AM’ LEGITIMATING ILI.F 
GITIMATE ( Itihl'KEN.

ft >« JJiiMfed bv th> Senate and House at /'> presentatives <»/ 
da- Republic •')' 'id "in in LtyinI'Uure Asm .tided; —

«pr,r no.*; 1 T’ m i 
• e/sl, nt, or being in th 
exempted,', shall be 
M’ horn tho < lerk ot

inai'iage of colonists or others, 
Repuh'ic (natives ot the country 

end without a license previously 
tlr? CoiintA • 'int—ami those per­

security iu 
is no legal

; lido the proposed connexion. 
ia,re eci 'iiu,' t“ this section shall

sh; 'I gi'e bond and 
seen oi t >vo hundred o liar; , that there

il 'em-sons requiiing
tin
hai rier to their enti i in 
The part es to any mai
b« exp. lh d ;om the u 
th. marriage ceremoiiv 
fined in tiie di-cii :ion 

2. It shall be tin • 
ie Gospel, nudges ,. 

hereafter join together .
make a return, ot 

thereon tlie im 
the solemnization
Quarter Sessions, 
kept tor that purpo 
to receive ten co 
license is granted 
*vertittied copy th 
Such marriage in • 

th All 
this Repaid

■puhlii , ami the 
lor unlicensed 

ot 'be. t oin• ot 
\ >1 ill .iiith

.1. sol the

person peitorming 
pul ics '-hall be 

■Sessions,
•rized (Ministers ot 

I’eme, who shall

pel

ui;. p<a - 
. »•< II 

marriage ol 1 
thercot. ta 
wi.o shall 

s.-, ami b'l 
•qs vhicli 
ami the i 

ireof 
111 V

I he 
elit.

hal i

ns ii. bonds ot matt imonv.
ge license, certifying 

I, air - -im! the date ot 
. 'h i >i. ' t 'out! ot 

r the s me ' i a book
an a cm , i be entitled 
halt be pan wild) such

• register >1 eii< ii . latri.ige ei 
all be admit.cd as meme ot 

; courts'll this I- i luolie
ho at. iho time ot their arrival in 
to living and ("habiting together as

4
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husband and wife, shall, pr-viors to their admission te 
the lights and privileges of cui >i s, ac cited by the 
Clerk ot the ''cart afoiesaui, to it’ near at I n his pres­
ence and tin* presence of •'ml: othi ><* .-<-<• ji •<. solemnly 
to iicknowh-.'* e and declare them Ae. to In bouudeii 
and lawful man aid wife—and said a fin w ‘agement it 
shall be th c ty of the Clerk o record, to remain 
thereafter fail and sufii ient evidence of tlio marriage 
-ot the parties therein named

AN ACT REQUIRING THE REGISTER OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS-

It id Encoded b't the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Itepublie oj Liberia o. 1 egixlat are Assembled-—

Section I. Tiie.e shall he a Town Clerk appointed 
annul Hy in ach town, whose business it shall be, to keep 
a record of tin* births nt d deaths of all persons occurring 
therein, specifying tin- day of ensh birth aud death, and 
the liain* s uf the persons, if known.

2. Parents shall give notice to the clerk of their town, 
of the births and I'emus of their children:—And every 
house holder shaii giv • like notice of every birth and 
death happening in his or he house—And the Sexton 
of the burial groum. in each town shall give notice *>t 
the interment of every pei.,<>i. ; mi he names of the per­
sons so interred.

8. That the Town < lerk sh; ’1 make .< mi annual rc‘ 
parts to the Probate Coi.it: Ard if ? C'.eik r the « ourt 
of Prelate and the Town «Teik shall icceive each the 
sum ol live cents for exo.i birth or des.’h that they 
mav record, which sum shall fe paid out of the County 
funds.

1 That tlie Probate clerk shall make annual returns 
of all such matters and things as come within the view 
of this Act, to tlie Becictary of State.

--------o--------

kESOLUTIDNS AnTHOKIZINO THE PRESIDENT TO HAVE THE 
CENSUS TAKEN.

It in l.arfe-! by the-Senctt i;d Rovue of Reprcscntatire* uf tht 
Hepvbl o< Liberia in Lee ash. tree Assembled.—

1. l’liat the T esi ent be md he is hereby authorized 
to ouuan as accurate a Census to be taken as the e’1'-



\
•! BAStAHVT. U9

cnniBtanees of the caw will admit, of all the inhabitants, 
»>t the Republic-of Liberia, America, and also, the 
aboriginal inhabitants, a.; soon as pos-ibh*.

1. The name ot each head of a family, male and female.
2. The ages and number in each family. so as to show:
3. 4. All males over 65 years of age, and all females of 

the same age.
5. ti. All males over 50, ami under 65. and all females of 

the same age
7. S. All males over 21, and under 50, and all females of 

the same age.
9, In. All males between 16 and 21, and all females of 

the same age.
11. 12 All males under 16 and over 11, and all females 

ot the mine age.
13. 14. All males over 5, and under 12, and nil females of 

tlm same age.
15. 10. All males over 1, and under 5, and all females of 

the same age.
17. j8. All males under 1, and all females ot same age.
19. How many of all ages shall have been born in the 

liepuhlie.
20. All idiots, lunatics, blind and decrepit poisons:—
21. The number of horses, jacks, mules,or working oxen, 

cows, hogs, sto< k of all kind, spinniug wheels, snga> miils, 
coffee cleaners, A now toot grinders, all oi any i.snd of 
produce they raise m manufacture for riarl; t, and the 
number of acres of !;. <i cultivated by each < ml c\ viy family 
and citizen.

Aim that tiie pay allo.' ed for taking the »ivilized inha­
bitants shall he accordin': i > the number retained at the 
bite of one dollar fur every :m air d souls.

All laws am iteg .t o s conflicting with the abo''e be and 
the same an :iei- h> 'epealcd.

2. It i - l;trt her hesoi- • 1, t'n.t lor taking the Census ol 
the. aboiigiual in'iubi'r.inthe shall be allowed one.
dollar per day ami five cents per mile, for each mile he may 
t'avel.

ARTICLE J.

AX ACT CONCERNING FA<Ti:KL»A
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Jt ixKnacted by the S'-m'tr ami //mwc ot ll-'fireti ntuti re ot tht 
Republic o/ Libtri" in Leijiilatnre Atwcmbled : —

Section 1. If any woman shall be delivered of a ’.<• -bard 
child, that shall he. oris likely to beeotm' cl: >>. ■ ible to the 
public, aitd sh dl upon examination to tic taken in writing 
upon oath be! ne anv Justice ot the Peace ’he place, 
c'. any person with Imiiig tit- father ot th child. any 
Justice of th - Peace, nt tht* place where the pm < charged 
is a resident or inhabitant, on application , any citizen of 
a place, whe t . 1 such child shall lie bom, may issue a win- 
r.mt to apprehca.' "”1 bling the pms m hi. g, ; before 
h m, ot any ethei : and such d ••• shall commit
him to jail, uca s . h all ent<>r into bond' with sufficient 
surety in a s of notices tb titty dollars, tor Pis appear­
ance at the < >•. ot Qua."..-: Sessions and abide the order 
thereof;—And it tin1 C-art upon the circumstances, shall 
adjudge the perse so charged to be the tat’ t. ard that 
.lie child is bad. ' • n "mine chargeable to tin- public, they 
may pi vi le tot its ma.nte , by charging the father 
with the payment ot .mt less n mte dollar per week, pay- 
able monthly into the hands ot tin- Trea.-c er of the Repub­
lic, or Sab Treasurer to continue iie l ild is likely to 
become chatgable to the pubiie,. ni tn ,er shell enter
into recognizance with sun' ieiit surety me the couit,
payable to the Treasurer ot the 'epublic >r lie faithful per­
formance ot such order ot the court. Ami it the father 
shall make, default in the payment such money for six 
months, o' reluse to give such b T ti"- Court shall give 
judgment, ano execution and the Sheriff shall proceed to 
the collection of all such sums s may be due from time 
to time by the, father, his executors or administrators.

2. It afty woman after having bee. c..unioned before 
any hist ice of the Peat-'*, shall refuse o swear to the par­
entage of the chil l, and the child, ' ’ kciy to become
chargeable to Ihe public, the Point :n. y order the said 
woman to he, hired <>•1 from time to tin c as long as said 
child may be lively to becoi e chargeable to the public,—* 
A'crer'/te/c.s't, the mother of a bastard child may give good 
bond with sail y to b ) approved by the Court ot Quarter 
Sessions, tor the n.ainteii.uico of the child.

•o

ARTICLE 1.

ACT REE.yn.xr, in EXPATRIATION
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It t* Enacted bi/ the Senate and House of Representatives of 
ihe Republic of Liberia in i.egielaturc .1 :<cir. >:, L—

Suction 1. Any person or persons, cd' is ff this Ro- 
fniblic, who shall remove to another Gov u* ■ : >.r and take 
the oath of allegiance. shaii in. t be . nti'.h J. to the pr. i’ .’es 
of citizens in this—an 1 should such persons again return, 
they shall not be entitled to the elective lrrmhiso until 
they have again taken the oa*h of allegiance to this gov­
ernment, an 1 have n inatii. d in th Republic ac least twelve 
months thereafter.

2. Should any person or persons win had left the Repub­
lic, again return "in! refuse fo take theoidh of allegiance, 
declaring that lie or they had not become citizens of any 
other Government end time sLouid : nv doubt respect­
ing the tact, said person or persons shall be questioned as 
to tee tu h "t die same before some .) i.slice of the Peace 
aud his or tie d a svvet iu the negative shit I! be recorded 
by the licgisret —And should it be afterwards found that 
he or they had iiim-a < :i oath of allegiance to any foreign 
Government, all his or their real property in tlte Republic 
shall be co. list,at ed, aud he or they debarred forever from 
citizenship therein.

ARTICLE I.

AN ACT CHEATING TOST OITIC' s AND TOST MASTERS IN EACH 
COUNT: OI THE lt.tr TiII.I V VIZ ;

XT MONROVIA, BUCHANAN, AND GKEESVllXK.

H is Enacted bp R Senate < 1 Uov.^eof Representatives oj 
the Republic of i.i. ' <,((. Le, r- Assnnb’ed : —

Section 1, That front ..a. a jer flic ois uig ■ of this act, 
there shall be created a ''o> •>: «>» imr..’. » inneda'' it
shiill be to Itav ' heov i... h e : rovi dm s of ! !•-s va>,, 
mid that tliei ■ shai b- «• i i l:>iud : >uaactcd v, uh da 
Custom Houses, l 'o i olice b-urmea;s, and (h r th. 
Collector of the above named places, be aopeiitie . i . sf 
Masters

- There shall be piovided for each Post oflico Depart 
went,’ as may be required, mail bags, eases tor assorting
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and arranging letter boxes lor receiving dropped’.ettCftS 
and conveniences to: weighing letters : —It shall be tl r i o- 
fy of each Post < r tt " tort ; me Post m w r G r 
eral of such bags, v, -es. x-r, &, as nay b • it .pii.yal 
to> the Departments . ami ti • ’ <t a ’ Gen-ia sa II he 
require*I to order what is n i\ y,di p. <: < : iie, 
ami th it he the P st AI .sti < ie hi re:; bred to ike 
quarterly returns.

3. It s.a i be the duty of the Post ' • , ' revive ’’
letters, papers, atn. packages, email ; !\ lain or odi( rv. ise, 
—to assort ami ar.ange the sa'a- ■ a a eoinc,,. nt delivery 
when applied for, and ail lctti > it 'not;.: < u..ts . : ..ft 
the one \vlicit' they aie reeeit o, shall be a.-> :: • .u.d | tb 
up nndei seal, and forwarded by t hi r -ate and sp t > 
opportunity oftci ag. Letters tor pei • - isiding out ot thi 
ltepit: ;c, t< '.riled in like ma b'e ot postage-
And ir sin b . > be the duty of the Post .. ter to receive 
the po- ■' a a'i letters &c, delivered.—lett t> to be tor- 
warded ot' ' . < Ri'i nblic excepted : and he shall make up
a list if .. iers, papers & \ temainii.g in L. .tide r
three d . the names ot the persons to aom din- eh b
and ml e by puttine it up in st . li Towns anti
vill.., i a the letters, papers A", may be addressed
—he di i tee in a public place at or near the olli e a 
sign, at least three feet long and six inc es broad marked 
in capitals ‘°ost Oiliee’. When no opportunity otters t o 
fov. tiding the mail to the dft'erent counties, u d receiving 
mails from he same, the Post 'btstei Gen rn shall u . an'l 
he is hereby authorized with the ad\i -• ot' J.e Vi .si-miit, 
to make an express arrangement for 'lit inn eyaneeol the 
mails between tae several eounns eael w.iv > ' astoneca 
month—no letters to be iowanli 1 by ■•>.,> . -s nu ess ovrhti­
ed on tht back thereof.

4. All vessels either Liberian or Foreig. nr in .' , : Pirt, 
it shall be the duty of ach Captain be ny eiiLring hi.- vessel 
at the Custom House, to leliv.r to am • oll-.ctor ..nil tiii* 
Deputy, itb list rs, newspaper and my <•;' m pt-kig-s that 
may legally b * considered as emaig’ m tl r im l‘-af ot'.ice 
regulirion s—l t’e>'S to consignee ; <•. pt d ;—s tars to bo 
fowarded outof i'ie de.iub'ia excepie i.

5. All letters it halt ounce, a.id under shah lie styled #
single letter ami sh 11 pay a mst "e of three cents, let 
ters over hall oii'ie pat t ol ,n . v. v one otincCi
one cent a'htif'.onal postagi u y1;, (U-nbic post-
age. News papers and ihiinoa is. • n i ter of a cent—all 
single letters by e.\ ih shall pay . postage ot twelve and 
a half cents—doub.e 1.* tors twenty thy n uts,, ai d one .col 
for every add.!'> i I n b o'lyo.. pur ixertm ounce,and 
oae cent to b <i l<i'd ♦ , r dia’e.,ea' >ostages foi miveGiS' 
ed letters. All letttrs uft at tire Post office to be moi
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to auy j>ort of ! iberia, wlier * t’acio is tin rest office, or to 
be mailed out of tin limits of the Republic, shall le mailed 
free ot postage.

e.fc Ali letters, papers &c rrmai’bn? in the different of­
fices /over thirty days, and the owner or owneis cannot bo 
found,—the Post Master .shall cause a list of the names to 
whoi/ the letters &c, a:e addrefsed to be advertmed at tho 
Post office in the ddtereut co in. es. a.at tie Post Master iu 
the different coun.i'-s shah advertise tho so >e in cacn
Town and village within the county, and alllett is, papers, 
&<., thus advertised, shall pay a t"<* f« el postage if applied 
for;—should such letters, papem. Am, so a ivenised not be 
applied for iu i in *ty days after lidveitiseuieut, all such let­
ters shall bo * us leicd dead ’et.ieis. and shaii be tor- 
Warded t > th' P ' bust i *< net a . Post office Deportment, 
Monrovia : a d ;dl such letters, packages &c, shall e open­
ed by him; it d should h. Pout Master Gr reial flr.d'n 
any letters or package, any amount < f money or other val­
uables, it shall be lus duty to issue no ice or the same in 
each County, and ' ownship, setting forth the imine of the 
Writer and every partienhii and to whom directed ; and 
should a claimant establish his claim helm j any Justice of 
the Peace, tuen .-.nd tet'-r or package, ourl its eoiuents 
shall be ddiverc-l over to the claimin’, bj pav big ten per 
cent on the value ol the same, wii.i th -s»o eial postage* ac- 
Wuiug, and in case no claimant c .uie forward, then the let­
teis or packages, ami contents s’ia" oc the property of 
the Government.

7. The Post Master shall keep exact accounts of all let- 
, papers, packages &c, coming a.dm li is notice, by 

recording die same iu a book kcj t hr tm’.l pinposo : and ot 
aH letteis mailed and distributed, into, a a.o.iies ree.eiv- 
uul for postage or otherwise tecori mg to ,0 Act; ot all

q.awcrli to the Post 
eve.-pi tii,- Post Mas- 
.' a i'vr-n.y li.per- 
1' Master General 

ii ig and i nis 
pay into the 

v aim .niiier this 
Sc tetary to the 

’ 'opart ments, in 
n .s ry :—also on all 

•ncral report an-

’Homes 1 pai l out, and shall pay over 
as'er General. The Post Masters, 

tur General, shall receive as comp. 
Ct”it ou ali monies received, Cm 
’’hall keep an exact account oi 
noti<e in a box kept to.- .hi i 
Treasurer, quarterly alimonies .etc. 
Act, aud s'.iall report qu a wi’y tc 
treasury on the reports lrom t.m 
b’ference to monies paid ia t i tn 
no riies paid in by hims. il and um- 
H-’ib, (he Legislate.

8- It is further ena '
'ei-.s, p ,,,. s. (>i package.- 
4,1 V pons excepting tri M

I’osi . i:-e Depai tm
etivio.. or delivering letter.

: a ill he unlawful for let- 
■ . d to be towarded Io 

routes, oilier thau at. 
oersou or persons re. 

papers oi packages in x ioin
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tion of this Act, and found gui’ry of il. same before any 
•lustier* of the Pence of the'.b pi i ; o r ill hl-, offer,c» 
shall b, lined in a sum not ‘>mi odin. < n. d niar nd halt 
and tor each and every other iclom-e s' nil lie n: ed thp 
Kuni of not less than two n 1 ni ue in..., tn»': is.

9. Should any 1‘ost Iffasti i bo fo it ' x ot betraying 
his trust by breaking- the .. ai, or is. - ay with an.V
letter, p.iperor package addressed t, another person, he 
•slut 1 bo considered as guilty of felony, unit she t>e sub­
ject to the law as in such ca.-etn e ed ; ; o\. led.

lb. All letters from the follow' <■ ofii.iis of the Gov­
ernment public business, shall be t rxviu ed tree of postage* 
file Piesi.h nt and Amel'vsoi nr, Secretary oi State —sec­
retary of the Tre-sni v—Att«: icy » m-ia.— ost Master Gen­
eral—Post 31 a 3 mi ■< *nrs oms—S pei-intendentst
Gegisi , iigatio 1 .e (»*«.; i-- ' :g uh 31 a j »i— -I ’olonels ol 
the regiments;—and during the es-iou ot the Legislature, 
the me.iiheis of tin- senate a> d 1 ouse of llcprtsentativeS- 
—Secretary of the - enate- am: tlh k ot in,- House ol Pep- 
reseutatixi s

11. It is fm flier tail' fee : no President be and he is
hereby requested ai d anthoi ■;. ul io csiablish torthwith Post 
offices &e. as hen in antho: ized. und lie is hereby anther- 
izoe to diaw on the Tretisur ot ties i e.mnlie for Carrying 
out, the Hume any amount net ex-, editg five hundred dol­
lars ;al! Acts conflicting xxifh this Article, be ami the same 
are hereby lepoalt d.

12. The pay of the P-st Master Gene-al shall be an a- 
mount not exceeding one hundred dollars per annum.

o

AN ACT TO TREVENT THE DISTURBING OP RELIGIOUS 
CONGREGATIONS.

h f.s Enacted !»/ the Senate and IJohhc. of Representative 
Of the. Republic of Liberia. r, Lee/ini. y,..;. aided.

S: i tion 1. It -hall lie ihe d,ity ,,f ;.,|t J-mtu-e ,.f thel’eaoc 
KhcritT, Constahle, or oilier civil < flicer,’bring , resent whe# 
any person or person . slmll intern,; -• t id,, anv congrega­
tion assembled at my Chinch, C’,.t,1-i,,y House, or 
any otlmr piace h>r pubhe worsl q , .11. r. • -j, ttivim service 
to take tiie person or poison . iit.ing i •!• custi dv, or on 
oomph lit made bx any person aimer t a,ii, in v Justice of tb® 
Peine, i ah issue a warruti ny-di si ha,, ir 1 iiem so offending 
-rand t^id Justice ma y impost a r'.nc on such i ffonder or et
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fen tl ei-s, not exceeding twenty dollars, or commit him or 
fhtrn ; > in. com .ion j. il cf the county, or the nearest jail, 
/or a term no! jtc ' ling fittien days.

2. Any ofi.-r a ho sindl coll , any fine imposed under 
this A' . iii ■ return oi the amount so imposed and
collected, to ti. • Clerk of the C nrrt of Quarter Sessions, and 
pay ■ sm it? tin- land-; id’tne T.easurer, ' >r the use of 
the county wherein such offenc sh:. ha' > been committed.

AN ACT TO ENCOCR.U-S AND ASSIST THE CITIZENS OF VIRGIN­
IA AND cl A i-A.sIiLA.CD TO OPEN A KO lD >ND MAKE 

BRIDGES B.TWEEN THE TWO SETTLEMENTS.

It. f.s Fnacled by the Senate and House of Represent at ices 
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled.

S,1. That, from ami after the passage of this Act, 
the su n r,f t-vo 1..• aired ai.d fifty dollars be and is hereby 
.appropriate, j to a-,-«• tiie ..ibitants of Clay-Ashland, and 
\ irgi .ia in building bridges ; that, is lo ay, for Virginia, sev­
enty ,i, uo’lars, ',-a bridge near the Re.--ptaele : to Clay- 
Aidbaiid, ,me hu i'ri d and. seventy-five dollars,—to assist to 
build I,,. . es < - r R'l s.’iis . ed 11 iz, I'. i resk ; of durable 
prat.-rh — also the amount of « ne hundred dollars to the 

: d' t^Sirre -'irn' o; ••. i: ■ - ?.' 11i’ a: g - to assist them to 
op n g )-i<< r . 1, th. ova int tf.r Ic - '.vide'—to the large 
creek e n.,,,fV. y called Mill Creek—provid d, always, that the 
'coil i d, V ami ispeeted by, f-l h a two discreet person
appointed bv the 1 it sident for that purpose.

o-

Whereas there is a Petition from several citizens of tho 
different settlements of the K public of Liberia, bogging fop 
did 'n th er, i . :i of a j';., > ; • 1 here*.ore ;

Jt is Ri.octcd lot "ic ■ .:, r <'■- / ..' i, of Representatives of 
the Fe ,‘ti Si ed i.i 'lit eg ' '->t —

Sr.-T!, , ! T-...- th i:> . two im esamt dollars be, and
tin >;•,i , .c’e '.it . to butht a jail in the county
of Sue

2. ti ,'d‘.r, ve i : ii it .i -■ to be of the best materials j 
that is to ’ toe ■ 1. -li I ll 'e '■••of substantial reck, the 
walk ro hif . , , ..ed welt bin lit tricks and where
Linl ■..epi'ri i • > - -t d'.d < an Iu ] recur, d is to l-.us.d.

•T. Ti..-- e:.\ 1 jail is io be oi the unloving diim nsions : that is
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>f the first story to

■ second story 
i'.; ; to ’•><• arrar.g- 
t' • I u 'dir io I “ 

iiltd for by

Hl'S 
'!•' t) '

>1)

appro) nation of

to say, twenty seven tcct square, tnew 
I tin feet high, and teen inches . 
to be nine feet high a: fourteen if. h 
ed as per plan accompanying tin pt'' 
under the supervision of the comnis toner, ; rovnic t 
the Act reguiating pnbli< work.

4. It is further enacted, that tlnrc be an 
one hun lied anil fifty dollars, to aid in the e ecitng of a bridge 
across the creek running hetv.een the settlements of Farmers­
ville and Lcxingtion, in the county of Sinoe. to be built ot the 
verv best materials that can be pro. mod.

o. And further, that the sum one i undrid dollars, he, 
and the same is hereby appropriate’- ’< aid in he erection ot a 
bridge across the neck running t u ecu the settlements of 
Bit: tai ill" and Readsvilie, to be hoi:; of the best materials 
that can be procured.

li. Further, that ti c sum of fifty dollars be appropriated, to 
aid the citizens of New Geoeg.a in le ••;.■< ■' n of a bridge a- 
cross a ereek tunning tn the rear of sail, se ement. And the 
President is hereby authorized to draw on the public Treasury 
for the same.

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT PROVIDING l'C" COMMON SCUOOI.s

a ta .

Common schools •-'!»>• eHtabliKii ' ch sc?.i’.einent —COiniilltttofc
of supervision to be appointed. -i J'tics ....................................... 1

Appropiiutims ...................................... ............................... ........................
Towns and village* empowered to levy taxes......................................... rt

It i» Enacted iy ihe Senate an ' h'vv.m q/ Represented ice* uf 
the Republic ot >t b pi ■ 'atnre Assembled :—

!. ihat tlier be c,staid:.,.»eu in each settlement and town- 
shin in the s-v.-i •' co o l • .! this Republic, a; least ono coin- 
m n sch >o -ai .-elm.,is -.hail he shall 1 .. under the entire 
coi 111 * d of • ie sc»11 al . i ie m. * tees herei .«al ter ordained 
to be elected. lln said c> mm.'ties shad make rule* 
for thp governtnetit id the same at. 1 are authorized 
and enjoined tc . t. ploy r laithiul am1 competent instructor 
tor each school. Each Uaeher s o'd luri'isli the committee at 
the eel. fee h tern a full end detaiku report of the state of 
the scnool—- ih. studios prosecuted, the number, atge and «vx
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«if schnhor, tht- time of entrant!', and all sueli chi'" mutters 
as nuiv I ” deemed mportant. All mu h reports snail be laid 
before the Legislature.

2. That the annual sum of one thousand dollars he, and the 
. i'ii* s le rebv ■ JJ roorhited ’o 1" drawn out il the treasuries 
<•.: -J, s, vetaf ' '■ 'i-'s. S. i sm. ts ■’tall be appointed among 
th - several town• actordin>> to il . ir number of inhabitants, to 
bi aj ■ ' d < x-It e. > ely to thi support of the common schools 
of this Republic.

That ti. • s , . .1 towns and t illages in their municipal 
eupaeitv 'ii“ authorized to levy an annua1 tax upon all male 
inhabit. nt*- ox r ti e ...f of iwcnly-one-years—and the amounts 
f«i - is . s' !' i, 'ted .■■ directed m the second section of 
this Ae* ; several school if P’tnifei s are hereby authoriz­
ed ''v for the an e, nis due to the schools ot
xvhieli v u ■ 1: t'.e •< .sion; Provided, however,
that in no • ' fi.aii anyone - ; her receive more than four 
hundred dollars a x ear.

O-------- --

UlTK'LK. 1.

AN A<*T l'OR THE BELIEF OE EAK.MKt

It is Enacted 
the Pepill/li • (a

Tl)

■ ■ ’Inune nf liepre?'vlnticcs nf 
I, ’iisftfttre Assembled :—

• ?; plication of any person whose bus 
’ ■ inning, made eit! er to the

,i\ hi n appointed—on the pro 
tin etfect, lrom the Agricuitr. d 
, ; ' a such bond and pets aal
■ii, made payable, to the Trcas- 

.. shad have loaned toiiiinatthe 
est tn this Republic, the sum ot five 
each and eve.y acre ol bind hy liiui 
constant cultivation or that when a crop 
i there shall remain to be seen tiiere- 

r’ cl- s ; s distinctly mark its possessor
■ ie pi r';i nirr interest and calling ol a

Section j 
iness is < xiui ■ ’ , 
President or 
dtiction of a cv 
Committee t 
scenrity as sb,. 
urer oi this R i . 
lawful rate of int'-. 
dollars au time tor 
cleared and ..opt in 
of one kind is re.no 
upon, such othi r : 
as one devoted to 
farmer.

2. The tep t; mu­
lti the following 
autr. du • to h. ’

1 f the en 1 of or . '■ 
one fourth at the euu

a 'be al ■ c • id s tins, slndl be made 
v:—the interest on the whole

, o’>i —one ion. ill ot the principal 
,,n •• ;it the cm! ol two year,.—

f time vers-and the Inst remaining


