W S e 3

i
i
-
<[,
i

LIBERIAN

i






T i e

. B

; BOOK 1. _
DECLARATION OF INDEPEN;
DENCE TN CONVENTION

O‘WN OF MONROVIA ; JUNE AND JULY IB-l
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& Wz, the repl‘{*s{,ntsatlveg of the people ﬁf EQB{]&MMW :

 “of Liberia; in Conv ention Assembled, invested with authﬂrlt.y
for fmmmc‘r 2 new government, relymg upon the aid and pro-
tec ‘on of the Great Arbiter of human e ts, do hereby, in the
_;i’ilmb and on'behalf of the people of this _ .ﬂnwe&hh publlﬂ

: d declave'thd said Commonwealtl : 2

! mTDEHT STATE, by the name g

- Wihile a nqmg to the nati
;ﬁ(;_g Ywhich the people of this Rep g
-.Qﬂ'l s npon to assume, courtesy to their ¢ ﬂpmmn seems to dﬁmaﬁ"'
a b icf ac companying statement of the causes which induced
hem} first to expatriate themeselves ﬁl the Iaqd a{, th&u‘
givity and to form settlements on th
bo < rganize theig government by th
e independen® character. Theré
‘téntion tostheffoliowing faets: : =3
~ Ve recognif in all men,. eertmn natural and mahembﬁ
g 1ts : amon o are life, liber 'ty, and the right to acquire, .

5 O e8, enjoy® defend property. By the pr@tﬁﬂ& and mi« o
%ex ¢ of men in all ages, some system or form ef governme :
‘Prf ven to be mecessary to exercise, eu;cy, ‘and  sect rﬁf ﬂﬂ-ﬁ_
- pig 1ts; and evﬁlj people has a lluht to institute a go) srnmert . S
and to choose and adopt that system or form of it, which, in
t! 't opinion, will most effectually acf‘ﬂlﬂpllbh th;m object.,
1 secure gheir happiness, which does not interfere Wld] tht;'. ot

t rights of others. The right therefore to inst Iy

* i, and.all the powers necessary to conduct it," is an 11'
a rlgld' and cannot be resisted without the grossest inju
We, the people of the Republic of Liberia, were origin
& inhabitants of the United Qtates of Notth America, = ww rre
v ~ narte of that .o l;rv, we were debarred uy m frop ;

\ e '® d priv wens -  othirype ¥
P !} B a: 1- !" w 18 1
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Ay BECLARATION OF 1x't}xru.~:'.pg_\-;-.:.

- We were every where shut out from all civ 11 oflice,
We were excluded from all partic ipation in the gm errmmt
We were taxed without our ¢onsent. Sk
- We were compelled to contribute to the rcbmuces ol & ('Gun ‘
- Ary, which gave us no protection, b
e were made a separate and distinct class, and 3gmnst ul
 every avenue to improvement was eﬂmvtuall? closed. Stran$
rs from all lands of a c(}l-::,r differeut from ours, were pref{-rre
cfore us. :

We uttered our complaints, but ih(*:, were unattcndad te, of
met only by alleging the peculiar institution of the country

All hope of a favorable change in our dountry was thus wholi
ly extinguished in our bosom, “and we looked “with anxicty 858
broad for some asylum from t}.lt, degp degradation. foi
 The Western coast of Africa was the place Xlleued bt
American benevolence and philanthropy, for our f uture home
Removed beyﬂﬁﬁ those influcnces which depressed us in our nages
tive land, it wauhapcd wo would he enablcd to enjoy thos@gs
rights and privileges, and exercise and improve those facultics,
which the God of nature has given us ln common with the rest
of mankind,

Under the auspie
established -oursel
: .«the lords of the soil.” &

In ag original cﬂmﬁct with this Society, we for m.pmtant
- Feasons, rTc-‘egz.fed to 1t certgin political powers ; while this in- #
stitutien s‘tlpulatf-d that whenever the people should become ca- &
vpable of conductin ‘the government, or whenever the peo le Thie
chould desire it, this dipstitution would resign the delegated SRS
power, peaceablv withdraw its hupewmun and leave the peﬂn_ e
ple to the governmentigf themselves

Under the anspices amd  guidance {:rf this institution, 'nhmh
: ha.s nobly and in perfe 311:].1 redeemed its pledgeg h} the pEG--

10 we have grown and p ‘ospered, -
. From time to time, our number has Leen inefeased h} mi g‘rai
- _tion fiom America, and by accessions {rom native tribes; and
"'%'from time to time, 28 ¢ lI'PUI[ISt.EI.IJ( es required it, we have ex- &
tended our borders by acqui isition of ]311.:1 {m ]_Qnurﬂﬁie purch" :
frnm the natives of the country,

Ag our territory has E}gtendul, and our popu‘latmn ucin ased,
ouy sommeree has galgo.increased, The ilags of most of the
¢ivilized nations of the earth float in cur harbors, and their wep
chants are opening an honorable and }u{}ilt;ﬂﬂe trade. Unth
ently, these vieits have been of a uvniformly barmonioys
Ler, but as they have becone more frcquenf, and to
numerous points of our extending coast, questions have aris
which it is supposed can be adjusted uﬂ}r 1;3 agreement bet Wf
ROVEreign powers, F

‘or years prot, the American ( olumzdmnn Soeciety .
;ﬂkff i e o du‘ ot nd nctne part in tht

the American Colonization Society, we 1
e, on land acqmred by purchasg ironk e
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BECLABATION OF INDEPENDENEE 3

iration of the Government, except in the appoiutment of the
Governor, who is also 2 colonist, for the apparent purpose  of

testing'the ability of the people to conduct the affairs of Gove.
ernment ; and no complaint of crude legislation, nor of mismay-

agement, nor of mal- administration has yet been heard, _
In view of these faets, this institution, the American Coloniza-
tion Society, with that good faith which has uniformly marked
all its de:ﬂiﬁ;ga with us, did, by aset of resolutions in January,
i the Year of Our Lord One Theusand Kight Hundred and
Forty Six, dissolve all politieal connexion with the people of
this Republic, return the power with which it was delegated,
and left the people to the government of themselves, :
The people of the Republic of Liberia then, are of right, and
in fact, & free sovereign and independent State, possessed of all

the rights, and powers, and functions of government.

s
=

In assuming the momentous responsibilities of the position
they have taken, the people of this Republie, feel justified by
the necessities of the ease, and with this convicetion they throw
themselves with confidence upon the candid consideration of
the civilized world. e

Liberia is not the offspring of grasping ambition, nor the tool
of avaricious speculation. : _ :

No desire for territorial aggrandizement brought us to these
shores ; nor do we believe so sordi# a motive entered into the
high consideration of those who aided usin providing this
asvlum, i e 3
- Liberia is an asylum from the most grinding oppression,

In coming to the shores of Africa, we indulged the pleasing:
hope that we should be permitted to exercise and improve Zese

faculties, which impart to man his dignity—to nourish in our = ©

hearts the flame of honorable ambition, to cherish and indulge
those aspirations, which a Beneficent Creator hath implanted in,
every human heart, and to evince to all who despise, ridicule
and oppress our race that we possess with them a common na-
ture, are with them susceptible of equal refinement, and capa.
ble of equal advancement in all that adorns and dignifies man,

W ¢ were animated with the Lope, that here we should be at
~iberty to train up our children in the wav theg"ahﬂuld 2ot

gpire them with the love of an honorable fame, to kindle withs

8 the'n, the flame of a lofty philanthropy, and to ferm strong
« ithiu them, the principles of humanity, virtue and religi we.
~Armong the strongest motives to leave our native land—to a-

a forever the scenes of our childhood, and to sever the

endeared connexions, was the desire for a retreat where,

“from the agitations of fear and molestation, we could, in
nposure and security, approach in worship the God of our

4-!- Ly A 1
i far our highest hopes have been realized,

. M¥ia is already the happy home of thousands, whe were

';.hﬁ_dggn]p;_l 1‘-1{_{51“5 of Up[n-ﬁﬁﬂif_}ﬂ . ﬂﬂf]. if ]I?ﬂ, 'l]Hl.,iﬁlEFft‘tIE
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tog 1 with her natural and spontaneous growth : if her move
ments be left free from the paralysing intrigues of jealous am
bition and unscrupulous avarice, she will throw open a wider
and a wider deor for thousands who gare now looking with an
anxious eye for some land of rest.

Our courts of justice are open equally to the stranger and
the citizen, for the redress of grievances, for the remedy of in.
jurizs, and for the punishment of crime.

Our numerous and well attended schools attest our cfforts,
and our desire for the improvement of our children,

Our churches for the worship of cur Creator, every where
to be seen, bear testimony to our piety, and to our acknowl-
édgement of His Providence, :

The native African, bowing down with us before the altar
of the living God, declare that from us, feeble as we are, the
Hight of christianity has gone forth; while upon that curse
of curses, the slave trade, a deadly blight has fallen as faras
our influence extends. 3 '
* Therefore, in the name of humanity, and virtue and relig-
ion—in the name of the Great God, our common Creator, and
our common Judge, we appeal to the nations of christendom,

and earnestly and respectfully ask of them, that they will re-

gard us with the sympathy and friendly consideration, to

which the peculiarities of ofir condition entitle us, and to ex- '

tend to us that comity which marks the friendly intercourse

of civilized and independent communities,

¢

Noxm in CONVENTION, at Monrovia, in the county of

-+ Montserrado, by the unanimous consent of the people of
the Commonwealth of Liberia, this twenty-sixth day of ©
July, in the Year of Our Lord One Thonsand Eight Hund.
red and Forty-seven: In witness whereof we have bereto
get cur names, -

MONTSERRADO COUNTY.

&

8, Bexepior, President J. N. LEwis, ? 4

H. TEAGE, ' BEVERLY R. WILSOK,
ELIJAH JOHNSOX, J. B. GRIPON, -
YRAND BASSA COUNTY. I

JoHN DAY, A, W. (}AR,D:@ER.: i

AMOS |IERRING, {PARAIM TITLER,
. COUNTY OF SINOE.

* R. E. MURRAY.
JaeoB W. PROUT, Seerctary to the Conven

Y
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CONSTITUTION
OF TIHE
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
buskuaty
. Fhe end of the institution, maintenance, and administratiot!

of government, is to secure the existence of the body politie, to
protect it, and to furnish the individuals who compose it, with

the power of enjoying in safety and tranquility, their natural
rights, and the blessings of life ; and whenever these great ob-
jects are not obtained, the people havea right to alter the govern.

ment and to take measures necessary for their safety, prosperi-
ty, and happiness. :
Therefore, we the People of the Commonwealth of Liberia, in

Africa, acknowledging with devout gratitude, the goodness of

God, in granting to us the blessings of the Christian Religion,
and political, religious and civil liberty, do, in order to secure

these blessings for ourselves and our posterity, and to establish
fustice, insure domestic peace, and promete the general welfare,

hereby solemnly associate, and constitute ourselves a Free,

Sovervign and Independent State by the name of the REPUB-

10 0! LIBERIA, and do ordain and establish this Constitution
fer the government of the same. :

ARTICLE 1.
A BILL OF RIGHTS.

jatursl and inalienable rights of ali men.............. SO RTEay h s 1

All power ig inherent in the people—govt. instituted for their benefit....2

t of all men to worship God according to the dictates of their own

.E_:__m“l..,'., ----- R R R B O R R T R A R .’udruc-s

[

i
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CANSTITETION OF THE EREPUBLIC OF 1LIBERIA

There shall be no slavery w'thin this Republic.........ovvciiiiii. ot 4
The people have a right to aszemble—instruet Rep,—and petition the govt. &
dugice withont denial —trial by jury—heard in person or by conneil &e .. 6

Held to anewer, in what case—nptt give evidence against himself oe...... 7
Not deprived of life, liberty &e, but by judgment of peers or the law of the
T e R A T AR S e W SR Sl e b D T S B
No places searched, nnless nupon. warrant lawfolly jssned.......-... . 0. 0y
Excessive bail not required, contracts &e¢ not impaired—no expost
il e R e e S S L e O i e R 10
Fleetions by bailot —qnalifications for suflrage............ AR e il
To keep and besr arms-—military subor linate to the ecivil anthority... 12
* P¥ivate property not to be taken for public. use without &e.....onno. il 13
(roverfiment, powers divided—not to include Justices of the peace......14
J.iberty of the press not restrained-—speak, write, and print]being re- -
gponsible) indietments for 'bels, jury determine law and facts fc....15
No impost or dutics without the consent of the people or their Rept'®. . .. 167
Legislatures to direct what suits amd how brought against the Re- '
T TR RS S SRR SRR B e T o AP g 17
Who are snbject to the law martial &e......coc. it 0., 18
Right of the people to eanse the r public officers to return to private life. .10
Prizoners bailable ; writ of habieas corpus benefit of &e¢ &e..oooi. =L, ... 20

-/ Sgoriox 1. All men are born equally free and independent,
and have certain natural, inherent and inalienable rights : among’
which, are the rights of enjoying and defending life and libertv,
of acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of purgu-
ing and obtaining safety and happiness. _ ;

Secriox 2. Allspower is inherent in the people ; all free go* ¢
ernments are instituted by their authority, and for their benefi -
and they have the right te alter and reform the same when thei. -
gafety and happiness require it h s
 Sxerion 3. All nien have a natural and inalienable right te £
worship God according to the dictates of their own n';tc?mst*-ilsmEe,eﬂ.,,gE
without obstruetion or molestation from others : all persons de-
.meaning themselves peaceably, and not obstructing others in
their religions worship, are entitled to the protection of law, in
the free exercise of their own religion, and no seet of €hristians
shall have exclusive privileges or preference over any other sect;
‘but all shall be alike toléragted ; and no religious test whatever
shall be required as a qualification for civil oftice, or the exercise
of any civil right. _ A _ P

SEoTION 4. There shall be no slavery within this Repub-
resi-
is Be-

lic. Nor shall any citizen of this Republic,;or any perso
& ilent therein, deai in slaves, either within or without
~ public, directly or indirectly. _ e
" SEorton 5. The people have aright at all times, ig an
orderly and peaceable manner to assemble and qunsult upot
the common good, to instruct their represenatives, and f
petition the goverument, or any public functionaries for the
redress of grievances.
SECTION 6.  Every person injured shall have remedy
~ therefor, by d-e course of law ; justice shall be done Without
. sole denial or delay ;and in all cases, not arising under mar
. fial law or npon impeachment, the parties ghall have a right

mil -




CLRNSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 9

to u trial by jary, aud t-::r be heﬂrd in person or by council,
orboth. .. %8 ¢

SECTION 7 XNo pe'sun s]mll h{* held te answer for a cap-
ital or infamous erime, excent in cases‘of impeachment, c2
ses arising in the army or navy, and peity offences, uulass
upon presentment by a, grand jary ; and évery person crim-
inally charged shail have a right to be seasonably furnish-
ed with a copy of the clarge, to be. contronted with the
witnesses against him —to nave compuisory process ior ob-
t‘|1“1” i \,]t'- PERON 111 hlq f:"l‘ Dl‘, ﬂ.nd fﬂ 1[5.11"6 H Ep&&ﬂ}, puh"
lie, anil impartinl trial by a jary of the vicinity, He shall
nm he Li:zupdlui to turnish or eive evidence against Hmself;
‘md po person  shall for the same offence, be twice put in
jeopardy of ilﬁ% or limb

s

Section 8 -No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, ||

I'{}]J“Pt"u, or pnvhcge,buh by judgment of his peers or the \

aw of the land.

SEcrTIoN 9. No place shall be searched, nor person seiz-
ed oit a eriminal charge or suspicion, unléss upon warrant
lawfully issued, upon prohable canse sapported by oath, or
solemu  afiir ;,mtmu. gpecially designating t'he place or per-
son, and the object ui the search.

* SECTION 19, 1
excessive fined imposad, nor excessive panishments inflicted.
Nor shall the legislatme make any law impairing the obli-
gatiun ot i‘ﬁﬂtlﬂfh ; nor any Llw rendering any act pun-
,1%., ihle in__n.m' manner in which it was not pumshable when
It was <¢ommiie

SECTION il. L clections shall be by Dballot} and every,

malo citizen ot t‘m uty one years of age, pt}sﬂﬂssmg real
estate, shall have the right of suffrage.

Secrion 12, The 1}&01}11‘ have a right to keep and to bear
arms forthe common defeuce. And as in time of peace,
armies are dangerous (o liberty they otight not to be main-
tained, without the cousent of the legislature ; and the mil-
itary power shall always be held in oxact subordination to
the civil authoruy and be governed by it

SHCTION 13.  Private property shail not be taken for pub
. hic use without just .compeusation,

Sporiex 14  The powers of this gov ernment shall be di-
vided mto three disiinet departments ¢ Legislative, Execu-
tive, and Judigia) 3 aod no person belonging to one of
fhese tn,pdt wents shaii ¢ ercise any of the powers belong-
ing o «*her of the others. ‘This section is not te be eon-
strued to jnclude Jastices of the Peace.

Seoriow 15, Lle liberty of the press is essential to the se«
eurity of freclom in a state ; it ought not, therefore, to be re-
straiped in this ,.Lpui e,

The printing press shall be free to every person, who uudﬂr-
takes to examine the proceedings of the legislature, or any branch

p—

dxcessive bail shall not be rEﬁmrﬂd nor -

M ey



10 EONBTITUTION @F THE REPFBLIE OF LIBERIA

of government ; and no law ghall ever be made to restrain the
rights thereof. The free communication of thoughts and opin-
ions, i8 one of the invaluable rights of man, and every citizen
may freely speak, write and print, on any subject, being re-
ponsible for the abuse of that liberty. :
In prosecutions, for the publication of papers, investiga-
ting the official conduct of officers, or men in a public eapaci-

. ty, or where the matter published is proper for public infor-
mation, the truth thereof may be given in evidence. And in
all indictments for libels, the jury shall have right to determine -
the law and the facts, under the direction of the court, as in oth-
er cases. :

SEOTION 16, No subsidy, charge, impost, or duties ought to
be established, fixed, laid or levied, under any pretext whatso--
over, without the consent of the peeple, or their representatives
in the legislature. - k

SecTion 17. Suits may be brought against the Republic in
such manner, and in such cases ag the legislature may by law
direct.

StoroN 18. No person can, in any case,be subject to the
law martial, or to any penalties or paing, by virtue of that law

 (except those employed in the army dr navy, and except the |
militia in actual service)but by the authority of the legislature. |

SECTIoN 19. In order to prevent those who are vested with
authority, from becoming oppressors, the people have a right at
such periods, and in such manner, as they shall establish by

- their frame of government, to cause their public officers to re-

- turn to private life, and to fill up vacant places, by certain and
‘regular elections and appointments. e

SeoTioN 20. That all prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient

‘sureuies ; unless, for eapital offences, when the proof is evident,

or Ereaum,ptinn great : and the privilege and benefit of the writ

of habeas corpus shall be enjoyed in this Republie, in the most
free, easy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner, and ghall not

be suspended by the legislature, except upon the most urgent .

and pressing occasions, and for a limited time, not excetding

twelve months, ' :

' ARTICLE II.

LEGISLATI VE POWERS.

Legislature, to consist of two branches—satyle of enaectinents,........... 1%
Houge of Rep. number and qnalification of members,ierm of serviee...... 2
Vacancies in the Legislature, how filled..... ..ot vianiiniiniiiin.n | T
Speaker and officers of the House, how elected—power of impeachment..4 .
Benate, number and qualification of members—term of service.......... 5

Lmpeachments, how tried—Jndgment in snch Cases.......civeiiiiinns 8

e
A

|i.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERTA 11

Census, when aken—one Representative Yor every 10.000 inhabitants....7
Each branch of the Legislature, shall be judge of the election and qualifi-
cations of its members--what shall be a quornm-—may compel the atten-

dance of absent members—may expel amember.. ... .....0vvriiiininens 8
Adjourn, neither house shall for more than two days without the con-
gent of R L ol e T e e Eiaie ot 9
Bill of resolntions, how passed—to be presented to the President for
approval...ceev-..s TR e R R T 10
Henators and Representatives, free from arrest—except &e....o0vunnn. .. 11

Srcrion 1. That the Legislative power shall be vested in a
Legislature of Liberia, and shall consist of two separate
branches—a House of Representatives and a Senate, to be styl-
ed the Legislature of Liberia : each of which shall have a nega-
tive on the other, and the enacting style of their acts and laws
shall be,* It 1s enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.”

SecTroN 2. 'The representatives shall be elected by, and for
the inhabitants of the several eounties of Liberia, and shall be
apportioned among the several counties of Liberia, as follows :

~ The county of Montserrado shall have four representatives, the

county of Grand Bassa shall have three, and the county of Si-
noe shall have one, and all counties hereafter which shall be ad-
mitted into the Republie shall have one representative, and for
every ten thousand inhabitants one representative shall be add-
ed. No person shall be a representative who has not resided in
the county two whole years immediately previous to his election
and who shall not, when elected be.an inhabitant of the coun-
ty, and does not own real estate of not less value than one hund-
red and fifty dollars in the county in which he resides, and who
shall not have attained the age of twenty-three years. The
representatives shall be elected biennially, and shall gerve two
years from the time of their election. '
Secrron 3. When a vacancy occurs in the representation of
any county by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be filled
by a new election. : : : :
. SscrioN 4. The House of Representatives shall elect their
own Speaker and other officers ; they shall also have the sole
power of impeachment, W
SuGoion 5. The Senate shall consist of two members from
Moniserrado County, two from Bassa County, two from Sinoe
County, and two from each county which may be hereafter
incorporated into this Republic. No person shall be a Senator,
who shall not have resided three whole years immediately pre-
vions to his election in the Republic of Liberia, and who shall
not when elected, be an inhabitant of the eounty which he rep-
resents, and who does not own real estate of not less value than
two hundred dollars in the county which he represents, arid who
shall not bave attained the age of twenty-five years. The Sena-
tor for each county who shall have the g’ighest. number of votes
shall retain his seat four yvears, and the one who shall have the
mext highest number of votes two years ; and all who are after-.

-




12 CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBEIRA

wards el sted to fill their seats, shall remain in offlce four years.
"~ SeEctTion 6. The Senate shall try all impe2achments ; the Sena-
tors being first sworn or solcmnly affirmedyto tey the same im-
pslﬂ:;ially, and according to law; and nopepson shall be convie-
ted bat by the comgurrence of two thirds ot'the Sen ators present,
Judgment in such eases shall not extend beyond removal from
office, and disqualification to hold an office in the Republie : but
the party may be tried at law for the same offence,
" When either the President or Vice President is to be tried,
the Chief Justice shall preside. :
SeCTIoN 7. It shall be the duty of the Legislature, assoon as

conveniently’ may be, after the adoption 'of this Constitution,
and onee at least in ¢very ten years afterwards, to cause a true
census to be taken of each town, aud county of the Republic
of Liberia; and a representative shall be allowed every town,
hm*ing a pﬂpﬁl&tif}n of ten thousand inhabitauts ; and for ev-
ery additional ten thousand in the connties after the first cen-
gus, one representative shall 1:_10\¢1s_i1_1{ﬂ to that eounty, until the
nutther of representatives shall amount to thirty ; and after-
wards one representative shall be added for every thirty thou-
sand. : : '

* gEOrron 8, Hach branch of the Legislatpre shall be judge
of the election returns and qualifieations of its own members,
A majority of each shall be wnecessary to transact business, but
a less number may adjourn from day to day and compel the
attendance of absent members, Kach house may adopt its
own rules of proceedings, enforce order, and with the concur-
vence of two thirds, may expel a member, :

. Sporioy 9, Neither house shall adjourn for more than two
davs without the congent of the other; and both hotses shall al-
ﬁiatyg git in the same town. 3 =

- 8gorioN 10. Every hill ¢r vesolution which shall have pass-
ed both branches of the Legislature, shall, hefars it becomes a
taw, be laid’ before the President for his approval;if he ap-

roves, he shall'sign it, if pot, hechail return it te the Legis-

ature with his objections—if the Legisiaiure shall afterwards,_

ass the bill er resolution by a vote of two thirds incach branch,
it shall hecome a law. If the President shall'neglect to relurw
such bill or resolution to the Legislature with hiz objections for
five days after the same shall have been so laid before him— ke
Legislature remaining in session during that lime, such neglect
shall be equivalent to his signature. ; : ;

' SEcTION 11-  The Senators and Reprtsentan?gs_shaﬂ receive.
from the Republic a conpensation for their services ic ha pscers
tained by law; and shall be privileged from divest except _fcrr
greasan,'?e]nny, or breach of the peace while attending at, going
to, or returning from the session of the Legislature, 3

£
1



CONSTITUTION @F THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 13
ARTICLE IIL
it 3 " EXECUTIVE POWER.

reg’dent of the Republic, how elected; term of office; Commander-in-
chief ; power to make treaties ; nominate, appoint and commiggion
public officers; 1ill vacancies jin certain offices ; inform the Leg-
islature of the condition of the Republte ; recommend public meas-
ures; ‘remit forfeitures and grant pardons—Exeept in cases of im-
peachments ;—may require information from public officers; may
convene the Legislature ; and may adjourn the two houses........ 1
Vice President, elected in the same manner, and for the same term as
the President; qualifications the same;sPresident of the Senate
casting vote ; President of the Republie in case of the President ;-
Legislature may provide for the case of removal ................., 2
Secretary of BState, keep the records of the State and papers of the
Legislature ; shall attend upon the President or Legislature when

o R SRR s TR RS TR 3
Secretary of the Treasury, give bonds to the acceptance of the Legisla- :

ture ; exhibit accounts when required ; monies drawn from the Treas-

ury by warrant in' consequence of appropriation................., 4
Certain public officers, their terin of office ; may be removed within that

time ; what officersa hold their office at the pleasure ofithe President.. &
Removal from oflice for official inisconduect ; bow and by whom B

........

Qualifications of the President.. .....cciciiio iidididiiainines s b -5y

Compensation of the President: shall neithier be increased nor dimin- 7

* ished &e oath or affirmation before entering on the exeeution of hig =~ ~*
u_ﬂiﬂﬂ .......... P P N R A R R I T R, N :- i M

SecToN 1. The Supreme Kxecutive Power shall be vested in

a President, who shall be elected by the people, and shall hold
Lis offce for the term of Two Years, He shall be Commander-
in-Chief of the army and navy. He shall i the recess of the
Legislature, have power to call out the militia or any. portion /.
thereof, into actual service in defence of the Repullic. 1.
shall have power to. make treaties, provided the Senate ‘woncur,
therein, ‘bv a vote of two thirds of the senators present. Ile
shall nominate, and with the advice and consent of the senate,
appoint and commission all Ambassadors and other public Min-
isters and Consuls, Secrctaries of State, of War, ol the Navy,
and of the Treasury, Attorney General, all Judges of Courts
Sheriffs, Coroners, Marshalls, Justices of the Peace, Clerks
of Courts, Registers, Notaries public, and §ll other officers of.
State civil and military, whose appointment pay not be other-
wise provided for by the Constitution, or by standing laws.
And m therecess of the Senate, lie may fill any vacancies in
those oflices, until the next ségsion of the Senate,, He shall re-
ceive all Ambassadors and other public ministers. He shall «
take care that the iaws be faithfully executed:—he shall inform
the Legislature from time to tinie, of the condition of the Re-
publie, and recommend any public measures for their adoption, -4+
“which he may think expedient..’ He may, after conviction, re-
mit any public forfeitures and penalties, and grant reprieves and
pardons for public offences except in cases of impeachment. He
may requirg iuformation and advice from amy public officer.

i
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touching matters pertaining to his office. He may on extraord-
inary oceasions, convene the Legislature, and may adjourn the
two houses whenever they cannot agrée as to the time of ad-
journment.

Secrion 2. There shall be a Viee President who shall be elee-
ted in the samwe manner, a-g;d for the same term as thatSof the
President, and whose qualifications shall be the same: He
shall be President of the Senate, and give the casting vote
svhen the house is equally divided on any subject. And in ¢ase
of the removal of the President from office, or his death, resigna-
tion, or inability to discharge the powérs and duties of the said
office; the same shall devolve on the Viee President; and the
Legislature may by law provide for the cases of removal, death,
resignation or inability, both of the President, and Vice Presi-
dent, declaring what offieer shall then act as Presidént, and
guch officer sl act accordingly until the disability be remoy -
ed, of a _President shall be elected. : :

Secrion®: The Secretary of State shall keep the records of the

" State. and all the records ‘and papers of the Legislative body,
and all other public records and documents, not belonging to

any other department, and shall lay the same when tequired, be-
fore the President or Legislature. He shall attend upon them
when required and perform such other duties as may be enjoin-

- ed by law.

SecrioN 4. . The Seeretary of the Treasury or other persons
who may by law, be charged with custody of the public monies
shall before he receive such monies, give bonds to the State
with sufficient sureties, to the acceptance of the Legislature, for
the faithful discharge of his trust. He shall exhibit a true ac-
coant of such monies when required by the President or Légis-
lature, and no monies shall be drawn from the Treasury, but by

“ warrant from the Pl'esi({lent,' in- consequence of. appropriation
ey 1 E ety

made by law. : S .
- Becrioxn 5. All Awbassadors aud other public Ministers,
and Consnls, the Secretapy of State, of War, of the Treasury

_and of the Navy, the Attorney General, and Post Master
- General, shall hold their office durinz the pleasure of the

President. All #ustices of the peace, Sherifts, Coroners, Mar-
shalls, Clerks of conrt, Registers, and notaries publie, shall
hold their offices tor the term of two years from the date of
their respective comuissions; but may be removed from
office within that time by the President at his pleasure; and

-all other officers whose term of office may not, be otherwise

of the President : .
Seorion 4. Every civil officer may be removed from office
by impe nment, for official misconduct. Every snch officer
may also Le removed, by the President, upon the address of
both brunches of the Legislature, stating their particular:
reason for his removal. : & : ;

limited by law, shall hold their  offices daring the pleasure
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Sec1ioN 7, No person shall be eligible to the office of
President who has not been a citizen ot this Republic tor at
least five yeurs, and who shall not have attained the age
of thirty five years; and who is not possessed of unencum-
bered real estate, of the value of six hundred dollars,

SkeTioN 8. The President shall at stated times receive for
his services, compensation which shall neither be increased
nor diminished during the period for which heshall have
been elected; And before he enters on the execution ot his
offic2, he shall take the following oath or affirmation.

I do solethunly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfolly exe-

cute the office of President ot the Republic of Liberia, and '

will, to the Dbest of my ability, preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution and enforce the laws of the Republic of
Liberia.

ARTICLE'IV. .

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT,

Judicial Power, how vested —Judges hold their offieé during good behav-
iour—how removed—salaries may be inereazed but not diminighed—
shallspot receive other perquisites or emoluments. .. ... .. i, 1

Supreme Court, original and appellate jurisdiction—what cases..w.... 9

L 2

-

SeorioN 1. The Judicial power of this Republie shall he
vested in our Supreme Court, and such subordinate Conrts
as the Legisluture may from time t> fime establish. The
Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other Judges of

* ©our1s, shall hold their office during _good behaviour; but |

i

may be removed by the President,on the address of two!
thirds of both houses for that purpose, or hy impeﬂch-:{
ment and conviction thereon. The Judges shall have
salaries established by law, which may be increased; but
not diminished during. their. Hance 10 office. They
shall ot receive other perquisites or emoluments whatev-
er from parties or others, on account ot any duty required
of them. o

CUSEOTION 2 Y The Supreme ‘Court shall have uri;}_*‘i:'jal Jjua-

risdiction in all cases affecting ambassadors, or other pub-
lic ministers and consuls, and those to which a County
shall be a party. 1In all other cases the Sapreme Court
shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact;
with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the
Liegislature shall from time to time make.

'""i{h B Tl
) 1
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e

the Legislature... e srstnans 1
Officers under ﬂm {‘nmmunm tl.lth tn huld nfﬁms l‘tl'i lI nthurs )
shall be appointed and cmumnsmlwd in' their stead.....n..
Towns and municipal cerporation under the laws of the Cmn 3
monwealth to retain their existing organization and aathority..
First election of officers under this Cunmtltutiun how elected, |
returns made and notice given...... sl R e s et

- Elections, where neld—to whom returns ﬂ.f'mteﬂ. shall be Imulﬂ—

' prganization of the Legislature ; votes for PIﬁSIfILIIt by whaom

- gounted and declared —failing a. majority of votes, 1ur any oue

- candidates, the Senators and Represantanms, in . Convention, ;
shall oleal & Posidefle. o consesrsiciiirinniveisisi sorois FPP e s B
Meeting of the Legislature, at least once in avwv Felliiaisic: [}
Ofticers required to subseribe on oath or or affirmation . by whum

the oath or affirmation sball be administered &e, "3 s i
A majority of the vote required for the election of celmm
. OffiCers. ... ... £ e R R S e R RS HECRR T S T B
Ofiicers unly created which tlm pu:aent leumsmunﬁa rt,qmra ;

9
Tha r1g]1r nl‘mrtmu prnr-e.rt_v, aeume{l 1;:) the w:ie, whmh n'm
only be alfenatedby her.............. AR AR R R et g 11
The widow's share of 1113{}1%&111; ﬂt!-'!'ﬂt-t.ﬁ e R Wb ,‘,11-
None but a eitizen is entitled to hold real estate exceplglee, &.,......12

ARTICLE V.,
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISION,

Lumtmmwmlih, lawa uf‘tu remain in fmca until Tapﬂaled by

None but persons of color shall be admitted to eit LaﬁHHlH‘p Ao b
Private individuals shall not purehase land from the aborigines......14
The improvement of the native tribes ; the appointment of suita

ble person to visit and instruct them ; the Legmlntum to make

appropriation for that purpose.......... Ei 10
The ex: stm;:,leu‘n]atlunﬂ of the A Lal 5ﬂcmt}' ml.xtive ru mmu-

giants to remain the same until regulated by mmp'wf &,c &r_-. _.-lﬂ
This Coustitution may be altered ; how and when... i el

. SEcTioN 1. Alllaws now in fnrce in the Gemmnnwealth_'
of Liberia and not repugnant to the ’Constit tion, shall be
in force as the laws of the Republic of Liberia, until they

shall be repealed by the Legislature.

SecTroN 2+ All judges, magistrates, and other officers
tow concerned in the administration of Jjusticé. in the com-
monwealth of Libéria, and all other existing civil and mil-
itary officers therein, shall continue to hold and discharge
the duties of their respective offices, in the name and by
the anthority of the Repablic, until others shall be appoint.
ed and commissioned in their stead, pursuant to the Consti-

tution.

SecTioN 3, All towns and muaicipal c{}rpumtmns within

the Republic, constituted under the laws of the Common-

wealth of Liberis shall retain their existing organizations
and privileges, and the respective officers therenf shall re--

wmain in offieé; and act under the authority of this Repub-

et
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1
fic, in the same manner and with the like powers as they now
possess under the laws of said Commonwealth,

Section 4. The first election of President, Vice P’resident.
Senators and Representatives, shall be held on the first
Tuesday in October in the Year of our Lord Bighteen Huu.
dred and Forty Seven, in the same manner as the election of
members of the Conncil are held in the Cowmmonwealth of
Liberia, and the votes shall be certified and returned to
the Colonial Secretary, and the result of the election shall
be ascertained. posted and notified by him, as is now by
law provided, in case of such members of Council.

. Section 5. All other elections of President, Vics Presi.
dent, Senators and Representatives, shall be held in the
representative towng on the first Tuesday in May in every,
two years ;to be held and regulated in such manner as
the Legislature may by law prescribe. The returns of
votes shall be ade to the Secretary of State, who shall
open the same and forthwith issue notices of the election
to the persons apparently so elected, Senators and Repre-
sentatives : and all such returns shall be by him laid before the
Legislature at its nex{ ensuing session, together with a list of
the names of the persons who appear by such returns to have
been duly elected Senators and lgeprescntative,g ; and the per:
sons appearing by said returns to be duly elested, shall proceed
;_g organige Fhemse}']""gs accordiniﬁf E:h‘e Se_na_tﬁ ;;,nd} House of
hepresentatives. ne_votes _for sident s all be sorted

counted and_declared by the fﬂm&-ﬁf,.._ligmsgﬂtatwes. -"iﬂné
if no pexson/fhall appear to have a majority of such votes the
Senators #nd Representatives present, shall in Convention, by
joint ballot elect from among the persons having the three
highest number of votes, a person to act#s President for the
ensuing term. T

. SECTION 6. The Legislature shall assemble once at least in
cvery year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in
January unless a different day shall be appointed by law,

Secriox 7.  Every Legislator and other officer appointed un-,
der this constitution shall, before he enters upon the duties of his

office, take and subscribe a solemn oath or affirmation to sup-

port the comstitution of this Republic, ‘and faithfully and im-
partially to discharge the duties of such office.  The presiding.
officer of the Senate shall administer such oath or affirmation to
the President, in Convention of both houses; and the President
shall administer the same to the Vice President, to the Sena-
tors, and to the Representatives in like manner. When the
President is unable to attend, the Chief Justice of ‘the ‘Supreme
Court may administer the oath or affirmation to him at any
place, and alsg to the Vice President, Senators and Representa-
tives, in Convention. - Other officers may take such oath or.
affirmation before the President, Chief Justiee, or anv other
persor who may he designated by law, :
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SecTioN 8. All elections of publie officers shall be madé by

a majority of the votes, except in cases otherwise regulated %y

the Constitution or by law.,

SgorioN 9. Offices created by this Constitution whi . the

present circumstances of the Republic do not require that they

shall be filled, shall not be filled until the Legislature shall déem

it necessary. " 2 -
Seerion 10. The property of which a woman mav ¥ pos-

sessed at the time of her marriage, and also that of which she

may afterwards become possessed, otherwise than by her hus-|
‘band, shall not be held responsible for his debts ; whether con-

tracted before or after marriage. _ : ;

Nor ghall the property thus intended to be secured to thé
woman be alienated otherwise than by her free and voluntary
consent, and such alienation may be made by ber either by sale,
devise or otherwise, g g :

Secrion 11, Inall cases in which estates are indolvent, the
widow shall be entitled to one third of the real estate during
her natural life, and to one third of the personal estate, which
she shall hold in her own right subject to alienation by her, by
devige or otherwise.

Sscrion 12, No person shall be entitled to hold real estate

. in this Republie, unless he be a citizen of the same. Neverthe-

rese this article shall not be construed to apply to Colonization;
Missionary, Educational, or other benevolent institutions, so
long as the property or estate is applied to its legitimate pur-
pose. Ee.

Secrion 13.  The great ub}?&t of forming these Colonies,
being to provide a home for the dispersed and oppresscl < ‘I-
dren of Africa, and to regenerate and enlighten this beui%l_* el

_continent, None but persons of color shall be admitted to eitizen-

ship in this Republic. . Lt
Secrion 14. The purchase of any land by any citizen or ¢ -
izens from the aborigines of this country for lus or their ov 1
use, or for the benefit of others on estate or estates in fee sim-
ple shall be considered null aad void to all intents and purposes:
SecTioN 15. The improvement °the native tribes and their
advancement in the arts of agric lure and husbandry, being a
cherished object of this government, it shall be the duty of the
President to appoint in each county some discreet person whose
duty it shall be to make regular and periodical tours throng..
the country for the purpoese of talliyg the attention of the natives
to those wholesome branches of industry, and. of instructing,
them in the same, and the Legiﬁla.t-um shall, as soon as it ean
eonveniently be done, make provisions for these purposcs by
the appropriation of money, ? :
Sgcriox 16, The existing regulations, of thé American Colo-

nization Society, in the Commonwealth, relative to emigrants,
shall remain the same in the Republic until regulated by com-

——————

paet between the ﬁ{rf.:ig_i}* and the Republic; nevertheless, the

¢ - ‘\j
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Fegislature, shall make no law prohibiting emigration. And
it chall be among the first duties of the Legislature, to take
measures to arrange the future relations between the American
(olonigation Society and this Republie, : -
- Secisox 17. This Constitution may be altered whenever
two thirds of both branches of the Legislature, shall deem it
necessary; in which case the altsrations or amendments, shall
first Sge ~onstdered and approved by the Legislature by the cen-
currenc of two thirds of the members of cach branch and after-

“ . wards by “them submitted to the people, and adopted by two
e o

+ thirds of all the electors at the next biennial meeting for the
. alection of Senators, and Representatives.

Done in CONVENTION, at Monrovia, in the county of
Montserrado by the unanimous consent of - the people of

the Commonwealth of Liberia, this twenty-sixth day of-

July in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Forty-seven, and of the REPUBLIC the*
tirst.  In witness whereof we have hereto set our names.

MONTSERRADO COUNTY.

o

5._BENED{_ET, President. J. N. Luwis, ;
oK. TYiar, Bevercy R. WiLson,
v Erwan Jouwsox, J. B. Grrrox, '
| GRAND BASSA COUNTY.
Jouw DAy, A W. Garpxir,
Ayaps Herrive, Eruramr Trroer,
3
; COUNTY OF SINOE,
oF - R. E. Murray, .
A -'tg . : i : j
T Jacor W: Prour, Seeretary to the Convention.

W

%}LUT]ONS RECOMMENDING AN AMENDMENT
. TO THE CONSTITUTION, '

Whereas in the opinion of the Legislature, Sinoc ought to
‘have an equal ratio of representation with Grand Bassa County,
‘the number of inhabitants being equal or nearly so;—and
srhereas in the opinion of the Legislature, the counties shounld>
6 ae far as practicable represestod equally;
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Therefore it is Resolved by the Senate and House of Repie-
sentatives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,
‘—and passed by t-]fz concurrence of two thirds of the members
of each branch of the Legislature,— '
~ That the 2nd section of the 2nd article of the Constitution
he so altered and amended as to Tead that the county of Sinou
thall have three representatives. g : e '

It is further Resolved that the alteration and ameéadment be
submitted to the People at the biennidl &lection agreéably to
the provisions of the 17th sectjon’ of the 5th article of the Con-
stitution, and the ballét shall be written “adoption or no adop-
tion,” L R ; e

ABPRFs® Te THE rEoPLE OF TAE REPUBLIC.
Moxrovia, JULY 2971H, 1647
Frivow Crrizess;—

Having finished our labore, we now have the honor of sub-
sitting to your consideration, throngh the Governor, that Con-
dtitution which in our opifiion will best suit the peculiar cireum-
stances of this infant Republic. That our' labors will meet the
full approbation of every individual citizen, is scarcely to be
expected : we trust, Howevér, that a large majority of our fel-
low citizens, will approve our doings, and adopt the constitu-
tion herewith submitted. =~ : :

In our deliberations, we endeavored to keep our minds stead-
ilv fixed upon the gréat objects of civil government, and have
done what we conceived to be best for_t-%'e general interest of
this rising Republic-~We endeavored carefully to arrange eve-
ry subject that might possibly arise, calculated to disturb in the
least the friendly feeling which now so happily subsists between
the different counties of this Republie. e telt deeply the -
portance and magnitude of the work submitted to our handa,

and have done the very best we could mn order to B.ffmj'd' oeneral
gatisfaction. " : i3
In view of the peeuliarity of our circumstances, the new posi-
tion we have assumed is indéed an important' one, and the gov-
ernment now calls to its support every citizen who is at all -
terested or concerned for the safety, and future prosperity of
this our only home, ' ; =
-~ Knowing, however, that our cause is just, we feel encouru-
ed, and believe'that under God, by a steady perseverance, we
ighfﬂl fully sueceed. : T :
* In publishing'to the world our Zndependencs, wehave thought
ptoper to accompany that document with a declaration of the
sauses which induced us to leave the land of our nativity and o
form settlements on this coast: and also an appeal to the sy1m-

k!

?&m of all eivilized natiens -Piiaiﬁ.ﬁ‘ Hidin aid awd %mm_&
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sion, and especially that they would, notwithstanding our peeu-

~ ligr eircumstances, specially recognize our Independence.
©  And that the flag of this Republic at no distant day may be
wesn floating upon every breeze, and in every land respected.
It is our earnest desire that the affairs of thi» government
| nay be so conducted as to merit the approbation of all christes-
- lom, and restore to Africa her’long lost glory, and that Liberia
.ader the guidance of heaven, may continue a happy asylum
‘for our long oppressed race, and a blessing to the benighted and
egraded natives of this vast peninsula. To secure which is
ar ardent wish and prayer. : §
With great respect, we have the homor of bheing your

.bedient and humble servants. -

E}T the unanimous order |
: of the Convention. \

Samver BrRsppicr, FPresident
5 5 . | BN 4



BOOK I1.

O LEGAL PRINCIPLESAND RULE

0
OF INJURIES.

It 18 Enacted by the Senate and House of Represanmnra of
_ the Kepublic of Laveria in Legislature assembled :—

Thaat the following Trinciples and Rules shall have the
torce of Law in the LIlepublic of Liberia.

Sec. 1. Aninjury is an unlawful damage done to another;

and is the pioper subject of an action. 1t does not gener-
ally, depend upon the intention of the wrong doer, whether
the act 18 an injury or not, A bad design is not necessary
to the-existence ol an injury, although it is te thc- existr e
of agrime. The object of actions for injuries is redre~ w

the injured party, not, like that ot prosecutions for rime,

to punish the’ gailty.

2. Every act which is prejudicial to the interest of an-
ether is an injury, unless it be warranted by seme law.

3. An omission is not generally an injury ; but where a

party is bound by countract, official daty, or law, to do an act,

and omits to do it, or w]mm in consequence ot an omission,
an act of the same party, (1'11&1 wise barmless, becomes pre,]

udicial to the interest ot another, such omission is an injury,

for which an action will lie.

4. Every person is liable to an action for all injuries com-
mitted by himself or his wife,

b Lwrv person isliable to an action for all damages
which arise rom the negligence, carelessness or unskilifnl-
ness ol himself or his wite at any time, of his agents or ser-
vants while employed in his business. And also for all .

, WE

:gin

the

d;jlmages committed by any animal belonging to him, or un. sy:o
: ' ' £o8 00 : e
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‘der his eare or charge; provided the damages be such as
such animal was likely to commit, either from the gener-
al habits of bis species, or from any vicious habits of the
porticuiar animal. known to the owner or the person intended
to be eharged.. All such damages are injures,

0. Every man is boand tcuse his own property so as not
fo damage his neighbour. 1f any serson makes use of his
own proverty in a manuer prejudical to his neighbors’ inter-
‘est, 1t is an iInjury. :

7. Injuries either to the person. reputation, or domestic
relations ot another, are called personal injuries. The
sreach of @ promise to warry, is & personal mjnry.

8. Domestic relations are those of husband and wife,
parent and child, gnardian and ward, master and servant.

9. DPersonal injuries die with the person, and no action
for them can be maiutained by or agaiuss representatives, or
trustees. A man Who has assigned his property for the ben-

efit of his creditors is still entitled to maintain, aud lable to,
netions for personal injuries.

10. Omwitting todo an act which a man has contracted

. to do, or doing an act which a man has eontracted not to do,
is an injury by means of the violation of a contract

11. A contract is an agreement entered into by the assent
of two or more minds, by which one purty andertakes to give
sowe valuable thing, or to do or omit, sonie act, in considera-
tion that the other party shall give, or has given, some val-
nable thing, orshall do, or omit, or Lius done, or omitted, some
act. The consideration of a court may be any thing which
is troublesome or prejudical in any degree to the party, whao
perfwins or saffers ir, beneficial in any degree to the other
pas gan agreement without such a counsideration is not a
con Mgt but only a promise. The violation ora promise

¢ made without a consideration, although most tfrequently an
imtoral aet, is ot an injury for which an action at law will
he, ; ; ;

12. 1fone party to acontract is guilty of frand, which |
deprives the other party ot the whole, or most. important™
part, of the benefit of the contract,—or eglects or refuses to.
perform the whole of his part of the contruct or so nearly
the whole thereof, that what he performs is only nominally
beneficial to the otlier party, itis not an injury tor such

-other party torefuse to comply with his part of sueh con-
tract, and no action will lie against him for o doing. DBut if
«the frand, refusal, or neglect to perform, still leave n muterinl
and beneficial part of the contract wlhieh has been performed
by the frandulent, negligent or refusing party, an action may

- be mamtained by sach paity, for the 1efusal or neglect of the

other party, to pertorm his part of sueh contraet. But in sneh
action the fraud, neglect, refusal of tle plaintift to per-
form any part of the cortract, inuy be showun, to diminixh the
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amount of debt or damages to be recovered. Nevertheless,
where the parties have stipulated that things shall be done
in a partienlar order, a plaintiff must show that he has per;
formed the act first to  be performed by him, before he can
recover damages for the non-performance {),,il. snbsequent act,

13. No action can grow out of an iifmcoral or illegal
contract. The wviolation of such a contract is not au injary.

14+ All contracts haviug any connection with the slave
trade, however remote such connection may be, provided the
parties to the contract are awarve of its existence, are. wich
the exception in the next section, both immoral and illegal,
and it is no injury to violate such & contract. ;

15. Contracts tending to the suppression of the sla
trade are legal and valid

16. Al bets, and wagers, anid contraets for the pa;
ment of money, or the delivery or trausfer of any valaabl
thing upon any contingeney or event, or upon the dee
sion of any question, dispute or controversy, are illega
except contracts made and intended, by way of insurance
or indemnily. from auactual loss or damage, sustained b
means of sueh event, contingency, or decision. All cou
tracts to pay money, or deliver, or transfer any valuabl
thing which has been won or lost at any game of chane
or skill, to pay, cr deliver, or transfer money or other thing
in lien of any nouey or other things, so won or lost, anc
in general, all wagering and gaming contracts are also il
Jegal. All contracts to indemnity any person from the
consequences of any violation or omission ot official duty
or other breach of the law are also illegal- The violation of
any of the contracts mentioned and declared illegal in this
s@stion is not an injury.

17. Contracts to indemnify @ public officer from the
consequences of a mistake in the execution cf a writ direct-
ed to him, sre not within the meaning of the last section,
and the violation of such o contract is an injury

18. Injuries to property, other than violations of con-
tract may be committed by destroying it, by taking or de-
taining it from the posession of the owner, by any act, or .
unlawful omission, which' may diminish its value, or lessen its
seenrity, orlastly, by using it without consent of the

proprietor. ; : : e
19, The person in possession of an  -operty, of any.
description, is to be considered as tl  hereof, with.

in  the meaning of the last section, as ,a:ual all but the
ttue owner. The person in posession of any propesty,
may maintain an action for any injuary done to it or to
Him 1 respect thereof, unless the detendant can show that
Lhe has a better title to such property thau the possessors
thereot. Shalenil

20-  Injuries to persons may be commited by striking, or
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attempting to strike, by confining, imprisoning or detain-
ing a person.

21. Any of the acts mentioned in the last section
may be justified if done in self defenee, or in thefexercise
of the lawful authority of a parent over a child ; a jpuardian
over & ward, a master or mistress over an appreutice, a pub
lic officer over a person in his custody for the purpose of
being compelled to work, or of any other lawfal authority :
provided that the degree ot violenee used, is not more than
w jury shall deem proper and reasonable under all  the cif-
cumstances - of the case. :

22 Injuries to the reputation may be commtted by de-
famation, or by commencing a malicious action, suit, or
prosecution, or other proceeding: " A

23 Defamation is an injury offered to the reputation
of apother, by an allegation which is not true. Defitgation
may be made verbally, or by signs which is called $lander,
or by writing or painting which is called libel.

24, The injury of defamation is committed: when the
words, signs or figures used convey the idea” either—Ist:
That the person to whom they vefer has been gailty of some
crime or offence punishiable by ldw, 2dd : THat he or she has
done some aet, or been guilty ot some omission, which, al-
though not a érimie is of a nature to make people avoid
social intercounrse witli him or her, or lessen their confidence
in his or hev integrity Jdrd: That he or she lias some mor-
al vice, or bodily or mental defect or disease, that would
cause his or her society to be generally shunned. 4th.
That his or her general character is such as to make per-
sons avoid his or Her society, or lessen their eonfidence in
his or her integrity.

25, Itisalso the injury of defamation to make use of words
or representations, the tendency of which, is to bring upon the
person to whom they refer,the hatred ridicule or contempt of
the publie, or to deprive him of the benefit of social intercourse,

26. It is defamation and an injury to assert, or make repre-
sentations importing that the party referred to wants the ne-
cessary talents or knowledge, or i3 otherwise incompetent to
perform or conduct the office, business, profession, or trade in
which he is engaged, or is dishonest in his conduet therein.

27. It is not an injury to make true statements of facts, or
express any opinion, whether such opinion, be correct or not
as to the qualifications of any person for any public office, with
an honest intention to give information to those who have the
power of appointing or clecting to such office, Nor is it an
injury to make truc statements of facts or express the opinion
which he who gives it entertains, whether correct or not rela-
tive to the integrity or other qualifications to perform the du-
ties of any station, profession, or trade, when it is honestly due
by way of adviee to any person who has asked it or to whom i%

N e PO =
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_ was a duty arising either from law or social connection, or from

humanity to give such advice. Nor isit an’ $jury to make or

pubh'at*n}r criticism or examinatiol of any works of literuture
sei€ncesy or art, or to express an opinion whether cdrrect or not,
on the qualifications, merits, or compli ce of the author of
sguch works in relation thereto, although such eriticism examin-
ation or opinion, should produce damage to the party to whoia
it refera, provided such criticism or expression, be not’intended
to cover a malicious design to injur e the party to whom it re-
fers. All statements of facts made under the circumstances
“smentioned in this section, shall be taken to be true, until the

- eontrary appears, or malice is shown. :

~28.+ All those who make, publish, or circulate a libel a =
gailgv of the injury of defamation.

28 e is the maker of alibel who originally contrived 1t, ana
either’executed it himself, or caused 1t to be done by others. He
is the publisher who executes the mechanical labour, who writes,
paints, ea;};}iﬂéﬂﬂéngraves}, or prints it. He circulates a libel who
knowing t ‘fmntents, sells, gives, distributes, reads 1t to others
or exhibits if. '

30, He id not guilty o1 an injury who ouly gives or lencs a

book or papetcontaining a libel, or reads it to another after it

is already in general circulation, unless some circumstances are

shown which prove %&t it was done with a design to injury,
- unless some special damages shall have arisen from his act.

31. No action‘can be mantained for defamation on account
of any thing said or written, whether as judge, party jury-
man witness or agent.for a -party, in a court of justice, or in

_the course of legal progeeding or in any investigation of evi-
dence preparatory to a kegal proceeding : provided, that what
is said or written, be relevant to the proceedings, investioa.

tion, or matter i hand or prepating for, and is not introduced

for the sole purposeof injuring the party to whom it refers.
32. An answer justifying a former libel of slander as true,
which has been withdrawn, or on which no question of fact
- shall have been taken, is not within the protection of the last
section, and may be deemed an injury.s But as an injury, it
ghall be considered only the act of the party in the cause, and
not of any agent of his or other person.

83. The word © verbally” used in_the defmition of slander,
means the utterance of words by the wvoice, and the words by
“gigns” comprehend every motion of the fingexs or other gest-
nres that is used and understocd to communicate ideas.

34. The words “writing” in the definition of a libel, and the
“words “unites” in the twenty ninth section comprehend not on-
ly manuscript, but printing, engraving, electing, lithography,

.or any. other means now known, or which may hereafter be
discovered or invented to make words visible. The words
“painting” and “paint” include not only the art, so ealled, but
drawing, engraving, etching lithography, or representing fig-

e
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ures in any way. It also comprehends hieroglyphics, or the
representation of words by objects which they signify.

35. Itisslander and an injury to repeat the contents of
any libel, or the words or substances of any slander, unless in
case otherwise provided for in the thirteenth section, or un- .
less the defendant state at the time of doing so, the name of
the person from whom he heard the slander, or unless the de-
Tendant show that he was not actuated in so doing by a de-
gwe to injure the person defamed. But if special damacor
ezn e shown to have arisen from said repetition ; it shall -
deemed an injury, notwithstanding any provisions of this.
gection. : v

86. Hvery false statement is an injury and defamation; <
if any special damage arise therefrom., e
'87. Bpecial damage is any loss or inconvenieuce accruing
to the plaintiff, which can be specially traced to the conduct
of the defendant. When special damage is relied upon, it
myust be stated in the complaint and proven.

- 38, A malicious action, suit, prosecution, or other legal
proceeding, is one brought against a person for a matter of
which he hath been before lawlully acquitted, cr finally dis-
charged, or one totally without any reasonable cause or _fr:run-f
dation. The essential facts to sustain an action for malicions
aetion, suit prosecution, or proceceding, are absence of reéason-
able cause for original action, suit, prosecution, or proceeding,
the termination thereof in favor of the party against whom it was
brought, and an actual damage of any sort sustained by such
ty. Although the action for a malicious action, suit, pros-
@cution, Or proceeding is elassed among actions for injuries
. to .._:%uﬁatiﬂn, any species of damage is sufficient to sustain
it, Although called malicious, it 18 not necessary to prove
gn actual malicious intention ; the malice may be inferred
from the absence of reasonable canse for the proceeding.

39. There is no injury to reputation which is mnot provi:
ded forin the preceding sections, commencing with the twenty
gccond, and terminating with the last preceding one.

40. Defamation of title is not an injury to reputation but
to property. It consists in falsely alleging that a person
048 1O tft]e or only a defective title to his property : it is on-
k7 an injury when special damage, as defined in the thirty
seventh section, can be shown to have followed,

41. Injuries to the domestic relations may be committed -
by adﬂlt.e:y, by the seduction of a wife or daughter, enti-
ang or taking away, detaining or confining the wife, child,
ward, or servant, of any personm, orany idiot or insane per-
son from his or her legally appointed trustee or guardian ;
by harboring or assisting any person sustaining the relation.
of wife, child, ward, orservant, who has unlawfully left the
profection or service of his or her husband, parent, guard-
far MAster or wMstress, or by beating or otherwise. injurwng, -

>
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the wife of any person, or by beating or otherwise iniuring
iili'}' person sustaining any of the domestic relations, insuch
& manner as to incapacitate him or her from performing the
duties of such relation.

42. Every personis warranted by law, in employing him-
self and his property, in any honest business, ocempation, or
pursuit ; although hiz so doing may he prejudicial to the in-
terest of others, by way of. rivalry or competition. Any pre-
judice or damage sustainied by any person in consequence of
fair competition in business is a damage, but not an injury,

43. No manis bound to alter the natural condition of his
property for the benefit or asccommodation of his neighbour,
or to accommodate his improvements to those of his neighbour,
Neither an omission to do so, or any damage aricing from
such omission can be regarded as an njury. Provided noth-
ing in this section shall abrogate any part of “An Act Reg-
ulating Towns and villages.” ;

44. An infant & ecapable of committing, and responsible
tor, an injury, and consequently responsible for violating a
contract made by those whom he represents, or under whom
he elaims, and which is binding on him as a representative or
s'[';ssig:nfla':. or on his property, although he is not capable of
making a contract.

4¢5.  Every person under twenty one years of age is an in-
fant. :

46. A married woman 1is capable of committing an injury,
and for every such injury her husband is responsible in an
action against himself, although it smay consist in the viola-
tion ot-a zontract binding on such married woman, as a rep-
‘vesentative or assignee, or on her property, or made by her-
gelf before marriage. A married woman cannot make a con-
tract to bind herself, although she may contract as her hus
band’s agent ; he will be bound by every such econtract, and
the agency may be directly proven or inferred {from cir-
cumstances ahd the usages of society. A wife 18 presumed
to be her husband’s Agent, in providing for his family, and
clothing herself and his female children, and males under
the age of fifteen ; but this presumption may be contradicted
by proof to the contrary. _

47. An idiot or insane person is ecapable of doing an in-
jury, though, not of making a centra¢t, nor committing a crime
and is responsible for an ipjury though not for a erime : he
way be responsible for the violation ofa contract made by
- another pefson whom he may represent in the same manner
as an infant under similar circumstances, and not otherwise.
He shall be aleo hiable for a violation of a contract made by
himself before his  insanity.

48. No judicial act, dene by a juage or other judicial
?.ﬂmer, within his jurisdietion ox authority, or any omisai_qa?;_

- - | Crdangr & M
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the judge or officer aet corruptly or malicionsly, or wilful-
ly retnse or neglect to do lns daty, it is a erime. This

section is to be considered as coutrelled by the provision

of the twenty-third chapter of the second title, on the sub
jeet of writs of ‘habeas corpus.

49. No ministerial officer is guilty of an injury in execu-
ting any writ directed to him by any authority or tribunal,
having jorisdiction over the place where the writ is execn-
ted, and having authority to issue similar writs, If the writ
shall have been impmqprly obtained, or the court or other
tribunal has exceeded the precise limits of its jurisdiction,
a remedy may be had against the person who procured tha
iss~ingz ot the writ.

50- A ministerial officer who does any aet under or by
colonr of any writ which such writ does not authorize, is
cuilty of an injury, it his act produee damage to any per-
‘M.

51, The object of actions for the redress of injuries, being
Jie indemnification of the injured, and pot the puanishment
of the inju_er, it follows that the measure of damage in
sich actions is the actnal amount of loss or inconvenience
sustained Dby the plaintiff, without any reference to the
degree of miscondnet of which the other party mav have
been guilty. The only exceptions to this rule are those con-
tained in the next section,

52. Adultery, the seduction of a wife or daughter, illegally
taking away or lharboring a wife or child, ward or appren-
tice under twenty one years old, or enticing an idiot or in-
gane person from his ov her legally appointed trustee or guard «
ian ; the breach of a coutract, engagement, or promise to
marry ; injuries to the reputation for which an action will lie
withont alleging and proving special damage, and the in-
juries for which remedies are given by the twenty-third
chapter of the second ftitle, are injaries of a peculiar unature,
and partake of a eriminal character. *Actions for the above
enumerated injuries partake of the nature of ¢riminal prose-
cutions. They are exceptions to the rule for ghe measure of
damages as laid down in the last section, and a juary in
estimating damages in such cases, may take into, consider-
ation the misconduet of the defendant, and inerease he
damages at their diseretion, for the purpose of punishing
bim. Other personal injuries are not exceptions to the rale
in the last section,

53. luevery case of an injury, the condition of the de-
fendaunt is to be preferred ; that is, the facts must be proved
by the plaintiff. Where the right and wrong are equal, the
condition ot the defendant or the party in possession of the
thing in dispute, is to be preferred.
~ 04, The enumeration of particular injuries, except those
to reputation in sowe of the preceding sections; shall ne,
| S R AR R e 4 sl i Vi
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be constrned toexclude from the class of injuries, any par-
ticnlar case nol enumerated, which amounts to an injury
agreeably to the principlesof the first six sections of the
tenth section, which contain general principles, the others
are designed to explain, apply or restrain,

But they ave only tobe restrained by express words, not
by mere omissions. _

53.  All the provisions of this title are to be considered as
annexed to, incorporated in, and controlling all the provis
ions of the second title "t those eontained in the twen-
ty-third ehapter.

¥k
i b

TITLE (I,-OF REMEDIES.

CHAPTER, 1.
OF ACTIONE.

1. Awn, action is the mode of proceeding to obtain
redress of ap injury by means of a court of justice.

2. The party who seeks redress in an action, is ealled the.
plaintiff. the party against whom the action is bronght is
called the defendant, wh b

g, Actions are divided into three general classes,—where

S the injnry for which redress is sought is a breach of eontract,

& action g said to be an action growing out of contract

- where itisan injury of any other description, the ac¢tion is

- said to grow out of a wrong. The third class, consists
~ of actions growing out of judgments in former actions.

4 Actions growing out of contracts, are subdivided
into those in  which a specific_ ' performance of a coniract is
sounght,—and those which are intended to recover damages
for the mnon-perforinance of the eountract. e

5. There are three actions growing out of condract, in
which the specific performance of a contract is songht,—debt,
—specific performance of contracts, other than for the pay-
meut of money,—and injunection, : fn o ;

6. An action of debt is an activn to enforce the pavment
of a sum of money, which the defendant has contracted to
ray to the plaintff, : L :
- 7. Anaction for the specific performance of a contract,
other than for the payment of money, is an action,in whiel:
it is songht, to compel 2 defendant o do any act ofher than

o
!
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the payment of mouney, in pursuance of a contract into which
he has entered. It may be briefly called an action of speciiie
performance, : :

8. An action of Injnnetion, isan aection in which the
plaintiff seeks to compel the defendant, to permit matters to
‘remain in the present state; eithér in pursuance of 4 contract
or becausa of a right growing out of'the general principles
of law. It is classed with actions founded on contract as a
matter of convenience although it is capable of being ap-
plied in cases, where the wrong is not, precisely, a breach of
any contract.

9. Anaction to recover dampages, for the breachofa
gontract is an action in which the plaintiff seeks to obtain
trom the defendant, a sam of money, as damages or compen-
sation for the injury he has sustained by reason of the defen-
uant’s not performing seme contract, into whiel he, or some
person under whom he elaiins, or whom. he represents, had

cutered. 1t may be briefly ealled an action of damnuges.

10. Whenever a person is hound under a penalty, that
bimself or any other person, shall do or omit any act and the
olligation is violated, or whenever any persou is bound in any
sam of money, the obligation to ba released or void, on omis- ®
sio2 or doing of any act by himself of any other person, in
ase of a breach of the contract or condition, an action of

~gontract, shiil be the proper remedy. In such aetion the
plaittiff may recover the amounnt of the damages sustained
by him in consequence of the act cr omission eomplained of,
and no more, even althongh thie penalty or smin in which the
party is bound, may exceed such amount of damages. Against
a surety, or the principal party, it sued with the sarety, the
plaintiff-can never recover more than the penalty or sum in
which such surety was bound, but he may have a separate
action against the principal, either of contract or dam-
ages, according to the circnmstances, and recover the excess
of his damages beyond the penalty.
} 1L There are three actions growing out of wrongs,—
_}%Eplevm;_ —ejectment,—and the action to recover damages
I Tor & wrapg. Bl
- 14, “Replevin is an actionto recover the possession of
_ ‘movable property, wrongfully witheld by the defendant from
- the plainuiff, = - :

13. Ejeetment is an action to recover possession of real or
immovable property, wrongfully withheld by the defendantg
from the plaintiff,. A widow may recover her dower in eject:
ment. : 2

14 The action to recover damage for a wrong, is an ac.
. tion in which the plaintiff seeks to obtain from the defendant
4 sum of money, as damages or compensation for the injary

 he bas sustained, by reason of some nct of the defendant.
-kt may be briefly called an action of damages. It is the ac-
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tion which lies for every tujury, for which there is no other
remedy.

15. Besides the action growing out of contracts and
wrongs, there is another action of a peculiar nature, growing
out of a judgnient in some former action. 1t is ealled an
action of enforcement.

16. Enforecement is an action. in which the plaintiff seeks
to huve enforced, some judgment of the court tormerly ren-
tdered, but which, from lapse ot time, or change cf parties,
eannot be enforeed by immediate execution,

17. Where the eause of action grows out of a4 contraét
and the plaintiff intends to proceed against several defend
ants upcu the same contiact, he must sue them all in one ae-
tion, anless ong or more of them, live out of the j arisdiction
of the court. He is not obliged to join the 18presentatives of
deceased persons with living original parties. He may sue
each of such representatives separately. :

18. No action of ejectnient; can be commenced more than
twenty vears after the cause of action has oced rred ; wor any
action of enforcement more than twelve years after the ren-
dition of the judgment upon which itis founded. Actions
for the violation of written contracts, must be commenced
within seven years; actions for personal injuries, within one
year ; and all other actions within three years after the cause
bf netion has oceured. and not atter.  This section is to fur-
fiish no defence, unless expressly relied on in the defendant’s
answer, Lf either of the parties be absent frout the Repub-
lic during any part of the tine, or be nuder age, or insane du-
ring any pa.t of the time, suach parf of the time shall not be
reckoned, unless in the case of personal injuries committed
without the limits of the Republic.

19. Forevery personal injury done to & matrried woman,
or 1 woman who afterwards marries; her husband shall be
éntitled to an action, which shall survive to her, if he die be-
fore it be bronelt to a conclusion, and she may he made i
party in his stead. For every personal injury done by u
married woman or a womau, who afterwards inarries, an ac-
tion shall lie agaiust her husband, which may be revived a-
gaiust her and she be made a party in his stead, it he aie
before it be bronght to a counclusion. 1In either case, it the
hasband die before the action be brought the action may be
brought by or against the surviving wife, _ ;

" 90. Inevery form ot action, where the right or the wrong
fs equal, the condition of the defendant or person in possess:
jon of the thinzin Gispute, is to be preferred. :
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CHAPTER II

OF THE MODE oF COMMENCING ACTIONS, AND BRINGING DE-

FENDANTS INTO COURT.

1. Actions are comimenced, and deféndants brought be-
fore the courts. by meaus of writs.

2. A writis a writfen ov printed paper, authenticated by
the seal of the court, and signature of the clerk, directed td
the sheriff or other person, cbmmanding him to do, or ab-
stain from doing, some act.

3. All actions except injuncfions and replevin, shall ordi-
narily be commenced by a writ of summons, directed to the
gheriff, (except in Justices’ eourt,) requiring him to summon
the defendart or defendants, to appear at & day appointed, to
answer the complaint of the plaintiff or plaintiffs, without
specifying such complaints. The writ or summons shall also
contain a clduse requiring the sheriff to have the writ before
the court, at the day appointed for thé appearance of the de-
fendant or defendants. It shall only be issued on the written
direction of the party or his agent. :

£. It shall be the d-dt}f of the sheriff to produce to the court
the writ of summonsg, with his réturn endorsed theréon, either
that he has summoned the person or persons directed in the
writ of summons to be summoned, or that they cannot be
found, as the fact may be. There may be different returns as
to different perfons named in the sane writ.

5. If the #gheriff return that the defendants, or any of them
cannot be found, a writ of re-summons may bé& issued as to
such defendant or defendants.

6. A writ of re-summons differ: from a writ of summons on-
ly by the insertion therein, after the word, summon’ of the words
as you were befére commanded.” It shall be returmed as a writ
of sumfnnns. ;

7. M the defendant, having been returned sumioned ona
writ of summons, shall not a pear within four days after the
time thérein appointed for his appearance, or if after the re-
turn of a writ of re-summions the defendant shall not appear,
within four ddy8 after tHe time therein appointed for his ap-
pearance, whatever the return may have been, it shall be the
right of the plaintiffs; havihg first filed his or their complaint,
tinless the complaint be it & ctment, to move for a writ of at-
tachment, which shall be granted as hereinafter provided. :

8. A writ of attachment, is a writ directed to the sheriff
éommanding him, to attach the lands; goods; chattles, and
éredits of the defendants; to the valne of a iﬁiJ to be expreéss-
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¢d in the attachment, and to have the writ before the court at
#&certain day. His
9. The sum specified in any writ of attachment, shall not
exceed the sum of one hundred dollars, unless in the cases here-
inafter otherwise provided for, _ _
~ 10. The plaintiff having filed his complaint; and being en-
titled to move for an attachment under the provisions of the
seventh section of this chapter, may—unless the complaint,
be in an action of damages, for an injury to the person,
or reputation of the plaintif or his wife, or for such other
injury as cannot be eonveniently estimated .in money-—make
an affidavit or affirmation of the ‘sum due to him or of the
injury he has received, and of the damages he believes he
has sustained; and in that case, the writ of attachment, shall
direct the sheriff to attach property to an amount equalto
the amount of the debt or damages so sworn to, and half as
much more, 8o as to ganswer interest and cost, as well as the
debt or damages. by i, :
11. If the complaint be.in debt, and the plaintiff shall ex-.
hibit to the court, evidence, that any specific property, has
been mortgaged or pledgad as security for the debt, then the.
writ of attachment shall command the sheriff to attach the:
specified property so mortgaged or pladged, without regard
to the value thereof. And such writ may issue without any
previous writ of summons having been issued. :
12. In all cases of actions of . debt,- or contract wherein a
specific performance, is not songht to be compelled, and in all
actions of damages, except those that are excepted in the tenth -
gection of this chapter, :he plaintilf may commence by filing
his complaint, and the affidavit required in the said tenth sec-
tion, with an addition to such afflilavit, that he fears that the
defendant or defendants, cannot be found to be summoned, or
will not appear if summoned, and shall thereupon be entitled
to an attachment. 4
13.. In an action of enforcement, no affidavit or any previ-
ous writ shall be necessary to obtain an attachment, except
ip . the case provided for in the {fifteenth section. If the orig-

inal judgment avas an injunction or ejectment, the cost aud as.

much more shall be regarded as the sum to be specified in the
attachment- . . -~ . !
14, All writs, of attachment issued under the tenth, elev«
enth, twelfth, or thirteenth sections of this chapter, shall con-
tain a clause requiring the sheriif to summon the defendant or
defendants, as in a writ of summons, : '
15. In an action of enforcement, if the original judgment..
were in specific performance, the same 1ule 2s to the sum to be
mentioned in the attachment, shall prevail, as 1 the case of a
judgment in injunction or in ejectment, unless there be an.
attidavit of non-performance of the judgment, and of the ex-
temt of dawages sustained by such non-performance.

#
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16. It shall be the duty of the sheriff, immediately upon

“the receipt of any writ of attachment, to attach, seize, and také

into his hands and possession, if necessary all the personal or’
movable property, of the defendant or defendants, named in

the writ of attachment, which he shall find in his or her pos:

seesion- or not in the passession of any other person ; and also

to attach, seize, or take possession ‘if necessary, of the right,

title and interest of the'said defendant or defendants, in all fixe

ed and immovable property. Dut'if the writ of attachment

refer to particulat property, he is not t6 meddle with any

other. Efave g ool SR = 43

17. The necessity referred to in the last section, is the ne-. -
cessity of making up the %alue of the sum called for in the writ

of attachment. : %

18. In order to ascertain the quantity of property whieh it
may be necessary to attach or seize, it shall be the'duty of the
sheriff to cause all property so attached or seized, té'be apprais-
eéd and valued by two disinterested’ persons, upon ‘their solemn .
%ﬁirmutian to value the same to the best of their skill and a-

ility. -

19}.; It shall also be the duty of the sheriff to cause a list or
schedule of all property so as aforesaid seized or taken, and of
the appraisement and valnation therecf, to be made out and
annexed to the writ of attachment, and to return the said writ
*attached as per-schedule, ! Tk
~ 20. If from the peculiar nature of any personal property be-
longing to the defendant or defendants, it shall be incapable of
being taken into the hands and’ 'possession of the sheriff, he
mayv nevertheless include it in his schedule, and shall give
notice to'all persons whose interest may require such notice,
that he has done so. Courts may adopt such rules upon the-
gibject, embraced in this section, as may from time to time ap-
pear proper, and may regulate such notice in the' manner they
may deem most just, o s '

21. If there is not sufficient property, of the defendant or
defendants, liable to be included in the ‘#cheédule,to produce
the amount required by writ of attachment ;or if the plain-
tff shall so direct, the sheriff may lay ‘the attachment in the
hands of any persons who may be indebted to the defend-
ant or defendants, or any of them, or who may have the
care, custody, or possession, of any propety of such defendant
or defendants, or any of them, by warning such. person or per-
sons that the property of such defendants is atta-hed in his or
their hands to such an amount, and ﬁu'n*.maning such ' person or
pérsons to appear at court on the day appointed for the returm
of the writ of attachment, to show cause why the same should
not be condemned in his or their hands, towards the payment of -
the debt or damages sought to be recovered. Provit‘md-,*thaj: the
person‘or persons so warned and summaéned, ‘may déliver up te-
the sherifl all the property, of which he or they bes or bave th‘

VR P e i R 1
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eare, custody or possession, as aforesaid ; whereupon the sheriff

ghall proceed as if he had found the same out of the possession

of any person. ,

22, If the sheriff has proceeded to lay the attachment inthe
hands of any person or persons, he shall return the writ ’attach-
ed in the hands of -’ The person in whose hands the at-
tachment is laid, shall be called ’the garnishee.’” A plaintiff
may himself be’made a garnishee.

23, If the sheriff cannot find any property to attach, or any
~ debtor or other person in possession of property to warn as
1 garnishee, he shall return on the back of the writ, that ’the de-

fendant has, or defendgnts have nothing which he can attach.

24. Upon the return of any writ of attachment, the defend-
ant or defendants may appear and give bail ; in which case the
attachment shall be disgsolved, except inthe cases provided for

{ in the next section ; pr the defendant or garnishee, or both,
{ may appear without bail, in which case judgmept shall be sus-
pended until the usual gteps shall have been taken to bring the
case to trial—the attachment standing as a sgeurity. Bat if
neither defendant nor garnishee appear, there shall” be a judg-
ment by default against both, or against the defendant, if there
is no garnishee. But there shall be no judgment by default,
upon an attachment which has not been preceeded by a sum-
mons, and which has been returned under the twenty-third sec-
tion.

25. An attachment founded upon a mortgage or. pledge,
ghall not be dissolved unless the defepdant shall make oath
that the debt is paid, or that the property taken under the at:
tachmert, is not that mortgaged or pledged.

26. When an attachment is dissplyed the property taken un:
der it, and all persons whatever affected by it, shall be putin
the same situation as if it neyer had existed.

27, Upon tha return of apy writ of attachment, ’attached
as per-schedule’ or’ laid in hands,’ if the defendant or garni-
shee, do not appear within four days, the plaintiff may have
judgment by default, and an order that the sheriff ehall eell
the property taken under the attachment, if any, towards the
payment of his debt or damages, when ascertained, according
to law. : ;

28, If the complaint be filed in anactipn of damages, for
an injury to the person, or reﬁutatipp of the plaintiff or his
wife, or any other injury which gannot be exactly estimated in
money, and the plaintiff ‘be not satistied with a writ of attach-
ment to the amount of one hundred dollars, he may apply to
the court, or any judge thereof, and exhibit such evidence of
the injury, and of other matters conpected with the subject,
by his pwn oath or otherwise, as he may think proper, and the
conrt or judge may direct spch sum as may be pmﬁe_r, to be ip:
serted in the writ "of attachment ; or if the injury be a personal
gne, may,in the discretion of such epurt or judge, prder the

N
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‘issuing of a writ of arrest, even although the defendant be an
infant under twenty-one years of age, x

29. In any other case the plaintift being in a condition to
apply for a writ of attachment, and having made oath or
affirmation, th.t he fears he shall not be able, by a writ of
attachiment to obtain security for his debt or damages, may
apply to the conrt or any judge thereof, for a writ of arrest,
which mmay be granted him in the discretion of such court or
judge ;hut a writ of arrest againsta defendant, as sueh,
shall never issue as a matter of course, nor against an in.
fant under twenty one years of age, married woman, idiot or
insane person, unless under some spécial provision of law.

30, A writ of arrest, is a writ whereby the sheriff is com.
maided to arrest the body or bodies of the detendant or de.
fendants, and in most cases to bring it or them before some
judge or other person anthorized to receive bail, to give secu-
Tity, to answer the complaint of the plaintiff in a sum to be
named in the said writ. and to have the said writ betfore the
court at a day to be named therein,

31. TLe sum to be ramed in the writ of arrest. for which
security shall be taken, is to be always in the discretion of
the court pr judge awarding such writ.

Y/ 32, Eveiry writ of arrest against a defendant, in any ac-
<““tion other than injunetion, shall be accompanied by a copy
of the plaiatiff’s complaints, attested by the clerk of the
court. which it shall be the daty of the sheriff to deliver to
the first person arrested by virtue of such writ,

33. Every writ of arrest against a defendant, in any ae-
tion other than injunction., shall be accompanied by a writof
attachment ; and if the defendant will point out to the sher-
iff sufficient property, liable to be attached as per-schedule,
to cover the sum mentioned in the writ of attachment, which
shall be the same mentioned in the writ of arrest, the sheriff
shall not execute the writ ot arrest ; but as a reason for not
80 doing, shall return. upon the writ of garrest, that he has
exceuted the accompanying writ of attachment. The two
writs shall be eonsidered g8 commencing but one action,

34, It shall be the daty of the sherift immediately
on the receipt of a writ of arrest, to arrest every person
whom hLe is thereby commanded to arrest, and te carry
him  before so..e person authorized to take bail, unless
in the case provided for in the thirty third section of this
chapter, and also, it required by the person before whom
he is carried, to conduct lim to prison, there to be detained
until discharged by dug course of law, and to make return
to the court of what he has done in the matter. Writs
of arrest may be continually renewed until the defendant
or defendants is or are arrested.

35. In an action of specific performance, or of enforcement
founded wpon » judgment in specific performance, the

X
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piaintitf. being entitled to an attachment after a return of
vummans, or sfter two retarns ol not found ? or in an aetion
of ¢nforeement w thont soch retirn, may exhibit to the
econrt or one of the judeges therveo!, suen evidence of the
contract anid s cirenmstances, as he may think proper,
by hLis ewn afildavit or otherwise, and the court or judge
may therenpon order a writ of attachment to issue direct
ing the sheiill to attach any specific property to which
it _mav :prnr‘ to snch eourt or Inr'lrﬂ* that the plaintiff
if :-nti{.h-tl nnder the econtraet, speeitic  performance of
whieh iz songhi to bhe -:1[1-11111-.11‘It-i],~:111d the property taken
under sieh sttuchnent, shall, whenever a jodgwent by
detanlt or otherwise iy rendered in the eause, in favor
of the plaintiff, be delivered to the plaintiff, '

36, in eje tment there shall be no writ of attachment
or of arrest, nor any hail required. but on a return of 4
Wit of summons, thie plaintiif, having filed his complaing
it the deterdant do not appear may cause a copy thereof,
tomether with a copy of the writ of re-snmmaons, to be
get npon the property claimed. ten days before the re-
tun doy  of the re-summons, apd for the purposs may
have a wilt of re snmmons, althoueh, the writ of sum.
mons may have been refarned qnmlumwll, and it the de.
femdant. do not appear within four days after, the said
return day, the plaintiff shall be enti led to a judgmeut
by defanlt,

37. Anp action of injnnetion, must h{‘- commenced by
a writ of injunetion, to obtain which. the plammtiff munst
file his complaint verified by his own oath  and by =ncas
other evidence ns the comt ar ]'ml"v- may  think proper:
The conrt or judge may also reqnirve tiu» paintitk to give
suflicient security to indemuify tlm defendant from any
injuty be may sustain. by means of the writ ot injunc,
tion; but this is a matfer in.tue discretion of the cont
n'; judsrv as is also tlu issuing the 1n]um-t1uu. and the
contents thereot | ~ b

8. A writ of mlmu-tmn is a \nn ﬂll‘l‘(ﬁ‘il fo tl'u party,
eonimanding hlm to abstain from doing some aet, whicl
it s alleged Lie is about to do, and ahu to appear before
th. wourt #t a llm to be therein '11mpmntl-ll to show ecause
why the injonetion shall be dissolyed. ivery writ of injune-
tion shall Le issued in duplicate -

39 A writ of injenction may be served by the sherift, or
any other persm - exeept {he pi dutiff, by h;-nu]ﬂ' it or a
copy -or duplicate t-lhnuf m,tll the person to whom it 13
ditceted.  the n*"nmq nr its dupheate wiit, must be

retiarmed to conrt on " before the day appointed for
the defendant’s appear .mw, aceompanied by a uulemu allirma-
t:uu ol the seryvice, N

40, I the demulautdmuga the mg.nnetmn the court

f i
: i s ety

i s



%._'1!.

LEGAL FUEMS AND PIINGIPLES 3

on being satisfied of the faets by affidavit, mav i.u‘smu
4 writ of mirest against himg althongh privileeed under
the twenty ninth section, and  punish him sy a fine or
imprisonment, or otherwise. in  their diseretion,  Sach
writ shall be returnable before the court or a juilgs
thereof only, and shall contain o eclause vespecting bail
or seecurity.

{41, 'An injuneti m shail not be dissolved, unless the
detendant dmﬂmr afd  file o  sutficient ansver o the
complaiut. verified by oath: it shall aot be dissolved
merely beeanse he denigs knowledge of the facts alleged
j1i. the eomplaint and pite the ]hamtlﬁ' upon the proot
thereof.

42, Replevin: must be  commenced Dby 1~.-.nmfr A writ
of replevin to obtain which the 11]:1111tlff st give mlﬂit,l 2Nt
geeurity, in thes discretion of the clerk ot the court, that
hie: or his representatives, will return the  gouds abour to
bhe wplmiml and  pay tle dos's’ if avy comrt having
_]llsl::dlltlun i, @Mmm shall =0 adjuige and indemnity
the ‘piafiff, from any dAnjury he way sustain, ln Illt‘l!lb
of the writ of replevin, :

, 43. A writ ‘of replevin, is a writ directed to the qhm:ﬂ"
ﬂ}mmﬂlnlmr hitm to repevy and déliver to the plaistiff,
the gouds “therein speciffied, to smurmon  the defe nImt,
to apneair before the court on a duy thoerein appointod,
to auswer  the complaint’ of the plaintif, amd  to have
the wnt before the conrt on the said day.
o4t 16 shall va the dnty of the sheriflf literally to.
execute the commands  contained in the writ ot wi:lmlu
and to return his doings to the comt.

- 20 It the: shievif cannot fimt the goods mentinned” i
the writ of Pvple-nn, the puintift away cither issae another
replevin or a writ of re sammons on the tormer writ, tarn-
ing the action there by into an zt:uiu.: of  damages, in
which Inst case his su eties shall- - released. e may
have an attachiment for a sum rqiml o donhe llm vilue
0! the gouls as ascertdined by his own oath; provided
he files an aftidavit that he believes theéy me or have
been in the  defen’ant’s  possession. :

46, If the sheriff eplevy and deliver the goods;, and’
return those facts to the court, and the detendant do
pot appear within fonr days of the day appointed for
his appearanee, the plaintitt’ siail be entitled 1o a judg
ment by detanlt, waich shall operate as a discharge to
his sureties and shall entitle him to the gomds,

47. No judg ent eutercd in  pursuapee of any divee-
ttou contained 1n this chapter, shall be stricken out af.
ter the term at which it is entered, nor during that teri,
bat. on paywent of costs and umt]mnw With such other-
eouditious as the court may 1m;mw- }umluml timt the

iy
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court may inquire into the trith of any return, and if
they shall Le satisfied that any returfl was false, they
may order the officer making such return, to pay the
costs. and may make such order as to the defendant’s
appearance, as may fo them seem just:

4%, A term is the space of time comprehended between
the legal first day of any meeting of a court, and the
legal first day of the next meeting of fbe same court.

.._1.

—0 ——

CNAPTER, ML
OF BAIL.

1. Bail is the security which is given by & defendant
- 6f his complying with tlhie judgmen: of the court. :

2. Bail can only be Wad in cases where the plaintiff
is entitled to a writ of attachment oY arrest; and only
to the amount of the sum mentioned in suaelf writ,

3. The stipulation into which bail shall enter shall
be that the defendant shalf perform the judgment of the
conrt, or render his body to the sheriff nnder penalty of
such a sam. : ;

4. Whenever a defendant is brounght before a court. yjudge,
or commissioner of bail, on a writ of arrest, and the conrt,
judge or commissioner is of opinion that the plaitiff is
entitled to demand Dbail, it shall be lawful for such court,
judge or commissioner to commit snch defendant to prison,
if sueh conrt, judge or ¢ommissioner shall in the exercise
of a sound discretion, deemy if proper, until e is discharged
by due eourse of law. Suclr discharge may be by order
of the plaintiff, or some proper authority before whom
the. defendant has given ‘bail, or before Whom he has
assigned all his property for the general benefit of his
creditors, agreeably to the directions of law. '

5. The remedy against Dbail, shall be an action of
contract, which, however, cannot be comménced until
after the return of a writ ef execution, which has proved
wholly or in part ineffectnal  'The . bailshall _be discharged-
by the-death of the-prineipals-priorfo such return,

6. The same remedy is to be applied in all easés of secar-
rity mentioned in the second ¢hapter; but the previous return
of a writ of execution shall not he necessary, except in the
ease of Dail, nor shall the death of the principal be a dis-
charge in any other case
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so measure of damages, in the case of bail, is the
- of *he jundgment rendered by the eourt, in the
n which bail was given.. ;
wery judge of a court shall - have power to take
all” actions peuding in his court, and every court
ve power to appoint, by starding rules, commissioners
who shall have the same power. The, court may
iing rales establish an appeal from a commissioner
judge, in cases 10 which they may deem it

B LR

CHAPUER, IV, Y

1

OF THE COMPLAINT.

henever the .defendant appears, it shall be the
the plaintiff to file his complaint, unless he has
before. If the plaintiff has not filed his complaint,
ten days after the appearance ot the defendant,
_ndant may demand. to be discharged. , - =5
‘"he appearance of the defendant is to -be accounted as
», when it is entered on the records of: the eourt. This
3t be done until bail has been given, when the plaintiit
itled to bail unless an attachment hath been laid on
#endant’s property, in which case he may appear with-
ing bail, the attuched property standing as a security
T R g S ot bl T :
. ery complaint must contain a distinet and intelligi-
s statemens, 1n, writing, of a sufficient cause of action with-

1 the scope of the. form of action chosen, otherwiss the ac-
ion way be dismissed. R kR , b i

4. Ewvery complaint must commence in this manner, ’A. B.
omplaing that,’ and conclude * all which the said plaintiffis
eady to prove’ No other  form is  necessary. 1n no case
shall it be necessary to state sny fiction of 1law, or any pre-
cise amount of damages, or any matter which it is not nec-
essary Lo prove. g !

5, If the plaintiff has really several causes of action, a-
gainst the samg, defendant, suited to the same. form of ac
tion, he may inglude them all in one complaint, separating
them from each other, by the words, ’and the said plaintiff,
turther complains that? - . T e i

‘A complaint in an action growing out of contract,
t state the contract and the violation thereof ; and if the
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contraet be one merely implied by the law, i 8t
facts from which the law will implyit

7. A complaint in an action of debt, must & 3
obiigation or promise to pay, or it must be n the ¢
seribed in the next section.

8. A complaing in debt may be in this form, 5«
complaint that C, IJ. is indebted to him for sundry
property chargeble in account, as will appear by
eount herewith filed, and has negleeted to pay said ¢
which the said plaintiff is ready to prove. Tog:thiy
complaint in this form, there mnst be filed an 2c¢eountay
specifieally, distinetly and intelligibly, the articles with w
the plaintiff intends to charge the defendant, so as
the defendant notice of the facts the plaintiff . ate
prove, Pl : :

9 A ebmplaint -in specific performance mvst st
Emttrapt aud the refuasal of the .defendant to | ert
part thereof ; 1t should also state that the plamtift
formed or is ready to perform his part, nnless i -
which by the terns of the contract, the part of t
performance songht, is to be performed first.

10. A complaint in -<injunction, should state the
or the facts, entitling the plaintiff to denrand that th
ants shonld nof do the act, from doing which it s
enjoin him,and also the belief of the plaintiff that 1
ant intends to do such act. The oatlr of the pla®
be sufficient evidenee of sneh beliet. -

11, A complaint in contfiet, shall state the eon' = !
violation thercof, and the fact that the plaintiff has = ¢
damage by reason of such violation. But it shall
necessary to specify any amonnt of damages.

12. A complaint in replevin, shall state that the
ant detained certain specified movable property of t
tiff, ennmerating the same. R ;
13, A complaint in ejectmient, may state that the . u
was possessor of the land sought to be recovered or that a
other person was possessed of it and that the defendant ¢
defendants detain said land, and it possession thereof in t.
plaintift be not averred snch uﬁ.mpliui'ut shall contain an aves
ment that the title of theé pérson in whom possession i
averred, haih come to the plaintiff., A widow may recover he
dower in the same form. : .

14. A complaint in ejectment. may state thab the defendant
detains the lands of the plaintiff, to which he 18 eniiticd, no-
der a grant from the Republic or other mnlm_rlty. having
sower according to law, to grant land in the first iV fance,
or from the defendant himself to the plaintift or from any
other person who may be named in the complawt, and
in the last ease, the complaint shall contain & aver
mont that the title of sanch last persen hath come =

-
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plaintift. The allegation -is sufficienily proved by proviug
title, unless some other person is proved to have been in
possession, at the time if was important to prove posscssion
in the plaiutiff, or the person under whom he claims. :

15. A complaint in ejectment may state that a judgment,
to be recited in the complaint, was obrained against the de
fendant, that an excention issued thereon, apd the sherift or,
the other proper officer, in pursnance thereof, sold certain
lands of the defendants, to the plaintift, or to any other person,
and that the defendant detains the said lands., If the sale
by the officer, is not alleged to have been made to the plain
tiff, the.complaint must also state, that the title of the per-
son. to whom the sale was made, has come to the plaintiff

16. When an action of ejectment is brought against o
tenant who holds over, it shall. he sufficient for the ecom
plaint to state the lease or renting to the defendant, and
that his time has expired. If .the detendant be not the orig-
inal tenant, ov plaiutift not the original landlord, the title of
those parties to the action, who are ot parfies to the lease,
ghall be deduced.in general terms from the léssor or lessee,
a8 the case may require. 44

'17- When an action of ejectment; is brought to recover.
property which has been leased, and the interest of the les-
see or his assignee, forfeited by the neon-payment of rent, it
shall be necessary for the complaint to state summarily the
lease, the claims of re-viitry, and the average of a year’s rent,
whereby the interest of the defendant is forfeited, and that~
notwithstanding such forfeiture, he detains the land. If
the action be not between the original parties to the lease,
the tiile ot these parties to the lease. shall be deduced in
general terns fromn the lessee, as the ease may require :

“18. 'The complaint in an action of damages, shall state

the injury-complained of, and the fact that tne plaintiff has -

sustained damages therveby ; but it shall not be necessary to
specify any amount of damages. i
19, A complaint in damages to real property, must either
state that the plaiptiff, at the time of the injury complained
of, was possessed thereof, or that he was formerly possessed -
thereof, and, had partel with the bossession thereof. to be
mmatatﬂd_therein at some period, or upon the happening of
gome contiugengy, or it must avér the same tfacts as to
some other person and deduce title like a coniplaing in eject-
ment. But no person can mantain an action of damages. for
4all 1njury t;O real propeity done before his title to_the same
acerued. The allegation of . possession, shall be sufficiently
proved by ahu.wmg title, unless some other person is proved
t> have been in possesrion at the time, at which it was impor-
tant to  prove possession in the plainti¥ . or those under .
whom he claims. ' : ;

Jﬂ Akwmplaintl in_damages for ‘an injury to pergonal

S
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roperty, must state that the plaintiff was the proprietor of
che goods, which were the subjeet of injury, or that he was,
possessed of them, and shall also state such injury, which
niay consist in taking, using. damaging, destroying, selling
or detaining such goods, or in any act which may diminish
the value thereof, or render the possession of. them
insecure: B &) e g

21. A complaint in damages, for a persenal injury to the’
person or reputation of the plaintiff, need ounly state the in-
jurys If the injury complained of be a mali¢gions or improp-
er suit, prosecution, or other lggal procceding, the complaint
must show that such suit, prosecution, or proceeding, is at’
an end, and has terminatéd in "favor of the present
plaintift. : " ‘ e ey " i,

2 . A cofrplaiit in an action ot damages, for an injury to’
the domestic relations of the plaintiff. must state the rela-
tion upon which it’is intended to' rely, the njury,and also’
that the pldin{iff snstained damage thereby. @ =

23. 'The plaintiff may once amend his complaint’or with-
draw 1t, and file a new one at any time before the case isrea-
dy for trial but he must pay the whole cost of the action, in-
ciirred by both parties, up te the time of such amendmen?,’
and if he change his form of action, he shall lose the benefit
of bar, if any has been given. Ve

3 ] i i b ok

CIIAPTER, V.

@F THE ANSWER

R

1. The defendant may either deny the truth of the facts | /.
stated in the complaint, or he may deny that they are suffi--
cient in law to maintain an action; ot he ‘may do both, and?
in 8o doing he is not corfined to any form.

12, If the defendaut deny both ‘the facts and the law,the
question of law shall first be disposed of. ~* =

3. The defendant may file an angwer to the complaint,
setting forth new tfacts'to excuse or justify his conduct, eve-
ry such answer'must be in' writing, and must contain' a dis-
tinet, intelligible and sufficient answer to the complaint or
to such parts thereof, as it professes to answer, or judgment
shail be given for the plaintiff, | .. Rl

-4, Every answer whigh is not a mere denial of the truth
of the facts alleged in the compliint, or tof the laws assum- :
»d the same, or of hoth.imnst goannenc. The defendant ds- i

B PEREE | R AN U it g 4 i S
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nies the right of the plaintiff to recover, because,” and eon-
clude, *And this the detendant is ready to prove” No oth-
er form is necessary i g 3

5. Every answer must be filed within twenty days
after the appearance of the defendant, provided that the
complaint shall have been filed before the expiration of ten
days from the said apearance, otherwise it shall be filed within ten
days after the defendant shall have réceived notice of fiing the
complaint. A L . /3

6. If no answer is filed as provided in the last section,
the defendant shall be understood to deny’ the truth of
the facts, and to rest on that defence only. Every answer.
may be once amended or withdrawn, and ‘a new one filed,
or an additional answer filed, but this must be done so
as to produce no delay in the trizl of the cause, and the
defendant must pay all the cost of thé action incurred by
both parties, previous to such amendment,

‘7. If the defendant have really reveral answers to the
complaint, he.may avail himself of them all, separating .
them by commencing each new answer with the words, ¢
And also "hecause.” '

8. No general denial, whether expressed or implied, shall
ever be construed, in on answer or reply to amount to an affir-
mation of sny fact, such as payment, perfﬂrnmm_::e of a eontract,
ingbiies of a defendant to contract, illegality of consideration,
permission of the plaintiff, lapse of time, or other affirmative’
macter, of the intention to prove which, the other party ought
in fairness to have notice. -The fundamental principle upon
which all complaints, answers or replies shall be constructed,
shall be that of giving notice to the other party, of all new facts |
which it is intended to prove, whether _tl;ey are consistent with
the facts already stated to the court, or being inc nsistent with

the present existence of such facts, adniit or imply tneir former™

axiatenve, or show that existing, they can bave no legal effect.

g
1" g

0
(HAPTER VL,

OF THE REPLY ANB SUBSEQUENT PROCKEDINGS-

'] ( e
At i a { v Lk

1. The plaintiff must reply to the defendant’s answer, with-
in ten days after he hag notice that it is filed, or he shall be o
bliged to rest his case on the denial of the truth of the answer
only, to be construed agreeably to the principles of the eighth
section of the last chapter, : : 3

Fo

B
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2. The plaintiff may in his reply, cither deny the truth of

the anewer, or that it constitutes a sufficient answer to his com-
plaint, er both. But if he denies both, the question of law
st first be disposed of, Such denial is to be construed agreea
bly to the prineiples of the eighth seetion of the last chapter,

3. - The plaintiff may reply new facts, if he thinks proper to
do so, subject to the rules laid down for answer. Such reply
must commence, The plaintiit denies that the answer of the de-
fendant is sufficient to prevent his recovery,” and conclude,’
And this the plaintiff is ready to prove.” No other form is nec-
easary. hEe A ;

4. If the defendant choose to give any other answer, thaa
the denial of fact or law to the veply, he may file a second an-
gwer, but this will seldom be necessary or proper ; in like man-
ner, the plaintiff may file a second reply, and so on, until one
of the partics rests his case on a denial pf the facts stated, or
law assumed by the other party, or bf both ; such subsequent
answers and replies, are subject to all thg principles, rules and,
forms, above laid down, such alterationd being made in the
forms, as circumstances may require. : :

5. Kvery answer and reply, must contain a distinet, intelli-
‘gible and sufficient answer in writing, to the complaint, or reply
to which it pyiports to be an answer or reply, ar to such parts
thereof as it prafesses to answer, and must not depart from the
ground taken by the former answers or raplies ta the same par- -
ty, or judgement shall be given for the other party.,

6. If a party have really two or more suilicient ‘answers ar
sreplies, to the answer or reply of his'adversary, he may avail
bimself of them all, separating them by commencing each new
answer or reply after the first, with the words, ¢ And also be-
cause.’ i '
. v7. Amendmonts may he made in replies and answer, subse-

quent to the first, upod the terms on which they may in the

first answers and replies ; and subsequent answers may be with-
drawn, and others substituted upon similer terms, .

-
GHAPTER VII
- or TRIAL, F

1. The trial of all questions of mere law, shall Lie by the

gourt.
, 2, The trial of all questions of were fuct, shall be
f ];év a jq;;r,_ if required by either partw and the value ot %

¥

b o e
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the wmatter in Jdispnte exeeed twenty dollars, nnless in cases
where the court are eXpiessly anthorized v directed by Jas,
o enguire into any matter of fact, not going to the final de-
cision of the ease _

3. The trial ot all mixed questions of law  and fact, shall
be by jury, with the assistance, and under the direction of
the court, unless where tlie totirt eould try a question, it one
ot mere fact. :

4. A jury shall consist of twelte persons, who shall sol.
amuly swear or affirm immediately before the trial, that they
will well and truly try the issne joined betweed the parties,
and a trne verdict give acvording to evidencé.

.. 0.. The opinion of the comrt, &hall iz all cased be the evi-
dence to the jury of the law of the land, S

6. The amonnt of debt or dumage shall, onless otherwis
directed by law, e in all cases agcertained by a jury . ThHae
Jury who try an detion of repleting when the  govds are in
the possession of the plaintiff. shall, it they find a verdict
for the detendant, aséertain thé valde of the goods, ;
7. The court shall try all questlons and ascerfain the g-
mount of debt and damages in all eases in which a jury is
not required. e : e i :

8. 1f in an actian of enforeertient, or in any dther easg,
in which a judgment is stated in a complaint, the Jdefendant
tleny the facts stated in the complaint, the cohirt shall try
the question, whetlfer there is such a judgment or not, and
their opinion on that subject, shall be cofitlusive upon the
jury, if there is one.

0 It is the vight and duty of the conrt to expound to tha
jury alt written evidence, procured iu the conrse ot the trial ;
but depositions and aflidavits, although actuaily reduced to
writing, are not to be considered as written evidence within
the weaning ot thisscetion: _ k

1o, Itis the right of the epiirt to {Ii;uuha on the admissi-
bility of evidenee 3 but when it is admitted, itis the right ot
the jury to decide npon its eredilility  and efteet, | |

11. Consequently the court have no mght tg instruct the
Jury, that there is no evidence of any, particular faet, i any
evidence not written has been given in the eunse, :

12, It is the duty of the conrt when applied fo by either
party, or by the jury, to instruct ﬂi‘ﬁ JUry uppn any . poiut of
law which is importaut to the decision of the case 3 nnd the
court may so far decide upon the effect of unwristen evi-
dence’ as may be necessary to enable them to ascertain
whether o point, wpon whieh instruction is asked, is im-
portant to the decision of the cause, 3

13+ The court shall not instract the jury upon any pniut’;_
:‘it law, which bas not a bearing upon the merits ot the
ANSe,

4. On the frial of an action for a malicions snit, ﬁrmnu:
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tion, or proceeding, it shall be the right of the jury, to de.
ermine wheth er reasonable cause for sunch suit, prosecution,
or proceeding existed or unt, which they shall do. by taking
juto consideration all the facts and cirenmstances of the
care, The court shall only instruct them, as to what faets
are requisite anid propérto iu1ni-.h . nutﬁmeut foundation in
law for similar suits, prosecutions, or proceedings,
. 15.  Either party may require the court to reduce its 0 ;.n
jons and instructions to writting, and w henever an appea! id
to take place. the whoie evidence in the court shall Le vedue
‘ed to writing, and with the 6pinions and. instructions s go ul
by the judges, shall be fransmitted to thﬁ court, befors a-."ni:'rh_
the appeal is to be' hedrd.
v 16, The court md‘. set aside the ‘.(‘1{1 ict or decision of the
jury, and order a'new trial, whenever it shall be provedl
that the jury or any of them' have received a bribe, or have
conversed otherwise than ulwul\ it the' presence of the court,
with any party to the suit. or lgeuf of such party, on the
subject of the tiial, after hfelngq affirmed ; or if any juryman
was related to eithdr of the parties, or to the wife of either
of the ]}HitlEE as father, son or brother, o1 had himself any
pecuniary interest in the cause, or if the verdicet shall be man-
ifestly against'the evidende, thu law, or the legal instructions
of tho court, or if the debt or damages found by the jnry,
be greatly too mueh or too little, when compared mtlm the
evidence in the canse.

7. The’court, in awarding a new trial, may unpnﬂﬁ such
terms upun the [l;llf} in whose favor they award it, as to it
ghall seem just. 5 s ;
% 18, Every motion for a néw trial, must be made within
four days .:ftur the verdict, or if on the ground of the ver.
dict being against evidence, law, or thé instruction of the
:wmt or of & mistake in the amount of damages, W ithin two
days. Within'one day after such a motion is matde. it I;IM”.
be the cuty of the court to appoint a time for heaving it,
which if the ground ot the motion shall be suc h," as by the
lll‘t}\'lHI{HiS of this section, would render it newsmn\ to make
the inotion within two 11‘11‘*% after tlie verdiet, shall be imme-
diately, if the conrt have tlme-—:.f not, it ahd,ll be at, the next
term.

. 16. When a verdict is sét aside, iy shall be the duty of
the court to appoint us eatly a d*u?, as conveniently may be,
for a new tyial.

' 20. Every question of law or fact, shall be dlspuaed of at’

the term at which it is raised, unless the court is prevented
from disposing thereof by want of time, or is satisfied by affi-
davit «r other sufficient evidenece, that the ends of Justlce re-
guire a postnonement, and that the necessity does not grow”
out of the misconduct or negligence ot the party applying
or the postponement-
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CHAPTER VIIL
. OF COURTS.

1. Every court shall consist of one more judges and shall
have a clerk, and a seal, :

2. Every act of a ceurt unless otherwise directed by law or
rule of court, shall be authenticated by the signature of the
clerk, and the seal of the court,

3. It shall be the duty of the clerk of every court to keep
a docket, or list of the cases pending in the court, which shall
exhibit all the proceedings taking place in the cause : take
charge of all records and papers, and on payment of fees,
give copies of them whenever required, to sion all writs and
other acts of the court, and to do such other duties as may be
required of him by law, or rule of court.

4. It shall be the duty of every court, at each term or ses-
sion, to disposeof all questions of mere law depending before
it, and then to cause a jury to be provided to try questions of
of facts and mixed questions. =

5. Every court shall have power to cause to be arrested
and brought before it by writ of arrest, or otherwise, any
person. who may interrupt or disturb its proceedings, resist
the exeention of a writ or writs issued by its autiim'ity, re-
fuse or neglect to obey its lawful summone. or that of the
sheriff to attend upon its sitting, or refuse or neglect to per-
form the duttes, for the performance of which any' such
person may have been snmmoned, or who being summened
and having appeared, shall depart from the court without
leave. But this section shall not be construed to extend to de-
fendants in actions, who may disobey a sUminons, n cases in
which a writ of arrest is not expressly authorized against them .
in the second chapter. _

6. When any person is brought before the court under the
last section, it shall be lawful for the court to punish him or
her by fine and imprisonment, or otherwise i the discretion of
such court, :

—0
CHAPTER IX.
OF JURIES.

1. Every jury shall be composed to twelve jurymen, the con-
gent of the whole of whom, shall be necessary o a verdiet.
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2. Every jury, shall on the demand of either party, be chosen
in the following manner. Twenty Jour names of persons
qualified to be jurors in the case, shall be putinto a book, and
twenty of them drawn by lot, each party may strike four
from the list, and the remaining twelve shall try the cause,
should the parties strike the same persons, the court shall re-
duce the number to twelve.

3. The foréeman of every jury, shall be appointed by the court,

4, The foreman of every jury, shall deliver their verdict,
but auny party to the action, may demand the opinion of each
juryman in order that he may ascertain if the verdiet is un-
animous. :

5. Every juryman, immediately before the commencement
of the trial, shall make asolemn promise or affirmation, to
the effect prescribed in the fourth section of the seventh
chapter or ;else that he will well and truly inquire of the debtto
—————or the damages sustained by the plaintiff. The latter
form applies to inquiries after judgment by default or otherwise.

6. No person can be a juryman in any case in which be has,
directly or indirectly, a pecuniary interest, or in which any an-
cestor, descendant, brother or sister of his or his wife or the
husband or wife of any such ancestor, descendant, brother or
sister, has, directly or indirectly, such interest, or in which any
uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, or first cousin of himself or his
wife is a party, or wife to a party, or in which he has acted
as agent or assigtant, in any way for either party, or on the

erits_of whi has expressed any o inion, or in which he
has previously acted as a juryman or arbitrator. - Either par-
ty may object to thename of any person, disqualified from

_serving by this section, being putinte the box?ﬁld the facts,
. if denied may be proved by the oath of the juryman propos-
ed, or any other sufficient evidence. \The court may also ex-
clude a person from serving on a particular jury, for any rea-
son which in the opinion of triers, affects his impartiality, or
on his own applicatioi iy for gimilar reasons excuse him. But
in cases of exclusion, except for the specific causes above
menticned, the court shall, if required so to do, by either par-
tv cause three persons qualified as juryman in the cause to be
chosen as triers, in the manner following : that is to say,
the court shall nominate nine persons, whose names shall be
put iz the ballot box and seven of them drawn and entered
on a list, each party shall strike two from the list, and the
remaining three shall try the impartiality of the juryman with-
out. appeal : should the same persons be struck by both par-
ties, the number shall be reduced to three by the court. But
if a juror is admitted to try a camse without objection or af-
ter a trial by the court, or by triers, the verdict shall not be
set aside, on account of any disqualification in him to serve
on the jury, not mentioned in the fifteenth section of the
seventh chapter,
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7. If after the list of a jury is made out, it shall appear that
the whole twelve, are not present, or one or more of them shall
prove not to be lawful jurors, the court may nominate five per-
sons qualified as jurors, inthe cause, for each juryman wan-
ting, the names of such persons shall be put into the ballot
box, andthree for each juryman drawn and written on a list,
from which each party may strike one third of the names
thercon, and the remaining third shall be the juryman. The
court may nominate person whose names have been before in
the box and not drawn, but not a person whose name has
been stricken from the list by either party in the same cause.

8. In all cases where a party refuses or neglect to strike a
pame or names from any list, the court may doit for him.

9. Every juryman must be twenty-one years old, of good
‘moral character.

10. Every jury must be kept together, from the time at
which they are affirmed, until they render a verdict, without
eommunicating with any person, except the constable sworn
to attend them, unless he court dispense with any part of
this sectien. A jury may, notwithstanding, have food, water,
light, and such other necessaries as the court may direct.

11. If the court are satisfied that there is no prospect of the
jury agreeing, they may be discharged and anew trial awarded.

12. The jury may always find the facts specially and refer
the law to the court. If they disagree upon the amount of debt
or damages, they may report te the court the opinion of each
juryman, and the court may ascertain the amount.

13. The sheriff sghall cause twenty-four qualified jurymen
to attend at each term of every court, having original juris-
dietion, to be summoned as equally as may be from the sever-
al townships, within his jurisdiction, and in rotation in each
township. Iif from any cause, any pf?mcular juryman ghall
be disqualified from serving in & particular case, or shail be
absent, the place of his name may be supplied in the ballot
box by that of any person qualified to serve as juryman in
the case, without reference to townships or rotation. The per-
sons whose names are Sllbﬂtitﬂt&d for those of GthEI‘E, shall be
called additional jurymen and shall be summoned by the sheriff
before their names are put into the box. Their service in a
particular case shall not be accounted instead of their ser-
vice in rotation.

- :
| e

CHAPTER X.
OF THE GENERAL RULESOF EVIDENCE.

1. It shall be the duty of every party alleging the exis-
tence of any fagt to prove iz. "The burden of proof rests on



.'..'\h't..... —

it

52 LEGAL FORMS AND PRINCIPLES

the party who maintains the affirmative, except in special
eases.

2. Where a party charges another with a culpable omis-
sion or breach of duty, he shall be bound to prove it, al-
though it involve a negative. Every man shall be presum-
ed to be innocent until the contrary is shown. :

3. Where the facts lie peculiarly within the knowledge of
one varty, he shail be held to prove the negative.

4. When the fact alleged, is the life of any person, if
he be shown ever to have existed, the party denying his
continuned existence, must show his death. But death shall
presumed from an absence of seven years, during which no
account can be given of the absentee,

- 8. The legitimacy of every person is presumed.

6. Marriage is presumed, whenever the parties have liv-

ed together as hnsband and wile.

B 7. It is safficient if the allegations of a party, are substan-

tially proved.

8. The best e¢vidence which the case admits of, must al-
ways be produeed : that is, no evidence is sufficient, which
supposes the existence ot better evidence. :

9. A copy is not evidence unless the original is proved
to be lost, orto bein the possession of the opposite party,
who has received notice to produce it, or unless it be & copy
of some record or other public doenment.

10, Hearsay is not evidence, except in particular cases.

11. Hearsay from deceased persons, of ancient tacts, of
whieh they, from their sitnations, were likely to have
knowledge, such as marriages, birtis, deaths and pedigrees,
may be received as evidence ; but it is evidenee of a low grade.

12.  General reputation, is evideuce of general character,
of marriage, of legitimacy, of death, of a man having filled
or filling u publc oiice in which he has publicly acted.

15.. All admissions, made by a party himself, or by an
agent of his, acting within the scope of his authority are
evidence, '

. 14 Whatever has been said by a party himself is evi-

—+dence against hin.,

15.° Every agent for the conduct of a cause shall have
anthority for making admission in that cause.

16. The admission of every other agent, iu apy matter
under his control as agent, shall be evidence. s

17. Where several parties have a joint interest, the com-
mon interest being proved, the admission of one is the ad.
mission of all, buot the common interest, eannot be proven
by the admissicu of one or more against those not Joining
in such admission.

18. All admissions must be taken altogether, the whole
document or eonversation must be given in evidence and will
be evidence of ull qualifications, exceptions and denials con-

\
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tained therein, and of all facts connected with the question
stated therein, but evidence may be given of the falsehood of
any statements so made. But no document of conversation
can be made evidence by the other party proving any other
document or conversation, not referred to in the docament
or conversation first proved, ]

16. No declaration of any party shall be evidence in
his favor, except in the ease provided for in the tenth sec-
tion of the fourth chapter, in the case provided for in the
last section, and such other as may be provided for by law.

20. The directions given, or other words spoken by any
person or persons, during the transaction of any matters, |
are not to be regarded as hearsay, or as the d“zluratiﬂus of
a party : they may be proved as tacts.

21. The admissions or declarations of any person, nnder
whom a party toa cuuse derives title to any property in dis-
pute, in such cause, touchivg such title or property made
waile the interest of snch person in such property continued,
shall bave the sawme effect as if made by such party.

<2. Printed histories shall be evidence of notorious pub-
lic historical facts,

23. Foreign laws are facts, and must be proved like oth-
er facts. '

24 U a book, pamphlet, paper, painting, or drawing,
engraving, etching or other article, shall be sold in an
office or shop, where such articles arve usually sold, the per-
sou for whose account the business of sneh office or shop'is
carried on, shall be presumed to have sold such book, pamph-
let, paper painting, Jdrawing, engraving, etching or other
article, undil he remove that presumption by contrary proof,

25. Every conversation to which any person was a par-
ty, or which was carried on in his presence or hearing, shall |
be evidence against him, subject to the {Ill_ﬂlﬂl{ﬂ:ltlilll in the
eighteenth section, (in this chapter,) apd to the sound
discretion of the jury in the application of the rule. i

26. The possession of any property is evidence of titde

thereto, until the contrary be shown-—Where the actnal
possession of property is vacant, it shall lhu deemed to }m
in possession of him, who may be the right owner. Yet
he may waive this coustroctive possession aud treat it as it
in the possession of :;1-1].‘3.' other person, who may claim it..
- 27, All evidence must be relevant to the issune, that is,
must have a tendency to establish the trath or falsehood
ol the allegations and denials of ]:lle parties. Bat in ac-
tions for the injuries, enumerated in the fifty ninth section
of the chapter of injuries, it shall be lawful to give evi-
dence of any fact which has a tendency to explain the
sitnation, or ¢ircumstances, or molives of the parties, in
aggravation or mitigation of damages, although not prop-
erly relevant to the same.
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98. Evidenceis divided into written evidence and oral
testimony,

CHAPTER XI.
OF WRITTEN EVIDENCE.

1. Written evidence comprises judgments, verdicts, and
other records, deeds, conveyances, wills, bonds, notes, agree-
ments, entries in books, and other similar documenis s—it
does not include depositions taken, to be used in a cause,
although reduced to writing.

2. All verdicts, judgments, and other records, and all
wills, and other documents, which have been recorded in
pursuance of any law, and all documents, lawfually deposit-
ed in any public office, may be proved by producing copies
of such documents or the records thereof, authenticated by
the signature of the proper officer, and by his seal of office,
if he be required by law to have one. The acts of any court
required by law to have a seal, must be authenticated un-
der soch seal. A

3, All other writings must be proved by the proauction
of the originals, unless in the cases provided for in the
ninth seetion of the last chapter, or in other laws.

4. Theloss ot documents, or their delivery to the other
party may be proved by the other of the party to the cause,
or other interested wi‘ness.

5, Hand-writing must be proved by the oath of a person
acquainted with the hand-writing of the party, whoseit is
_alleged to be, either from having seen him write or corres-
ponded, or transacted business with him ; or it may be prov-
ed by comparison with undoubted writings of his,—proved
not to have been written after the dispute arose, or under
other suspicious circnmstances.

6. By suspicious circumstances are meant any cireumstans
ces, likely to induce a party to deviate from his usual mode
of writing, orto cause it to be changed involuntarily

7. Acts of the Legislature, whether private or publie,
may be given in evidence from books printed by anthority.

8. Foreign laws must in general be proved like other
facts; but the printed laws of Foreign Ceurts, pulished by
authority, shall be evidence.

9. The written laws of other countries, must be proved by
copies attested in the most solemn manner usual in such
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countries ; and proof must be given as to what is the most
solemn manuer used in such countries.

10 The judgments of foreign courts and foreign records
must be attested in a similar manner.

11. Acts of the Legislature and foreign laws shall be ad-
missible evidence against all persons whatsoever.

12. Verdicts and judgments shall be admissible evidence
against all parties thereto, and those claiming under them—
They shall not generally be evidence against all other par-
ties except for the purpose of shewing their own existence.

15. Where a verdict or judgment has been rendered
against any person, in consequence ot any act or omission of
another person, such verdict or judgment shall be evidence
against such other person, in an action by the original defen-
dant to prove its own existence and the amount of Gamages
sustained.

14, A verdiet, on which no judgment has been given,
shall not be evidence.

15. A legal judgment shall be evidence, although not
founded upon a verdict. -

16. A foreign judgment is evidence in the same manner
as a domestic one, its existence having been first proved, and
also the existence of the law upon which it is founded. But
no proof need be given of the law of nations.

17. A judgment of a foreign prize-court is not conclusive
evidence of any act whatever, but it is some evidence.

18. A foreign judgwent in a case in which the defendant
did not appear, although a part thereto, shall be no evidence
against him. But if any person have appeared for his inter-
est, it shall be evidence, unless he show that the appearance
was without his authority,

19. A verdiet or judgwment shall be evidence against the
party who succeeded in the original action. or those claiming
under him, in favor of any persons whatever; but it shall not
be evidence against the party who failed in the original ae-
tion, unless it would be also evidence against the party who
produced it as evidence. :

20. A verdiet and judgment in ejectment shall be evi-
dence, but not conclusive evidence of title; but two verdicts
in actions between the same parties or those nnder whom
they claim, in favor of the same side, shall be conclusive, un-
less it be shown that there has been a verdict and judgment
the other way, and even in that case, three similar verdicts |
and judgments shall be final and conclusive. P

21. Other verdicts, andjudgments, and sentepces and
decrees of courts of competent jurisdiction, are tinal ﬂl]‘d con-
clusive evidence upon the same matter, und some evidence
to prove any other fact which comes in guestion in another
cause, which they may have any tendency to prove-

22" In all cases where the judgment of a court of limited
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jurisdiction, or foreign court, i® relied on in evidence, the
jurisdietion of such eonrt, mnst be proved to extend to the
case in whieh the judgment was given.

25. A will regularly admitted to proof, by a court having
jnrisdiction to do so, is evidence against all mankind, unless
in a proceeding instituted for the purpose of setting aside
sueh will or the probate thereof,

24 Létters testamencary, and of administrgtion, may be
read in evidenee in  all eases whatever, until they have been
recularly revoked.

25, Deeds and other writings shall be evidence against
a1l parties  to them, and shall also be evidence of the trans-
fer of all titles or rights transferable by them, against all
mankind. : :

26. A memorandum made by a deeeased disinterested
person, in the ordinary course of his business, shall be
evidenee.

27. It a party desire to give in evidence any document, in
possession of his adversary, he shall give him reasonable
notice to produce it, and the ecourt shall have authority to
decide whether the notice is reasonable. But where the
proceedings in the eanse give notice that one party means
to eharge another with the possession of an instrument, no
other notice shall be neccessary.

48.  When an instroment is produeed nunder such a notice,
the party who requires it must prove the hand-writing of
the party subseribing it, un'ess where the party producing
it elaims title under sunch deed or other instrument,

29. [If the party to whom the notice has been given, to
produce adeed or other instrument, negleet or refuse to do
s0, aind do not prove that itisnot in his power, he shall be
taken to admit its aathority, and its eontents may be proved
by a copy, or by the testimony of witnesses. :

30. If the party to wlfom notice has been given, to pro-
duce a deed ov other instrument, shall not produce it, its
contents may Le proved by.a copy,or by the testimony of
witnesses. o

31. It a party ton canseis frandualently in possession of
an instrument, which does not belong to him, no notice to
produce it is neeessary, and the contents may be proved
without such notice. :

32, If adeed orany document, which is wanted to be
given in evidence, is not in the power of either party, the
party wanting the same may have a writ of summons direc-
ted to the person having custody thereof, requiring him to
bring sneh deed or other documents with him to conrt; which
writ may be enforced in the manner herein before provided
for in the sixth section «f the seventh chapter.

33. Either party may examine the other upon oath, as to
whether any instrument or signature is in his hand-writing,
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either before or at the trial. If any party refuse or neglect to
answer an interrogatory to that effect, it shall be considered
an admission that it is his hand-writing.

34. It any party shall on such examination, deny that
the hand-writing is his, and the instrument has the pame of
a subseribing witness annexed to it, such witness must be
produoeed, or hisabsence acconnted for, by showing his death,
or removal beyvond the proeess of the eourt or other fact ren.
dering his attendance impracticable, and in that ease it shall
be necessary to prove both his hand writing and that of the
party. Bug if the instrument be produced under a notice,
this section shall not apply to the case.

33 When aninstrument hoas been produeced nnder ano-
tice, or the party has not denied on oath that the instrument
or signatare is his hand writing, or when there is no sab-
seribing witness, it shall be sufficient to prove the hand-writ-
ing of the party, ' But if reasonable notice has been given to
prove the hand-writing of the snbseribing witness as well as
of the party it must be done. The court shall judge ot the rea-
sonableness of the notice. :

26, A document more than thirty years old, which is prov-
ed to havebeen found in the possession of a person who
may reasonably be supposed to have been possessed of it,
snpposing it to be genuine, and whieh is attended by no eir-
camstance tending to throw suaspicion over it, shall be deem-
ed to prove itsell

37. It shall be the right of the court, to expound all
wiitten evidence.

38,  No testimouy can be received to explain any instru- |

ment of writing,as to any doabt or ambiguity apparent on
the taccof it, but itin conseqnence of the introduction of
testimony relative to persons, things or other matters men-
tioned in auny instrament of writing, a doubt arises, such
doubt may be cleared up by testimony,

' 839, No testimony shall be received, to prove that the
terms ot any written econtract or other instrument were dffer -
ent from those therein stated,but testimony may be received
to show that an instrument is fictitions or fraudulent, and
testimony may also be received to show that there was an
additional consideration, or other stipulation not ineonsist-

/ ené with the terms stated in the instrument.

0

N €HAPTER XIIL
OF ORAL TESTIMONTY,

1. Oral testimony is the detail given on oath by living wit-
nesges, of their knowledge of facts.

s R
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9. It shall be the right of the court to decide on the compe-
tency or admissibility of oral testimony, and of the jury to judge
‘of its eredibility and eflect.

17 48, All oral testimony shall be admissible, which 18 delivered
ﬁxy competent witness, and from which the human mind can
"/ properiy draw any inference, having a bearing on the case.

4. FKvery witness shall be considered as competent, who can-
not clearly be shewn to be incompetent.  All objections not ab-
solutely and directly going to competency, shall go to credibility
only.

5. Every person shall be a competent witness who is not ren-
dered incompetent, by defect of understanding, defect of religi-
ous belief, defect of moral character, through infamy, interest
in the case, or relation to one of the parties. :

6. No person shall be deemed an incompetent witness by
reason of a defect of understanding, who is able to give an
account of the nature and obligation of an oath. It shall be
the duty of the court to examine all children under twelve

_ years old, as to this matter, before administering an oath to
them. ;

7. No person shall be deemed an incompetent witness by
reason of a defect of religious belief, except one who does not
believe in a future state of rewards and punishments,

8. No person shall be deemed an incompetent witness by
reason of a defect of moral character, or through infamy, ex-
cept one who has been convicted of perjury, or any crimes
specified in Part 1st, page 12 sec. 5.

9.« No person shall be deemed™in incompetent witness on
account of an interest in the cause, except he be a party there-
to, or bail, or otherwise security in the eause, for the party
who ealls him, or be answerable over to such party, or be re-

sponstble for the costs, or a part of them, or except the ver-
diet or judgment can be given in evidence against him, or ex-
cept he has an interest in the plaintif’s claim, or other thing
in dispute. If he can be shown to have an equa: mterest on
both sides, he shall not be deemed (ngqtmllﬁed on: either.

10. No person shall be deemed incompetent on account of
relationship to® 4 party, except the relation be that of a hus-
band and wife, or except the witness be under twelye years
of age, and be the child of the party or reside with him under
his ecare. = :

11. ‘The persons deseribed in the exceptions in the last
five sections, shall be deemed incompetent witnesses.

12. Where a witness is incompetent from interest in the
cause, he may be called® and cxamined by the party against
whom he is interested. Where a witness is incompetent, from
interest, because he is bail, or -surety, another sufficiént sure-
ty may be substituted, and he discharged, to restore his com-
petency. :

13. A party to the cause, shall not be called and exanine-
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ed as a witness at the trial, unless to prove his own hand-writ-
ing, or the loss or delivery of a paper, ‘or in some other case
specially provided for by law or:by corsent of all parties.
But he may be examined on interrogatories in writing, filed
in court, and a copy served on him, not less than ten days be-
fore the trial, and unless he filed his answers in writing, veri-
fied by oath, before the jury is affirmed, he shall be taken to
admit the truth of all suggestions contrary to his in‘erest,
contained in the interrogatories. If he files answers, they and
the interrogatories must be read to the jury. A party against
whom interrogatories are filed, may, within two days after-
wards, file interrogatories, and serve a copy on the other par-
ty, which shall have the same effect as if they were served ten
days before the'trial, unless the court shall be of opinion, un-
der the special cirecumstances of the case, that such effect wounld
work injustice. The case may, however, be postponed until
such interrogetories are answered. If the ecourt shall be of
opinion that the answers to any interrogatories filed by any
party, are defective or evasive, it may, in its discretion, require
such party to be sworn in its presence, and examined as a
witness at the tral, provided the other party agree thereto ;
and may permit the other party, to abstain from reading them
whether the person given writing answers, shall be g0 exam-
ined or not.

14. The incompetency of a witness by means of a defeet
of the understanding, must be proved by examination, by
the court.

15, The mcompetency of a witness by reason of a defeet of
religious belief, may be proved by the examinatior of the court
or by witnesses,

16, ‘The incompetency of a witness by reason of a defect of
moral character, must be proved by the record of his convic-
tion, and by testimony of his identity. ;

17. "Phe incompetency of 2 witness on account of interest,
may be proved by his own oath, or'in any other manner.

18. The incompetency of a witness on account eof his rela-
tion to the party, may be proved by the bath of the witness,
the oath of the party, orin any ather manner. For that pur-
pose a party may be examined at the trial. :

19. - The resorting to any one mode of proof to establish the
incompetency of a witness, shall not preclude (the party from
resorting to any other, . .

20. The competency of a witness who is incompetent from
interest only, may be restored by releasing or assigning, or
offering to release or assign his interest in the matter, which dis-
qualifies him, or by the parties releasing their claims upon the
witness, or by offering to do so, and the witnees refusing their
release, : :

21, An interest acquired by a witness to disqualify himself,
shall not produce that effest, ¥
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22. A witness shall be-compellable to answer every ques.
tion which may be asked him, unless he will swear that his
answer may subject him to punishment, other than pecuniary
fine, o* unless he be the confidential arent of one of the par-
ties in the case, and the question be one which such party him-
se'f could not be compelled te answer, and the witness have no
knnwledge of the subject, but what is derived from the confiden-
tial communication of the party.

25. A witness must gencrally be examined in the presence of
the court and jury, if possible.

24. Either party may at any time, if he is fearful of los-
ing the testimony of a witness, cause the testimony of such
witness to be taken and reduce to writing by a justice of the
peace, either in the presence of the opposite party or his a-
went, or after having given reasonable notice of his intention
to do s80. The court shall decide what is reazonable notiee ac-
cording to the circumstances of the case ; which, however,
shall be never less than twenty-four hours.

25. If a witness, resides, or is of ont the Republic, and a par-
ty desires to obtain his testimony, he may file interrogatories in
wiiting, aid an application for 2 commission to some place to
be named; naming his commissioner, and serve copies thereof
on the opposite party: who shall there upon within four days file
¢ross interrogatories in writing, and name his commissioner; in
defanlt thereof, the commission shall issue to the commissioner
of the fi st applicant, and shall be forwarded without eross-in-
terrogatories. A commission may by consent be issued to one
commissioner.

96. Tt shall be the duty of any commissioners, appointed un-
der the last section, to reduce-to writing the depositicns aad an-
swers on oath of all witnesses, who may appear belore them,
and send them carcfully sealed up te the court.

9% If the witness reside in a vountry, where the execution
of commissions is not allowed, the court may send interroga
tories and cross interrogatories, with a letter rogatory, address-
ed to the proper authority, requesting such authority to take
the depositions and answers of the witnesses,

28. Depositions taken out of court, can only be nsed when
the witness eannot be prodnced in eourt,

29. Leading que-<tions, that is, such as instruct the witness
how to answer, shall not be asked.

30. A witness shall depose to such facts only, as are within
his own knowledge and recollection.

31. A witness may refresh his memory by reference to a
written memorandum made by himself, or made by another,
and examined by himseclf while the occurrences mentioned
therein were still recent. :

32. A witness shall de pose to facts only, not to opinions,
except in cases of science, 01 peculiar knowledge which he
may possess, from his peculiar studies, occupation, or pursuits ;
and except in questions of general character.

"
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33. On cross-examinations, leading questions may be put.

34, A witness may be cross-examined as to all matters touch-
ing the cause, or likely to discredit himself ; but he shall not
be asked irrelevant or hyperbolical questions, for the mere pur-
pose of entrapping him. :

35. The credibility of a witness, may be impeached, by giv-
ing his general character, or by shewing his conviction of par-
ticular crimes, producing the record of conviction ; but not by
proving partioular allegations. not before that time judicially
established,

36. The credibility of a witness, may be impeached by
showing that he has ¢ ntradicted himself, either in or out of tl..
court.

37. When the testimony of a witness is attempted to be
impeached, his former statements may be given in evidence to
corrobate his testimony. This rule does not apply to a wit-
ness who is also a party.,

38. A party shall not impeach the credibility of his own
witness, who 18 not also a party, although he may contradict
him, by the testimony of other witnesses, or by documentary
evidence,

39. The ecourt or the jury may, for their own ratisfaction,
mquire into the eredibility of the witness on either side,

O

GHAPTER XIIL
OF OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS,

1. Parties in action, where an oath is required of them,
amd witnesses, shall be sworn in  the manner hereinafter di-
rected, unless, where the court shall be satisfied that the
person is conscientiously scrupulons of taking an oath on
any oecasion ; in - which case his solemn promise or affirma-
tion shall be substituted for an oath.

2. Jurymen, triers, appraisers, interpreters who are civil
ized men, and all other persons wWho are presumed to be se-
lected on account, in part, of respectability of character,
shall only be required to give a solemn promise or affirma-
tion that they will perfoim their respective duties.

3. When it is necessary to employ an uneivilized man, fo
interpret a language spoken by uncivilized men, he must be
sworn.—All natives of Africa, who are not Ohyistians, Jews,
or Mahommedans, are to be considered uneivilized.

4. The manuer of administering ap oath to all persons
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ghall be sneh as those of the veligious persunasion, profession,
or depomination, of whiclh -such person is one, generally es.
teem the most effectual  eonfirmation, by the attestation of
the Divine Being;and all persons holding it unlawtul to
take an oath on any occasion, shall be allowed to make their
solemn promise or afirmation, to be of the same avail as an
oath, in all eases whatever, the eourt being satisfied of the
reality of their seraples. fiprt

5. Oaths shall'be in the following form, unless where a
different  one i3 required by  the prineiples of
the last cection: You do, solemuly and sincerely promise
a5 swear. in the presence of the Omuiscient, and heart-
gsearching God, that (here insert the substance of the promise,)
as vou will answer the same to the Great Judge of quick
and dead ; to which the person shall assent, putting his

right-hand on the book and kissing it,

4. The form of a solemn promise or affirmation shall be :
«You do, solemnly and sincerely promise and aflirm, that’
(here insert the substance of the promise.; _

=  The oath or affirmation of a witness shall be—‘that
the evidence, which he shall give to the court and jury, in
the matter now depending before them, shall be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothivg but the truth! Where the evi-
dence s to the ecourt alone. the word *and jury’ shall be
omitted.

8. Where the witness is a party, or only examined to ascers
tain his competeney, the oath or aflirmation shall be—*that
ho shali true answer maketo all such questions as shall be
asked him by the court or its anthority.’

¢ The promise of a juryman impannelled to try a ques-
tion of fact, other than the amount of a debt or of damages,
shall be—that he will well and truly tvy the issues joined he-
tween A. B., plaintiff, and C. D., defendant, and @ true ver-
diet give, according to the evidence” If there 1s bui one
issue, that word shall be in the singular.

10. 'The promize ofa juryman inpannclled to ascertain
(e amount of a debt, after an imperfee judgment, shall be,
__¢that he will well and traly try and assess the debt, due
by the defendant o the plaintiff.’ : :

11. The promise of a juryman impannelled to aseertain
the amount of debt or damagvs, after an imperfect judgment,
shall be—<that he will well and traly try and assess the

debt due by the defendant fto the plaintiff, in the aetion in

" which A. B., is plaintift, and C. D., is defendant ;' except in

an action other than one of debt, the words, damages sustain-
ed by the plaintiff, shall be substituted for the words debt due
Jrom .-p’:ﬂ defendant to the plaintiff;

~ 12.. The promise oi a juryman inpannelled to ascertain the
salue ot goods in replevin shall be—’ that he will well truly

try and aseertan, the value of goods in question in an action
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of replevin, where A. B. is plaintiff and C. D, defendant ¢
- 13- The whale jury may be aftrmed at once.
14. The court may combine or otherwise accommodate
he preeeding forms of the promise of 0 juryman, to suit the
pesnlia- Toamstancees of partienlar cases.

o e gomise a trier shall be—‘that he will well and

truly :  ¥hethe A B, s 'mds indifferent between the par
ties in - yeawde¢onw  epending Dafore the eonrt.’

7 16. . ne promi¥ < an appraiser, shall be—*‘hat he will

well and tror, vale. @ cpprais | all articles whieh he shall

be required to va.. ©ooprair . during the present serviee,

AR

according to the best\.  +skill and knowledge, 3

17. The promise of a commissioner' to take testimony,
shall be—that ‘he will, according to the best of his skill and
knowledge, truly, faithfully, and withont partiality to any
person, take the examinatious and depositions of all and every
witness produced and examined before bim.  In cases of
cominissions to  be exeeuted ont of the Republie, it shall be
sufficient tor the commissioners to subseribe this promise.

18. The promise of a cleik to a commissioner, where there
is one, shall be—‘that he will traly, faithfully, and without |
partiality take. write down, and transeribe, the depositions
and examinations of all and every withess examined, belors
the commissioners named in the annexed commission, so far -
forth as he is directed and employed by the said commis

¢ sioners, or any of them, so todo.” In cases of commissions,
exceuted out of the Republic. it shall be suflicient either for
thie clerk to sabseribe this promise, or for the commissioners
to certity that he was duly affirmed. :

19. The promise of a commissioner of bail, shall be—that
‘he will traly, laithfully, and withont partialicy, execute the
ofhee of commissioner of hail.’ _

20.  The promise of an interpreter shall be that e will
truly, faithfolly, witnout partiality, and ., wie .o of his
skill and ability, perform the duoty or an interpreter in the
cause now depending before 5% SCp? sesmi i S ba i

CHAPTER XIV.
OF CERTAIN INCIDENTAL PROCEEDINGS.

1. - Where {iﬂ@dﬁ have beea replevied ; or goods 0,1" otli
er property, taken out of +he possession of the defendant” |
under the provision of the thirty-fifth scetion ot the see
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ond chapter ;it shall be lawful, for the defendantto move
for a return of such goods or other property ; amd the
court shall proceed, without the aid of & jury, to hear snch
motion, after reasonable notice to the parties, of the time
of hearing ; and if it shall appear to the eourt on examin
ing witnesses or other evidence, that the cefendant in re-
plevin, did not acquire possession of the goods replevied by
foree or fraud. or that the plaintift in specifie peformanee or
enforcement, ig not entitled to the possession of the proper-
tv under the contract, sought to be enforeed in the aetion,
the court may order, a return of the property, without prej-
udice to the final decision of the cause

2. Whenever goods taken in replevin, are retnrned nnder
the last section, the defendant shall give security. to beap-
proved by the court, that he will return the goods to the
plaintiff, it the conrt shall so direct:

3. Whenever goods shall have been  attached, which are
of “a perishable nature, or expensive to keep, the court,or
any judge thereof, may, onthe application otany party in.
terested, order a sale ot such goods, and a writ of sale to bo
issned.

4. Whenever an answer, verified by oath, is filed in in-
junction, the defendant may move for a dissolution of the
injnnetion, and the court shal! fix a day for the hearving of
the same, giving = reasonable npotice thereot, It shall be
heard in » summary way, without a jury, and the court may
dissolve the injunction, without prejudice to the final decis-
ion of the cause.

5. Whenever a party shall die, or assign his property
for the benefit of his ereditors, hislegal representative shall
be made a pavty in his stead ; apd if sueh legal representa
tive will not voluntarily appear, and prosecute or defend the
canse, the other party may issue a  summons for snch legal
representative, and if necessary, a re-summons ; and on a re-
turn of summons, or any return to a resummons, it sueh
legnt representation” stitl refase or neglect to appear, judg-
ment by defanlt may be entered against him. Any person
may inform the court of the death of a party- The provis.
ions of this section, shall not extend to actions for personal
injuries, nor to cases iu which, by the death of onn of seve-
ral co-partics, his interest in the matter in dispute in the
cause, passes to his co-parties. When the action tor a person-
al injury, is by or against a man in respect of personal injury,
committed by or against his wite, the action will survive to
or against his wife, and she may be made a party in the
place of her husband, either voluntarily, orin the manner
above directed. :
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CHAPTER XYV.
OF ARBITRATIONS:

1. It shall be lawful for the parties in any action, at any
time before verdict or judgment, or for any persons having a
dispute, not yet made the subject ot an action, to apoly for
a rule of comt, to refer such action or dispute to arbitrators,
which rule shall be made, if the court is satisfied that all
the parties concertied have consented. '

2. The arbitrators namedin the rale; may be one, fwo,
or three in number ; it two, they shall have power to choose
a third. :

3. Arbitrators appointed by rule ot court, shall have the
same authority to smmmon witnesses, examine them, and ad-
iinister oaths and affirmations as the court, making such
rule. They may also direct the clerk of such court,to issue
commissions to take testimony to be used before them. and
may enforce their summons, and compel the answers of wif -
nesses, by writ. of arrest and fines, associating with themr-
selves, for these purposes only, a justice of the peace, who
shall sign such writs and orders for fine. Suelyfines may be’
enforced by action of debt, in the name of the Republic,
unless paid without compulsion. -

4. Arbitrators may dispose of all questions of ccsts of
the action or arbitration, as incident to their authority, and
may make any award which the court can enforce by a judg-
ment.

5. The award must be in writing, and signed by the ar-
hitrators, or a majority of thern.

6. The award shkall be evidence of all facts stated in it, a.
wainst all the parties to the arbitration, and shall be conelu-
stve, atfer ajudgment shall have been entered upon it. Tt
shall then be equal to a verdiet-

7. BEvery thing shall be presumed to support the award,
until the contrary be proved.

8- No judgment shall be entered on an award. until feur
days after the party against whom it is rendered, has been
served with a copy theréof.

9. Either party to an award, may file his objeetion in
writing at any time before a judgment is rendered thereon.

10. The objections may be, either corruption in the ar-
bitrators, gross partiality, want of notice of the time and
nlace ot proceeding. or error in law, apparent on the face of
the award. In all cases except in the last, the objection
must be verified by affidavit.

11. The court shall appoiat an early day for hearing
snch objection, giving reasonable notice to the parties ; they
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shall be heard in a summary way, withont a jury, and de- -
eided by tke court upon the evidence adduced. The conrt
may either confirn the award, or set it aside, as they may
deem just ; and, if they set it aside, may send it back to
the same or other arbitrators, with or without instructions ;
or may cause the ease to be tried by a jury.

12. Whenever a case shall present complicated accounts,
not fitted to be unraveled by a jury, the court may, without
consent, refer them to arbitrators as aforesaid ; but in such
case, the award shall state the particulars of the account
on bYoth sides, and whether allowed or rejected by the arbi-
trators ; and either party may except to the allowing or re-
jecting any item ; which exceptions, if required, shall be tri-
ed by a jury.

13. The Court shall in such case give such judgment, as
may be proper taking into view boti the award aud finding
of the jury. :

14. If no objections or exceptions are filed to an award, it
shall be confirmed of course.

15. Whenever an award is confirmed, final judgment
shall be rendered thereon, as soon as may be.

- 16. Any persous may refer any dispute between them to
arbitration, in any manner they may think proper ; butun.
less it ‘be done agreeably to the previous provisions of this
chapter, the award shall not be the foundation of a judg-
ment, without a new action. Such reference shall be irrevo-
eable, unless by consent of both parties.

17. An action of debt shall lie on an award for the pay-
ment of money only. An action of contract or specific per-
formance, on any other award.

18. In any action brought upon an award, every thing
shall be presumed in favor of the award, the reference aund
the signatures of the arbitrators, being first proved, and the
award shall be evidence of all facts stated in 1it, although
liable to be contradicted by other evidence. :

19. An award not made in pursuance of a rule of court,
ghall in all cases be evidence of its own existence, the refer-

‘ence and signatures of the arbitrators, being first proved,
and in all cases every thing shall be presumed to support it.
1t shall be some evidence of facts stated in it against the
party in whose favor it is giveu, and also against the other
party, in a contest between them, although liable to be con-
tradicted by other evidence. . :
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CHAPTER XVL

OF IMPERFECT JUDGMENTS, AND PROCEEDINGS AFTER

THEM TOWARDS FINAL JUDGMENT.

1. An imperfect judgment, is given when the court, al-
though they see from the proceedings, that one party is enti-
tled to succeed in the case, are not yet informed as to the
extent of his right of recovery.

2. Imperfect judgments, are either by defaunlt, by eonfes-
sion, or on questions of law, or after an impertect verdict.

3. Judgments by default, are given in the case provided
for in the second chapter, or other parts of this abstract : and
whenever a party formally abandons his claim of defence,
and refuses to prosecunte his case, or to resist the claim of his
adversary before a jury is affirmed ; after the jary is affirimed
there must be 2 verdict. A plaintiff may before the jury is
affirmed, abandon his claim, reserving, expressly, his right
to renew his action.

4. Judgments by confession are, where either party con-
fesses that the other is right, and that he is wrong. If the
confession stops there, the judgment must be imperfect, but
the parties may go on and ascertain the debt or damages.
and costs also by confession, and in *hat case a final ju.g-
ment shall at once be given.

5. Judgments on questions of law, are given when any
action has been decided by the court without a jury, either
because the case presented no question of fact, or because it
~ turned solely upon the existence of a record.

6. Judgments after an imperfeet verdict, are given either
after a special verdiet, in which the jury has neglected to find
the debt or damages, or the jury shall have reported their
opinions as to the amount of debt or damages to the court,
under the provision of the twelfth section of the ninth chap-
ter ; and also in all actions or special performance.

7. The form of an imperfect judgment, except in injume-
tion, shall always be—The court adjudges that the plaintiff
is (or is not ) entitle to recover. '

8. The torm of an imperfect judgment in injunction may
be either, The court adjudges that the injunction ought to
be made perpetual, or the court adjudges that the injunction
ought to be dissolved. If the injunction have been once dis-
solved on motion and the court on the final trial should think
that it ought to be renewed, the imperfect judgment may be
—The court adjudges the the injunction ought to be renew-
ed and made perpetual. 1f the court shall in any way mod-
ify the original injunction, they may modify - the imperfect
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judgment to suit the circamstances of the case,

9. Incaseotan imperfect judgment for the plaintiff. in
an action of debt, in  which there is & written instrument or
instruments, ascertaining the amopnt of the debt, or in an
action of replevin, where the goods at the time of the imper-
fect judgment are in the hands of the plaintiff, it shall be
the dnty of the ecourt to ascertain  the debt or damages to be
recovered from the defendant.

10. Inall other actions of debt or replevin, and in all
actions of econtract or damages, it shall be the daty of the
conrt, except in the cases hereinafter otherwise provided for,
to cause a jury to ascertain the debt or damages,

11.  In all actions of replevin, wheve the goods are in the
hands of the plaintiff; and the judgment is for the defendant,
the conrt shall cause a jury to inquire into the value of the
goods, if the defendant demaud such inquiry, or by conaens
of the parties, the court may ascertaiu such value itself,

12, Inall cases whatever, it shall be the duty or the court
to ascertain the cost, and consequently to complete ull judg-
me its for the detendants.

13. Inactions of specific performance and injunction,
whete the plaintiff has recovered, it is the daty of the court
to ascertain  what is the injunction which onght to be made
perpetual, or to what specific performance the plaintiff is
entitled ; as well as to ascertain the cost, and consequently
to complete all judgments jn these actions.

14 As there are ordinarily no damages in ¢jectment, it is
the daty of the court to ec mplete all judgments in that action
exeept in the case provided for in the uext section

15. It shall be lawful for a plaintiff in ejectment, who has
sneceeded in obtaining a verdiet or an imperfeet judgment,
to file a petition to the court, praying that he may have judg-
ment for the damages he has sastained by the detention of
his land ; and the court giving reasonable notice to the other
party, shall caunsea jury to inquire into the extent ot such
damages, and complete the judgment accordingly.  The
provisions of this, section shall not be deemed to apply to e-
jectments, brought tor lands forfeited, for non-paymens ot
rent. In such cases the plaintft can have uo damages.

16. Iv actions of enforcement, the court shall complete
the judgment, ascertaining the costs, and doing whatever
else 18 mnecessary tor that purpose. Aun action of enforce-
ment, 18 only necessary where a judgment has stood witaout
execution, two years, or a party has died,

17. In imperfect judgments, after an imperfect verdiet,
the court may either ascertain the debt or damages them-
selves, or, on the demand of either party, it may Le doue by
a jury ; but if such jury cannot agree, the amount of the debt
or damages shall be settled by the court.

18. Whenever the service of a jury are necessary. ar re-
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quired to eomplete an imperfect judgment, the court shall

add to such imperfect judgment an order tor their attendance.

19. The court may, by consent of the parties, aseertain tbe

*  debt or damages, and complete imperfecs judgments in all
CilsCs.

= 0
CHAPTER XVIL
OF FINAL JUDGMENT,

1. As goon a« a perfect verdict is rendered, or an imperfect
judgment completed, the court shall proceed to render a final
jndegment. ;

-2, The form of a final judgment in debt for the plaintiff,
shall be—The Court adjudges that the Jlxla.i ntiff recover trom the
defendant the sum of ——=——for hig debt, and the sum of
for his costs in this action. Interest, when allowed, shall be
computed as part of the debt.

3.  ‘The E'm't!ll of a final judgment for the plaintiff in specified
performance, shall be—The court adjud gesbﬁefﬁ insert the sub-
stance of the judgment] and that the plaintiff recover ficm thé
defendant the sum of tor his cost in this action.

4. The form of final judgment for the plaintiff in an action
of contractor damages, shall be—‘The court adjudges that the

; l'Jlaint';in shall recover from the defendant the sum of- for
*"his damages, and the sum of for his costs in this action,

5. The form of a final judgment for a plaintiff in injunc-
tion, shall be—The court adudges that the defendant be for-
ever enjoined and prohibited from[here insert the substance of
the injunction.] and that the plaintiff recover against the de.
fendant the sum of————for his costs’'in this action,

6. The form of a final judgment for the plaintiff, when he
i3 in possession of the goods in replevin, shall be—That the
plaintiff hold the goods without being liable to disturbed by
any future replevin, and also recover against the defendant the
sum of for his costs in this action.’

7. 'The form of a final judgment for the plaintiff in replev-
i, when the goods are int the defendant’s possession, shall be—
“I'he court adjudges that the defendant return the goods to
the plaintiff, or pay him the sum of———for his damages ;
and that the plaintiff hold the goods, if returned, without being
liable to be disturbed by any future replevin; and recover a-

~ gainst the defendant the sum of—————for his costs in this ac-
tion.’ :
« 8 The form of afinal judgment for the plaintiff in ejeet.
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ment, shall be—‘The court adjudges that the plaintiff shall re-
cover against the defendant | the lands mentioned in the com-
laint, and the sum of ———for his costs in this action.” When
all the lands mentioned in the complaint are not recovered, the
judgment shall deseribe the lands, recovered, and add the
words ‘part of’ before the words ‘the lands,’

9. Where damages have been ascertained in ejectment, under
lie provisions of the fourtecnth section of the last chapter, the
ourt shall msert in their judgment, after the word ‘complaint,’
he words ‘and the sum of for his damages.’

10. The form of a final judgment in enforcement shall be—
The court adjudges that the plaintiff may have execution a-

ainst the defendant, of the judgment mentioned in the com-
plaint, and shall recover against him the sum of for his
¢costs 1n 1his action.

11. Whenever the interval between the ascertainment of
the debt or damages and the rendition of the final judgmens
shall be so great that the interest on the debt or damages shall
exceed two dollars, the court may ascertain the amount of such -
interest, and may, in their discretion, insert in the judgment,
after the word ‘debt’ or ‘damages,’ as the case may be, the
words ‘and the sum of , for additional debt,’ or addi-
tional damages, as the case may be.

12, T'he form of a tinal judgment for a defendant shall be—
“I'he court adjudges that the complaint of the plaintiff be dis-
mégged, apd that the defendant recover against the plaintiff the
sum of —for his costs in this action.’

13. If the aection be injunction and the injunction be not
dissolved before the final judgment, the words ‘and that the
injunction be dissolved’ shall be added after the word ‘dismiss-
ed.’

14, If the judgment for the defendant be a replevin, and
the goods are in possession of the plaintiff, they may add at the
end of the judgment, ‘and that the plaintiff return the %‘UDdB to
the defendant, whe shall hold the same, without being liable to
be disturbed by any future replevin, or pay him the sum of ——
for the value thereof.’

15. If there has been no ascertainment of the value of the
goods, so much of the judgment in the last scotion as relates to
the value shall be omitted. T

16. If the judgment for the defendant be in replevin, and.
the goods be in possession of the defendant, the court shall add
at the end of the judgment in the last section but one, ‘and the

efendant shall hold the goods, without being liable to be die-

arbed by any future replevin.’ :

17. The court may alter any of the preceding forms, so as
to accommodate it to the peculiar ¢ircumstances of a particular
£ase.

18. All final judgments shall carry interest from the day of
their rendition, of which it shall be the duty of the clerk of the .
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eourt to keep a memorandam. The interest shall be computed
upon all sums mentioned in the judgment, whether debt or ad-
ditional debt, damages or additional damages, or costs.

19. The court, or jury, or arbitrators, shall, in all cases,

compute interest at such rate as they may deem proper, not ex-
ceeding six per cent, unless there shall be a special written a-
greement for a higher rate, not exceeding twelve per cent: a
special written agreement . for a rate of interest greater than
twelve per cent, per annum sha!l be rejected, and interest com -
plited at a rate not excceding six per cent. Interest on jud g-
ments shall be computed at the rate of six per cent, per annum,
except in ~~-es where a higher rate upon the original contract,
not excceding twelve per cent, shall have been agreed upon
in writing, and the court shall positively direct i the judgmcnt
that it shall bear interest at such high rate and in the case pro-
vided for in the next section, :
- 20. Where an appeal shall be taken from anmy judgm ent,
and such judgment is aflirmed, it shall be lawful for the court
to which the appeal is taken in affirming such judgment, to di-
rect, in their diseretion, interest thereon, to be calculated at a
rate of interest not exceeding twelve per cent, where the judg-
ment bears a lower interest than eight per cent, and in no case
exceeding fifteen per cent.

CHAPTER XVIIL
OF EXECUTION.

1. Immediately after the entering of the final judgment,
the successful party may demand a writ of execution. But if
either party to the judgment have died, ll'ff“’f!f.f—_f no surviving
plaintiff or defendant, as the case may be, or if the judgment
be ol two years standing, no execution shall issue without an
action of enforeement,

2. A writ of execution shall be directed to the sheriff, com-
manding him to seize and expose to sale, the lands, goods, and
chattels of the party against whom the judgment has been ren-
dered, unti} he has raised the sum of money named in the judg-
ment, and interest ; and if he cannot find any lands, goods, or
chattels, of the said party, to arrest him, and bring him before .
the court or some judge thereof, to be dealt with according to
law, unless he pays to the said sheriff the said sum of money,
and interest, or shews him property, to seize and sell for the.
same ; and when the money is raised, or paid, to pay the same
ever to the party entitled to receive the same, and to make
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known to the court how he has executed the said writ, upon
a day to be therein named. Any person may, at any time, isue
an attachment in enforcement, istead of an execution,

3. 'The sheriff shall literally execute the commands” of the
writ of execution, and shall cause an appraisement and schedule
of all property seized by him, to be made, as in the case of at-
tachment, and annexed to the writ. %

4. The sheriff may return. to the sald wit, either that he
has made the money, and paid it over to the person cntitled
to receive it ; or that he has it in court, ready to pay over; or
that he has seized the property mentioned in the annexed sche-
tule, and that it remains 1n his hands, for want of buyers; or
that. he has arrested the party named in the writ, and now
has him in court ; or that he arrested him and he was discharg-

" ed by such an authority ; or that he canunot find the party, or
any lands, goods, or chattels of his.

5. Where the sheriff returns toa writ of execution, that he
has property on hand, for "want of buvers ; or where there is
property in the hands of the sheriff, taken under an attach-
ment in the same case, a writ of sale may issue, commanding
the sherifi to sell said property, and pay over the proeceeds to
the party entitled to receive them ; or if property has been
previously sold and the proceeds are in court, they may be paid
over by an order. of court.

6. When a sheriff goes out of office, or dies, it shall be his
duty or that of his representatives, to hand over to his successor
all property in his hands under execution or attachment, and
the new sheriff, shall in each case file a statement or schedule
of the property so handed over to him, and as to all such prop-
erty the writ of sale shall go to the new sheriff,

7... The party may, giving reasonable notice to the old sher-
iff,or his representatives, move the court for a judgment a-
gainst such sheriff or his representatives, forthe value of any

* property not handed over, and the court may enter such judg-

“ment in 8 summary way, without formal proceedings, regarding it
as a judgment in an action of damages. A jury shall not be
necessary, but the court may ascertain the damages by com-
paring the two schedules. = A similar prom‘*edmg may take
place, whenever the sheriff shall refuse or neglect to pay over
money, or deliver over propesty whieh he ought to pay or de-
liver over as sheriff. '

R. Where an attachment. has been laid in the hands of a
garnishee, who has appeared and defended the case, or where an
attachment has been laid in the hands of a garni¢hee, and neith-
er the defendant nor the garnishee appear, there shall be a
final judgment against the garnishee ; a judgment by defauls
having been first entered inthe last case, and on such final
judgment an execution may be issued against such garnishee
for the amount so attached in his hands. But if the garnishee
appear and defend the ease, he may demand that the jury in-
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fuire into the value of the debt due from him to the defendant

ot of the property of the defendant in his hands, and if it be Jess

than the sum attached in his hands, the judgment shall be for no
more than the jury find, and if it be property,he shall not be
obliged ‘E}[mruh;mu it at the valuatiou of the jury, but may pre-
vent an eXceution, delivering up to the sheriff the specitied ar-
ticles, which he may require the jury to find, and which shall
then be sold by writ of sale, the sheriff having first filed a
schedule of them. :

9. When the defendant has appeared, there shall be no
judgment against the garnishee, until after a proceeding similar
to that directed against a sheriff in the seventh section; in
which however, the garnishee, may demand a jury, and such
procedings by and before them, may be had as are directed in
the eighth section, and the party may relieve himsélf from the
execution in the manner provided for in the eighth séction; but
the proceedings, and judgment, if one be rendered, shall in all
other respects, be regulated by the seventh section.

10.  Whenever property in the hands of the sheriff, on ac-
count of its perishable or expensive nature, or for any other legal
reason is ordered to be sold, a writ of sale, shall be issued.

11. - If property against which & writ of sale has been issued,
is not sold in pursuance of the first writ of sale, other writs of
sale mav be issued until it is sold. ;

12. If a sheriff neglects his duty under a writ of execution
or sale, an action of damages may be mantained against him.

18. Every sgheriff, to whom a writ of execution or sale has
heen directed, shall have authority, and it shall be his duty to
yut the purchaser or purchasers of any property moveable or
fixed, sold by virtue of such writ, in possession of such proj-
erty ; if the sheriff himself or the person against whom the
writ was issued, i8 in possession of the same. It shall also be
his duty and he shall have authority to execute all instruments
of writing or other evidence of title which may be hecessary
or proper for the security of such purehaser or purchasers.

14, Whenever a plaintiff shall recoverin ejectment or re-
plevin, the goods in the latter case being in  the possession of
the defendant, he may in his diseretion obtain 4 writ of posses-
sion, directing the sheriff. to deliver to him such lands or
- goods 5 which writ, it shall be the duty of the sheriff to exe-
cute. :
5. The purchaser of lands or goods at sherifl’s sale, may
have a writ of possession, requiring the sherifl to deliver such
lands or goodsto him, upon showing sufficient evidence of
his title, and that the lands or goods were in possession ol
the sheriff or of the party, as whose property they weie sold.
All of which matters the court may inquire into in & sumimas
ry way, without a jury, givicg such notice as it may deem
reasonable to the parties in possession.



T4 LEGAT. FORMS AND PRINCIPLES

16. Judgments in injunction and gpecific performance, may
be enforced by writ of arrest, bringing the defendant before
the court. On his appear fmve the court may punish him by
fine or ofkerwise, in its (ha-LrPLmn, and may repcat the pro-
cLedmrn. until the object is attained.

“When property has been attached as per schedule, at
1he commencemens of proceedings, and the attachment has
not been dissolved, but the property remains in the hands of
the sheriff, as '-’;LLI]llt-}' for the judgment ; or where mortgag-
ed, or plulged property, has so been attached, and so wm;um,
a writ of sale shall issue in place of an m{e{,utlcrn ana such
attached property shall be sold ander the same. DBut if the
attached property, do not pmn]m e suflicient to discharge the

judgment, a writ of exceution may afterwards be issued, for
the amount deficient,

CHAPTER XIX.
OF INSOLVENCY.

. Insolvency is the condition of a man, whose property
is mnot sufficient to pay his debts.

2. Whenever a man is-insolvent, all conveyances, assign-
ments, transfers and deliveries of his property, shall be void
and of no effect ; but conveyances, aﬂﬂlgnmentq, transfers,
and deliveries of his property, made ninety days before his

-assicument for the general benefit of his creditors, as hereinaf-

ter provided for, to persons ignorant of his msolvency, shall
be valid. It shall be presumed that every man is insolvent,
for ninety days before he applies for permission to assign kia
property, for the general benefit of his creditors. Before that
time his acts are valid, unless his insolvency can be proved.

3. Every person arrested on a writ of exec ution, or a writ
of arrest for debt, contract, or damages not for ppwmml inju-
ries, shall be at ]lbtt’ty to declare himself insolvent, and apply
for leave to assign his property for the general benefit of his
ereditors.

4. The application must be made to the court issuing the
writ of execution, or to some judge thereof, and it shall be the

- duty @f the sheriff to take such person before the said court or

judge, as soon as he is required so to do.

5. The court or judge, shall require the applicant to file
a schedule of all his money and other property, and of all

e i !
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debts due to,or from him, as far as he can ascertain them,
and to verify the same by his oath,

6. The court or judge shall then appoint some person to
take charge of the property, who shall immediately call a
mecting of the creditors,to elect a trustee to act for their bene-
fit. In such election, every person shall, for each twenty del-
lars of debt due him, be entitled to one vote. Creditors for
less than twenty dollars, ghall be eutitled to a vote ecach.

7. As soon as the trustee soelected has given security be-
fore the court or judge, all the property, whether real or per
sonal, of the insolvent, shall by operation of law, be vested in-
him, as if the insolvent were dead, and he were his administra-
tor, and he shall proceed to take possession of all his property,
and to administer the estate in the same manner ag an adminis-
trator, except that he shall make no difference between real and
personal property, and shall account for his proceedings m the
same manner, and to the same authority. The trustee shall,
as much as possible, be likened to an administrator in his du-
ties, rights, remedies and liabilities, in the manner of proceed-
ing against him, and the canses for which proceeding may be
had, in all respects whatever.

8, The court or judge shall, on the insolvent filing the
schedule required in the fifth section, require him to take an
oath that he will disclose any property or debts not mention-
ed inbhis schedule, which he may hereafter discover, and that
he has not secreted any thing belonging to him, and has not in
expectation of making that application, done any act to di-
minish Lis estate or injure his creditors, or prevent them or any
of them, from recovering their just proportion of his property.

9. The Court or judge shall require the insolvent to give
sceurity, that he will appear when called upon, to answer any
allegations or interrogatories which may be filed against him.

10. The court or judge may discharge the insolvent from
arrest, and from all future arrest for any debt he may owe, or
actions to which he may be liable at that tinge.  But such dis-
charge shall not extend to any execution, or other writ, found-
ed on an action of damages for an injury to the person, repu-
tation or domestic relations of any person, except the particu-
lar execution upon which the defendant is arrested.

11.  When an insolvent is arrested upon an execution, found-
ed on an action of damages t6 the person, or domestic relations
of another, he shall proceed in all respects in the samne manner
as if arrested upon an execution, founded on a judgment in
any other action, but the court or judge shall not discharge
him unless he has suffered imprisonment, in the discretion of
?11'3]1_00111'1- or judge. who shall he guided in the extent of the
Imprisonment by the amonng of the damages, allowing for any
mmprisonment he may have suffered, under a writ of arrest or
exceution in the same action, e
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12, Every creditor of an insolvent, may file at any time
within one year of his discharge, before the conrt ischarges
him, allegations of frand, committed either in eontracting the
debt due to such ereditor, or in the application {or permission
Lo assign.

13. Every concealment of money, or other property or debts
due to the'insolvent, ¢very conveyance, assignment, transfer or
delivery, of any money, property, or effects, to any person,
whatsoever, made without consideration, shall be deemed a frand,

14. Every comveyauce, assignment, transfer or delivery, of
any property ofueffects, 1o any creditor of the insolvent, in
payment or diminution of his debt, within ninety days before
his application, or at a greater distance of time, with a knowl-
edee of existing msolvency, or with a view of an application,
shall be deemed a fraud,

15. Every transaction frawdulent, within the meaning of
the last two sections, or otherwisze, shall be wvoid, as against
the trustee.

16, The trustee, or any creditor may examine the insolvent
on interrogatories, as to all sush transactions or any other
matter connected with his insolvency, and his answers reduced
to writing, and verified by oath shall be evidence against him
and acainst all other persons claimiing under him  or interest-
ed in any transaction, which is pronounced a fraud Dby the
thirtecenth and fourteenth sections,

17. Every insolvent convicted of fraud in the contracts
ing a debt, orin his application as aforesaid, shall be impris-
oned in the discretion of the court.

18. Every defendant arrested on a writ of arrest, only to
secure his appearance in any ease, not an action of damages
for an injury to the person. reputation, or domestic relations
of another, may proceed in all respeets, as if he had hﬂ}‘l\ ars
rested on a writ of exeeution, am‘l may be discharged in the
same manner, and oun the came conditions, and subject to all
the same proceedings and other consequences, and shall then
he entitled to appear in the action without bail.  Nothing in
this section contained, shall apply to any action of injunc-
tion.

19. Every insolvent may retain one bed, one table, two
chairs, cooking utensils and so much wearing and other arti-
cles privileged from execution as may be absolutely necessary
for the present use of the said individual and hisfamily, amd
the title thereto shall not vest in his trustee agreeable to the
previous provision on this subject; provided, that a schedule
of articles so retained, verified by oath, be produced to the
conrt or judge discharging such insolvent, and fiied : and
such eourt ar judge may require the articles mentioned in such
schedule to be produced, and cause them to be appraised, and
may order such of them as such court or jury may deem un_
reasonable, or not to come under the description of privileged
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articles, to be delivered up for the benefit of the ereditors ; or
such court or judge may allow the insolvent to retain them,
becoming debtor to his trustee for the appraisement. This,
however, to be regarded as an indulgence in the diseretion of
the court or judge, who shall also have power to determii.e the
length of the eredit,

20. Everyinsolvent may retain so many mechanical tools and
agricultural implements as may be absolutely necessary for the
present use of the said individual, filing a schedule of them,
verified by oath, and procuring them to be appraised under an
order from the court or judge discharging ; but such insolveng
shall be regarded as a debtor to his trustee for the amonnt of
the appraisement. 'T'he debt to be paid at the time presceribed
by the court or judge, FEvery insolvent may refuse to take his
tools at the appraisement, either before er after the appraise-
ment, is made.

21. Every schedule, appraisement petition or other paper
Frm‘luvud before a single judge in a sase of insolvency, or-made
vy order of such judge, shall be filed with the elerk of the court
of which such judge is a member.,

22, Whenever any person shall have applied for permis
sion to assign  his property  for the benefit of his croditors,
and a  trustee hat® bheen appointed :uuif’fg‘ii‘t-u bond io the
manner herein-before provided tor, it shall be the duaty of the
aourt or jidge approving sueh bond, to cause the same to be
traonsmitted to  the elerk  of sueh conrt, and every el vk of
- &ach comrt shall forthwith recovd all the papers touching
such application and appointment, ineluding said bond, in a
book tu be kept for that purpose, and shall transmit the orig
inal papers to the anthority to whom such trustee is bound
to render an acticn agreeable to the foregoing provisions ct
this chapter: who shall retain the same, and summon the
trostee as often as may be deemwed proper, to reuder an ac-
count of his trust; and shall keep a docket or listy, of all sueh
cases; containing the names ol the insolvents, of the trostees,
and of the securities of the tinstees, and shall note therein
the dates of all accounts rendered by the parties, and the
balances due from sueh trustees by such accounts, and  shall
keep an index to snch docket in the name  both of the trus
tees and insolvents.

0
CHAPTER XX.
ON APPEALS.
1. Every person against whom any judgment is rendered,

shall be entitled to appeal from any decision or opinion ot
any court, except such courts of appeals



P, S —_

78 LECGAL FORMS AND PRINCIPLES

2, There shall be no appeal from any verdiet of a jury in
any question of wmere faet, except to tae court in which the
case was tried, for the pnrpose of setting  aside the verdict
in the manner herein before provided for.

3. It shall be the duty of the party, who intends to appeal
from any opinion or decision of a eourt, which does nor ap-
pear upon the face of the ordinary proeceediugs in the case,
to cause such  opinious or decisions, with the evidence and
prayer or otion npon which it is fonnded, to be reduced
into writing and signed by the judge or jndges oo the day,
on which such opinion or decision is prononnced,

4. The writing required by the last secfion, shall be ealled
a bill of exceptons, and  shall be annexed to the ordinavy
record, and considered as a part of it. .

5. 1t shall be the daty ot the clerk of the eonrt from which
an appeal is taken, to maka up a reeord containing  all the
writs, returns, complaints, answers, replies, verdicts, bills of
exceptions, judgments and other proceedings in the eause,
and to transmit such record to the court to which the appeal
is taken. _

G Fvery appeal must be taken within sixty days, after
final judgment.

7. Every party taking anappeal shall be called ‘appel-
lant, and the party against whom it is taken ‘appellee.’

8. Every appellant must give securiiy, to be approved
by the court, that he will indemnify the appellee from all

“injury arising trom the appeal, and will comply with the

judgment of the court to which the appeal is taken, or any
other to which the cause may be removed, or his appeal
shall be dismissed.

O An action of confract, shall lie against the sureties
so oiven, in whicn the measure of dawmages shall be the fi-
nal judgwene in the original canse, and interest or other
damages arising from -delay, to be computed as the appels
late court may direct.

10. The court to which the appeal may be taken shall ex-
amine the matter in dispute, upon the record only ; they
shall receive no additional evidenee, and they shall reverse
no judgment for any defaudt of form, or for any matter to
which the attention of the court below. shall not appear to
have been ealled, either by some bill of exceptions, or other
part of the recard. -

1i. 1t shall be the duty of every court, to which an ap-
peal is taken, if the judgment of the first court is reversed,
to give such judgment asthatcourt ought to have given,
and to ascertain the costs incurred sinee the first judgment,
and to give judgment for them also.

2. When any superior or appellate court, shall reverse

-

any l:ilmi_jm]gl_m-nt, aud it shall appear to it upon the record

>
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that the plaintiff, or the defendant in replevin, in a case
where the goods replevied are in possession of the deten lant,
is entitled co recover, and it shall not appear by the record,
what sum such party onght to recover, it may proceed to
give an imperfect jodgment in favor of such party, and by
consent of parties, ascerrain what onght to bhe the final judy
ment, and render sach judgment ; or if the parties will not
tonsent to such ascertainnient, shall order an ascertainment
by a jury, at the bar ot the court below, of the amonut ot
the deot or damages, or the value of the property veplevied,
as the case may be and direct sueh inferior conrt, to give
final judgment upon sach inquiry. If the action be bronght
to recover a liquidated sum, ascertained by an instrument of
writing, signed by the party against whom the imperfeet
judgment is given, or if the case be one 1n which the eourt
Lelow, might have ascertained the damages withont & juryy
such superioror appellaie court may sassess the debt or dam-
ages and  give final judgment withor t the consent of parties.

15 Where it does not appear the appellate court by the
record, ou acconntof the mixtore of questions of law aml
fact, tor which party the judgment ought to be given, it shall
be the dnaty ot such superior or appellate conrt, to remand the
case to the conrt in which it was origimally triedd, over again

14, The thirG, fourth, fifth, twelth and thirteenth sections
of this ¢hapter, shall not be construed to apply to apprals
fromh the deeisions of justices of the peace,

CHAPTER XXI

O JUSTICES OF THE PEACL,

L (]

1 Jnstices of the Peace, shall” have jurisdiction out of
court without a jary, of all actions where the value of the
thing in dispute does not exceed thirty dollors, exeept
specific performanee, injunction and ejectment, and action
for injuries to the repatation or domestic relations and suely
others or are excepted in the Judiciary Act.

2. The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, ninth and nineteenth
chapters of this tifle, so much of the seventh, eight and
twentieth, as relates to juries; new trials, and records, shall
not apply to cases tried Dbefore justices of the peace.

'3. ¥o much ol the twelvth chapter as relates to issning
commissions to take testimony without the Republie, shall
not extend to justices of the peace ; but cither pariy may
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petition the ecourt to which an appeal from a justice livs,
tor a commission ; and such court may. it it thinks proper
issue a commission, and stay.the proceeding of the jnstice
until it ean be executed.

4, Writs of execation, may be issued by a justice of the
peace. retnrn-ble before a superior court 3 and such comt
or any judge thercof, shall have jurisdiction to proceed
according to the diveetions of the nineteenth  chapter,

D _ No justice of the peace, shall have aunthovity to EEHIL
a wiit of arrest against a dedendant in an acton, as sach,
or @ writ of execution containing a clanse of arrest exeept
writg of exention issned under the last seetion, avd agreea-
blv-to its provisions,

6. Conrts shall have conenrvent jurisdiction, with jus.
tices of the peace in all actions for personal injuries, in whicl
a justice of the peace has jorvisdiction. :

7. 1l an avtion, nottor personal injury, be bronght in
a coart, which ought to have been brought before a jns-
sice, the court shall, if the plaintift establish a elaim, deduct
from the debt or damages, the whole  costs incurred by
the detendaus, and give judgment for the balance, without
any costs ; or it the costs of the defendant, equal or exceed
the debt or damages, shall give judgment for the defendant
awther without costs, orv for the déxeess of his costs, as the
imse auay require. If the plaintiff fails, the court shall give
jrdgmint for the defendant, for full costs,

8. An appeal shaf lie ivom every deeision of & justice of
the peace, to the mosi luferior court having jurisdietion at
the place. at which such justice lives, ov to such other court
as anay be designated for that purpose, by law  No judg-
ment of w justice of the peace shall ba get aside for error
in form ; but all appeals from justices, shall be taken up by
the cowrt to which they are made, anew, and apon the mer-
its, aud snch judgwent given as the justice ought to lave
giveu.

9. A justice of the peate, shall have the same power as
a court, in preserving order in his own presenve, while en-
gaged in his public daties, tud also In punisiing those who
obgtruct the execution of writs issued by<him, or wise dis-
obey his summons or vefuse to perform the dnties for the
performance of which they are summoned. In all such cases
he moy issue writs of arrest, ine and otherwise punish.
he shall issue no wiit of arrest, on pretence of any provision
contained in the second chapter of this title. All pevsons im
prisoned by him may, in the diseretion of airy conrt or judge
be discharged.

T B T i A ot e Tt £ e [ s T
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CHAPTER XXII.

0OF OFBIWCERS,

R

1, All writs issued by a court, unltss in cases otherwise
provided for by law, must be directed to the sheriff. But if
the oftice of sheriff is vacant, or if the sheriff be a party to
the cause, or otherwise interested, and there be no covoner,
the writ may be directed to an officer, selected for the ocea-
sion by the court, called an elizor.

2. An elizor is to be. counsidered as sherifl, in respeet of all
writs directed to him. When the office of shewiff is filled, or
the Interested sheriff goes out of office the clizor shall hand
over to the new sheriff all writs and other papers, and all
money or other property in his hands as elizor, and the same
proceedings may he had-against him as against a sheriff un-
der similar circumstancsi

3. All writs issned by a justice of the peace, except exe-
cutions, sales, and attachments, may be directed either to the
sheriff or to a constable. IExecutions an.i attachments 1
be directed to the sheriff, unless the party prefer that the
‘land’ should be omitted, and the writ directed to a const
which in that case may be done, but a constable shall not

authorized to seize or sell lands in execution. V' rits of sale,

must be directed to the officer having possession of the prop-
erty. Writs of execution returnable before a court, must be
directed to the sheriff,

4, If the sheriff, as such, is entitled to the possession of
any property, which is in the possession ur.f_r -Fiis predocessor,
or ot an elizor, or of the representative of cither, which the
party in whose possession it is, refuses to deliver over, the
court may, on motion, and being satisfied of the fact, issue a
writ of possession, direeted to an elizor, requiring him to put
the sheriff in possession of such property.

5. Every late sheriff, elizor or other person against whom
~ such writ is issued, may give security, to be approved by the
court, or some judge thereof, that he will produce, the prop-
erty mentioned in such writ of possession, whenever a writ

of replevin is issned, if it be personal or movable property,

and make oath that h¢ does not believe thie sheriff is asauch?
entitied to the possession of the same Min which case the
wrt of possesion shall be quashed, and the property return-
ed to him. The sheriff may then mantain an action  of replevin
for such property, in which it shall be sufficient for Lim $o
show a right to the possesion thereof as sheriff. If the proper-
t Y be real of fixed, no security need be given, but the party

may file his aflidayit, asabove directed, and thereby put the
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sheriff to his ejectment, which he may maintain by averring
in his. complaint, and proving the faets which entitle him
to the possesion.

6. 'Every sherifl clerk elizor, trustee, constable, or other
ministeriai officer, is liable to an aetion of damages for any
official misconduct. "

7. If an elizor, or trustee dies, or is removed, having prop-
erty in his hands, the same proceedings may be had against
him or his legal representative, as against a late sheriff or his
legal representative,

8. When judges, jnstices of the peace, or other officers, are
judges of a particular court in rotation, those only whose turn
it is to' sit in court at any time, are to to be considered as
judges during such term. The word term i3 defined for the
purpose of this seotion, in the forty-eight section of the see-
ond chapter of this title.

CHAPTER XXIIL
OF THE WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS,

The writ of Ahabeas corpus, is a writ directed to the
iffy or other persons, who may have the custody, legally or
.illegally, of any person, directing such sheriff or other person,

to have the body of the person, whois m custody before
the court or judge named in the writ, for the purpose of en.
abling such court or judge to inquire into the cause of the con-
finement or detention of such person, and to discharge such
person from such detention. confinement, or custody, if it
ghould appearto be properso to do. The person to whom
‘the writ 18 directed, is called the defendant ; the person whose
body is directed to be produced is called the prisoner. - - .
2., The form of the writ of habeas corpus, shall be the fol-
lowing ; but changes may be made in the gender and number
of the pronouns, and such similar alterations, as the circum-
stances of each case may render nezessary or proper: - Sever-
al persons may be included in one wrif. _ :
Liberia, to |ingert the name of the defendant] Greeting ;.
You are hereby commanded to have the body of [insert the
name of the person] now in your custody, before | dnsert the
name of the court er judge, and if the laiter, his official style]
on [insert the tume] at [snsert the place] together with this writ,
and the day and cause of his detention, in order that he-may
be discharged from detention, confinement, and custody, if it
-shall appear to the said court |or judge] proper that he should
be so discharged. Hercof fail not at your peril.  Given under
my hand {and the seal of eourt] this [insert date.] Issued in
duplieate. : '
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The writ shall be signed by the clerk of the eourt, or by the
judge who issues it, with his name and official style, and the
clerk shall, if he sign it, annex the seal of the eourt. No writ
of habeas eorpus shall ever be quashed for any defect of form,
nor shall any advantage ever be taken or allowed, in any way,
on account of any such defeet, -

3. Every court of record, having any other jurisdiction
whatever, either original or appellate, shall have tlie power of
issning writs of habeas eorpus in all cases whatever; and every
judge of any such court shall have the like power, .

4. The writ of Zabeas corpus, shall be issued as of right,
whenever any person shall apply for the same, and shall satis-
fy the court or judge, that the person to bhe named in such
writ as prisoner is in confinement, detention, or custody ; unless
such court or judge shall know, either from the proceedings had
upon a then recent writ, or from other judicial proceedings with-
i the personal knowledge of such court or judge, that such
confinement, detention, or custody, is legal.

o, It the majority of any court refuse a writ of habeas
corpus, the minority may, notwithstanding, grant the same,
and oune judge may issue a writ which has been refused by
another., :

9. An action of damages, shall lie against every judge
refusing a writ of habeas covpus, either at the suit of the
party applyving for the same, or of the party whose name
was wished to be inserted in the writ as prisouer, but not
of both. In such action it shall be only necessary for the
plaintiff’ to allege and prove that the parry whosa name was
wished to be inserted in the writ as prisoner, was actually
in confinement, detention, or custody, and that the judge
refused the writ, or consented to the refusal by the court,
after reasonuble proot of that favt had been made. The de-

fendant iv such action can then only. defend himself by al-

leging and proving the existence of “such  judicial proceed-
g asmight justity his conduct under the last section. In-
every sueh action the jury shall be the exclusive judges, of
what 1is reasonable evidence of detention, coafinement, e
custoldy. < mendtiapan ey e ad v s

7. Every writ of habeas corpus, shall be' i1ssaed in duph-
cate. It shall He 'served by leaving one copy with the per-
son to whom it'fs'directéd. ~ This ‘may be done by any per-
son.  The duplicaté copy shalkhé returned to the court or
judge issuing the same, witlran @ afidavit of the service an-
nexed. : 4B L S 23

8. It shall be the duty of every person, upon whom a
writ of habeas corpus, shall have been served, to attend at the
time and place named in the writ, if he shall have had rea.
sonable notice thereot and then and there to return to the
court orjudge named in the writ, or to any other judge
who may be there attending for the purpose, the writ,
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with an explanation annexed, of the causés of the deten-
tion of the prisotier, and also to deliver to sueh ecourt or
judge the originals of all doenments, relicd npon as< justify
ing such detention : and to produce before him the body of
the prisoner. But if he shall make oath, betore sneh court
or judge, that the person named in the writ, of habeas cor-
pus s not in his eustody or power, and was not soat the
time ofthe serviee upon him of the writ, he shall be exens-
ed for not produneing the body of sueh person, unnless the
court or judge sbhall, on hearing, order him to produce it, in
witich case it shall be his duty so to do.

9. It shali be the duaty of the court or judge, hefore
whom a writ of habeas corprs, shall have been made return-
able, baving reasonable, notice of the fact, to attend at
the place appointed for the return of the same or proceure
some other judge to do so, for the purpose of reeeiving the
same ; and it shall be the duty of any judge who shall agree
to act for another judge in sneh a ease, to keep his appoint-
ment 3 and an action shall be maintainable against any judge
neglecting his duty in this matter.

10, If anyv writ of habeas corpus, is not returned af the
time and place specified therein, it shall be the duty of the
court or judge, upon the production of the duaplieate copy,
amd of suflicient evidence, that it has been served so as ro
give reasonable notice to the party, to whom it is directed.
to enable him to comply with the same, of which the said
court or judge shall have full power to ingnire and deecide,
to issue a writ of arrest against the person, to whom su¢h
writ was directed, and when bronght before such conrt or
judge, to punish him by fine, imprisonment, or otherwise ;
and  also to compel him to produace the body of the prisoner.
1t shall ulso be the daty of such court or judge to issne
compulsory writ of habeas ecorpus, divected to the sheriff, or
to an elizor, as such court or jundge may think proper,

11. if the court or judge, shall think that the person to
whom, the writ of habeas corpus, shall have been directed,
had not reasonble notice ot the. time and place of return,
such court or judge shall appoint anotber time for the res
turn at the same place, and shall direct what notice there-
of, shall be given to the said persou; aud the said person,
having had such notice, shall be bound to perform sach
duties, as he would have Leen bouud to perform if he had
appeared at the first time of return ; and under preeisely the
sdine penalties.

12. Every court or judge, to whom an application is
made for a writ of hubeas corpus, or betore whom it is made
-returnable, shall have full power and authority, either at
the time of such application or regurn, or any other time to
inquire, by all the ways and means, in the power of such
court or judge, of "the situation of the prisoner, and toe
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probable iunteutious of the intended defendant ; anG may, in
the exercise of a sound discrefion, issue a compulsory writ
of habeas corpus, it such court or judge shall think prop
er 80 to do, aud may direct the same either to the sheriff or
an elizor.

13. The form of a compulsory writ of habeas corpus, shail
be as follows ; but all the regulations of the second seetion,
with vespect to the ordinary writ of habeas corpus, shall ap-
ply teit, except that it need not be issue in duaplicate.

Liberia to |insert the uame and style of the sherif or elizor|
greeting ; You are hereby commanded to compel [insert the
name of the defendant| to have the body of [insert the name
of the prisoner] now in his custody, before| insert the name
of the court or judge, and, if the laiter, his official style] on]in
sert the time| av linsert the place] together with the day and
cause of his detention, in order that he may Dbe discharged
from detention, eonfinement, anG censtody if it ghall appear
to to the said court []m* judgel proper that he should be so
discharged.,  Aund if the said [insert the name of the defend-
ant] shall refuse so to do, you are to bring the badies, bath
of the said [insert the name of the defendant] and of the said
[insert the nawme of the prison er | betore the said court, [or jndge|
at the time and place aferesaid  And dor the better exe-
c¢ution of this writ, you are anthorized to nse foree, and to
require the aid of all good citizens,  You are also required
to make known to the sard eonrt [or judge] how vou shald
cxecnte this writy, and to retprn the same at the time and
place aforesaid.  Given nnder my hand load the seal of the
court] this |[insert the date,] :

14 1t shall be the duty ofevery male above the age of
sixteen vears, to give aid and assistance to a sheriff or eli-
zor, executing @ compul orv writ ot hobeas corpus, whene-
ver he shall be required soto do. And it shall be the duaty
of such sherift or eclizor to provide a sufficient foree to
segnre execution of every such writ,

15. Whenever the defendant awd prisoner, in pursnanee
of any writ of habeas corpus. appear before any court or
judge, it shall be lawinl for such court or judge, to ex-
amine the defendant with oath, and the prisonerand any
other person or persous, upon oath or aflirmation as the
case may require. And if it shall appear proper so to do,
such court or jodge may either discharge, bail. or remand
the prisoner, and may also comuwit, or otherwise secure the
defendant, to answer for slave trading, or any other erime
offence or injury, of which such court or judge may sus-
peet him to l'J_ﬂ guilty.

- 16. An action of damages, shall lie against any sheriff
o1 elizor, or defendant, who shall make a false retarn to
any writ issned In pursuance of any provisions of this
chapter, and against any person, who shall do any act

e e e ———



sS4 LEGAL FOHEMS AND PRINCIPLES

tending to obstrnet or defeat the full effect of any writ ot
habeas corpus whether common or compnlsory, and azainsg
any person who shall nmlt Ln do, nuy act, which he shall
have been bounnd by law, or promised te du, and which
i not omitted, wonld II:-HL. trnded o promote the ezeen-
tion o effect of an¥y writ of hahcaseorpus common or com-
pulsory. Such action may be maintained, either by the
person appiying tor the writ of habeas corpus,~or any pe.-
son intended to be benefited thiereby. !

17. If any person shall violate any duty imposed apon
him hy this chapter, an action of damages mav be main-
tained against him, either by the pesson applying tor the
writ of habeas eorpus, or by any person intended to be ben-
efited thereby. ) :

18 In any action given by any provision of this chap-
ter, it shall be Inwftal for the eourt, in which such action
is brought, or any judge thereof, to issne a writ ot arrest
without requiring the oath or  «ther proceedings, vequired
in other eases, and souek writ of arvesr, ;and all writs of ar-
rest given by chis ehapter, may issue against a persou priv-
][p-ru] under the twenty-ninth ssction of the sceeond ehap.
ter. - All such writs of arrest shall be diseretionary with
the conrt or judge ; who may requirve the case to take the
ordinary ecourse, and even then, rvefuse the writ of arvest as
i other cases:

19. No jory shall give less than three hondred dollars
damages, in any acticn grounced on  this chapter, exeept
for an omission, nor in that ease, againse o judge, sheriff, or
elizor or other pubbe officer, or any th:i'eli{].'tut named in
any writ of fabeas corpus.

20, 1If several actions, be lnmwht by several parties,
ganst the same person, for the same act or omission, mn‘.l
the jury on the trial of the first tried action shall have giv-
en a verdiet for three hundred dollars or more: the jury in
the suabsequent dumm may eive as  low drmmlfrm, as they
‘may think proper; Not 'ﬁltlmtunlnw thie provisions of the
last section.

21.  Whenever au idiot or insane person, shall be arrest
ed upon any writ, either nfﬂ.lu st, execution, or other writ
whatsoever : sueh idiot or insane per »-011,. may be brought ei-
ther by or without a writ of habeas corpus before any court or
judge, aud such court or judge, shall thereupou inquire by the
best ways or means in the power of such court or judge, tak
ing the aid of a jury, if necessary, into all the facts aud cireum-
stanices of the matter ; and if the fact of idioey or insanity,
shadl be established, shall discharge such idiot or insane
peeson from eustody under sach writ ; and may make such
disposition of the person of such idiot or insane person, as
way be most expedient under all the cireumstances, with
reference to the safety and comfort of sueh diot or insane
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- person, and may also make such disposition of the pron-
erty of the idiot or nsane person, as may be just, with re-
gard to the interests of his ereditors. amd his or her own
comfort ; and may declaie such idiot or iusane person iu-
solvent, and may cail a meeting to appomt o trustee, and
make an arder, transterring to sieh trustee, the property
or such idiot or insane person. Such a trustee shall have
the same vights and daties, with trostees appoeinted un-
der the provisions ot the nineteenth chapter,

22, Whenever it shill be alleged, that any person brought
belore any court or judge, by virtue ot any writ ot habeas-
corpus is an idiot or insane persau, althongh such person
may not have been arvested npon any writ  whatever, the
court or judge may proceced in the manner authorized in the
last section, and do all aets thereby directed or asathovized,
in ofder to aseertain the fact and may make sueh disposi-
tion of the person and property of the person, as may be
proper, with reference to his-or her safety or  comfort, and
the securtty of his or her propérty, and may appoint a
trastee and shall notify that faet to the tribunal before which
adniinistrators and goardians account, who shall call such
trastee to aceount before it, and sball treat sueh trastee,
in all respecis as a gunardian  of aw infant.  Saeh a trustee,
shall as much as possible be likened to a guardian, in his
dnties, rights, remedids and* liabilities, in  the manner of
proceeding against him, and #he cause for which procee ting
~may be bad, and in all other redpects whatsoever,

23. A writ of habeas corpus may be always issued by any
court or judge, as a foundation ot the procecilings, authoriz-
ed by the last section, on an aftidavit that any Person ks
believed to be an idivt or insane, and may be dirvected te
the person, in whose care such an alleged idiot or insame
person may be, without any evidence or allegatiou, e
such idiot er insane person is coufined.

1 L
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1% is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberin in Legislature assembled :—

Secriox. 1. That the owner or owners of all decked ves-
sels, and boats withoat decks, over the burthen of five tons,
belonging to this Republic, shall not sail the same outside of
the rivers and perts of Liberia, without first having the name,
and port from which such vessel hails, painted on her stern,
on a black ground, in white letters of not less than two and a
half inches in length, and providing such vessel with a flag of
the Republic ; (Viz; six red stripes with five white stripes al-
ternately displayed longitudinally. In the upper angle of the
flag, next to the spear, a square blue ground covering in depth
five stripes. In the centre of the blue one white star:) a regis-
ter from under the hand and seal of the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Register, and of the Collectdr, of the port from
which she may sail, and a sailing license from under the hand
and seal of said Collector, under the penalty of tive dollars a
ton for every such unlawful trip or trips, and all such vessels
shall pay a tax of seventy-five cents a ton, per annum, which
tax sEaH be paid by the master or owner of such vessel before
the above named license shall be granted. .

2. No vessel shall be entitled to registry, or if registered to
the benefits thereof, if owned in whole, orin part by any for-
eigner, or by any citizen usually residing in any foreign coun-
try, unless he be a consul or agent for this government.

3. In order to the registry of a vessel, the owner or one of
the owners, shall take and sugacribe before the registering office
an oath, declarring to the best of his knowledge and belief, her
name and burthen, the time when, and the place where she
was built, if in Liberia: if not that she is foreign built, and
that he is the sole, or joint owner of such vesscl, naming the
other owners if any, and their place of abode, and that he or
they so swearing are citizens of Liberia. In case any matter
of fact alleged in such oath within the knowledge of the party
swearing shall not be true, there shall be a forfeiture of the
vessel with her tackle, furniture and apparel, or a sum of mon-
ey at the discretion of the court, before which the case may
be tried, of not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than
one thousand dollars, to be recovered with cost of suit of the
person making such oath. :

4. Before a vessel shall be registered, she shall be measur-
ed by the Collector of the port where she may be, or by some
person whom the Colleetor shall appoint : and such measurer
shall for the information of, and as a voucher to the officer by
whom the registry is to be made, grant a certificate speeify-
ing the built of such vessel, her number of decks, and masts,
. her length, breadth, depth, the number of tons she measures,
and such other particulars ar are wsually descriptive of a ves-
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eel, and that the name, and the place to which she belongs are
pawnted on her sternin manner and form required by law;
which certificate shall be countersigned by the owner, or the
master of such vessel in testimony of the truth of the particu-
lars of the admeasurement &e. therein contained, But in all
cases where a vessel has been registered before as a vessel
of this Republic, it shall not be necessary to measure her anew
for the purpose of obtaining another register—except she
ghall have undergone some alteration, as to her burthen subse-
quently to the time of the former registry,

5. If the master of a registered vessel be changed, the
owner or one of them shall report snch change to the Collec-
tor of the port where it shall happen, or where the vessel shall
first be after it shall haye happened, and shall produce to him
the register, and make oath that he believes the new master
tevbe a citizen of Liberia :—whereupon the Collector shall en-
dorse on the register, and subscribe a memorandum of such
change,” specifying the name of the new master., If such
change #hill not be reported, or if such oath shall nét be so
taken, the registry of the vessel shall be '-.'oichi, and the master
shall #orfeit and pay the sum of twenty-five dollars.

6. *When any registered  vessel® sghall, in  part  or in
whole, be transferred to a citizen, or shall be altered in form
or burthen, by being lengthened, or built upon, or from one
denomination to another, by the mode of rigging, she shall
be registered anew, the former register shall be delivered up
to the Collector, to be by him transmitted to the Register
who shall cause the eame to be canceled;—and in every such
case of cransfer, there shall be some instrument in the nature
of a bill of sale, otherwise such vessel shall not be registered
anew, : ;

7. If the register of a vessel be lost, destroyed, or mislaid,
the owner or master ofysuch vessel may make and subscribe
an oath before the Coliector of the port where such wvessel
shall first be, after such loss, destruction or miﬂlaying, of
the facts of the cause ; upon such oath being made, and the
other requisites of registry being complied with, such Col-
lector shall grant a new register, inserting therein that it has
been issued in  the room of the one lost, destroyed, or mis-
laid.

8. On satisfactory proof to the Secretary of the Treasury,
that a vessel has been sold and transferred by process of law,
and that her register is retained by the former owner or
owners he may direct the Collector of the port to which she

‘may belong, to' grant a new register, on the purchaser com-
plying * with the terms and conditions for granting registers,
excepting only delivering up the former register.

9. The Secrctary of the Treasury shall prepare and trans.
mit, from time to time, to the Collectors of the several ports
in this Republic, a sufficient number of blank registers, exe.

L
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euted in soch manner, and with such marks, as hesmay di-
rect; such blanks shall be tested ander the scal of the Treas-
ury Department, to be filled up by the Collectors respective-
ly. The Collectors of each port shall nummber progressively
the registers granted by him, beginning anew at the com-
mencement of each fiseal year, and shall’ enter in a book, to
be kept for that purpose, a memorandum of the issue of
every register granted by him, stating the name of the own-
er or owners, the name of the vessel, her tonnage, denom-
ination, and the number and date of her register; a copy
of which memorandum shall be  tranemitted by him.once
in three months to the Secretary of the Treasury. - Beforé
the delivery of a reg.ster, the Collector shall have affixed
thereto, the signature and seal of the Register of the coun-
try from which the vessel may sail, and shall have recorded
in the said Register’s office the certificate of the admeasure-
ment of the vessel so registered ; copies of such certificates
shall be transmitied by the Register once in three :nuqths
to the Secretary of the Treasary.

10. If any register saall be fraudulently obtained, or
knowingly used for any vessel not then actually eatitled to
the benefit thereof, she with her tackle, apparel, and fnrni-
ture shall be forfeited to this Republie. If any person shall
forge, counterfeit, erase, alter or falsify any register, sailing
license, or other document required by this Aet, he. shall
for each offence torfeit and pay one hundred dollars. If
any person ghall falsely make oath or aflirmation to any of
the matters required by this Act, Lhe shall suffer like pains
and peoalties as persons committing wilful and corrupt
perjury. - Yy s

11. Any officer concerned in the collection of the reve-
nue, or the commander of any armed vessel of the Repub-
lie, may, at all times, inspeet the register or license of any
vessel ; and if her master sha!l not exhibit the same when
required by such officer he shall forfeit and pay the sum -of
twenty dollars. : '

12.  Every officer who shall knowingly make, or be con-
cerned in makingy any false certificate of registry of any
vessel, or other false document whatever, under the provis-
ions afthis Aet, or who shall designedly take any other or
greater fees than areallowed by law, or who shall receive
any voluntary reward, or gratuity, for services performed
pursuant tiereto ; and every person measuring a vessel who
shall wilfully deliver u false uescription of such vessel to be
registered, shall upon convictior of any sach neglect or of-
fence, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollaxs. If any per-
son required by the registering Act in respect to his office,
to perform any thing pursnant thereto, shall wilfully neglect
to pertorm it he shall on conviction, forfeit and pay twenty-
five dollars to the injured in ¢omsequence of such neglect.
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13. The fees for the several duaties and services to be
performed pursuant to the registry and license of vessels,
shall be as follows: For admeasuring every vessel in order
to registry, if of the burthen of five tons and less than ten
tons, one dollar and twenty five cents, if of twenty tons and
not pxceeding fifty tons, one dollar and fifty cents and ot
fifty®Mons npwards, two dollars. For every certificate of ad.
messurment, fitty cents- for every register for vessels over fifty
tons, threo dollars: nnder fifty tons, two dollars: open boats,
one dollar: one half of said sum to be paid into the Treasu-
ry of the Republic, the other halt to go the Collector and
Register eqnally. Forevery eudorsement onregister, fifty
cents: for every sailing license fifty cents.

ARTICLE II

OF THE SLAVE TRADE,.

BEC.
Piracy—to bnild, fit, equip, or otherwise prepare a vessel for the slave
. trade ; or any way niding or abetting such trade &ec. &o..ooovvvvvaensee 1
Piracy—to receive or transport any African held as a slave, or intended
R (R & TR SR A FRA a L LAy (ST SRR S FHRG R A T
Penalty—for serving on board a Liberian vessel engaged in the slave
BRI e L e a  B B E mEaN A S A b v
Penaltv—fer voluntarily serving on board a foreign vessel do—do—...... 4
Liberian vessels prohibited from every speciesof intercourse with &
T R e R £ e T T e L L e LT L

No eitizen, or ott er person resident in this Repnblic shall act as ageant, or
enter into the service of an gersnn engaged in tbe slave trade,...... 6
(inilty of an infraction of the 5 eofif found in the neighborhood of any

slave establishment—except &¢. &Covcees crccrrmemsacnccinnn.” 7
President—aunthorized to employ the armed vegsels of the Republic to
cruise against slavers, or others contravening the laws.............. 8

Persons—found on board slave vessels, of the officers or crew to he

----- Y 9

L]
T T ——

apprehended snd taken into enstody, &c* &c ress _
Prnl\;g-eds of vessels &c. condemuned as slévam. equally divided &e* &e..10

1. No citizen of, or other person coming into, or resi-
dent in, this Republic, shall for himself, or another, either ax
master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, or otherwise prepaie
any vessel tosail from any port thereof, forthe purpose of
carrying on traffic in slaves. Every vessel so fitted out, or
sailing, her tackle, furniture, and apparel shall be forfeited
to this Republic ; and ‘may be seized, and prosecuted, and
condemned in any court having competant jurisdiction ;5 and
every personso building, fitting out, equipping, loading or
otherwise preparing or sending away any vessel knowing.
or intending thatshe shall be employed in such trade, er

b §
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any way aiding or abetting therein, shall be deemed guilty
of piracy, and shall suffer such Fains and penalties as by law
may be attached to the crime of piracy,

2. If any citizen or other person, resident within the ju-
risdiction of this Republie, shall knowingly take on board, re-
celve or transport ﬁum one place to another any African
held as a slave, or intended to be enslaved, he, on convietion
thereof shall suffer the pains and penalties incurred under
the last paragraph of the preceding section ; and every ves-
sel in which such slave, or person intended 0 be enslaved shall
have been so taken on board, received, or transported, with
the tackle, furniture, apparel, and the goods and effects that
shall be found on board, shall be forfeited ; one moiety to
the Repnblis, and the other te the prosecutor: and such
vessel shall be liable to seizure by any officer of the customs,
navy or revenune service of this Republic, and prosecuted and
condemned in any court having competent jurisdiction,

3. Any citizen of this Republie or other person residing
therein who shall be found serving on board any Liberian ves-
sel employed in the slave trade shall be Iiahﬁa to be, and
may be indited for slave trading, and on conviction, shall be
fined in a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, and im-
prisoned not exceeding five years.

4. If any citizen of this Republic shall voluntarily serve
on board any foreign vessel employed in the slave trade, he
shall, on cenviction thereof, be liable to, and suffer like for-
feitures and penalties as he would have incurred had such
vessel been owned or employed in whole, or in part by any
citizen or other person within this Republie.

5. All vessels sailing under the flag of this Republic are
hereby prohibited from any and every species of intercourse
with slaves at sea and otherwise, and are strictly forbidden
to trade with them, in any kind of goods, wares or merchan-
dize, or to hold any negotiation or intercourse with them,
under the penalty of indictment and fine of five hundred dol-
lars for each offence. : A

6. No citizen of Liberia, or other person resident within
the jurisdiction of the same, shall be permitted to act as a-
gent, or enter into the employ or service of any person en-
gaged in the slave trade, or any person in the remotest de-
gree connected with them under the penalty of indictment,
and of being twelve months bound to hard labor in irons, or
fined in a sum of not less than five hundred dollars.

7. Any citizen of Liberia being found in the neighbour-
hood of any slave establishment shall be deemed guilty of an
infraction of the 6th section of this’ article, and shall forfeit
or suffer the pains or penalties last above named. But
should any citizen, so implicated, show that, he or she, was
by sceident or distress of weather, thrown into that situa-
tion, the President being satisfied of snch fact; may admit the
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piea, and order the release of the aecused party.

8. The President of the Republic may whenever he shall
deeme 1 it expedient, cause any armed vessel or vessels of this
Republic to cruize on any part of the Liberiarn coast or else-
where, where he may judge attempts may be made to carry
on the slave trade by any citizen or citizens ol this Repub-
lie, and instruct the commander of such armed vessel to
seize, take, and bring into any port of this Republic all for.
-eign vessels, found on the Liberian coast ; and all Liberian ves-
sels, wheresvever found, which may, on reasonable grounds,
be suspected of being engaged in the slave trade, or other-
wise contravenmg the provisions of this Aect, or any of the
Acts, of the Legislature of this Republie, to be proceeded a-
eainst according torlaw. _.

9 If anyv commissioned vessel of this Republic seize
and take any vessel employed in the slave trade, it shall
bo the duty of tlie commander of such commissioned vesrel
to apprebend and take into custody every person found
‘on board snch vessel so seized and taken, being of the offi-
-cers or crew thereof, and them convey, as soou as8 conven
iently may be, tothe civil authority of this Republic, in
some one of the distriets thereof, to be proceeded against
in due course ot law.

10. And the proceeds of ali vessels, their tackle, appar-
o], and turniture. aud the goods, and effects on board ot
ghem which shall be so seized, prosecuted, and condemned,
shall be divided equally between the Republic and the
officers and men who shall seize, take and bring the same
into port for condemnation.

O
ARTICLE IlI.

OF TIIE CLEARANCE AND ENTRY OF VESSELS EN.
' GAGED IN DOMESTIC TRADE,
BEL,

Liberian vessels bound codst-wise master or owner required to
deliver manifest of cargo, subscribed and sworn to—forfeiture for

llﬂgluﬁt ..... f seseveasEEEEE ....,-.....-.,.au\-v:li*'.'-h‘-""«-c‘-»-------_'u-..'q.n.i.nq...-.. L 1
Master or owner or deposit manifest wm!un 24 hours after arrival.... 2
Liberian vessol not to break balk until penalty for neglect.........-. :

_ Vesscls without manifest and elearance may be seized. Merchandizo
_not specified on manifest may bo soized,—Remedy; &c...ooocvveennee 4

1. -The master or owner of any vessel pailing under the
flag of this Republie, dnd bound coast-wise on a trading
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voyage shall deliver to the collector of the port from which
guch vessel shall be abont to sail, 2 wanitest of il sueh
cargo on board. by him subscribe !, aud he shall swear to
thie truth thereof and other matters 1 said oath as tollows:
I - —— master or owner, as the caxe may bey of the vessel
called the———bound from  the port ot Ol il VOVAEZEe -
long the Liberin coas, do solemnly. sincerely, and traly
swear that the manitest of the eargo on board the said ==
now delivered by me, and sabscribed by my name, contaius
according to the best of my knowledge und belief, a full
and just account of the goods, wares and merchandize now
actoally laden on board the said vessel————1 do also
swear that 1 verily believe the duties on all the foreign
goods, wares and mervchaudize, therein specitied, have been
paid or secured according to law, and it any other goods,
wares or Merchandize shall be ladenor put on bouard the
said vessel previous to lier sailing from this port, I will re-
vort the same to the Collector, so helpme God. Where-
upon the Colleetor shall grant a clearance upon u dupicate
of said manifest, for such vessel and cargo with the above
oath endorsed upon its back; and if any vessel ns afore-
said shall depart on the voyage without delivering such
manifest, and obtaining a clearance, the owner of such ves-
- 8el shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars for
every such offence, -

2. The master or owner of any vessel sailing under the
flag of this Repablic, shall within twenty four hours after
the arvival of such vessel in any of the ports of entry of this
Repubhe, depeosit in the custom house a correct manifest
ot the cargo on board, stating distinetly what part of said
goods, wares, or merchandize were laden on beard sueh ves-
sel, and cleared on her departure from a port of entry im
Liberia; and, if any, such as have been received on bhoard
at sea, or elsewhere, during her present voyage; and shadl
subseribe on. cath or affirmation before the t'ollector, or kis
deputy, to the correctness thereof : until such manitest shadl
have been deposited, and subseribed as above, it shall wet
be lawful for any such vessel to break bulk or Jand any pait
of her cargo under the penalty of fifty dollurs,

3. Ifupon theinspection of any vesselengaged in the coast

trade, by any officer of the revenue scrviee, 1t shall be fouund
that such vessel is not furnished with an endorsed mauitest
and clearance as requived by the Ist section of this article
said offieer may seize such vessel and send her without de-
lay to the port to which she belongs, to be proceeded ugais
“according to law. R Ak - :

4+ Should any vessel engiged: in the coast trade upon

‘spection- by an officer of the revenue, be found to have for-
~ eign goods or merchandize on board, which are not spesified
‘on the manifest of her cargo, sakl goods or merchandiee
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shall be seized and confiscated to the government. Never-
theless, on boardimg snch vessel, should the master, or o-
ther person in charge of such vessel, exhibit to the officer a
list of such goods or merchandize not enumerated in the
manifest, and received on board after her departure from a
port of delivery, stating the circumstances under which they
were received on board. and that the daties will be account-
ed for, such goods or werchandize shall not be seized.

ARTICLE 1V.

OF PORTS AT WHICH ENTRY MAY BE MADE, AND GOODS LANDED.

¥ SEC;
Arriving from foreign port, vessels and cargo entered at port of entry-——
wishing to trade coastwise furnish declaration of intention—one
third of doties P&m down—tax fee per top— trading license and
en,  permit—fee for do: penalty for vielating do—report to
Sec. Treasnry—do furnish officer of the revenue- drawback, how
PLTITTT @ TR e L R SR o e S ey A T R R
Porta of entry and delivery. ... .. ..cc..rivciiineimersomssiidensssemmen
Manifest for goods from a foreign port—frm &e. &o.—list of passengers
Forfeiture for failing to produce manifest &e. &e.oeoovrriniiiniannnnn.
Master required to produce manifest. whire and to whom —eertificate
of OIOUE BP0 BNG UROM. . /. visnpda bovs srissiuneoniois b nimes 1o 5 oo il
Peunlty& for refusal to prodonce manifest—for false account of (estina-
OB BB« oo was sisshisinssnsin nnsrimps
Officer to make report to Seo. Treasury—name the vessel and master.
Penalty for unladnig before proper entry be made—execept &eo. &e..
Vessel ﬂnéamd and papers deposited &e. &e, within 24 honrs after ar-
AV B0 s sk v wsmeanninansen bl
Consn! not deilver register until clearance is produced......... e viiig - BB
In absence of consul, bords with securities to be given....... e 11
‘ITwelve hours notice before clearance—render an account of goods
landed &e¢, & e—Collector enter in a book all goods. ...veeevviea. .. 12
No goods landed withont permit—penalty for neglect..covernivinnn. ..
Persons applying for permit responsible for duties—goods ahall be
landed between the hours of gix A. M. and 8ix P, M....... ....... 14
Must account to Collector tor trade made in barbors—Collector may
put an inspector on board any vessel....occacee v .. 1S
Vessel atempting to depart ete. before entry—master fined—exoept 19

- mweomarw BEAFREREE - e = AR

v b =T = I - L
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1. No vessel which shall arrive from any foreign Port,
nor the cargo on board shall be entered elsewhere than
at one of the ports of entry established in this Republic—
nor shall such cargo be landed elsewhere than at one of
the ports of delivery : Nevertheless said cargo may be land-
ed on any part of the coast of this Republic under the fol-
lowing regulations :

The master, supercargo, or agent of any foreign vessel
arriving on the Liberian coast, and wishing & tradeat.
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points beyond the limits of Pores of Entry in this Republic,
shall, upon the entry of his vessel, at the custom house and
before he commences to unlade any part of his cargo, fur-
ish the Collector of the port at which he enters his vessel,
with a written declaration of his intention to trade ecoast-
wise, contdaining the names of the places at which he intends
80 to trade : and the master, supereargo, or agent shall pre-
sent tosald Collector the invotice or invoices of the entire
cargo consigned to him on board his vessel, which shall be
enfered at the Custom House. as a direct consignment, ac-
cording to the forms and stipulations of the 24 section of
the 5th article of this Aect, amd the tariftf duties thereon shall
be assessed accordingly. One third of the assessment shall
be paid down, the remainder two thirds shall be secured to
the Government by bonds with good and sufficient suore-
ties payable in equal instalments at sixty and ninety days
after date.

The master, supereargo, or agent aforesaid, shail vay i
manner dnd form, the same annnal tax per ton for said ves.
sel as is by the 1st. section of the 1st, article of this Act
required for Liberian vessels; and hoe shall also obtain
tfrom the government n license tor each trading statiou.
The Collector shall also administer to the waster, snper-
cargn, or other person 8o applying for license te trade coast-
wise, the same oath that is directed'to be administered to
masters or owners of Liberian Vessels in section 1Ist. of the
Sril. Article ofthis act  When these provisions shall have
been complied with,—the Collector shall grant to the said
master, supercargo, or agent, a general permit irom under
his hand and seal of oftice; naming the points for which
trading license have been obiained, and at which the said
master, supereargo; or agept is permitted to land the whole
or any partof the cargo of his vessel. For each general
permit and license so granted, the Collector shal! receive
a fee of oue dollar to be paid by said master, supercargo,
or agent. :

It shall be the daty of the Collector within three days af-
ter the granting of ageneral permit and license for trad-
mg etations according o the above provisions, to torward
to the Secretary of the Treasuiy; a written report. enclos.
ing the declaration and copies ot the permit and license
thercupon by him granted, containing the nameof the ves-
scl, the master’s name. tonnage of the vessel, and the mna-
tion to which she belongs. Upon the receipt of which, the
Secretary of the Treasury snall furnish the commanding
officer of the Revenue service with copies of the above men-
tioned papers atnd documents. : :

The master, supercargo, or agent of any foreign vessel
entered as-above to trade coastwise, who may land any

part - of said carga beyond the jurisdittion of the Republie,
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hall, on the presentation of a certificate to the Secretary
of the Treasury, signed by the master and first mate of
sach vessel from which said goods or merchandise have been
landed, and by them sworn to, stating the articles, quantity
of each, where, when, and to whom landed, and said certifi-
eate, also signed by two merchants, if any there be, residing
at the place or places, where said goods or merchandise were
landed and sold; and also a correct account or accounts of
all goods or merchandise lunded within the jurisdietion of
this Republic, stating the different articles, and quantity of
each so landed, and to whom delivered at the different
places along the coast, receive from the Public Treasury,
on warrant from the President, a drawback of the amount
of duties arising upon the goods or merchandise thus land-
ed beyond the jurisdiction of the Republic, less twelve and
a half per centup:

All goods or merchandize landed in violation of these

rovisions shall be forfeited, and the master or owner so
nding such goods or merchandizey shall, upon eonviction
thereof, before any courc having competent jurisdietion, for-
feit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each and

every such ofience.

2. Monrovia, Marshall, Grand Bassaand Sinoe, are de-
clared to be ports of delivery. Every portof delivery saalk
be a Port of Entry.

3. No goods, wares or merchandize shall be brought into
this Republic from a foreign place, in any vessel, unless
the master of such vessel shall have a manifest in writing,
signed by him, containing the names of the places, where
the goods or merchandize in such manifest mentioned, shall
have been respectively taken on board, and the places in
Liberia for which they are respectively consigned : partic.
alarly noting the goods destined for each place, the names
of the persons to whom they are consigned agreeable to the
bills “of lading, unless when the goods are consigned to
order, when it shall be so expressed: He also furnishing a
list containinz the names of the passengers on board, distin-
guishing whether cabin or steerage passSengers.

4. If any goods or merchandize beimported into this Re-
public inany vessel, whether Liberian or toreign, from any
foreign place without having a manifest on board, agrecu-
ble tothe foregoing directions ; or which shall not be includ-
ed therein, or shall not agree therewith, the master of such
vessel shall forfeit and paya sum of money, eqnal to the
value of the goods not included in the manifest : and all
sueh merchandize not included in the manifest, belonging
or consigned to, the supereargo, master, mate, officers or
erew of such vessel, shall be forfeited, unless it be mace to
appear to the satisfaction of the Collector, or to the sa &,
faction of the court before which a trial shall be had, eons,
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<erning said goods, that no part of the cargo had been un-
shipped since first taken on board, except such as shall
have been particularly specified and accounted for in the
report of the master to the collector, and that the manifest
had been lost or mislaid without frand or eollusion, or that
they were defaced Ly accident, or incorrect by mistake
when the forfeiture shall not be incurred.

5. The master of every such vessel laden with goods or
merchandize, and bound to any port in this Republic, shall
on this arriva! within four leagues of the coast, or within
any of the bays, harbors, ports or rivers thereof, upon de-
mand, produce the manifest whieh heis required to have,
to such officer of the customs or revenue service, as shall
first eomeon board for inspection : and shall deliver to him
true copies thereof, which shall be provided and subscrib-
ed by the master. The officer to whom the original mani-
fest shall have been so produced, shall certify upon the
back thereof that it was so produced, and the day and year
on which it was so produced, and that snch copies were to
him delivered and by him examined with the original man-
ifest.

6. If the master of a vessel soladen, and bound to any
place in this Republic, shall not upon his arrival within four
leagues of the coast, or within the limits of any port of de-
livery thereof, where the cargo of such vessel or any part
thereof is intended to be discharged, produce the manifest
heretofore required, to the proper officer npon demand there.
of, and deliver such copies in each case: or shall not de.
liver an aceount of the true dessination of such vessel, which
he is reqnired to do upon request of such officer ; or give
a false account of such destination of the manifest, such
master shall forfeit for every such neglect, refusal, or of-
fence a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars.

7. The officer who may apply to the master having the
charge or command of such vessel, respecting any of the
foregoing provisions, and who shall not receive full satis-
faction therein, shail wmake return in writing of the name
of the vessel and master so offending in any or all of the
particulars required, immediately, or as soon after as possible,
to the Secretary of the Treasury.

1f after the arrival of any such vessel so laden with
goods or merchandize within the jurisdiction of this Repub-
lic, any part of the cargo of such vessel shall be unladen
for any purpose whatever, before she come to the proper
place for the discharge of her cargo, or some part thereof,
and be there duly anthorized by the proper officer of the
customs to unlade the same—the master of such vessel shall
forfeit and pay the sum of one thousand dollars for each of-
fence, and thz goods or merchandize so unladen shall be for-
feitoc—excepting in the case of some unavoidable accident,




100 NAVIGATION, COMMERCE AND REVEXUE.

necessity or distress of weather ; of wiich the master of snely
viessel shall give notice to, and, together with two or more
of the officers or erew on board sach vesse!, shall make
pmnf upon oath before, the Collector of the district within
the limits of which, such nccident, necessity, or distresy
shall happen.

9. The master of any foreign vessel anchoring in the
port of this Republie, shall, within twenty four honrs from
the time of his anchoring, enter his vessel at the Custom

Honse, by exhibiting his register or other documents in
lieu thereof. together with the clearance and other papers
granted by the oflicers of the Customs, at her departure
from the port from which she may have arrived; and if
saidl master has not before exhibited his manitest and
farnished copies thereof as required by the 5th  seetion
of this Article, he shall, on the entry of his vessel, exhibit
to the Collector a covreef manitest of the eargo on board
his ‘vessel, and furnish the Collector a copy nf sach man-
itest subscribed by said master, and certified by the fol
Inwing oath, to be administered by the Collector, copy
You do solemnly swear in the presence of Almighty God,
that the manifes’ of cargo now exbibited hy you. is a just
and true aceonnt of thp comds and merchandize on board
ot vour vessel called ‘rhr:———- weording to the best of your
knowledge and beliet. All ariicles of cargo not specified
- the manifest shall be liable to seizore and confiseation.
The maniiest so delivered shall be filed in the office ot the Col-
lector, to be exhibited in evidence against suiil vessel, should it
after ward appear that there ave other goo is or merchan . lize on
board ; or that goods have been landed from sueh vessel, not
specified in snid manifest, Until sneh entry has been made, and
ulnﬁed as above, it sball not be lawful for said vessel to com-
meiree to unlade any part of the eargoon board, under the penal.
ty of the reizure of sueh goods so I.nuit wl, and a fine of one
hundred dollars, reeoverable from the masrer so offending :
and it shall be 11& duty of the master within twentytonr hours
after snch en ry,todepost the paper mentioned in the first
paragraph ofthis section, with the consul or viee consul of
the nation to which the vessel belongs, and to deiiver to the
Collector a certificate of sach cousul, or vice counsul that
theybave been so de posited, and s.unh master who shall fail
to comply withthis regulation, shall, upon couvietion
thereof before anycourt of competent jurisdiction, be fined
ins som not less than one hundred dollars.

10, No foreign consul shall deliver to the master of any
foreign vessel the register and other papers deposited with
him puarsuant to the 9th section of thiz article, until sueh
nuister shall produce to him a elearance, in due form, from
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the Collector of the port where such vessel has been entered
and any consul, or vice consul offending against this pro-
vision, shall upon convietion thereof before .the supreme
Court of this Republie, be fined at the diseretion of the
said conrt, in a snm not less than five hundred dollars,

11. Where there is no consul, or vice consul, or other a-
gent resident in Liberia to represent a nation, every mas.
ter ot a vessel belonging to such nation, shall. before he
commence to unlade or land any part of his cargo, give
seearety to the tCollector, either by the deposit of funds in
his hands, or by bond with good seearities to ensure the
1evenue against loss by fraud, or attempt to resist, or vio-
late the laws estal:lished to regulate eommerce,

12. The master of every fureipn vessely having tranaac.
ted business in the ports of this Repnblie, shall give at the
Custom Honse at least tweive honrs notice of his intention
to depart, He shall render a just aceonnt «f all goods and
merchandize landed from his vessel and shall verily the
same by the following oath, to be adwministered by the
Uollector: Yon do solemnly swear in the presence of Al
mighty God, that the list or aceount now presented to the
Custom House, is a just aceount of the merchandize or
other goods landed by youag this port according to the
best of yonr knowledge and belief, so help von God. The
Collector  shall thereupon  immediately assess the duties,
adding thereto all other dues and charges established Ly
lnw : and when he shall have received the amouant, hae
shall return to the said wmaster, where hond or desposit
has been made,—his boud or other deposit for secnrity,
and grant said vessel a clearance. It shall be the duty of
every such mastor to render into the Custom House, up-
on elearing his vessel, a just account of the amount of
specie and African produce received on board ; stating the
kind of produce, and qualities of each Kkind, as well as the
names of all persons who are about to take passage in his
vessel 3 all of which statements shall be regularly entered DY
the Collector in a book provided and adapted for the purpose
to be called export-book. It shall be the dutyof the Col-
leetor to enter all goo:s and merchandize Dbrought into
the Republic m a book provided for that purpose, to be
called import-book.

13. No goods or merchandize shall be landed from any
vessel or boat withont a permit to be obtained thereof from
the Collector of the port where such goods are to landed
under a penalty of twentyfive dollars, to be recovered from
the master, and the forfeiture of the goods so landed, in each
and every case, ,

14. In all cases the person or persons applving tor
permit to land good or merchandize, shall be held for the
mmount of duties on goods or merchandize landed underp
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said permit. No gooas or merchandize shall be landed from
any vessel before the hours of six o’clock in the morning
nor after six, past meridian, under a fine of twenty dol-
lars recoverable from the master. and the forfeiture of the
goods so landed in each and every case.

15. No trade shall be made in the harbors of this Re-
public between {oreiguners and foreigners, mnor between
toreigners and citizens, without acrounting to the Collec-
tor of the port wheresuch trade has been made, for the
duties arising ou the goods so traded ; any master, su-
pereargo, or others so offending, shall forfeit and pay the
snm of fifty dollars for each oftence. The Collector may,
whenever he shall deem it to be necessary for the security
ot the revenue, put an iuspector of the customs on board
any vessel, to remain on board until such vessel shall
shall bave cleared at the Cnstom House, and if any mas-
ter shall refuse to receive an inspector of the customs on
board, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hpudred
dollars-

16. If any vessel, which shall have arrived within the
limits of any port of entry of this Republic, from any for-
eign place shall depart, or attempt to depart theretrom
after having remained in port twenty-four houars, before
report of entry shall have been made by the master of
such vessel shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred
dollars ; any Collector or other officer of the customs, or the
commander of any commissioned vessel of this Re-
public, may arrest and bring back, or caused to be ar-
rested and bronght back sach vessel to the port whence
she sailed, to be proceeded against according tolaw. DBut
if it shall be made to appear by the oath of the master, or
yerson next in command, or other sufficient proof to the
satisfaction of the Collector, or to the satisfaction of the
Court, in which the prosecution for such penalty may be
had that the departure, or attempt to depart, was occusioned
by distress of weather, pursuit, or duress of enemies, or oth-
er necessity, the penalty shall pot be incurred.

a1
- L0 = -

ARTICLE V.

OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS.

BEC.

Rogular daty........... reraresasassnnatsacas
[xtra duty on cqusignments—verification of invoices or cost of goods
mothod of securing duties on direct consignments—time allowed
for payment of dutiea—assessments of duties on goods landed from

e e s s eme smas WIS s o m a
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transient EraderS. ... cooiiie.eoces srnsssnnsanr i mnieran s s e 9
Bpeoinl  dUby. .o i icieiiisdianenairarascaay Sasan s siverpnranie . B
Exceptions in favor of immigrants &e.,. ... caiicminnnn 4
Anchorage and light Auby....ccoviimacnnonaoniiimit e ooen D

1. The regular impost or customs on goods, wares of
merchandize, brought into this Republie, shall be six per cen-
tum, subject however, to such exceptions as are provided in
the following section,

2. In cases of direct consignment from abroad to citizens
of this Republic, or other persons residing within the jurisdie-
tion of the same, the duties shall be assessed on the prime
cost, with an additional charge to the regular impost or cus-
tomg, of two per centum on the amount of imfportations, to be
ealled an extra duty, shall be clearly distinguished, and kept
distinet by the Collector, in a book to be kept for the purpose,
in such manner, as may be directed by the Becretary of the
Treasury. The citizens of the Republic, or other persons re-
siding within the same, who may reeeive direct consignments
from abroad, shall,on presenting their invoices on which duties
are to be assessed, make oath that such invoicesinvoice or presen-
ted, exhibit the prime cost of all goeds and merchandize there-
in named, and the duties shall be assessed on the amounts of each
invoice, The method of securing duties on direct 1mporta-
tions, shall be the same as is directed in the case of masters
of foreign vessels in the eleventh section of the fourth Article
of this Act—excepting' nevertheless, that when the duties
shall amount to one hundred dollars, twenty days shall be al-
lowed for the payment of the same; when to two hundred
dollars, forty days shall be allowed, and when over two hund-
red dollars, sixty, days shall be allowed. The Collector re-
taining the bond or other deposit for the faithful payment of
the same, The actual sales by all masters, or supercargoes ol
transient vessels, shall be the base of assessment of the duties
to paid by them.

3. But all machinery, scientific apparatus, books, horticul-
tural and agricultural implements, seeds and specimens, mate~
rials of every description to be used for school-houses or col-
leges, book-cases, desks, scats for the use of schools—dona.
tions of ready made clothing or materials for clothing, when
gratutuitously distributed, commeon house-furniture, and uten-
sils for charitable institutions of learning, shall be admicted
free of duty. But should any of the articles excepted from
duty under this' section, be fraudlently brought into this Re-
public ; or should all or any part of the same having been
brought into this Republic under this excepting provision, be
otherwise appropriated or applied, than a8 above stated, then

amd in that case, the same shall be subjeet to the like duty %

as articles of a similar kind when brought in for trade: sad
any person or persons who shall be proven guilty of any swdh
tertuous application of the said excepted grticles, or any per
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tion thereof, withont first giving riotice to the Collector ard
aying the regular duties, shall forfeit and pay a sum of not
less thdn fifty, nor more than two huudred dollars, to be levied
and collected under anthority of any court of competent ju-
risdiction, and all the articles thus frandlently and tortuously
applied shall be forfeited to this Republie.

4, All forcign vessels coming to anchor in any port, or har-
bor of this Republie, shall pay an anchorage and light housd
duty of fifteen dollars; vessels shall be eompelled to pay
light house duty at ports only, where there is a ight establishi-
ed and kept up; and when a vessél has paid the lawiul anchor-
age at any one pori, she shal vot be held liable to pay such an-
chorage at any other port of the Republic during the samd

voyage.
#

ARTICLE VI,
OF THE CASES IN WHICH DRAWBACKS SHALL BE ALLOWED

Goods, how landed inarked and unmbered; and resh pped within three
yeurs

sierioN 1. Masters, supercargoes or others, who may
wish to land and leave goods or merchandize in any of the
ports of entry of the Republie, for sale or storage, shall be
permitted to do so under the following regulations : The Col-
lector, or his deputy, shall personally superintend the landing
of all such goods, mark or otherwise note the packages, and
record in a2 book the marks and contents of each package, as
soon as said goods or merchandize are landed ; the Collector
shall immediately assess the duties arising on said goods or
merchandize, which full amount of duties shall be paid or se-
cured by bond as specified in the eleventh section of the fourth
article of this Act, on all articles thus landed,—ardent spirits
&e., mentioned in the third article of this Act excepted ;—
Provid® however, that if the said articles are unsold, and
re-shipped -in the same unbroken patkages, and sent beyond
the limits of the Republic within three years from the date of
the landing ; the Collector shall give a certificate to the ship-
per certifying the same, which certificate when countersigned
by the Treasurer or Sub-Treasurver, shall entitle the shipper
to reeeive back three fifths of the duties paid or the goods of
merchandize so shipped béyond the limits of the l%epublic.
Lhe Colléetor shall be entitled to a fee of one dollar and fifty
cents per diem for all serviees rendered tinder the provisions
of this section,
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ARTICLE VIL

OF FOREIGN SEAMEN AND PASSENGERS.

BEC*
None of the erew of & vessel to he discharged and left on shore exeept
by permission of the local anthorities..........

Deserters from foreign vessels, how to be arrested . ... cvveevis - onus 2
Deserbars. Devvtnll comnithell - Crlm e e iin i iaia s oo e s o0 o
Masters taking pastengers beyond the iimits of the Repullie with-
ont PASAROLS BNHJent 1o Bla.sii .. cviiiein sersarivanes 3 4
Method of obtaining Passport ..o 5

1. None of a vess:l's erew shall be dischavged and left
on shore withont the perwnssion of the loeal authorvities,
under a penalty of two hundred dollurs; and such permis-
sion shall not be granted unless the party to be diseharged,
shall receive at least two months pay at the time of his
discharge.

2. Caothe applieation of a master of any foreian vessel
for the restoration of a seaman deserting, made in whithie
stating that the person therein named, has deserted from
his vessel, and on proof by the exhibition of the ships roll,
or other official document; that such person belonged at the
“thme of deseition, to the crew of such vessel, any Judge or
other officer having ecompetent pover to issne a warrant,
may cause sueh person to be arrested on examination, and
if the tacts stated are found to be true, swoeh person, not
being a citizen of Liberia, shail be delivered nn to sneh
master on payinent ot the established fees. .

3. It sneh deseiter shall bave committed any erimé o
oftence, his surrender may be delayed unil ithe tribunal be-
fore which the case shull be depending, or may be cogni-
zable, shall have pronouneed its sentence, aund such sen-
tence have bLeen earned into effect.

4. Masters of yvessels are prohibited from taking on
board or giving passaze to any individual residing within
this Republic withour o jssport from the Seecrctary of State
uniess to be Linded within the Republie, under a penalty of.
not less than ove bundred dollars, nor more than five hun
dred dollars,

5. Any person applying for a passport shall give satisfacs
tory proof to the Becretary of Siate, that tem days previous
notice in some puolic wanner has been given by him of his’
intenion o Copart the Hepoblie; wherenpon the Seeretary
shall grauia pos=pory on the payment of fifty cents, pro-
vided no legal objection be interposed.
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ARTICLE VIIL

OF LICENSES, COMMISSION, RETAIL, &e. &c.

SEc*
Unlawful to trade withont license—price of do..vvve o ceviviiiiiciinnnns 1
Exoeption  fo LRI ot i s na ek n s d s ek R R s
Mathogd of obinhining HeensD ... . ... civicmicrivrrirnssrnbinitiess ™=

1. It shall be unlawful for awvy ecitizen, or other person
within this Republie, to sell or barter any goods, merchan-
dize, or vendible pronerty, or transact business for any
foreign importer merchant, masier, snpereargo or owner, on
commission, without first having obtained a commission
merchant’s license, for which he shall pay a tax of fifteen
dollars per annum; nor sball any licensed commission
merchant, as such, either by himselt or another, deal, trans,
act business, or barter, olbher than in the legal wholesale
way : and each retailer shall pay a taxof twelve dellars per
annum,

In no case shall a license comprehend more than one place
of business: any person or persons, however, may obtain
special license for as many places as he or they may cheose.
Any person or persons wishing to carry on the business of
anctioneer, shall pay a tax of sixteen dollars ver annum. No
person or persons whatsoever, within this Repablie, shall
engage in commission or anction business, or trade or traflick
by selling goods or merchandize for gain, in any way or
manner, without first complying with the above provisions,
under 2 penalty of fifty dollars for the first offence, and for
the second, double the amount.

2. Nothing in the preceeding section shall prevent any
laborer or mechanic, from exchanging other products of his
labor, or any farmer the producis of his farm, for articjes
necessary for the consnmption of hisfamily : and also for
camwood, ivory or other produce, provided always, such ex.
changes shall be made at the home of the individoa] n 1.

ing them, or with the merchant at his store.
© 8, The method of obtaiuing license under the Pro.isions
of this Article, shall be by oresenting to the elerk - pue
eourt of Quarter Sessicns. "7 receipt of the Trea:: ¢ for
the amount requirsd as he.oo fore speeified, wheve: n the
clerk aforesaid . “all grant the deense applied aud uaid for.
The Clerk sualirec it all licevses issued by hirn. 2nd shali
receive ashis feefor cach licer o, the sum of fiiuy cents to
be paid by person or | oas cLuzining license. Ail i ises
shall be granted for oue year,—to expire on the 80th day
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of September in each year ;—nevertheless, should avy per-
son or persons apply for license after the commencement of
the fiscal year, which is understood to commence on the first
of October ; such person or persons so applying, shall Le re:
quired to pay only a jast ratio ot the unexpired term of one
year. .

4. Any person or persous accused of receiving goods,
wares, or merchandize in the jurisdiction of this Republie,
on which the tariff daties have not been paid; or in other
words, smuggling into the Republic, any roods, or articles
chargeable with duties, shall be sabject to have the said ar-
ticles seized by the Collector; and on conviction thereof the
same shall be sold for the benefiv of tlic Republic: and the per-
son or persend, in whose possession such goods, or articles
may be found, knowing the same to have been smuggled in
to the Republic, shali forfeit and pay four-foid the value of
the arcicles so smuggled, or be committed to the common
Juil, there to be kept in close confinement until the said
penalty, with cost of collection shall be paid.

<

ARTICLE IX.
OF DUTIES COMMON TO OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS.

BEC,
Duties of Officers—SReeretary of the Treasury, C ollector, Wharfinger

and Attorney General 1 to......... S R e e B RO e
Penalties for forcibly resisting an officer in the dischurge of hia daty 4

Penalties for failing to collect moncy when due.....cccovunveirnniinnnnn.. 8
Dues to goverunment in what to be paid. Penalties and pains for
violating this act.....c.cvceuiiiiimienminisnommi s v cavsiiinenressesessn. . 8 11

1. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury
to see that the Navigation, Commerce, and Revenue laws, are
faithfully and promptly executed. He shall under the direc-
tion of the President of the Republic, superintend the collec.
tion of the revenue arising from imposts, licenses &e. He shall
issue all orders necessary to be given to the officers, who ma
be engaged in collecting the revenue ; he may from time to
time, require all Collectors to render in their accounts, and
demand from them, and all other persons engaged in the rev-
enue service, all such iniormation, touching the revenue, as
may be deemed desirable for the department to have, and make
any arrangements compatible with the spirit of this Act;

2. It shall be the duty of the Collectors of Customs to
board every foreign vessel anchoring within the limits of
their ports, before such vessel has had nay communieation
with the shore, aud on failure thereof, shall pay the sum of
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ten dollars. 'They shall furnish the master or other porson in
charge of such vessel, with a copy of the port-regulations,
for which he shall receive tweniviive cemts ; and for every
neglect to furnish said porrregulations, thoey shall pay- the
aum of five dollars. rlx."‘li’}' shall suffer no vassnl to unlade any
pari of her cargo, anauthorized by permif, uander the pE}_ll‘il.-
ty of twenty-five dollars, "T'hey shall keep in a book to be
provided for that purpose, an aeccurate account of the arrival
and departure of all vessels, and all passengers coming to, or
going from their respective: ports ;—and the imports and ex
ports reccived or shipped away. [t shall also be their duty
to enforce the collection of duties before the departure of
any vessel fromm  which suins may be clainted ; and for every
neglect, they shall forfeit und pay the sum of one hundred
doilars. They shall make a full returr of all (e matters and
things connected with their vifice at the clese ol cach quarter,
and pay over to the Treasuver, a!! and whatsoover monies
may have come into their hauds, and o care of faling to
make a report, they shall forfeit and pay the suin of twenty-
five dollars. The Collectors of Customs shall be allowed a
commission of eight per centum on the rovenue collected by
them.

3. It shall be the special duty of the Attorney General to
see that the license law as specified in the 8th  Article of this
Act, is strictly observed. Should he fail to prosecute any
person or persons to his knowledge violating the provisions
of said law, he shall for each cage, forfeir and Pay the sum
of twenty dollars. :
4, If any personshall forcibly resist, prevent, or impede any
officer of the customs or revenue service, Or any person assist-
ing him in the execution of his dity, be shall for every of-
fense be fined in a sum of not less than fifty dollars.

5. In all cases where an oflicer or other person, charged
with the colleetion of ‘money dune the Republic, shall fail
through neglect, to accomplish the same, execution shall be
issued against hirn and his sureties immediately ; and all offi-
_eers neclecting or refusing to pay over monies collected on ae-
count of the Republie, shall be subject toa summary process
for the recovery of double the aniount elaimed at his hands,
to belevied on anv goods or property, belonging to him,

6. Should any masier, supercargo, or other person in com-
mand of any foreign vessal, retuse (o pay the established dues
authorized to be collected from said vessel, ‘'or refuse to pay
any tine which may be imposed on him by due course of law,
for any infraction of the revenuelaws of this Republic, the
vessel, or the vessel and cargo, where the cargo 18 owned by,
or consigned to said master, supercargo or olher person in
command of said vessel shall be liable for +h- same : and the
Collector, Marshal, or other cfficer wlhose duty it may be te
¢ollect such dues or fines, shall proceed to sell so much of
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the same, orany part thereof, as may be necessary to zatisf
the amount of such dnes or fines, inciuding any ::dditumzi
expense whieh may be incurred in making such sale.

7. It shall be the duty of the cfficers of the Customs or any
commander of any commissioned vessel of this Republic, to
arrest, or cause to be arrested and brought to any convenient
port of entry, any vessels found upon the Liberian coast con-
travening this Aect.

8+ Ail penalties and forfeitures, which may be ineurred for
offences against this Aet, shall be sued for, and recovered
with cost of suit in the name of the Republic of Liberia. All
vessels and goods which shall so become forfeited, shal] be
seized, libelled, and prosecuted in the proper eourt having
cognizanee -thereof ; such court, shall cause fifteen days’ no-
tice to be ¥ivenr of such seizure and libel, with the order of the
court thereon, setting forth the time and place appointed for
trial, to be inserted in some newspaper published near the place
of seizure, of such there be, and also by posting up the same
in the most public manner for fifteen davs, at, or near the
place of trial. If no person shall appear to claim such vessel or
goods within that time she or they shall be adjudged forfeited ;
but if anyv person shall, before such judgment, appear and claim
—the court shall hear and determine the case according to
law,

On the prayer of a eclaimant, that such vessel or goois, or
any part thereof, may be delivered to him, the court shall
appoint three proper persons to appraise such vessel or goads,
who shall be sworn in open court for the faithful discharge of
their duty ; such appraisement shall be made at the expeise of
the elaimant, and on return thereot, i1t he shall with one or more
sureties, approved by the court, execute a bond in the usual
form to the Republic of Liberia, for the payment of a sum
equal to that, at which such vessels or goeds, to be delivered
to him, are appraised, and such bond shall be lodged with the
clerk of the court, said goods or vessel may be delivered to
him ; and if judgment be for the claimant, the bond shall be
canceled,—but *if against him as to the whole, or any part of
such vessel or goods, and he shall not within twenty days
thereafter, pay into the Treasury of the Republie, the apprais-
ed value of the portion condemned with costg, the bond shall
be put in suit,

If, in any prosecution on account of the seizure of any ves-
sel or goods, judgment shall be given for the eclaimant, it
ghall appear to the court before which such prosecution may
be had, that there was reasonable cause of seizure, such court
shall cause a proper entry to be made thereof and the claim-
ant shall not be entitled to costs, nor shall the person who
made the geizure or the prosecutor, be liable to action, suit,
or judgment on account of such seizure, or prosecution ; but
such vesse]l or goods, shall be forthwith, after judgment, re-
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turned to the claimant or his agent.

9. No aetion or prosecution shall be mantained in any ecase,

unless 1t be commenced within three vears next after the pen-

alty of imtmtum was Incurred. If any officer entitled to a
ninu'e of such penalty ot forfeiture, be necessary asa witness
on the ,ni theu,fmc he may be a witness ; but shall not in
such case be k.ltltlml to, nor receive any part thereof, but the
part to wheeh he otherwise would have Deen entitled, shall
acerue to the Republic.

10, The fees for the several duties and services to be per-
formed under the third and fourth Articles of this Act as re-
late to Customs, shall be as follows :—For endorsed manifest
and clearance for a Liberian vessel bound coast-wise, twenty-
five cents, 1 less than fifty tons, and if above hft} tona, fifty
ceuts ; for receiving a certificate manifest, and ‘granting a
permit to unload at a port of delivery, t‘ﬁLntV five cents, if
less than fifty tons, and if above fifty tons, httv cents ; 101
permit from ‘the Collec ‘tor, to land goods hL} ond the limits of
a port of delivery, fifty cents ; for permit to citizens to land
goods consigne :d to them imm a foreign vessel, twenty-five
&nta for each permit ; for a eclearance for a imf,u_rn vessel
and eertificate to consul, h*‘t,y cents ; for inspector who may
be placed on board any vessel by the Collector, one dollar
and tifty cents a day.

11. All sums of monyes which becnme due to the Republie
under this Act, or by any other means, shall be paid in silver
or gold coin at the established value of such coin in the Repub-
lie, or in such notes or bills of credit, as may be issued under
the authority, and on the l‘LSpO‘ﬂSlhlht}T of the Republie ; and
all payments by the Government, shall be made in the same
medium.

ARTICLE. X,

FIXING THE CURRENCY OF THE REPUBLIC, AND AUTHORIZING
THE APPOINTMENT pF SUB TREASURERS IN THE COUN.
TIES OF GRAND BASSA AND SINOE AND A TREASURY OF

THE REPUBLIC TO RESIDE AT MOKROVIA,

REC,
Secretary of Treasury anthorized to procure engraved bills.......... 1
Mode of authenticating hills or llﬂflﬂ-- 2
WHER JAWINE LR Db SO Srieria e s s pmase b e )
Authority to issne.............. Sirsase e v a s pavarvins
ﬁppmntnwnt. of Bnb-Treasures mul thu]r pu.v S E ek D
Do of T r eI . it s a s raare . anEde abestiitamiss 6

WraEereas, it would be a great inconvenience to the people
of this Re ubllc, to he df,pl ived of an easy circulating medi-
um, and ".‘uﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂ a paper currency, unless based upon specie,
and redeemable at par on derﬂanﬁ at the Treasurer depart-

b
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ment, would be detrimental to the interest of the government,
and citizens at large,—Thercefore ;—It is Enacted.

1. That the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby
authorized and requested with the advice of the President to
procure as early as practicable for the use of the Government
a set of Engraved plates for striking off Engraved bills of five
denominations : Ten, Five, Three and one dollars and fifty
cents to be used as a paper currency in the Republie, aud to
obtain suitable paper for'the said bills.

2 It is further Enactei—That the face of said Plates be so
engraved as to make the following impressions on the hills
stricken off i. e, in the centr> and on the upper part of the
bill a frontispiece representing a Palm tree with a spade
standing at its base and a plongh. In the back ground the
ocean with a ship under sail ; above the ship a dove onthe
wing with one open seroll in its month ; over the fronus-
piece the words in large capital letters “THE REPUBLIC
OF LIBERIA,” on tue left hand opposite the frontispiece (No)
or number : across the two ends the denomination of the bill ;
coming immediately under the frontispicce the words on de-
mand at the Treasury Department of the Republic of Libe-
ria will pay to bearer in Gold or Silver Coin. Then a denom-
ination of the bill, and then the name of Monrovia, then the
fizures 185 — the date of said Dbills. Below and near the
bottom ot the bill and near the lett hand corner—the words
Secretary of the Treasuvy—near the right hand corner amld,
opposite the words secretary of the Treasury, the word
President, on the .ty cents bill opposite the (rontispiece
on the right hand be capital letter A,

3. And further, when bills thus specified are properiy ex.
ecuted and signed by the Secretary of the Treasury and the
President, they shall be the lawful paper carreucy of the
Republie¢ ; any law conflicting with the same, be and the
same is bereby repealed. :

4. And torther—~That the FSecretary of the Treasury be
and he iz hereby authorized and requested to eall i all
bills or notes now in cireulation, and issne others iu their
place to the amount of eight thousand dollars.

5. That the President be autnorized, and he is hereby
authorized to appeint Sub-Treasurers in the Couvties of
Gran¢ Bassa and Sinoe j said Sub/Treasarers toreceive a
compensation of three per ecutum for all monjes occived
and paid out by them respectively.

6. That the President be, and he is hereby auntioiized
with the advice of the Senate, to appoint a Treasuver for
the Republic, who shail reside in Monrovia, and whose du-
ty it shall be, to receive and keep all publie mouies arising
from imposts or otherwise : aud shall acconnt quarterly of all
his doings, and reccive a compensation of three per eenfum,
on all monies deposited in his hands, and paid out by him,
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0
ARTICLE - X1

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED AN ACT REGULA-
'WING NAVIGATION, COMMERCE AND REVENUE.

It is Eugreted by the Senecte and House of Representatives of
the Republie of Liberia in Legislature assembled i— :

1. That from and after the porssage of (his Act so mueh

of the first seetion of the 1st Ariicle of the above mentioned
Actas read ¢ and all sueh vessels, shall pay oo tax of fitty cents
a ton per annum,? be so amended as to vead, and all such
vessels shall payv a tax of seventy five centsa ton per annuny

9. it is further copcted—That so mueh of the first sec
tion of the above named Aet as reads, Yhe shall pay annual.
y, 1o expire on the 20th of September in cach year, the
wim of Fifteen dollars,” be and the game is bereby repealed.
Nothing is to be coustrued however to prevent licenses be-
inz obtained.

3. That so mueh of the fifth Article, seetion fourth, of
the above mmed Act as veads: “There shall be levied, col-
lected, and paid an  additional duty of six per centum on
the mrticles next hercin-after mentioned ; -that is, on Flan-
nel and Woolen clothing, Boots, Shoes, Bonnets* Silks, Ri-
bands, Silk Umbrellas, Gold and Silver wares, and Furni-
ture,—be and the same is hereby repealed,

4, It ix furtber enacted— That the third scetion of the
pinth Artiele of the torenamed Act be and the same is
hereby repenled ;- And that the Collector of each port or
harbor be and heis bereby anthorized and directed to place
on Board every foreigr vessel coming to anclior inany port
or harbour of this Republic an Inspector, whose daty it
shall Leto remain on beard such vessel during her stay in
that port or hamrbor—ana that it shall ‘be the duty of such
inspector to superintend the lauding of all goods, wares and
merchandize s he shall note the marks, nambers, weights or
measures as the case may be: “he contents of all Casks,
Bales, Bundles, Crates, and all kinds of packages, boxes,
tranks &e, except where there is treight, aud the master or
supercargo cannot give the contents: in that case the pack-
ages shall e noted and the contents made known to the
Colleetor, or Inspector by the consignee, and he shall deliv-
er 2 correct account of all goods, wares anda merchandize,
de, &e, landed under his supervision,to the Collector,” mi-

&
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mediately on leaving snch vessel or vessels. Heshall not
allow any goods, wares merchandize, &e, &e, to be landed
from any vessel or vessels in the port or harbor until the
master or supercargo of such vessel shall have obtained a
permit from the Collector:—And further, every Iuspector
shall receive for his services fifty cents per diem. from the
Government, and fifty cents additional per diem, and bis
board to be paid by the master or supercargo of said vessel:
—and that this amount per diem shall be paid by the master
or supereargo tothe Collector before bis clearaunce is obtain-
ed from the Custom House.

ARTICLE XII-

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED“ AN ACT REGULATING
NAVIGATION, COMMERCE AND REVENUE.”

It 18 enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled : —

i, That from and after the First day of May 1856, after
the yassage of this act, there shall be collécted a duty of one
wollar per gallon on all ardent spirits, wines, eclaret, cordials
and walt liquor landed in this Republic, andall such articles
as shall be landed in this Republic, and all such articles shall be
landed under the immediate observation of the Cellector, or
his deputy, and by him guarded, or the quantity sscerisined,

on the spot, and the amount of duties thereon p=id before it
goes out of the hands of the Collector. : 5

2. 1t is further enacted—That the 3rd sectlon of the 5th
Article, and so much of the 8th Article of the [Tavigation,
Cﬂrqlperce and Revenue law as relates to . 7o nse and the
retailing of ardent spirits, be, and the same zr¢ hereby re-
pealed,

ﬂ il
JUDICIARY.

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE JUDICIARY, AND FIXING THE
POWERS COMMON TO THE SEVERAL COURTS.
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OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

SEC.

Powers of Jastiees of the peace—do. of Constables......ivrvaiiniinn 1
Inmediate exeention of judgmnent by Jnstice’s court—how arrested. . 2
Appointment of Justices to visit New Greorgia, their pay &eo........ 4
Juries, new trials, records and issning eommission to take testimory
do not appertain to Justiess eourfS....coa..cces ciosseraniia....
When Justices may issue a wWrit of arveste. ..o cccc s, 6

Courts ofrecord have coneurrent jurisdiction with Justices;in what case 7
appeals from Justices' courts—and how tried in upper court........

Section 1st It is enacted by the Senate and House of LRepre-
sentatives of the Republic of Liberia, in Legislature Assembled :

That all persons who may be commissioned as Justices of
the Peace shall be sworn to do the duties of said ofiice ac-
cording to law ; they shall be conservators of the public peace;
ghall have power In the name of the Republic of Liberia to
issue warrants, to command the seizure and arrvest of any felon
or violator of the public peace, and corumit him, her or them
to jail, until legal action can be kad in the premises. Unless
the offence is capital, if tha'accused give good and sufficient
security to abide his, her, or their trial at the next court hav-
ing cognizance of the olfence, they shall not be imprisoned.
All precepts issued hy any Justice of the Peace, shall be sign-
ed with his proper name a: Justice of the peace.

Any Justice of the Peace shall have jurisdiction out of court,
without a jury, to try all actions for debt not above thirty
dollars ; except specific performance, injunction, and eject-
ment, and actions for injuries to the reputation, or domestic
relations ;—all petty infractions of the peace where the fine is

not more than ten dollars : all cases of petty larceny, all ac-n =
) ™

tions of trover, trespass, detinne &e, where the amoung in lit-

b

~jgation is not more than ten dollars i shall administer such =%

oaths as are required ; shall issue prd@essfor witnessin any
case pending before him ; shall arrestiand pacify any, and ail
who go about to break the peace in his presence, and may
demand the help of others : shall haye power to preserve or-
. der in his court,\and may impose fines not exzeeding five
dollars, for contempt, and hold the person offending under ar-
rest during the sitting of the court. sg= =" 2
Constables as the ministerial officers of the Justice’s Court,
shall execute all processes issued by a Justice of the Peace;
shall without warrant surpress any riot or infraction of the
peace in his presence, shail awrest and bring to justice, all fel-
ons and violens offenders azainst the peace, without a warrant
when he has not time to procure one. 2R
2, On all judgments rendered ina J ustice’s Court, when

|

|‘__Ji\..l
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required by defendant, and suflicient surety first given, time
for payment shall be allowed :—For all sums of twenty
dollars, five months; sums under twenty, and over fifteen,
four months ; under fifteen, and -over ten, three months ; under
ten, and over five, two months ; under five, and over two,
one month ; and all sums under two dollars, ten days. At the
expiration of the time above allowed, execution may issue
immediately against the defendant and his surety, by virtue
of which, the officer may levy upon the goods and chattels,
first of the principal, and in case of deficiency, then of the
surety to an amount suflicient to liqnidate the debt, irterest
and costs : And after ten days notice by public advertisement
shall proceed to sell thesame to the highest bidder, for cash ; .
and should he by the sale make a2 sum exceeding the amount
for which he eclaims, he shall forthwith pay the surplus over
to the defendants. And all judgments rendered in a Justice’s
Court, shall be recorded on the original precepts, and all judg-
ments, aiud all executions on judgments not so rendered, shall
be pull and void ; but in all cases, either party shall have the
privilege for an appeal io the ensuing monthly court, by pay-
ing the costs, and giving security, suflicient to indemnify his
opponcut for any loss he may sustain, in case he fails to pros-
ecute his appeal to effect.

3. The Presidentis hereby authorized to instruct one of
the Justices from either of the towns or villages in Montserra-
do County, to visit the settiements of New (Georgia, once in
two weeks, to assist the Magistrates of New (eorgia in the
" determination of such cases either of a eivil or criminal char-
acter, as may from time to time be brought under the notice
of Justices there ; That it be left to the diseretion of the Pres-
ident whether he will fix any particular day for the session of
said Justice’s Court in said seitiement of New Georgia or
whether he will send said Justize by notification, or whether
he will assign it as the exclusive duty of any perticular Magis-
trate ; That nothing in the forugoing section shall be con- -
strued to prevent the resident Magistrates or Justices of new
Georgia, from erresting offenders against the laws of this Re-
publie, or of suppressing distuibers of the public peace ; in
such cases the raid Magistrates shall have all the authority
which they have hitherto possessed. -

The President is hereby authorized to pay from the public
Treasury the Justices so sent to New Georgia for each and
every trip so made, the fee regularly allowed by law: aud the
Magistrates of New Georgia sball be allowed in all cases which
they may be lawfully engaged in determining the same fees
they are now entitled to.

" 5. Nothing that relates to juries, new trials and records shall
apply to cases t-!:‘ili_?d before Justices of the Peace. Issuing com-
missions, on petition, testimony without the Republie, shall not
extend to Justice of the Peace; but cither party may petition
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the court to which an appeal from a Justice lies, for a commis-
sion; and such court may, if they think proper. issue a commis-
sion, and stay the proceedings of the Justice until it can be
executed Writs of execution, may be issued by a Justice of
the Peace, returnable before a superior court ; and such courc
or any Judge thereof, shall have jurisdiction to proceed ac
cording to law in such cases made and provided.

8. No Justice of the peace, shall have authority to issue a
writ of arrest against a defendant in an action, assuch, ora
writ of execution containing a clause of arrest, except writs
of execution issued under the last section,and agreeably to
its provisions. A Justice of the Peace shall have power as
a court, to punish those who obstruct the exeeution of writs
issued by him, or who disobey his summons, or refuse to
perform the duties for the performance of which they are
summoned ; in all such cases, he may issue writs of arrest,
and all persons impriconed by him, may, in the discretion of
any coart or Judge, he discharged upen a writ of Aabeas
corpus. :

7. Courts shall have concurrent jurisdiction with Justice
of the Peace, in all actions for personal injuries, in which a
Justice of the Peace has jurisdietion. 1If an action, not for

ersonal injury, be brought into a court, which ought to have
Eeen brought hefore a justice, the court shall, if the Plaintiff
establish a claim, deduct from the debt or damages, the whole
costs incurred by the defendant, and give judgment for the
balance, withceut avy costs; or if the costs of the defendant,
equal or ¢xoced the debt or damages, shall give judgment for
the defencert, either without costs, or for the excess of his
coets, «8 the cace may require. If the plaintiff fail, the court
shall give judgzment for the defendant for full costs.

8. An appeal shall lie from every decision of a Justice of
the Peace, to the most inferior court having jurisdiction at
the place, at which such Justice lives, or to such otber court
as may be designated for that purpese by law. No judgment
of a justice of the Peace shall be set aside for error in form ;
but all appeals from Justices, shall be taken vp by the court
to which they are made anew, and upon the merits, of the
case, and such judgment given as the Justice ought to have
given.
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Duties of Chairmen—when absent, who shall discharge them-—time of
3 MEEting . L eiiiiiiiialiiimereaeiesiiaacs e ese e B

% -

M. 1 The Courts of Monthly Sessions now established in
each of the counties of this Republie, shall henceforth be
composed ot a Chairmsn  and two Justices of the Peace ;
and shall have original jurisdietion in all eases of debit ot
more than thirty dollars, and not more than two hundred
dollars, in all cases of wisdemeanor cqual to petit larceny,
in all actions of trespass, trover, slander, detinue, ejectuient,
&e., where the amount in  litigationis no% mere than § 20,
nor less than & 10; all infractions of the peace where the,
fine is more than & 10, and not less than § 29, aud shall be
competent to judge both the law and the facts in sueh cases.
Said courts shall bove inquisitional power to judicially ex-
amine nll casges of ecriminals committed by Justices of the
Peace, examniing the evidence ouly on the side of the State;
in all cazes where the evidence is not sufficient to put the
person accosed on his trial, may discharge the suspected
person, and where evidence appears, way allow the suspeet-
ed party to give good and sufiicient security for his or her
appearance at the Court of Quarter Sessions. to abide his

i or_Ler trialy Said court, shall bave power to punish for con-
“tempt in a fine of not more than twenty dollars, and im-
prisonment during its sitting, and sbhall foerther have the
management and care of the estates of orphans not other
wise provided for ; and shall be a_court of probate ; and said
probate eourt shnll eaunse the  probate of any will, or testa--
meniary paper that shall possess the features of one j—shall
have a record of wills proven in that court.¥<Contested wiilg
shall be sent to the Court of Quarter Sessions to be tried by
jury, upon its merits, and by them either rejected, set aside,
or quashed, ov approved : and if rejected, the same may be
removed by appeal to the Supreme Court on petition mada
by any persor aggrieved, according to the laws which re-
Jate to appezls ; and if found valid, shall be sent back to the
probate court to be placed on its 1ecords.  Sald court shall
grapt letters of administration and shall nave all the pow-
eI necessary to settle estates ; and to do all other matters
and things of a court of probate.

The clerk of the said mouthly court shall keep a record of
all watters and things ordered and trausacted by said comrt
in a book ¢r books provided-for that purpose ; note or proof
of wills or other conveyances of property in said court, and
deliver all such papers atter being 50 noted, to the Register
for recording ; he aimll issue leading processes, writs and
subpoenas signed with his own name as clerk, and dirvected
according to law : shall record all issues and returns made
Ly the officer to whom they were directed, he shall sum.
mon six days before the term of each wesion, theJustices

- L= A Nl
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who are to be associ ted with the Chairman, and the Jus.
tices shall be summoned in rotation,  The Sheriff of the conn-
ty shall be the ministerial officer of the said court ; he shall
serve all writs, tuke bail, and earry the judgment of court in-
to execution.

2. Tive Register shall reecord all docninents and instru-
ments relatin s to the security and title of publie or individ-
nal property—Government grants, patents, contracts, com-
wiss:ons and other papers, which are properly matter of re-
cord, and to which the Republie shall be a party. He shall
receive papers of record from the Connty Clerk, register and
file themin alphabetical order, that thu. may at all times
be in safe keeping in Lis office and accessible to persons de-
siring to examine them. And every volume of records when
full , shall be delivered by him to the Secretary of State
for preservation among the archives of the Hepab'ic.

3. The Chuirman of said eourt shall not exercise the fune-
tious, nor perform the duties of a Justice of the Peace- but
his duties shall be confined exclusively to the Court of which
he is Chairman ; and whenever a vaecancy shall happen up-
“ou the bench of the Monthly Court, by the .absence of the
Chairman, it shall be the duty of the ’#Iaﬂlhtmtﬁ present,
whose commssion bears oldest date, to fil the vacauey ; he
taking careto distinguish hptwemt his acts, and those of
the regular incumbeut, by adding to the signarure of his
name the words “Pro tem.” Notwithstanding his official acts
shall be equally valid within the Jurisdiction of said court.

The Mounthly Court for the County of Montserrado shall
meet oun the first Monday in every month ; for the County
of Grand Bassa, the third Monday in every month, and tor
the County of Sinoe the second Monday in every month.

ARTICLE III.

TO PREVENT FRAUD IN THE MANAGEMENT OF INTESTATE AND
OTHER ESTATES.

- 8EC.

Fersons interfering with intestate estates render themselves liable... 1

- Probate courts to appoint administrators—duty and compensation. . 2
Estates of Chairmen and Clerks I‘mhatﬂ murta—ma&aﬂmmmtmtmn

of administrators how ponished......iiv.nviiniiiniccmninenccnnd €

1. No person or persons shall meddle, or interfere with
the estate of any person dying intesta‘e, (except to take troe
and correct inveatories of all the real and personal cstate) un
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less authorized so te do by the Court of Probate, for the couns
ty wherein, such intestate resided : and any person so do-
ing, shall thereby beeome liable for the payment of all the
debts due by the decensed, and for the respoective shares of
all the natural or legal heirs to such esbate.

2. When auy person shall die intestate, it shall be the
duty of the Probate Conrt, to appoint an administrator, or
administrators who shall give bond and secarity in double
the estimated value of suid infestate’'s estate, for the faith-
ful performance of all the duties conuected therewith, viz:
—He shall make a correet statement of'all and singular the
property and effects of the deceased,—whatever thereof is
perishable, he may sell at auction, atter having given notice
by advertisementin three of the most public places in the
county for the space of twenty days - such sale may, at the
discretion of said adwministrator or administrators, be made
at a credit, not to exceed six months, on bond and
sufficient securities for the payment thercof : he shall make
returns to the next term of the court of his, and all other
matters and doings conuectedwith said estate. And shoald
it be found that the said deceased was so indebted,
as to make it necessary that a farther sale of prop-
erty should be had. then be shali be ordered by the court
to sell any, or all ofsaid estate for the payment of such
claims : —And again, should there not after snch farther sale
be enough to meet all the legal claims, then, in that case, a
pro rata dividend shall be made to all the claimants against
said estate.

The compensation allowed such administrator, or adminis-
trators, for his or their services shall be a commission not
exceeding five per cent on said estate,— Provided always,, that
when it may be necessary, in the recessof the Court of
Probate, the Chairman of the said conrt may grant letters
of admiuistration, and orders tor sale, as above directed to
be deone by the court of which he is Chairman.

3. That all estates on which letters of administration
have been granted, shall bo settled up, and the aceonnts clos-
ed in one year from date of the commission of administration:
nevertheless should it be made to appear 4o the satisfaction
of the Probate Court that, owing to.there being foreign
creditors or debtors, or to’any other circumstance, said es-
tate couldnot be closed in one year without detriment and
damage to those concermed. said court shall be competent to
grant a longer term, not exceeding six months.

4. It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the several Pro-
bate Courts, to see that the Clerks of the (ourts keep a roll
of all letters of administration which shall have been grant-
ed by said courts with the date, names of the grantees, and
his or their sureties annexed. They shall cause the several
Clerks once in every three months to post up one week eb



]Eﬂ JIIICIHLT.

fore the first day of the term of the Court in some consnie-
nous place, a notifieation, raquiring all administrators to ap.
near before the ensuing term of said court to give an aceount
of their doings ; and shonld it appear to said court that any ad.
ministrator or administrators are acting neghigently, or dis-
honestly ; or that the parties concerned in said estate are
likely to be damaged by the longer continuance of the man-
agement of said (“-l’:’l]'ﬁlﬂ the hand of said administrator or
administrators. said conct shall be competent to revoke the
commission, and appoint others in his or their place, and
shall order said delinquent, administrator or administia
tors to deliver up to his or their snceessor or snccessors, sll
and every species of property, books, papers, documents,
(which may have come into his or their han is,) and copy ot
all his or their proceedings in the premises without delay,
[n all sach eases the bond of said delinguent administrater,
or administrators shall be retained in conrt, nntil satisfae-
tion shall have been given to all concer :md of his or their
doings while acting in the premises.

6. In ail eases where any administrator or administrators
shall have failed to perform his or their duty in snch a man-
ner as to have caunsed loss, detriment, or damage, to any
party, it shall be at the option of any person so H!.'l:»‘.tﬂilifil;_:
logs, detriment or damage, to enter suit npon the boud in
any conrt competent to try thie same, and the process of tri-
al and judgment shall be the same asin an action for debt,
exeepiing that when the assets of the principal shall not be
sufficient to make good the loss with the eost of the suit, the
snreties shall be liable.

6. It shall be the daty of the Chairman of the several
Probate Qourts directly after the publication of this Act,
to require that all administrators whose commission of ad-
ministration is of an older date then one year, to settle np
and eclose said estates in three months on pain of forleiting
their bond, unless the gqualifying ecirenmstances montion od
in the tund section of this Aet, hh&ll ba made to appear to
the satisfaction of the ecourt, when a longer time muay be
allowed according to the provisions of said thlrd section.

0
ARTICLE IV,

OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS AND ADMIRALTY.

BXEC.

Jurisdietion and powers—have jurisdiction in cases nf Admirality......
Piracy and of vielation of the Revenue Jaws...vii....riie conaminen
Hﬂthﬂd Dfprﬂﬂﬂﬁd[ﬂgﬁ aenms ‘mm e BEE O T T e T T P e
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Distribution of shares in cases of SeIZUre... 8 . ciiivreeiinrecnnsanennesn &
When in cases of seizure there is a right to a common law remedy...... ]
Meeting of the courta..... ... ... ... 6
Sheriff’'s coromer’'s and Marshall's, sales.........cocviiierinraeevan ;
9
0
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Diapnitod titles o real eafille. .. ..... L. o iaiicaiiiiidianis
Appent Toom SaMA CORTER ., 5o it rase ol b A aesin s 4 5 o 5 oubi e 44
: i Claims for land from government how dispesed of.......coveiiiiinninnas 1
4 The Courts of Quarter Sessions [_p“gw established in each
(cﬁii'ﬁ't;_ in this Republic:Ashall have one Judge, and shall ®
*Hédve trial of prisoners sent from the Monthly Conrt, and all
presentments or indictments, which may be found by the
Grand Juary, and shall have power to empannel both grand
and petit jury for that purpose ; shall have original jurisdic-
tion in all cases of debt when the amount is more than two
bhundred dollars, in all cases of crime and misdemeanor, a-
bove the degree of petit larceny, in all iafractious of the
peace, when the fine is more thaun twenty dollars, in all cases
of wrong by whatever name called, when the damage claim-
ed is more than twenty dollars, and shall have appellate
Jurigdiction inall cases going up from the Monthly Court
and shall bave power to punish for contempt while sitting {0
a fire of not Hl’ll{)I'E than one hundred dollars, and imprison- A o,
ment.during the sitting of said courti .The Sheriff of the i
*Mt:nnnty shall be the ministerial officer Ghal cuurﬁt-" while "T*_
transacting the judicial business of the county 3 he shall
serve all writs, make escorts. summon and return juries
{N@‘* take bail, and carry the judgment of the court into execu-
1\_ “tion.™ The Judge of said Quarterly Court may continue his
session two weéks, unless business be sooner dispatched.
Said court shall have original jurisdiction in all cases of ad.-
miralty, and maritime jurisdiction, of seizure made under
the Navigation, Commerce, and Reveune laws of this Re-
pablic, and seizures made under any laws of this Republic ;
in all cases where an alien sues for tort or wrong mmmitteqi .
in violation of the law of nations, or any violation et any
treaty ;in all crimes committed on the high seas;and ex-
ercise jurisdiction over all piracies as so declared by, and
existing at this time under the law of nations, or ,Which
are declared and held to Le piracies under the Constitn-
tion and several Acts of the Legislature ; in all cases of pen-
alt.lles‘ anltll 1?1‘;fEiturEE 1mde&- the aforesaid maritime laws,
and 1n all other matters and things properly belonei :
)( Court of Admiralty. ,'q..fv--'ig g o I . ngrga.. ..
- In the case of a vessel or vessels, the Judge of the Admi.
ralty Court shall have power to name a day when the said
court ghall hold its session to adjudicate the case, giving
sufficient time, so that all parties concerned, may receive due
notice of the trial according to law, Appeals may be had to
the Supreme Court. The ministerial officer in the admiral-
ty jurisdiction of said court, shall be the Marshall or his
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deputy, who shall execute all lawful precepts directed to
hin, shall attend the Admiralty Court while siting. have
power to command the necessary assistance in the execution
of of bis duty ; he shall make true returns of  all precepts di-
rected to him, shall have custody of all vessels and goods
seized by any officer of the revenune, and do all other things
proper to be done by the Marshall. The clerk of the said
court of Quarter Sessions shall issne leading process, writs
and subpoenas, signed with his own name as clerk, shall
record all matters and things ordered and done by said
court: he shall record all issnes, and returns ot officers ;
take minutes of all trials of cases in said court, and all oth-
*r matters and things, properly a subject of record in such
courts : shail issue all nrocesses, enter and record all orders;
decrees, judgments, and proeeedings, of the Court of ad-
miralty ; shall issue licenses, and doall other matiers snd
things proper for a clerk of said court ; and twhen any judge
is interested in any cause coming on in the county of which
he is judge, the judge of the next nearest county shall be no-
tified to attend said eourt, and shall preside in all such eas-
es in which the judgé of said esurt isinterested ; and he shall
receive for his services, two dollars a day while sitting, and
ten cents a mile for necessary traieling.

#%. The proceedings in said court for the trial of all such
offenders as may be found, or brought within the limits of
the Republic of Uiberia, and all other proceedings shall Le
in accordance with the laws in such cases made and provid-
‘od.

3. In cases wlrere seizures shall be made by persons not
entitled by law to any share, the said court shall have pow-
ér in its discretion to award such share or proportion as
may be deemed proper to suth person or persons making
such seizure= Pirovided, that in such distribution the Re.
public of Liberia shall be entitled to such share as is by said
laws awarded ; and provided fiurther that in no case whatev-
er, shall the Jzudge of said court be entitled to any sucl
prize money.

N 04, The jurisdiction of said court shall be, and the same
. ' is hereby extended to all cases of fraud, or attempts at fraud -

upon the Revenue laws of said Republie, 4nd it shall decrée
such penalties, forfeitures or confiscations, as are provid-
ed in the several Acts of the Leigsiature of the Republic of
Liberia concerning the revenue thereof.

5. The said court shall have exciusive cognizance of
allcivil ‘causes of Admiralty and mazitime jurisdiction in.
cludng -all seiznres under the laws of impost, navigation or
trade of said Republic, where the seizures are made on tide
waters which are navigable from the sea by vessels of ten, or
more tons burthen within the said Republic, as well as
upon the bigh sea—saving to' smitors in all cases the right

a4
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of a common lawremedy, where the common law is compa-
tent to give it—and shall also have exclusive original cogniz-
ance of all seizares on land or water as aforesaid made,
and of all suits for penalties and forfeitures incurred under
‘he laws of said Republic. Said court shall have power
from time to time to alter and amend its rules of practice,
as may be proper for the orderly transaction of its business.

9. The said court shall be held in the County of Montser-
rado, on the second Monday in March, June, September and:
December, in every year ; and in the County of Grand Bassa,
on the fourth Monday of the above named months in every
year : and in the County of Sinoe on the first Monday in Feb-
ruary, May, August, and November iu each year.

7. That in all cases of Sherifi's or Marshall’s sale where

there are, or may be disputes about the distribution of the
moneys arising therefrom, the courts of Common Pleas and
the Supreme Courtof this Republie, are hereby declared to.
have full nower and authority to hear and determine ail snch,
cases aceording to law and equity : Provided, where any ot
the persons interested in au&] distributions, shall not ap-
pear the courts shall eause notice to be given them, either per-
soually, or by such advertisements as they may deein prop-
er, prior to making the decision.
" 8. That in all cases of disputes as to the validity of title,
to real estaces, where it appears fraud or collusion has been,
attemvted or practised, by a irandulent double conveyance.
of the same premises, said court shall. have the power to de-.
termine the same according tolaw amd equity, and to de-
liver an equitable award in the case, and torelieve the in,
nocent and oppressed.

5. That in all cases which shall be decided by the court
»f Common Pleas with or without the intervention of a jury,,
i any persou or persons shall consider him, her, or them-
selves aggrieved by such decision, they may appeal to the
Supreme Courty within  twenty days after such decision,
which appeal shall be subject to the same rules and regula-
tions as in other cases of appeals ;and the said Judges of
said Supreme Court, are hereby authorized to affirm or re-
verse the decision cf said court of cominon Pleas, and award
such other decisiou as in their opinion will best conduce to,
the ends of justice and equity.

10. And it is hereby declared to be the duty of the Judg-
es of the Courts of Common. Pleas, and they are hereby
authorized to hear aud determine all elaims for land from
the guvernment, and said Judges are authorized when the
case shall require it, to issue a writ of. venire facias to try
and determine the case according to law and fact.

11. Detendant or delendants who shall have been sum-
mouned fifleen days before the first day of the court to which
a return is to be made, shall be deemed te have been legally
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summoned, and be compelled to answer the plaintiff, pro-
vided the plaintiff shail have filed his complaint in the
clerk’s office at least fifteen days before the session of the
court., Neverthless, when the pecular circamstances of the
case remder it necessary, the court may, in its diseretion,
grant furth.r time to the defendant.

0

ARTICLE V.
OF THE SUPREME COURT.

Secrion 1. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Jus-
tice and three associates two of whom with the Chief Justice
shall be a quorum: they shall hold annually in the city of mon-
rovia to commence on the second Monday in January one ses-
sion ol said court, and shall sit until the business of the court
shall have been disposed of. The Judges of the courts of
Quarter Sessious shall sit with the Chief Justice at each session
of said court; and the Chief Justice shall, before the first
session of the court, notify the, two Justices to sit at the first ses-
sion of court; and at that sesion he shall notify one of the
Judges who sit at the first session‘ to sit at the second session
with the one who did not sit, and therefore, the associate
judges shall take their seats in the Supreme Court in regu]ar
order, two sitting, and one out at each term. Should the Chief
Justice be interested in any case or cause, the three judges
of the Courts of Quarter Sessions shall form the Supreme Court
and their acts, proceedings and decisions, shall have all the
force, and validity as though the Chief Justice had presided.
the one whose commission is the oldest shall preside ; and
should one of the associate judges be interested in any case
when it is his turn to sit, his place shall be supplied by the
other judge, and all decisions of said c¢ourt shzll be final. Inany
case in which two of the associate Judges cof the Supreme
court shall be concerned, the Chief Justice and the other as-
gociate Judge shall be, and they are hereby made competent
to preside over the proceedings in the case : and their acts, pro-
ceedings and decisions, shall have all the force and validity,
as if tﬁe two associate Judges had presided with the Chief
Justice. .

o
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ARTICLE VI.

DEFINING CERTAIN CRIMES, AND RELATING TO THE PUN.
ISHMENT OF CRIMES.

Crimes rendering the cocvieted party ineligible to effice........ 1§
Comwnutation of pecuniary penalty into public labor ........... 2
Convicts of certain crimes may be hired out, how—when, and how
£0 DB | IODE csnecuneinsinvars srinioansanin srsntssanhusmsaskieserananatsassatesbinnean st B
Definition of grand and petit lareeny.......oceiiiiiiiiin., 4
TS ol R TAPRHH0 i i ccrtoraihdts s s ils s e b a4 bk 4 ol 4

1. That no person who shall have been convicted of
theft. burglary, robbery, or any other misdemeanor,
punisnable by imprisonment, shall ever after enjoy the
elective frauchise, or be eligible to any office in this
Republie, or give evidence in any court of jusiice, or
acts as jurvman, unless specially restored to the rights
and immunities of citizenship by a public act of the Leg-
islature, after having given sufficient evidence of repentance
and reformation,

2. Any person or persons punished by fine in any
of the courts and put to public labor to satisfy said
fine and costs, shall be allowed the sum of six dollars
per month; until said fine and costs be satisfied.

3. All persons convicted of any crime punishable by
imprisonment and hard labor on the public works, may,
at the diseretion of the court, be ordercd to be hired
out by the Sheriff of the (ounty, publicly before the
door of the court house, on the first Monday after the
adjournment of the said court, to the highest bidder, for
the term of his or her sentence, on (he condition tha
said prisoner shall not be allowed to go at large in the
streets withont being secured by a chaig,

4. Any person suffering a prisoner, that may be in
his or her possession for the time of such prisoner’s serving,
to go at large in the streets without being secured by
a chain of sufficient strength to keep ,ihe prisoner, he or
she shall be snbjected to a fine of not less than ten,
nor more than fifty dollars, at the discretion of the court.
And farther, it shall be the duty of sherifis and constables
to arrest all culprits that may be seen at large in the
streets, and to enter prosecution against the person or
persons in whose charge such prisoners were. And should
anv sheriff or constable neglect or refuse s6 to do, he
shall be subjected to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars.

5. Theft in which the property stolen shall not be
more than tbree dollars is petit larceny, and quarreling,
rioting, drunkenness sabbath breaking, profanity, and
iewdness are infractions of the peace.
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6.  Theft in which the property stolen shall be mgre.

than three dollars. 1s grand lareeny; and all felonies under
this aet may be punished in parsnance of judicial sentenece
by imprisonment, either in irons or not, or by a term
of labor in chains on the public works,
In no ease ghall the senteuce of death be carried into.
execution, but by warraut, under the hand and seal of
the President, diree-ed to the proper Officer appointed
to carry the sentence into effeet. A

7. The present criminal laws now in torce in the.
Republic and such others as may from time to time, be
enacted, shall constitute the eriminal code of the Republie;
speh parts of the conyunon law. set forth in. Blackstone’s,
Commentaries, as may be applicable to the situation of
the people, exeept as changed. by the laws now in force
and such as may hereatter be enacted, shall, be the eivil,
code of laws for the Republic, - g

ARTICLE VII.

AN ACT ENTITLED, , AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED, AN,
"ACT ESTABLISHING THE JUDICARY AND FIXING POWERS'
COMMON TO THE SEVERAL COURTS. ™

1t is Enacted by;iﬁa Senate and Howuge of Represenatives of the
Republic of Liberia in. Legislature Assembled: —

1. That in every case in which the defendant or defen-
dants shall have been tried and conyicted for Petit Larceny,
he, she or they shall be fined in any sum not exceeding
the cost of conviction, and shall make restitutior four fold
ihe value of the article stolen, and one half of said amount shall
go to the Republic, and the other Lalf to the person robbed. And
if the person or persons so convicted he ynable to pay the fine
and make restitution as provided in this section, he, she or they
may be adjudged by any two Magistrates (congurring) to be
hired out by the Constable at the diseretion, of the Magis-
trates for a term suffiicient to liquidate the whole. amount of
cost and restitution. Provided, however, that, in, case per-
gon or person so adjudged cannot be disposed of on the terms,
mentioned ahove, the said Justices shall have power to, commit,
him or them to the common jail there to be held to labor on Pub-
liec works, and. such other work whether for private individuals.
ar not, a8 will pay the Government for the cost of his detention,
provided such person or persons he confined for a térm of not.
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Honger than ‘three mounths, nor less than one month.

2. In all cases of Grand Lareeny, the court before which
such defendant shall have been tried and convieted, shall have
‘authority at their discretion to order the said person to give
'‘bond and approved surety within twenty four hours for the
faithful payment of any sum in which he, she or they shail
have been fined, of not less than four fold the value of the ar-
ticle stolen, one half'of suid amount going to the Republie and
the other half to the person robibed, and to be ‘paid within
twenty days-after the judgment of ‘the court shall have been
rendered, ahad in case'of failure to give bond in twenty four
hours, the ‘defendant or defendants shall hbe immecﬂatuly
imprisoned by the sheriff or his deputy, and on
the next monday ‘Jimmediately ‘ensuing, shall be ; hired
out before the court house door to ‘the highest bidder for any
term suflicient to liquidate the fine with all costs and charges
therewith connected. And in case the Sheriff shall fail in his
efforts to hite out siich convieted person or persons, he shall
forthwith commit him, her or them to jail to be held to labor
on the Public works under the supervision of the jailor,—
they may also be used to work for private individuals when
‘there is no public work, they paying for the same.

3. Aud it is furter enacéted that the 7th : Section of the 5th :
Article entitled an act establishing the Judiciury be and thé
‘same 18 hereby repealed.

O e

ARTICLE VIIL

ﬁELATING‘r TO OFFENT'ERS ESCAPING FROM ONE COUNTY AND
GOING INTO ANOTHER :

A ¥ rhe v ; : SEC.

Warrant issued in one county may be endorsed by an Alderman or
Jaustice 1iy ANOMNEE BN BBITEd . . ivvocicis s ot chona e R 1

No action lies against Alderman or Justice so endorsing......._... 2

1. In case any one against whom, a warrant may be issu-
ed, by any Alderman of any City, or Justice, or Justices of
any County in this Republie, for any offense there commit-
ted or done shall escape, go, into, reside, or be in any other
City or County out ot the jurisdiction of the Alderman, Jus-
tice, or Justices of the City or County granting such war.
rant as aforesaid, it shall be lawtul for, and 1t is hereby de-
clared to be the duty ot of any Alderman, Jusice, or Jnstices
of the City or County where such person shall escape, 0 1D-
to, reside, or be, upon proof being wmade npoun oath, or
aflirmation, of the hand writing of the Alderman, Justice, or
Justices, granting such warrant, to. endorse his or their
name or names on such warrant, which shall be sufficient
authority to the person or persons bringing such warrant
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to and all other persons to whom such warrant was origi
nally directed, to execute such warrani in such other City
or County out of the jurisdiction of the Alderman, Justice
or Justices, granting such warrant as aforesaid, and to ap-
prehend and carry such offender before the Alderman, Jus
tice, or Justices who endorsed such warrant, orsome other
Alderman, Justice, or Justices of such otheg City or County
where such warrant was eindorsed, and in ease the offense
tor which the ofiender shall be so apprehended as aforesaid,
shall be batlable in law, by an Alderman or Justice of the
Peace, and such offender shall be willing and ready to give
bail for his or her appearance at the nexi session of the
court proper to try the case, to be held in and for the Coun-
ty where the offense wus committed ; such Aldermar, Jus-
tice or Justices, of such other City, or County, betore whom
such ofiender shall be bronght, shall take bail of such of-
tender for his or her appearance at the next session of the
court proper to try the same, to be held in and for the City,,
or County where snch offense was commited, in  the same
manner, as the Alderman or Justice ot ihe Peace in the
proper Uity or County might have done ; and the said Al-
derman, Justice or Justices ot sneh other City or County, s0
taking bail as alorosaid shall deliver or transmit such rec-
ognizaunce and other proceedings tothe clerk of the proper
court where such uffender is required to appear by virtue of
such recognizance.  And such recognizance and other pro-
ceedings shall be a5 good and effeetnal in law, to all intents
and purposes, and of the same forceand validity, as if the
samwe had been cutered into, taken, or acknowledged. be-
tore an Alderman, Justice or Justices of the Peace, in and
tor the proper City or Couuty where the offense was com-
mitted, and the same proceedings shall be had therein.
And in case the offense for which, such offender shall be ap-
prehended in any other City or County, shall not be bailable
in law by an Ajderman or Justice of ke Peace, or such of-
fender shall not give bail as aforesaid, to the satisfaction of
the Alderman, Justice, or Justices of the Peace before whom
such offender shall be brought in such other City or County,
then the Constable or or other person so apprehending such
offender, shall carry and convey such offender before one
~of the Aldermen or Justices of the Peace of the proper City
or County where such offense was committed, there to be
dealt with aceording to law,

2. No action of trespass or false imprisonment, orin.
formation, or indictment shall be brought, sent, commenced,
exhibited, or prosecuted, by any person or persons whomso-
ever, against the Alderman, Justice or Justices who ghall
endorse such warrant, for or by reason of his or their en
dorsing the same : such person or persons shall be at liberty
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to bring or prosecnte his, her. or their action or suig against
the Alderman, Justice or Justices, who orviginally granted
sicch warrant in the same manner assuch person or persons
wiglt have done in case this clanse of this Act had not
been  mades

ARTICLE IX.
PERTAINING TO ATTORNEYR,

SeerroNy 1, No person shall be allowed to plead, impl{md
o prosecute fs an attorney, before any court of this Repub-
lic but such as shall be regnlarly licensed, by the courts : and
such license may at any time be withdrawn, where any in-
decorous language is used by the person towards either the
court or jury.

The sum of fiftcen dollars shall be paid by each and every
attorney for his licens , into the public f-r:;*.:a.-:.h;-_r} and fifty cenis
to the Clerk of the Court for drawing said license, and such
license shall be signed by the Judge of the Court and recorded
by the Register,

0

ARTICLE X.

RELATING TO OFFICIAL MISCONDUCT.

BEC
Judge gnilty of official isconduct, how suspended....... wiih {]'
Justicea of the Peaeo fuiling to attend to complaints &e.... ., ........ 9
Clerks of Courts, tor neglects, how proceeded against............... 1
Sheriffs fuiling to make vetures,—penalty for.... ... . 4
Coronera suliject tosame Habilbies...oooooeoecceanaaa o Lo 00 5
Constables, their duty, and forfeiture for negleet....... ... .. __ . . ﬁ
Officers rvestricted in regard to natives &cuieo oo L0 Vi
Clerk or Register neglecting to record wills &e,—penalty.................. )
Officers 1ot named, how proceeded againsbo...... o ., 9

1. That any person holding the office of Judge under the
appointment of the Government of this Republic, who shall
be guilty of showing favor and partiality in judgment, or
giving counsel in its tendeney calculated to impede or hin-
der the right influence of the law, in rendering justice to
them who seek it, or of erecting, aiding, or abetting any fac-
tious or tnmults among the people, shall on proof thereof be-
fore this tribuual be dismissed from office. Bat it shall be
lawful at any time, for the Execuntive to suspend such offi-
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eer, on proof of either of the ahove offences, until the Leg-
islature can take cngnizance of his case.

2. If any Justice of the Peace, shall fail in attending to
such complaints asmay De laid before him, by withholding
a precept when regnired to be issued by ’fum, or give coun:
sel so as to tnin aside the right of any verson, or perversely
render a wrong judgment in any cuse at issug before him,
on proof “.herwi. made before His Excelleney the Presi-
dent. he sh 111 be dismissed from office, aud Le liable to such
other ponualiics as may be attached to the crime for which
he is dn(h. raed

3. The {_.‘-:~.- of the several Courts shall observe with
punctun! cuaciness the ronles and rvegulations prescribed by
law. for ~iiscues proceeding from their offices, so that no
writ be sabjccted to failare of service, and return of “‘too
late to hand” Nor shall they neglect the duties, of {heir
office, =0 as by their negleet thereot, or abseunce therefrom,
to obsiruct, frustrate or hinder by delay, any person in pur-

suif U;_]LL;th ¢, under the penalty of ten niuﬂﬂ,rq for each case
of issues not made ;—twenty dollars for every case of ne-
gleet to subnena or give notice of deerees or forms, and
riies ordered in any cases at issue in their several courts ;—
and fifty dollars for closing their offices, or absenting them-
selves so that aeccess cannot at all times be Lereuutu had.
Suach fines to be levied by execution on the goods and chattels
of said eclerks, after judgment being hLad against them.

4, That the Sherifis of the several eouiities shall be lia-
ble to amererement in the sum ot filty dollars for each and
every case of failure to make due retuins of any precepts,
issued out of any of the courts and te them directed. And
for all failures to make reiurns of wonies to the courts issu-
ing out executions, to collect the same summarily, jundgment
shall be encered up against tbe said Sheriff, and his securi-
ties for the amount with charges of the cost aeeruning

5. That the Coroner shall ba subjected fo the same liahil-
ities and penalties as the Sheriff in all similar cases ot de-
linquencies, in the discharge of the duties of his office,

6. That it shall be the duty of all Constables to present
to the Court of Quarfer Sessicns® i1aa book provided for
that purpose, an account of all precepts to them directed,
with a statement oi of what actici: has Deen hand on each,
under the penalty of twenty dollars ; ard in  default of the
proper discharge of their dnties they shall forfeit aund pay—
for neglecting to serve a precept in an ordinary action of
debt, ten dollars ;—und for neglecting to attempt to pacity
any breach of the the peace, or to arrest persons violating the
peace they shall be fined at {le discretion of any tribanal

“having cognizance of such malversation in office, according
to the m'lgm!;ud# of the offences.
7. That any commissioned or nop commissioned cfficer, or
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other person who shall go beyond the limits of the town
where he resides, and hy force and arms, or threats, inter-
rupt, interfere with, or injure the natives unless acting un-
der the immediate anthority of the Ixecutiva power, shall
be amerced in a sum of nctless thanone hundred doliars,
and in defanlt of paymenc shall be imprisoned two years.

8. Any Cierk or Register who shall fail or neglect to note
according to law, all wills and testaments, record inventories,
accounis of sales, and acecounts current, ot Executors, Admin-
istrators and Guardians, within 50 days after their probate
or report, shall be liable to indictinent in any court of record
of the county, and on convietion, fined at the discretion of
the court =

9, Ail oficers not named in the preceding sections, and
for whose trial no laws Dave been made, may be prosécuted
before the Court of Qoarter Sessions, and on convietion of vi-
olation of duty—shall be liable to e displaced from office
by the Executive, and subjected to such fines and penal-
ties as such eourt may impose.

0 -
ARTICLE XI.
AN ACT REQUIRING PUBLIC OFFICERS TO RENEW THEIR BONDS.

It is Fnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
_of the Republic of Liberia in Legisiature Assemblew :—

1, That all public officers, whose dﬂtF’ it shall be to give
bond and security, for the taithtnl reriormance ot the services
required of them, shall ab the First term of the Court of
Quarter Sessious occurring atter the first day of January in
each year, rencw their bonds, apd give if required increased
security therecn, which bonds shall be filed and made matter
of record in said court.

o

ARTICLE XII

AN ACT CONCERNING APPRENTICES.
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S
ﬂrehsm. illegitimate and vagrant ehildren pay be apprenticed by the
Probate Court; duties and respousibiltios of masters & —parents and

guardians may apprentice child or ward . .ooiviereieseisinnnin s 1
Conrts of Quarter Sessions guardians of APPIEOtICEs couern vveerorrroo ., by

Recaptured Africans may be bound, and how

1t is Enacted by the Senate and House of Fepresentatives of the
Reepublic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled: —

1. That the Probate Courts shall have the anthority to
bind out as an apprentice, every orphan child, who has
uo estate, and also every illegitimate and vagrant child,
until the age of twenty one years, if a ooy, or eighteen
vears if a girl, to any diserect person, applying tor, or
willing to receive, such child. Said master or mistress
s0 reveiving said apprentice, shall covenaut to teach
said child the art, trade or eraft which he or she may follow,
and also to instruet, or cause to be instructed said ap-
prentice in reading, writing and arithmetic. Aud also to
pay to said apprentice at the expivation of his or her
time, the sum of twelve dollars. Al which  stipulation
and covenants, together with the age of the apprentice
at the date of the Indenture, sball be inserted therein.
Any parent or guardian way bind his or her child or
ward according to the above provisions or on such other
terms  as may be agrecd upon by the parties contracting,
The indeunture shall be authenticated by the pames and
seals ol parties contracting and shall i ten davs from its
date and execution, be deposited in the office of 1he Clerk of
the Probate Court, of the County in which the apprentice
resides, uunder a penalty of twenty one dollars, No sach in-
dentures shall be transferable except by and with the con-
sent of the Probate Court.

2. The Court of Qnarter Sessions shall at a1l times hear
and determine in a summary way, all complaints of ap-
preutices azainst their masters and mistresses, alleging
nndeserved or immoderate correction—insuflicient allow-
ance of food clothing, lodging ¢v instruction: shall make
stuch order thereoh as in its jndgment; the neeessity ot
the case may require: and mway if in its jndgment, it
thinks fit, revoke the indentute and bind the apprentice to
sowe other person for the unexpired term of the original in-
denture. The said court shall in like manver hear and dis-
pose of all eomplaints of masters or mistresses against
their apprentices for misconduct or desertion without
good cause. Any Justice of the peace is authorized
when the coart is not in session, on receiving good in-
formation of the improper treatment of auny apprentice,
to summon the master or mistress to appear before
him; and .shonld ‘the cirenmstances of the case demand
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it, he may require the master or mistress to enter into :
recogniziiice to appear before the next session of the
Court ot Quurter messjons, to abide the deferiaination of
sald eourt in the ease. Should the master or misiress
fail to euter into sand recognizance witn suicient sarety
to appear as aforesaid—the Justice of the peaece shall
place said apprentice under the care of some suitable
person, whose duaty it shall be to bave the said ajpren-
tice betore the court as atoresand ab its next session.

3. That DBeecaptaoved Africans landed here under the
operation and authority ot the laws and treaties of this
Repablie, may be appreuticed to citizens of this Republice
under the following regulations: males under the age of
fonrteen years shall be bouud until they attain the age of
twenty  one  yYears—over  iourteen years—for a term of
s:oven yearsy females under the age of eleven years, shall
be bound vutil they shall attain the age of  eighteen
vears—those over eleven years shall be bound for seven
veais, Al persons to whom  such recaptives shall be
‘bound shall give annually to every maie thus boand,
three shivts, three pairs ol trousers, one jackes, and one
hat or ecap: Givls aud  woimen saall be soitably and
decently elothed. Al snch apprentices shall be  kindly
and homanely freated, and all proper diligence shall be
required of those to whom they may be bound, to instil
into them the prineiples, and to initiate them into the
habits of, civilized life.

PUBLIC DOMAIN,
ARTICLE L

OF COUNTIES, aND REGULATING TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

WHEREAS it is of the utmost importance to the peace, har-
mony, friendly intercourse, and smicable relation of nations,
that the riehts of each should be c¢learly ascertained and de-
fined ; and whereas serious inconveniences .may arise from the
extension of jurisdiction over territory,over which a rightful
claim has not been ssserted, and recognized ; and whereas a
comnion interest demands that all ncedless and unreasonable
tmpediments be removed from the free operations of a lawful
comnmerce : Aud whereas 1t 1= among the attributes of sover-
eignty and independence to preseribe regunlations for the gov-
eroment, of the conduct of all persons coming within its ter-
itorial jurisdicticn ; and wkherces the people of the Republie
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of Liberia, have at different times, for good and adequate pe-
cuniary consideration, purchased from the gpative proprietors
of the voil, the line of ceast from Shebar on the Noith West,
to Grand Cesters on the South East : A féw jnconsiderable in-
termediate points only excepted, and of these some are secur-
ed by pre-einptive treaties; And whereas szid native propri-
etors have not only ceded to this Republic their property in
the soil originailly owned by tham, but vielded up to this Re-
public all and every species of political ascendancy and sov-
eignty over thesame : Therefore, in order to accomplish the
laudable purpose stated above, as well as being moved theroto
by other good and suflicient reasons ; W the Eepresentatives
of the People of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature As-
sembled, in virtue of the purchases and treaties made as above
stated, do hiereby declare the following to be the Territorial
Boundary of this Republic: To wir ;—

A line commencing at the mouth of the Shebar river on the
North West, running Northerly abcat forty miles—thence
running Easterly fo the inner or intericr fronuier boundary of
the Gallinas section of the Vey, tribes ; thence along said line
of separation of the territory of the Vey, from thai of the in-
terlor tribes, untii it strikes the Northern Louadary of the
Millsburg purchase ; thence along the North Eastern boundary
of the Millsburg purchase, and through the tract o. country
lying between the suid Millsburg purchase andJunk, until it
strikes the Northern angle of the purchase of Junk territory,
thence along the interior boundary of the purchase from Bassa
to the 3t, John’s River ; thence across the St. John's and along
the interior boundary of the territory of the Atlantic tribes
from whom the purchazes were made, until it reaches the South
Fastern front of the Grand Cesters territory, thence in a
South Westerly direction to the ocean z° Grand Cesters in 4
degrees 39 minutes north latitude ; and 8 degrecs 5 minutes
west longitude being a mean parallel distance from the ocean
of forty five miles : thence along the sea coast in a North
Westerly direction to the place of commencerent, inclu-
ding all rivers, harbors, bays, islands and snch o distance out
in the ocean 25is determined by the law of nations, to be just
and proper in such cases, or as securily, protection and a
wholesome jurisdiction may demand.

iy
L®

DEFINING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SEVERAL COUNTIES OF
] THE REPUBLIC,.

Seert oN 1, That the Northwestan boundary of the Re-
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ublie of Liberia is. and shall be the Nortliwestern houndary of
the Connty of Moutserrado ; and that the Southern Eastern
boundary of suid counvy shall be a line one mile to the South Xast
of the Southern Eastern bank of the main branh of Junk
River and running parallel with saidd river back into the in-

terior,

2. The boundary of the County of Grand Bassaon the
Northwest shall be the Soath Fastern boundary of the County
of Montserrado : and the Centre of Sanquin Biver shall be the
South Eastern boandary of Grand Bassa Counnty. .

3. The County of Sinoe shall extend on the North West to
the South Eastern boundary of the County of Grand Bussa and
on the South Kast it shall reach to the South Eastern boundary
of the Republic.

ARTICLE IIL

INCORPORATING, BOUNDING, AND REGULATING COUNTIES
AN TOWNS.

SecrioN 1. Each county shall be divded into Towusbips of
not more than eight miles square, until otherwise more aceu-
rately deficed by law: Provided that when there is not the
spau;& of eight miles between any two setilements—then hall
the distance whatever it may be, shall limit cach township.

2. The several Townships shall be bodies corporate, and as
such——may sue and be sued—take and hold real and personal
property for the benefit of the Township—make and fulfil con-
tracts, and levy all such taxesas may be necessary for township
purposes.

3. The corporate powers of the several counties shall be ex-
ercised by three Commissioners apvointed in each county,
whose duty it shall be, to have the care of the buildings and
other property of their respective countlei—exercise a general
supervision over prisons, poor houses and asylums—examine
into the state of roads and bridges—detcrmine whag expendi-
tures are needed for the erection iaprovement and care of
the same, and recommend to the Uresident the appropriation
of such sums as may Dbe necessary, ous of the funds of said
county :—And the Commissioners shail further have power
whenever the necessities of the case require, to levy and collect
such taxes as may be required towards paying the expenses of
Government.

4. That all monies arising from licenses under the first and
second sections of the eighth Article of the Act regulating Nav -
igation, Comnerce and Revenue be, and the same are Eerehy
granied {o the anthorities of the townsand villages in which
said amounts shall be raised to be expended for County and
town purposes, It is hereby made the duty of the Treasurer
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and sub-treasurers of the several Countiesto furnish the au-
thocities of skl towns and villages, with an arcount of the
sums so paid in : and on presentation of the said acconat to the
President, he is hereby anthorized and requested o draw on
the Treasurer or sub-treasurer respectively, for the same : to
be applied 1o the Improvement of  their respective Towns and
villages.

5. That where there are no Jocal authorities, the President
be, and he is  hereby authorized and requested o appoint
somne suitable person or persons to  receive the amount of the
apportionment which may be due to said town or village, and
to carry out the provisions of this and the preceding scetiona.

6. 'The Treasurer of the County shall receive and keep suli-
ject to order of the Commizsioners all the monies of the Coun-
ty.—and make fuil quarterly report to them of his Jdoings.
e shall keep an aceount of all receipte and  disbursements,
subject at ali times to the inspection of the Comimissionsers 1—
Shalt keep separate accounts of monies received for the Come-
monwcalth § 1st, For licenses : 2d, {or wilitary fines ; and 34
Commonwealth taxes, &e. &e. Ant for his services, he ahal
recelve a per-cen-tum, not to exceed twenty on all monjes
veceived and paid by him—the rate per-centun to be determined
by the Commissioners,

e —) e

ARTICULE 1V.

PERTAINING TO THE APPORTIONMENT AND IMPROVEMENT
OF LANDS.

SecT10x 1. Each settler on his arrival in this Republic ig
entitled to draw a town lot or a plantation, for which the Pres.
ident shall give bim a certificate  specifying the number and
the time of drawing. Ifa town lot be drawn it is reguired,
that a bouse of suflicient size to accominodate all the family of
the projrictor, and built of stone,brick, or other substantial
materials and workmanship, or if frame or logs, weatherboard-
ed and roofed with tile, slate or shingles, be erected thereon,
and if completed in two years from the date of the certificate,
the drawer will be entitled to a fee simple deed. If a planta-
tion be drawn, and within two years two acres of land on said
plantation shail have been brought under cultivation, the cer-
tificate may be exchanged for a deed in fee simple.

2. 'That every married man shall have for himself a town
lot, or five acres of farm land, togethcr with two more for hig
wife and one for each child that may be with him—provided
always that no single family shall have more than ten aeres,
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3. That women not having husbands, immigrating to this
Republic with permission, and attached to no family besides
their own shall receive each a town lot, or twoacres of farm
lands on their own account, and one acre on account of each of
their children—and uomarried men of the age of twenty one
years arriving in the Repablic from abroad, or attaining their
majority while resident in the same, and having taken the oath
of allegiance, shall be admitted to draw and hold a bui!e.iir.g lot
or five acres of farm land on the same conditions as married
men. In case of marriage afterwards, such Person is to draw
on account of his family no additional lands, but shall be enti-
tled to hold whatever hLis wife may have previously drawn £
her own rights, or inherited from a former husband or other
person, provided she shall not have alienated such lands at the
time of her marriage,

4. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons, to cut
down or destroy any Palm Trees on lands, for which he or they
do not possess a fee simple title :—And that for every such of-
fence, he, she, or they, shall be subjected to a fine of five dol.
lars, recoverable before any Magistrate, for the use of the
party suiting for the same.  And all persons trespassing un
lands not their own, by cutting or removing timber or other
property, are liable to exemp!lry damages,

5. That no bargain, trausier, sale, deed or lease of lands,
by or with the grantee ol lands for the same, before a le.
gal and complete title in fee simple has been obtained, shall
be valid or lawfal. The imperfeet rightin lands acquired
by the draft of the  same, shall, in the event of the decease
or expulsion of the drawer before the expiration of the pro-
bationary term, descend to bis or her heirg in the Republic.

6. That every proprietor of farm lands is required to keep
erected, at the angles of the same, posts 6 inches square at
top, to stand 2 feet above ground and be planted 1x inches
deep.

The penalty of one dollar for each post not so. erected to go
to any person sueing for the same,

0

ARTICLE V,

FOR REGULATING TOWNS AND VILLAGES;

1. Thal whenever there exists an excess of under brush
or noxious weeds to the injury of persous living contiguous,
IDjuring or in.conveniencing them either in their Ways, prop-
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erty or health—it shall be the duty of persons uggrieved
thereby, to make a representation of such nuisance to the
Commissioners, under the 8th section of “An Aect incorpo-
rating, bounding and regulating counties and towns,” whose
duty it shall then be, to publicly advertise, for thirty days,
the owner or owners thereof to clear away and remove the
nuisanee complained of—and shounld such nuisance still re-
main after snch notice, then said cowmissioners shall adver-
tise at two of the most public places in the township for the
space of ten days, at the end of whick time the work neces.
sary for the removal of such ruisance, shall be let to the
lowest bidder who shall be paid, for removing such nui-
sance from, any funds of the Township, _ :

2. That the owners of property thus incumbered shall be
allowed one year frem date of such inenmbrance for the
repayment of the sum expended in clearing the same—they
paying an advanee of 33 § per cent on the sum so paid ont.
And should they fail or neglect to pay the same, at or be-
fora the expiratien of one year, then, after forty days’ pub-
lic notice in one ot the news papers published in Monrovia,
the same shall be sold or such portion tihereof, as shull be
necessary to repay the township with the advance and cost
chargeable thereon : Provided alwaysthat the property of
minors having no guardian shall not be sold before the ex-
piration of one year from the time of their arrival at the age
of twenty one years.

3. That every holder of a building or town lot, shall
put a sufficient fence around one half of the same, on the
parts contiguous to his next neighbours. Citizens injured
or liable to injury from his neglect to make such fence,
mav apply to the Commissioners aforesaid, who are to warn
the delinquent to construct such fence Wwithin a reasonable
and specified number of days. In case of negleet, the de-
linquent isto be again warned to comnlete the same within
ten days thereafter. At the expiration of this last ten days,
tho orignal complainant is authorized to cause the fenee to
be made ; submitting his bill for the same, to the Commis-
sioners, who are to revise, and, if reasonable, allow it. On
thi= bill, any Magistrate applied to, is fo issne cxecution,
conrmanding the constable tolevy on the dd¢!ngurent’s per-
sonal estate and raise the money for jadgment and cos)
within thirty days.

4., That there shall be atown meeting, under the direc-
tion of the Magistrates, held in each township aunually on
the first Tuesday in October for the purpose of levying snch
taxcs as may be necessary for township purposes. And tur-
ther to appoint ome Treasurer aud three overseers of
Police—the last to keep the roads and streets in orvder, and
guzrd the ingress of natives on the Sabbath day ana pre-
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‘vent the desecration of the same by colonists ;—And for
the proper ordering of the streets it shall be their duty,
and the oversears uro anthorized to snmmon all male in-
Lhabitants, from the age of sixteen to Bixty years, by notify-
ing them three days before each working day (not to execeed
tweive workiug daysin each year,)) to assemble and clear
ont the streets—persons thas notified shall either in per-
son or by substitute apply themselves to the work aforesaid,
or pay the sum of one dollar for each day tley fail to com-
ply with sach requisition, recoverable with the eosts aceru-
ing by summons before any magistrate, tor the use of tle
township. | | \

b. That should any of the officers appointed under, and

named in. this Aect, fail of their prescribed duty, he or they
shall be severally fined, in a sum of not less than one dollar,
nor more than five dollars recoverable for the use of the
township on complaint before any Justice’s Court.
_ 6. That if any individual or individuals be found druni:
i the streets of any of the towns of this Republic, he, she,
or they, shall be taken immediately and confined in jail un -
til he, she, or they become sober. ' :

ﬂ ¥
ARTICLE VI

AN ACT REGULATING THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS &o-

SEC.
Land Comssioners—His duties—Pnblie lands surveyed before being
JSold—at what time sale of—Repoi't guarterly to Sécretary of

PE&S"-'I‘}',"-- PR s smn mrr e R RS ARl e e FEERAS A AR AR SRR AR s e e ey FREAR A EE :i
Copy of Burveyors Cortificate t6 be given to  purchaser—Land com-

‘.I'!Il‘.i..-zii.-'_‘-‘l']#-*ﬁ-_; -i"'.":.i -.'. W [‘U“E‘ﬂt-ﬁl]... Rt -.-l--' 'l'l'll-lll-.l-tt--un.---"o.s......._.,_.,.... ‘,3
Monies poid (nte publiec Treasury—minimom prices of lands...... 3

di 45 Fnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Hepubliic of iaberia in Leégislature Assembled :—

muction 4. That there shaill be appointed in each of the
Counties of (his Repnblic, one person to be called Land
Cominissivuer, whose duty shall be to effect the sale of pub-
lic lands. Auy citizen expressing to him a desire to pur-
chase a lot or parcel of publie lands, (excepting such as may
be reserved lor public use) he shall forthwith bave the said
lot or parcel of lund so desired, surveyed at the expiense o
the goverument, 0 as to give the precise number, sitnation
and the boundaries before ofiering it for sale, and upon his
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receiving the Surveyors certificate describing the bound-
aries, number &e, of said land, he shall on the first day of
the term of the Court of Quarter Sessions, when it is not in
session offer at public anction in front the Court “House,”
the lot, or parcel of land so desired and surveyed. He shall
file in his office all certificates received by him from the Sar-
veyor of lands surveyed by him. and keep a correet aceount
in a book furnished for the purpose of all lands sold, and re-
port quarterly to ihe Secretary ni the Treasury. And shall
receive five per cent to be pdnl by the government on all
sales of land effected by luim,

2. That the Land {ommissicner ghall give to the
purchaser of lands a copy of the Surveyor’s certificate,
endorsing on the back of it the date on which the land
was sold, and tae amount {for which it was sold., The
purchaser on receiving said certificate shall pay into the
Treasury, within uinety days, the fuil amount for land
so purchased, and take the Treasunrer’s reeeipt for the
same, and present the same fto the Land Commissicner,
And should the purchaser fail to comply, the sale shall
be null and void. And in ali such cases the person
shall be respousible to the Land Commissioner for the
amount of his percentage on sales, and on his failing
to pay the same, it may be recovered in an aection of
debt before any Justice of the Peace or any Court
having jurisdiction in the case.

3. That the Land tommissioner on receiving the
Treasurer’s receipt for moneys paid. in for lands sold,
shall forthwith grant the purchaser a certificute addressed
to the Register, certiiying that he bad complied with
the Jaw in the purchase of a lot or parcel of land as
duscribed by the Surveyors certificate, a copy ot the same
thereto annexed, and that he is entiticd 1o a deed for
the same, for which ecertificate he shail puy twen y five
cents. All Jands surveyed and offered ar  aunction and
not sold may be sold by the Land Commissioner at
private sale, payment to be made the same as land
sold at auction, provided it is notsold below the mini-
mum prices of land. The minimom prices of land Iying
on the margin of rivers, shall be oune dollar an acre,
and those lying m the inferior of the lands ou the
vivers Fifty cents. Town lots cach shall be Thirty dollais,
except marshy, rocky and barren lois znd plots of laml
which may be sold to the Lighest bidder.

4. That it shall be the du.r of the Registrar, on receiv-
ing the certificate of the !und Cﬁmmissimmr with a
copy of the Surveyor’s certificate descriling the number
deed and  boundaries of lanid, anncxed, immediately
to fill up adeed with the number of acres, *unnher of lot
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and boundaries &e, as per Surveyor’s certificate, counter-
signing the same as being executed on the authority
of the Land Commissioner’s certificate with the day and
date so execnted, and deliver the same over to the puarch-
aser, lie paying for the same. The Register shall file
all certificates »nd shall transmit them semi-annually to
the Secretary of State. He shall be allowed the usual
fees for making out and recording deeds, Tt being hereby
tiate the duty of each Register when called upon to reeord
deeds for lands gold in his O 3

It tor the purpose. The Presiderit is hereby
and requested (o lodge in the hands of the Register of
each County a suflicient number of blank deeds for lands,
to be filled up by the Hegister according to the 4th,
Section of this Act.

5. That the President is liereby authorized and requested
to have drawn up at as carly a date as possible so as to
be extended a correct plot, where there is none, of each
Town and Village, or Settlement, in the several Counties
of this Republic, where lands are being drawn or sold,
and a copy of each plot of the different Towns, Villages
or Settlements in the respeetive Counties, be placed in
the office of the Land Commissioner. and also in the
office of the Register who shall note ¢n  the plot deposit
in his office, all land disposed of by the government for

. which he gave decids. or otherwise coming under his notice,
and to whom conveyed. 1t shall be the duty of the Land
Commissioner to_unote ‘on the plot deposit in his office
all land sold, by him and to whom sold, and of all lands
reported by the Surveyors. The Land Commissioner shall
be held respousible for any damage sustained by any
person or person from mismanagement or neglect of the
duties of his office: And further any law conflicting with
this Aet be, and the same is hereby repealed.

i
L

ARTICLE VII

» AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF SURVEYORS FOR
EACH COUNTY, AND DEFINING THEIR DUTIES

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Republic of Liberia in Legistature Assembled: —

Srerron 1. That immediately after the passage of this Act,
b, there shall be appointed in ¢ach of the Counties of this Repub-

lic Surveyors of Public lznde 1ar their respeetive Counties, as
follows : For Montzerrade County, there shall be three Sur-
veyors appointed ; for Grand Bassa County, there shall be two
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‘appointed ; and for Sinoe County there shall be two appointed
‘each one being responsible for his owu acts ; and upon dispute#
arising between two Surveyors as to the correctness of surve
of any plot or plots of land surveyed separately by them, the
question shall be determined by the decision of two Survey-
ors agreeing—and where there are not three Surveyors, the

Land Comnnissioner may be associzted to determine the ques-

tion. - L

2. It shall be the duty of said Surveyors, separately or joint-
lv when calied upon in their respective Counties, to surve

Public lands drawn by emigrants or others to whom lands

may be apportioned, by the order of the President or of whom-

soever he may appoint to issuc such ovders in the several
Counties of this' Republie. Public lands to be sold at public
quetion to be surveyed at the order of the Land Commissioner.

3. All land shall be surveyed so as to give its situtation, the

number of lot or parcel of land as it may be, the boundaries,
the four corners or angles and the nnmber of acres. The Sur-
veyor shall give to the party concerned in the survey a certif-
cate describing the situation, the number, the boundaries, the
corners and quantity, and receive from thesaid party a re-
ceipt endorsed by the Commissioner of public  lands stating
that to their knowledge or belief as-the case may  be, said lot
or parcel of land deseribing the same, had been surveyed and
a certificate of the same received ; upon said receipt the' Sur-
veyor shall be entitled to pay lor his services at rates as follows:

For each ten acre plot surveyed ay any one time to order, not-

exceeding five plots, Three dollars : For each tenaere plot Sur-

veved in like manner not exceeding ten mnor less than six plots, -

Two dollarsand fifty cents .For each ten acer plot not exceeding

twenty, nor less than eleven plots: Two dollars and twenty live.

cents: For every ten acre plot over twenty plots, Two
dollars, and for every “lown lot surveyed,:One dollar. It
shall be the duty of the Surveyor to report to the Land Com-
missioners of all public lands surveyed by him, to the order of
the President for emigrauts or othors, giving their situation
boundaries &ec. and to extend on the 1’lot deposited in the Land

Ll

Commissioners office, as additional surveys are made, and shall -
receive from the government twelve and a half cents for each -

ten acre block up to four atany one time extended on the
plot, and five and upwards at any one time ten cents per block,

and for town lots six and a quarter cents up to four, and five-

and npwards extended at any one time, fivecents each. The said
Land Commissioner shall examine said plots by comparing them
with the field notes, and if found correct shall endorse the
receipt for survey, certifying on the same that the block had
been ploted, on which the Surveyor shall reseive his pay.

‘4. Any Surveyor or Surveyois iraudulently obtaining a
receipt from any yacty on a false certicate when the lands as
stated in the certificate, had not been surveyedaccording to law,

w®
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apon conviction of the same before any Conrt having jurisdie-
tion in the case, he shall be fined in a sum of not less than Fifi v
dollars nor more than One Hundred dollars and dismissed
from oflice. . o R ol e s

. 5. That any law conflicting with this act be, and the same
18 hereby repealed.

ARTICLE I.
AN ACT RELATING TO TREATIES.

i Xt is enacted by;the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Bepublic of Liberia in. Legislature Assembled,—

+ SeerioNy 1. Thatlin all cases of treaties to be made, of which
this Government shall be a party, ihe President may appoint
Commjssioners, who may be clothed with the necessary pow-
er, and held bound to depart in nowise from their instruction—.
And all treaties, whereof the Republic is one of the contracting
parties, shall, from the date of their publication, become laws :
And offenders against their provisions shall be punished in pur-
suance of judicial sentence.

. 2. That in all treaties and negotations with the smrroun-
ding Headmen or Chiefs of native tribes forjland, the settling.
of questions of boundary. or for the extension of territory, a
fair and complete understanding shall be had and obtained,,
and proper. instruments of writing shall be had and made,
fully expressing the whole subject matter of agreement or
arrangemepts. made, and entered into—the full amount paid
38 the consideration of a2ny bargain, or for any purchase-
made together with the real signatures of all concerned in the
transaction ;—And no Chiel: or Head-men, the proprietors.
of any lands shall by either force or fraud, be brought to-
accede to measures—uor shall any construction by implica-
tion be given to words, or action be employed to deprive.
them of their rightsin any respect, and more especially with,

regard to lands when t ey signify an unwillingness to deal

in the way of pacific negotiation.

' ARTICLE L
AN ACT DEFINING USURY,

-

s AT s i
Tt is Enacted by t&s Senate and House of Representatives

e i S e e e S -
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of the Republie of Liberia in Legislature Assembled » —

SeEcTioN 1. That any interest charged in this Repub-
lie bigher than ten percentuin, pov aunum, shall be consider-
ed usury; and any person or persons gnilty of charging
more than ten percentnm per annum on any amounts which
may be due him or them, shall forteit the whole prineipal
and interest to go to toe use of the Kepublie,

2. In cases of open accounts, or biils of {exchange, or
other bonds or ob'igations for money due, where there
shall be no expressed agreement as to the rate of interest,
the creditor shall have the right to charge six percentum
per annnin and no more ;—nevertheless it shall be the priv-
ilege of any and all personsin making contract when the
payment of money is invoved, to charge as high an in-
terest as ten percentum per aunom, which shall be bind-
ing apon the grantee if originally ngreed to by both par-
ties when the contract was made.

3. Offences agaiust this act shall be deemed misdemean.
ory and  shall be prosecated as such, upon ‘information, be-
fore the court of monthly Session.

=]

ARTICLE L

AN ACT ANNULLING AND FORBIDDING A STATUTE OF LIMITA-

Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in? Legislature
Assembled and is hereby enacted by authority of the same:—

That the aect fixing a Limitation in bar of the recovery of
claims in this Commonwealth, be, and the same is hereby
repealed ; and that no such law, statute or ordinance shail
be of force previously to the year 1850.

Be it Emacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature As-
sembled and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same :—

_ That the act passed September 1839 “annulling the act fix.
ing a limitation in the bar of the recovery of claims in the
Commonwealth,” be, and the same is hereby repealed.
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ARTICLE L

AN ACT DEFINING PIRACY.

SEC.
Punighment of piracy .o oo, e e s B R T vien ks 1
Pefinition of PITACE - coe--mome oo an st sttt aaaias 2
Accessories before the fact—and purishment. oo e Lol L Pt
Robbery eosamitied on shore by pira®cs. i, 4
President empowered to antharize the seizure of pirabed . niaa g i
Proceeds of condemnad piratieal vessels how disposedof ... ..., 6
Commanders of armed vessels anthorized to capinve pirafes. ... 7
Other Acts constituling Piraey . ..o oo maavarr e - e 10
Cases in which pecuviary penalty may be inflicteden e oon a1

It is Enacted by the Sencte and House of Representatives of
the Kepublic of Literia in Legislature Assembled :—

i. 'That all oSences denominated by the laws piracy, and
which would, by the law of nations be punishable with death,
shall be punishable in this Republic by imprisonment for life,
excepting such offences as may be specified by the Legislature
and the pains and penalties thereof speciully defined by law.

2. [f any person or persons shall commit upon the high
seas, or in any open road-stead, harbor, bay, or river within
the jurisdiction of this Republie, murder, or the erime of rob-
bery in, or upon any vessel, or upon the oflicers, crew or pas.
sengers, on the landing thereof ; or if any captain or mariner
of any such vessel sholl piratically and feloniously run away
with such veasel, or shall voluntarily yield np such vessel toa
pirate, every such offénder shall be deemed, taken and adjudged
tobe a pirate and felon, and being thereof convicted before
any court of competent jurisdiction shall suffer the penalty
attached to the erime of piracy.

3. Every person who shall, either upon the land or sea,
knowingly, and willingly, aid and assist, procure, command,
council, or advise any person, to do, or commit, any murder
or robbery, or other act, as piracy aforesaid, and such person
ghall do or i:ﬂm:rﬂit. any such piracy or roubery, then every
such person, 5o aiding, assisting, commanding or counselling
as the case may be, 18 herehy declared, deemed, and adjudged
to be accessory to sueh piracies before the fact, and beng
‘thereof convicted before & competent tribunal, shali suffer im-
prisonment {or life.

4, If any person engaged in any piratical cruise or enter-
prise, or being of the erew, or ship’s company of any piraticsl
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vessel, shall land front such vessel, and on shore commit rob+
bery, such person shall be adjudged a pirate, and on convic-
tion thereof before a competent tribunal shall suffer the pen-
alty attached to the erime of piracy.

5. The President of this Republic is authorized to instruct
the commander of any armed vessel of the Republic to sub-
due, seize, take, and send into any port of this Republic, any
armed vessel or boat, or any vessel or boat, the erew whereof
shall bearmed, and which shall have attempted or committed
any piratical aggression, search, restraint, depredation or seiz-
are upon any vessel of this Republic or the citizens thereof,
and also to retake any Liberian vessel which may have been
unlawfully captured upon the high seas.

6. Whenever any vessel or boat, from which any piratical
aggression, search, restraint, depredation or seizure shall have
been attempted or made, shall be captured and brought into

~any port of this Republie, the same having been condemned
by due process and trial in any court havirg jurisdiction in
admiralty cases, she shall be adjudged to be sold, and the pro-
ceeds thereofto go, one meiety to the Republie, the other
tothe captor. And the court so condemning is hereby authoriz-
ed to decree the sale and distribution accordingly.

7. The commanders of armed vessels of this Republic
knowing any vessel or vessels to have committed any of the
crimes above specified, are hereby authorized to pursue, take
and detain said vessels and the crew thereof, and carry them
inte the port lying next to the place of capture to be dealt with
according to law. i

8. Any person or persons who shall make forcibie entry on
hoard any vessel within the jurisdiction of this Republie, for
the purpose of robbery, or molestation of the erew or passen-

ers, or other persons on board said vessel, or who who shall
unlawfully hinder, detain, or restrain said vessel from proceed-
ing on her destined course, all such persons so foreibly entering
upon, hindering, detaining or restraining shall be deemed guilty
of piracy, and upon conviction thereof beforc a eompetent tri-
bunal, shall suffer the pains and penaltics attached to the
crimes of piraey.

9. Any person or person who shall go along side any ves-
sel within the jurisdiction of this Republic, or enter thereon,
and take therefrom by force,any portion of the ecargo, tackle,
apparel or furniture of said vessel : or shall cut, injure, orin
any manner damage any portion of the cargo, tackle, apparel,
furniture, or hull of said vessel, all such persons shall be deem-
ed guilty of piracy.

10. Any person on board of one vessel who shall fire a
shot or discharge any deadly weapon in and upon any other
vessel, snch person E?lﬂn be deemed guilty ol piracy. Never-
theless, should such act be done in defence of said vessel, her
eargo, or the persons on hoard, such fact may be pleaded on



WRECKS. 147

trial, and should it bLe established, such act shall not be deem-
ed piracy.

11. Inecases of convietion in any of the courts of this He-
public of any of those erimes denominated by thelaws piracy
to which no speeifie penalty has been assigned, and in which
murder has not been committed; the penalty shall be a fioe
of not less than five hundred dollars, nor more than three
thousand dollars: and in default of payment, imprisonment
for a term of five years but in those cases in whieh mur-
der has been committed, the penalty shall be imprisons
ment for life.

e aagni
ARTICLE 1.
AN ACT TO REGULATE PROCEEDINGS IN CASES OF WRECKS &e.

BE® .

Property found to be delivered to Colleetor—how disposed ofie........ 1
Disagreement as to value, recourse to arbitration &e..cooovvvenin @ 3
Pamﬁt:( for refusing or neglecting to surrender such property........... 4
Forfeiture of Collector for neglect of duty in such cases.............ooiee @

1t is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled,

1. That whenever boats, goods or property of any kind,
having been wrecked or lost, is found, it shall be the duty of
the finder, to deliver'the same into the custody of the Collector
or his Deputy, who shall give notice by public advertisement
thereof, for ten days, in the neighborhood of those supposed
to be concerned : after which time unless application be soon-
er made on the part of the owner or owners of the said prop-
erty, the Collector shall proceed to sell the same to the high-
est bidder, and after deducting his commission with the salv-
age hereinafter specified, shall pay over the balance into the
Treasury of this Republic. DBut should an owner appear to
claim the said property, he shall be required to pay salvage of
one fourth the value of the articles so found to be paid or
gecured to the finder.

2. That whenever the Collector as aforesaid, and the own-
er of wrecked or lost property, shall disagree as to the value
to be fixed on any article under the circumstances ahove
mentioned, then itshall be the duty of the parties to have re-
course to arbitration, according to the rules and customs for
the government of such proceedings.

3. That upon the decision of the arbitration aforesaid,
should the owner or owners be unwilling, or fail to secure to
those concerned, a ratable proportion of the value so tixed, then
ke, the said Collector, shall proceed to sell the same for ready
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money to the highest bidder, and after deducting for himself
the usual cowmission of his office, hie shall pay over to the par-
$ cs concerned. such proportion as shall accrue 1o them on the
products of the &

4. That should any person finding or picking up any wreek-
ed or drifted property, fail, or veluse {0 rubmit to the proceed-
mgs above preseribed, his elaims as finder, or any other per-
gon for him, shall be abrogated—and Leshall furthier be liable
to be proceeded against as in cascs of [elouy, and upon convie-
tion, shall suffer the same penaltios ss for any other Act of
larceny according to the magnitude of the offence. ; ;

5. That should the Coliector, cr kis IDieputies fail to fulfil
the dutics resting upon him in making the vroper disposal of
effects 80 coming into his hands himself or bis securities shall
pay to the parties aggrieved, double the value of such prop-
erty.

L

—0
ARTICLE L.

AN ACT TO REGULATYE THE MILITIA.

ORGANIZATION, IM3CITTLINE, PAY.

: AR
Who sehjeet . to millfary dnty oo i Al TG Lnadakvae i
Who RemBted. .l i o TR s Sh s e Sl kR T
Duty of the commander-n-Chicf to organize the miig®..... TS ek |
Officers  of  Dricade—Regimint—Company..onaas O N ik S |
Volunteer company to ha ehurtered ——how .o mieeimisisneressssni, B

Dauties of privates-non-gommisioned  oficers—Chartered  voluutee

§mpanics...... G e A A R R e R B s T R T ST -
Regimental  parades—when. ... . oo iimmamrsmmseie-coernnae. v
General orders—low issned—dnties of Brigade-Major. ... .o 8
Regimental courts-mactial—where and when held—how composed-—
jars definr—ay  of adintant oo ann. SR T

General court-martiai—where and whep—hald—how composed datiesr
of Brigade-Major —may appoint a elevk...... Ay rroaR L e
‘TFines arising under this act, how eellecied— by whowe (. owe i 11
Collection of fines may be  delayed for further hearing. .....conne. 12
Fines for neglect of duty- deficiency of equipment—~disorderly bLeha-

"l’iﬂl’.......-.. o sremnn e L sisapEnaE  FEEsdscERAEEE L

Persons eleeted to serve as offleers shall be examined and recommend ed

S R SRR BT o0 s s S 5 a2 T Anigies ek i snisnponinis insrgnpmnmganan weawn. 14
Pay when in aetnal service, and Al oW aATIOE. v s e S gy N Eo1h
Tactics—discipline and general regnlations when in netnal servige
—forms of proceeding = in conrts martial..eiiin s csseen, 16

It 1¢ Enacied by the Senate aud House of Representatives
“of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature A ssembled, -

1. That overy able bodied male citizen of this Republie be
tween the agesof 18 and 50, cxcept those hereina frer emumer
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ated, shall be enrolled in the Militia ; and that every male citi-
zen between the ages aforcgaid, shall be eonsidered “able bodied,
uniess he shall prodnce to the Commander of the Regiment a
certificate from a Phy<ician of s inability.

2, The followine nmzed persons shall be exempted from
doing military duty, exeept in cases of invasion or insurrection
or when the public exizency shali demand their services.

Members of the execative eabinet, and Judges of the Supreme
and Quarterly Conrte, Members of the Legislature and ordain-
ed Mmisters of the UGospel,—and persons regularly employed
on board the vessels of this Repubiie, as seamen or superear-
goes : and whether belonging 1o volunteer ormilitia companies
they shall be exempted when actually engaged in their eal-
ling, or nbout to go to sea on the days of muster, except such
as belong to volunteer comnpanies ; provided that person so
alaiming to be exempted shall register their names in the office
of the Clork of the County Court ; and on proof being far-
nished to the commander. of the Militia, that any persons or
persons =o registered, shall have been unemployed in his or
their ealling for three months at any one time, he or they
ghall be enrollsd and compelled to do military duty, the regis-
fration of his or their nanies as aforesaid, notwithstanding,
And jurtler provided, that every seamen and supereargo so
exempted, shall pay wonthly nto the bands of the county
Ireasarcr, of the county in which the port from which he
hails is gituited, the sum of twenty-five cents, to be accounted
for by the, Treasurer, and applied as the Legislature may di-
rect,

3. It shall be the daty of the Commander-in-chief to organ-
ize the militia of tl_}iﬁ Rol'nﬂ'}lic into one Brigade, to consist at
present f:-_f LWwo Rflg}ment.s, and ‘?:H $001 a8 may bv:, complete the
organization, by filling up the Brigade ;—Ps'fue.{(ed, howerver,
that it sball never embrace more than four Regiments, which
shail be as eqnal in point of numbers as circumstances will
allow —.1 nd provided that no new Regiment 1:41:.111 be formed
with less than rix companies or 10TTY men €ach.

4  There shall be one Brigadiec General, with one aid,
whose rank shall be that of CUaptain ; one Brigadier Inspector
with the rank of Major ; one Quarter master, & one Commiss-
arv with the rank of Captam. :

To each Regiment there shall be one Colonel, one L_leuten-
ant Colonel, one Major, one Surgeon with the raak of Lieuten-
ant, and two Sargeon’s mates with the rank of Knsign ; one
adjutant, one Quarter Master, and one Commissary with the
rank of Ist Licutenant ; one Sergeant Major, one Quarter-Mas-
ter Sergeant, and one Drum Major with the rank of first Sex-

eant : and to every company there shall be one Captain, two
Tieutenants, and one Ensign, four Sergeants four coporals,

and two Musicians.
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5. The Commaunder-in-ckief, shall grant a ~harter te any
body of men, as a volunteer company, when he shall have a
Roll of forty, rank and file, presented to him for that pur-
pose, which volunteer company, and such as are now charter-
ed, shall have the benefit of the fines acerueing from their com-
pany parades. The charter of ¢very such volunteer company,
shall speeify the duty of its members to arm and equip them-
velves tully, as hereinalter provided, and to hold themselves rea-
dv at all times when noiified, for actnal service as volunteers,
“6. BEvery private and non-commssioned officer in the line,
whether attached to volunteer companies or not, shall be bound
at all times to appear on parade with a good musket, bayonet
and cartridgebox ; and, when calied into actual service, with a
suitable knapsack—and every volunteer neglecting to comply
with or actually violating the provisions of its charter, shall be
formally cited by notice of at least 26 days, to show cause be-
fore the Commander-in-Chietf, why it should not be disbanded,
and if sufficient excuse is not rendered for such negleet or vi-
olation, the Commander-in-Chief may disband the company,
and institute proceedings against the officers of such company
before a Court-Martial—Provided always, that every volunteer
company shall be disbanded so soon as it 18 reduced below the
number of forty rank and file,

7. All generas! orders shall be issued by the Commander-in.
Chief, trrough one of his Aids—Dbrigade orders shall be dis-
tributed by tue Brigade Major, and regimental orders Ly the
Adjutant of each regiment. The Brigade Major, shall keep
a fair transeript ot all returns made to him, in a*bock, and
shall file all such returns in his office, and he shall make a full
report of the state of arms, and equipments throughout the
brigade within twenty days after each regimental parade,
to the Commander-1n-Chief.

8. The regimental Courts Martial shall be held "in each
eounty within twenty days after the Regimental parades,
and at such places uas the Commanding ofticer of the differ-
ent regiments may appoint. The court shall be composed
of the Commander ot the Begiment where it is held, and at
least with two other commissioned officers of the staft or
line, and not to exceed four, except in cases of magnitude,
when the commanding officer of the regiment may order
an extra number to be cited to compose the body, not to
exeeed eight. This court martial shall have coguizance of
all military oftences within its bounds committed by pri-
vates or officers belew the rank of Major; and may impose fines
and forfeitures incurred at regimental and company parades
and trom this court appeals may be had to the General
Court Martial. And further, it shall be the daty of the
Adjutant of each regiment to attend on all conrts-Martial,
to do all citation in person or by deputy, under the direc-
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tion of the commanding officer of the reziment: snd fur-
ther, he shall receive one dollar and twenty five cents per
day for each day he attends on the Comrt Martinl not ex
ceeding three days, which amount shall be paid out of
monies in the Treasury arising from: military fines.

9. There shall be one General Courr Martial held ac
Monrovia, or elsewhere within the Repuilic os the Comn-
mwander-in-Chief iay appoint on the sccond Woedeesday in
Jannary of each year. to be composed of o General and
two or more staff officers. This eourt shall Lave cooni-
zance of all military offences committed by un officer above
the rank of Captam, avd when a Geueral is to be tried, it
there is no General to preside, the Commander-in-Chiet shall
mwame what officer shall preside, daringe that session of the
gourt. The Brigade-Muajor shall attend on this court, do all
citation under the direction of the Commaunder-in Chief or
General, and from this court appeals may be had to the
Commancer in Chief. And further when a Court Martial is
convened, it shall be lawful for such court to appomt such
aperson as the members thereot may see fit, to act as elerk,
and the eclerk soappointed, shall receive n compensation for
his services in a sum uot exceeding oue dollar per day, to
ve paid out of the Treasury of the Republic from any mon.
eys arising from military fines. It shall be his daty to keep
1ecotrds of all the doings in the Conrt Martial under thie di-
rection of the presiding officer, he shall deliver a true, plain
and correct copy ot all the proceedings of the court, ap-
proved by the presiding officers, to the Commander-in Chict,
and receive from him a certificate acknowledging the same,
and ou presenting said certificate to the presiding officer,
he shall sign his bill for services rendered as elerk.

10. Al fines assesséd by virtne of the Military Act, shall
be collected by the Sherift of each connty or his deputy
and to enable him to make collection, he shall be present.
ed with a plain aud correct copy of the records of all such
fines approved by the Commander iu-Chief, for which he
shall give his receipt. Having collected such fines, he
shall deduct a commission of twelve pereentum and shail
account for, and pay over the residue iuto the jub-
lic Treasury within four months after the reception of the
records of fines in hand under the same penalties, and subject
to the same mode of recovery as prescribed by law. And
should any person or persons so charged with fine or fines
fail to make payments in three months after the Sherift
shall have demanded the amount of such fine or fines from
him or them, the Sherift is hereby authorized to make distress
and sale thereof to amount of the fine or fines so charged
against him or them. It also shall be lawful for the Sherif¥
to attach the effects or money of such delinguents in the
hands of any person, and it shall be lawful for such garnishee
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to satisfy and pay the amount duae on account of such fines;
but it he shall retuse or fail  to pay the said amonnt, it
shall be the duty of the Shevif 1o snmmon such garnizhee
before the nearest Justice of the Peace for sald county. in-
torming him the precise time he shall appear {:Hh;wiug
suflictent thme,) and if e shall appear, and on vath confess
that he bas, or had effects in his bhands, or stands or stood
indebted to soeh delingunent safficient to satsify in part or the
whole of sueh fine or fines at the time. or sinee thie attach-
ment was served on him or themn, or if he fails to appear at
the tme, it shall be lawind for the said Jdustice to award ex-
eention against such garmishee for the amoant thereof, or
so much as shall appear to be b hand with eost : provided
that betore  sueh Jusiiee  shail award  aun exeeution for
defanlt, he shall require an ocach that snel gurnishice was
duly iuformed of the time of sueh application.

11.  Any ofticer. pon-commissioned officer or private, who
having been fined by o Coars Martial, can make it appear
satistactorily 1o the presiding officer of the Conrt in which
the fine was assessed, that the fine was illegally  assessed
owing to ciraumstances in his ease, tiue presiding officer
may  grant hima new trial at the ensning coutt, mui delay
the colleetion of the fine until the ease be toriber deter-
mined, when the fine may be revoked or 1'1_%;-':"; a8 the
court may determine. In eachi ease the Sbedift shall be
notified by order from the presiding officer of the eourt to
delay -the eoileciion of any fine in question, and may again
order the eollection of any soneh fine, or mform him that
such fine has been revoked, which order from the presiding
officer shall be a lawful discharge to the Sherift for the a.
monnt of any such fine or fines in his hands ‘im coliection.

12, Any private failing to smtend parade when properly
notified, ghall be fined in a sum not less than one aund a
half, nor more than iive dollars—tor appeanug alier the
call of the Roll, not less than fifty ceuts, nov iore than

one dollar; tfor .11}111*41*11” without a gan, Ili‘ e8RS than
twenty ﬁte cents, nor no more than three dollncs, qod fop
any and every other article or arms, or equipme nt which
he shall appear without, not less than twenio uve cony,
nor more than two dollais. For every act of disor eiiy or
unsoldietlike conduet, a4 sum not less than one doliar, nor
more than ten dollis : and for any act of lisobidl nee, or
disrespeet to officers, wot less than two, nor more than lwen-
tv five dollars. Every non.com: missioned otlicer for any of
the above offences, shall be fived double the sum  imposed
upon a private, an. also be reduced to the ranks. Any of-
ficer failing to m];uuu o8 parade at any time when properly
warped, h].hl“ be fired i a snm not less than three doliars,
nor more than L\wn‘y aollars, tor not being present al the
eal: of the Roll, shall be fived ina sum not less than ong
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dollar wor move than two dollars ; and for failing to uniform
himselt according to law, and for any unofficerlike conduet
or disobedience to guperiors, may be fined in a sum not less
than twenty doliars, nor more than one hundred dollars, and
may be forther eashiered and redoaced to the ransks. And it
shall be the duty of every staff aud field officer, and every
commander of comparies, and allorderly sergeants to provide
lhl?“'lhﬁirﬁﬁ with o copy of the most :i['l].ll‘ﬁ'i‘ei.l work ou the
tactics and diseipiine of the United States Army.

13. Wlhenever any person is clected by his company to
any office, he shall be examined by a board of officers ap-
pointed by the President, and if found competent, he shall
be recommeunded by thew to be commissioned by the Pres-
ident. ‘The companies shall be ouly required to parade at
such times as are numed 1o their respectivie charters.

4. Whenever the mifitia, or any portion thereof, shall
be called into actual service, the pay of a private shall be
eight dollars per month, and a daily allowance of one pint.
and a half of rice, and a half pound of beef or their equiva-
lent inother wholsome provisions;—Corporals shall receive
ten dollars per month, :;hg fike rations with a private ! Ser-
geants shall receive fifteen dollars per month ; Ensigns and
Lieutenants ghall reccive seventeen dollars per month, and
two rations ; Captains sball receive twenty-two dollars per
month, and two rations; Majors thirty dollars per month, and
three rations; Lieutenant Colonels shail receive thirty-five dol-
lars per morth, aud three rations; Colonel thirty-eight dollars
er morth, and three rations ; Brigadier General forty dol-
Fars? and four raticns, =

15. The general tactics and diseipline of the militia~—the
pelicy and general regnlations when in actual service,—and
the forms of proceedings in courts martial, and all forms of
military process, order of reports, accounts and returns, shall
be the same as in the United States’ service,

<

ARTICLE II*

SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED AN ACT TO REGULATE THE
MILITIA.

; SEC
The time of monthly pardde.........veees. PR v P RS €13 | i
The days on which Regimental and Battalion parade shall take place,
hours of parade.,..ii-x--- ; S
Praves

= SR rme e - a

where Battalion pa-r's'n:'ié whall takaplace* IR
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How delinguents from parade shall be brought to trial.......ccossineve
How evidence shall be lakeu before Court Martial.. ... .veiveninn

o

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled : —

1, Thatfrom and after the passage of this act, the Mili-
tin eompanies of the several sectlements or townships of the
countics of Mesnrade, Grand Bassa and Sinoe, be aud the
commanders of tiee sune are hereby authorized and cow.-
manded to parade their respective companics in their sev.
eral settlements or townships on the first Saturday in every
second Month : viz, Febraary, April, June, Aungust. Octo-
ber, and December, accovding to law in such eases govern-
ing Volunteer companies. with all proper arms and am-
munitions as are by law made and provided Sneh moenths
excepted as are required by law for Battalion and General
parades.

2. That the day on which Regimental and Hattalion pa.
rades shall take place, skhall be on the first Friday in the
months of Febroary and Octobev.- and the homrs shall be
from nine o’clock to twelve A. M. and from two to four . M.

3. That the law requiriug the eitizens of the several
townships in the Conanty of Messurado, to come to Monro-
via in the monrths of February and Novewber to parade
shall be, so amended as to read that tie Regunental parudeé
shall take place in the Settlement ot Caldwell ln the Month
of Oectober, in the Town of Mourovia in the Menth ot Febrn
ary—and the law reguiring the companics of Bexley and
Buachanan in the Connty of Grand Bassa, to parade in E.
dina, shall be 80 altered as to read that the Regimental pa.
rades shall take plaee in the Town of Edina n the month of
Febhrnary, in the Town of Boehanan in Octi ber—And  the
Regimental parade in Sinoe Couuty. shall be so altered as to
read that the Regimental parade shall take place In the
Town of Greenviile in the Month of Febenarvy—-and the
Settlement of Readville in the Month of October.

4, Officers, Drill shall take place in the settlements or
townshiss in whiel: tha several parvades are appointed.

5 That all delinquents to be tried at Court Murtial shall
be notified to appear there by the adjutant of the legi-
ment at least five days Lefore the Session of the { ourt Mar-
tial when and where he moy defend himself in person or
PTOxy.

6. That all civil officers who may not be herein spocial-
ly exempted, shall ifon any day of parade, they be requir-
ed to discharge eivil dueties, pursnant to their office, be on
that day exempted from IMiditaiy  duty.

7. - That in the event of the sickuess or other disability of
any person, therevy preveuting said person from parade
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that evideuce of tha faet be received on oath by the Court
Martial no ceriifieate veing had notwitastanding.

8. Alllsaws eoullicting with the above be and the same
are hereby repealed.

9+ That the Secretary of State be and he is hereby au,
thorizea {o trausmit & copy ot the above act to the several
settiements as socon after the passage as possible.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NAYTY.

ARTICLE L.

It is Lnacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Kepublic o; Liberia in Lerislature Assembled :—

Secrion I That from and after the passage of this Act,
the Lreside t be, and he 1s hereby sauthorized to have built,
or purchased as soon as possible & vessel of not less than
8ixiy, nor more than one hondred tons burthen, tu be arme
ed for the protection of our Governwent and Revenue.

2, Tual the Presideat shail have the power of appoints
ing with the concurrence of the Scrate, at all times, the
~officers and men that may be required for the commanding
of said vessel

3. That the said vessel shal! be mounnted with guns, the
gize and number to be determined by the President.

4. That the IPolice and general regalations of said ves-
gel sball be under the control of the President, who may
adopt, as tar as practicable, the regulations, or any part
thereof, provided for th: government of such vessels in the
United States ; aud shall assign from time to time, to the
Commander such duaties as may serve the interest of the Re-
public of Liberia.

- 0

ARTICLE L

AN ACT GRANTING CERTAIN MONIES TO THE DIFFERENT
TOWNE AND VILLAGES.

I e Dnactec by ile Senate and House of Representatives of
the tiepwois of Liberia wn Legislature Assembled,—

Spericx 1. That from apd after tho pnssage of this Act
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all monies arising from licenses, inthe several Towns and
Villages of tlis Republie, as specified in the Ist and 3d  See-
tions of the Sth articie of the Aet Regulating Navigation,
Commerca and Reviune, be, and the sumetire hereby grant.
ed the anthorities of the several Towns and  Villages, in
which the said amount or (mouns shall arise, ftor the im-
provement of the same,

9. That it shall be the duty of the Toeal Authorities of
the several Towns and Villages, to obtain  from the Treas-
urer ot Suab Treasvrer in each Cowutyv. o correet acconnt of
all monies paid in for Heenses as speeified in the first see-
mon of this Act, from the Respective Towns and Villages ;
whiclt acconut shall be presented to the President ; whére-
upon he shall draw upon the Treasarer, or Sab/Lreasurer
in each County for the amount paid in the several depart-
meuts.

3. That where there are no persons regularly appointed to
earry oui the provisions of this Act, the President be, and he
js hereby requested to appoint some proper person or  per-
sons, whose duty it shall be to carry out the provisions of

this Act

ARTICLE L

AN ACT FIXING THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT—MEETING O} 'THE,
LEGISLATURE &e¢.—

Sk,
Monrovia the Seat of Government...... P iy 4 R R e e S |
When ‘the  DLeginlature shall meet. , l.iniiiidame. ool €
Vacancy in the Presidency, how filled. ... .cvniininac v, 8
Public occonnt when made up 0. cc ., 4

dt is Enacted by the Senate apid _Hﬁwfﬂ of" Fepresculatives
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislaiure Assembled @ —

1- That the Town of Monrovia, in the County of Mon-
serrado be, and same the is herebr made, constituted, and
declared, the Seat of the Government of this Republie.

2. That the Legislatvre of this Republic, shall meet an-
nually in the Town Monrovia on the first Monday in Decem-
her, until otherwise ordered by law.

3. That in the event of the desth, resignation or other
disability of both the Pregident and Vice President ot this
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3lepublic, tha Speaker of the House of Kepresentatives shall
act a8 President, unti! the disabulity be removed.

4. That the acecounts cf all pablic officers must be made
np, and reported guarterly. Any public fanctionary fail-
ing to maxe full guarteriy accounts and returns, of matters

under his charge, will subjeet himsell to the charge of offi-

cial miscoudnet, and to the pains and penalties there-to at-
sached, All public acrounts shall be closed on ‘the thir
tenth day of September in each year, which day shall ¢nd
the fiscal year.

ARTICLE L.

AN ACT LEGALIZING MARRIAGES AND LEGITIMATING ILLE.
GITIMATE CHILDREN,

Tt iz Enaeted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Wepublic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:—

Spcrroxy 1. That no marviage of eolonisis or others,
vesident, or being in the Republic (natives of the conatry
excepted,) shall be lawiul without a license previously
had from the Clerk of the County Uourt—and those pee:’
gong requiting license shall give bond and  secarvity in !,
the summ of two hundred dolars, that there is no legal |
barrier to their entering nto the preposed connexion, |
The parties to any marriage contrary to this section shall
be expelled rom the Republic, and the person performing
the marringe ceremony for unliceused parties  shall be |
fined at the diserction ot the Court of Sessions, -

2. It shall be the duty of all authorized Ministers of
the Gospel, Judges ano Justices of the Peace, who shall
hereafter join together any persons in bonds of matrimony,
to make a return, ot the marriage license, certifying
thereon the intevmariiage of the partics and the date of
the solemnization thereof, to the Clerk ol the Court of
Quarter Sessions, who shall enter the same in » book
kept for that parpose, and fer such entry shiail be entitled
to receive ten cents which shall be paic  when sneh
license is granted—and the register of suci wmarriage or
acertiffied copy thereof, gliall be admitted as ovidence of
such marriage in any of :lLe courtsof this Eepublie.

3: All persons who at the time of their arrival in
this Republlic, shall ke living and eohabiting together as
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husband and wife, shall, previous to their admission te
the rights and priviieges of ecuizors, be cited by the
Clerk of the Ceart aforesaid, to armear and in his pres.
ouce H]ld tllll"! Dlesenee ‘.'1'.['. aach othe ¢ "~'{"-f~:'ii1-'.‘f£ EUIEIH}]]:"’
to acknowledee  and declure thewscives t be  bounden
and lawfal man asd wife-—-and suid acknowlaigament it
shall be the duty of the Clerk to record, to remain
thereafter tull and sufiivient evidence of the marriage
-of the parties therein named.

AN ACT REQUIRING THE REGISTER OF BIRTHR AND DEATHS.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Itepublic of iiberia in Legislature Assembled:—

SfEetioN I. Thece shall be o Town Clerk appointed
annuelly in cach ftown, whose basivess it shall be, to keep
a record of the Lirths and deaths of all persons oceurring
therein, specifying the day of each birth and death, and
the names of the persons, if known.,

2. Puarents shall give notice to the clerk of their town,
of the births and deachs of their children:—~And every
house holder shull give dike notice of every birth and
death happening in bis or her Loose—And the Sexton
of the bLurial ground in each town suall give notice of
the interment of every person and -he wvames of the per-
gons so interrod. ;

3. That the Town Clerk shall wmake sewmi-annual re-
ports to the Probate Court:— And the Clerk of the Court
of Probate avd the Town Clerk sball receive each the
suta of five eents for every birth or dewth that they
may record, which sum shall Le paid out of the County
tands, :

4 That the Probate Clerk shall make savnual returns
of all such matters and things as come within the view

ot this Act, to the Beciretary of State.’

- 0

KREROLUTIONS AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT TO HAVE THE
CENSUS TAKEN.

It i3 Eaceled by the Senate cnd Horvse of Representatives of the
Repudliz of Liboria in Legislature Assembled.— :

1. That the Piesi’‘ent ba and he is hereby authorized
to oanse as accurate a Censos to~be taken as the cir-
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enmstances of the case will admit, of all the inlinbitants,
of the Republic—oi laberia, Americo, aud  also, the
aboriginal inhabitants, as soon as possibie.

1. The naine ot each head of & family, male and fewale.

2, The ages and number in each family, so as to show :

4. 4. All males over 65 years of age, and all females of
the same age.

5. 6. All males over 59, and under 65, and all females of
the same age

7. 8. All males over 21, and under 50, and all females of
the same wge.

0. 1. All males between 16 and 21, and all females of
the same age.

11. 12 All males under 16 and over 11, and all females
ot the rame age,

13. 14. Al males over 5, and under 12, and all females of
the same age.

15. 16. All males over 1, and under 5, and all females of
the same age.

17. i8.  All males under 1, and all females of same age.

19. How many of all ages shall have been born in the
Republic.

20, Al idiots, lunaties, blind and decrepit persons:—

21, The number of horses, jacks, mules,or working oxen,
eows, hogs, stock of all kind, spinning wheels, sugar miils,
coffee  cleaners, Arrow root grinders, all or any kind of
produce they raise or manufacture for market, aud the
namber of acres of laud cultivated by each and every family
and citizen.

CAnd that the pay allowed for taking the eivilized inha-

bitants shall be aeceording to the number retuined, at the
‘rate of one dollar for every hundred souls.

All laws and Regulitions cunflicting with the above be and
the same are hereby repealed.

2. It i= further hesolved, that for taking the Census of
the aboiginal inhabitans, the Ceasor shall be allowed one
slolhui per day and five cents per mile, for each miie he may
travel.

<

ARTICLE I.

AN ACT CONCERNING BASTERDY.
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Tt isEnacted by the Sendte and House of Representative of the
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

Secriox 1. 1f any woman shall be delivered of a bastard
enild, that shall be, oris likely go become chargeable to the
publie, and shall upon examination to be taken in writing
upon oath. betore any Justice of the Pence in the place,
clhiargre any person with being the father of the ehild, any
Justice of the Peace in the place where the person charged
{s a residept orinhabitant. on application of any eitizen of
a place wherein sneh ehild shall be born, may issue a war-
rant to apprehend ond bring the person so ehavged belore
him, or any cther Justice ; and sueh Jastice shall commit
Lhim  to jail, nnless Lie shall enter into bonds with safficient
surety ina sum of not less than fitty dollars, for his appear-
anee a0 the Court of Quurter Sessions  and abide the order
thereof :—And it the Conrt upon the ciremnstances, shall
adjudge the person 5o charged to be the father, and that
che ehild is Hkely to become chargeable to the publie, they
may provide for its wniintenance, by charging the father
with the payment ot not fess than ene dollar per week, pay-
able monthly into the hands of ihe Treasn er of tha Repub-
lie, or Sub Treasurer to contimue while sucichiid is likely to
beecome chiargable to the pubiie ; ond the 1o her shall enter
into recognuizance with suilicient surefy e'ore the court,
payable to the Treasurer of the Nepublic or (e faithiful per-
tormance of sach order of tihe eourf. And it the tather
shall make detault in the payment < such money for six
wonths, or refuse o give sueh bood, the Court shall give
judgment and exeention and the Sheriff shall proceed to
the colleetion of all sneh sums a8 ay be due from time
to tiwe by the father, his executors or administrators.

o It any womank after having bee: summoned before
any Justice of the Pence, shall refuse (o swear to the par-
enlage of the child, aud the c¢hild, ‘s likely to become
chargeable to the pablie, the Comt may aorder the said
woman to be hired o0 from thme to time, as iong as said
chitld may belikely to becone chargeable to the publie,—
Nevertheless, the moiher of a bastard child may give good
bond with sarety to be approved by the Court of Quarter
Sessions, for the maintenaunce of the child.

ARTICLE I

AN ACT RELATING TQ EXPATRIATION.
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1t is Enacted by the Senate rmd House of Depresentatives of
the Republic of Liheria in Legisldture Assemb! led, =

Skerion 1. Any person or persons, citizens of this Re-
hublie, whe shall remove to another Governa ot and tuke
the oath of allegiance, shail not Le enditled to the privileges
of ecitizens in this—amd ghonld sdeh persons again recuii,
they shall ot be euntitied te the elective frauchise until
Ihm have again taken the oath of allegiance to this gov-
ernuient, aund have remaiued 16 the lwp.lluu, ac least twelve
mouths thereatter.

2, Should asy person or persons who had left the Renuab-
He, '1g¢ml refurn amd refuse to take the outh ﬂ’ullﬂghmm.,
ilLLLum;: that he or they had not Lecome citizens of any

other Govervwent and there should Leany doubt respect-
fug the fact, mm person or persons shall be guestioned as
to the truth of the same before some Justice of the Peace
and his or their answer in the negative shall be recorded
by the Regisier :—And should it be afterwards found that
ha or they “had takes wn oath of allegiance to any fureign
Government, slf Lis or their real property in the Republie
shall be t:::li‘.il:ii ated, and he or they debarred forever from
citizenship thereim.

ARTICLE I

AN ACT CREATING POST OFFICRS AND POST MASTERS IN EACH
COUNTY OF THE REPUBLIC ViZ ;

AT MONROVIA, BUCHANAN, AND GREENVILLIL

It is Enacted by the Semate and House of Bepr eseumtwes of
the Republic of Liboviain Legisia ure Assembled :-

SecTioN ¥, That from and after the passage of tlns acty
there shall e ereated o Post Master Cenera!, whose « luty it

shall e to have thé ovormpht ef the provisions of this Aely
and that there shall ba  esfaolished, conrected with the
Custoin Hmlsea, Post ofice bc*uu-mwis and that  the
Jollector of the above named pJJLLH be appoiuted Post
Masters
<2 There shall be provided for each Post office Depart-
menty as may Dbe required, wmail bags; cases for agsorting
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and arranging letters. hoxes for receiving dropped letters,
and convenicnces tor weighing letters :—it shall be the da-
ty of each Post liaster to report to the Post Marter Gen
eral of such buags, cases, hoxes, &c as may be required
for the Departments ; aud the Post Master General sholl be
required to order what is necessary for each Post Office,
and that he the Post Master General be required to mnke
quarteriy retirns.

3. It shall be the duty of the Post Masters to receive all
letters, papers, and packages, coming by pail or otherwise,
—to assort amd arcange the same for a convenient delivery
when applied for, and ail letters &e. for other eounties than
the one where they are received, shall be assorted and put
up noder seal, anc forwarded by the ifiist safe and speedy
opportunity offering. Letfers for persous residing out of the
Republie, to be lowarded in like manuver free of postage.
And it shall also be the duly of the Fost Master to receive
the postage on all letters &e. deiivered.—letters to be for-
warded out of the Republie excepted : and he shall make up
a list of all letters, papers &c, remainiug in the office over
three davs, with the names of the persons to whom directed,
and advertise ‘Le same by pntting it up in such Towns and
villuges o which the letters, papers &e, may be addressed
—he slhali place in a public place at or pear the office a
sign, at least three feet long and six ineches broad marked
in eapitals ‘Post Oifice’.. When no opportanity oftfers for
fowarding the mail to the dfferent connties, and receiving
mails froin the same, the Post Viaster Gaoneral shall be, and
he is hereby authorized with the advice of (he President,
to make an express arrangement for the conveyance of the
mails between the several couniies each way ab least onee i
month—no letters to be fowarded by express un'ess eertii-
ed on the back thereof.

4. All vessels either Liberian or Foreign arriving in Port,
it shall be the daty of cach Captain before entoring his vessel
at the Custom House, to deliver to e “ollcctor and his
Deputy, ali letters, newspapers and any other packages that
may legaliv be considered as coming ubder the Post office
regulations —lctters to comsignees excepted j—lotiers to be
fowarded outofthe Republic excepied.

5. All letters of halt ounee, and ander shali be styled a
single letter, aud shail paya postaze of three cents, let
ters over half onnec. or part of an  oniee. over one ouuce,
one cent additional postage to beadded to the denble post.
age. News papers and Pamphiets, a gnarter of a cent—all
single letters by exp:ess shall pay « postage ot twelve and
a half cents—doubie la'ters twenty five cents, aud one cent
for every additional hall onuce, or part over one ounce, and
one eent to he atdad to tua ditfecent postages for advertis-
ed letters. All letters left at the Posi oifice to be mailed
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to any port of liberia, where theie is uo Post office, or to
be mailed out of the lLimits of ihe Republie, suail be mailed
free of postage,

6. All letters, papers &c remaining in the diferent of-
fices over thirty days, and the owner or owners cannof, be
tound,—the Post Master shall cause a list of the names to
whom the letters &c, are addressed to be advertised at the
Post office in the different coaniies. aond the Post DMaster in
the different countii=s, shall advertise the same in each
Town and village within the county, and allletters, papers,
&<, thus advertised, shail pay a twe foid postage if applied
for ;—sbonld such letters, papers &e, so atveriised uot be
applied for in vinety days after advertisement, all such let-
ters shall be considered dead letieis, and sbail be for-
warded to the Post Master General, Post offiee Department,
Monrovia ; aud all such letters, packages &e, shall Le open-
ed by him ; and shonld the Post Masier Gereral find in
any leiters or package. any amouunt of monay or other val-
uables, it shall be his duaty to issve notice orf the same 1n
each Connty, and Towunship, seting torth the name of the
writer and every particular. and 1o whom directed ; and
should a elaimant establish his claim belors any Justice of
the Peace. tiaea said leiter or package, aud its contents
shall be delivered over to the elaimaut, by paving teu per
cent on the value of the same, with the soveial postages ac.
cruilng, and in ease no ¢laimant come forward, then the let.
ters or packages, and contents sha!l pe the property of
the Governnent.

7. The Post Master shall keep exaci accounts of all let-
tors , papers, packages &e, coming uuder his notice, by
recordaing the same in a book kept for tiat purpose ; and of
all letters mailed and distributed. anda ol all mouies receiv-
ed for pustage or otherwise according to the Act; of all
mouies paid out, and shall pay over quarterly to the Post
Masier General. The Post Masters, exeept the Post Mas.
ter Geuneral, shall receive as componsation twengy five per-
cent on  all momes received. The Post Master General
511:;1'11 k_eep an exact account of buosiness comiong under nis
noticé i a box kept for ihat prrpese. aud pay into the
Treasurer, quarterly all monies ecerved by nim under this
Act, and shall report quarteily to the Secratary to the
Treasury on the_repurts from the severa !.}epu.rr,ments,iu
reference to monies paid in to the Jreasury :—also on all
wonies paid in by himself, and make » general report an-
uaily to the Legisiature

8. It isfurther emacted that it shall Le unlawtul for lat-
ters, panpers, or p:ﬁ{:kager- Lo be deposited to be fowarded to
a1y ports excepting to go by inlapd routes, other than at
tl:f:.' .P{}St U’iﬁ’-}ﬂ' Dt."}_}ﬂl'tmi"‘iu"[h" iy DErsou Or persons re-
eeivimg or deliverwg letters. papers or packages inviela
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tion of this Aet, and found gni’'ty of the same before any
Justice of the Peace of the Republie j—tor the first offencs
shall be fined In a sum not exceeding cne dollar and half
and for each and every other offence shall be fined the
gum of not less than two nor morve than six aeliars,

9. Should any Post Master beo found guilty of betraying
his trost by breaking the seal, or making way withany
letter, paper or package addressed to another person, he
sbhall be considered a8 guiity of felopy, and shall be sub-
Ject to the law as in snch cases made and provided,

16, Al letters from the following officers of the Gor:
ernment public basiness, shall be torwarced free of postage -
The Prosident and Viee President, tecretary of State—>ec-
retary of the Treasarv—Atteraey General—Fost Master Gen-
eral—Post M. 8:¢:8 — ‘olicetors of Cnstoms—Superintendents ¢
egisters—trignde  Uenervl--rigade  Major--Colonels of
the regiments ;—aud dnring the ~essiou of the Legislature,
the members of the Senate and Donse of Representatives-
—Secretary of the Seuate—and Olerk of the House of Rep.
reseutatives

11. It is further enacted ithit the President be and he is
hercby requested and anthorized to esiablish forthwith Posg
offices &c. as herein aunthorized, and he is hereby anthor-
izad to draw on the Treasury of tiis tepublic for earrying
out the same any amount not excceding five hundred dol-
lars ;all Acts conflicting with this Article, be and the same
are hereby repealed.

12, The pay of the Post Master General shall be an g-
mount not execeding one hundred dollars per agpnom.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DISTURBING OF RELIGIOUS
"~ CONGREGATIONS.

It 18 Fnacted by the Senate and Louse of Representatives
aof the Republic of Liberia wn Legislature Asseinbled,

Sectrox 1, It shall be the duty of any Justice of the Peace
Bheriff, Constable, or other civil oflicer, being present when
any person or persons shall interrupt or distwib any congrega-
tion assembled at any Church, Clapel ov Meeting _Hm'l&ﬂ, or
any other place for public worskip, during the Pivine service
to take the person or person s¢ offending into eustody, or o
complaint mede by any person under cach, ary Justice of the
Peace,shall issue a warrant agaivsi him or them so offending
=+and said Justice may imposea fing on such cffender or pf
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{enders, not exceseding twenty dollars, or commit him or
ghem to the common jail of the ccunty, or the nearest jail,
for a term not exceeding fifteen days.

2. Any oflicer who shall colicet any fine imposed under
this Act, sball make return of the amocapt so imposed and
collected, to the Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions, and
par the same into the hands of the Tieasurer, for the use of
the county wherein such offence shali have been committed.

AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST THE CITIZENS OF VIRGIN-
JA AND CLAY-ASHLAND TO OPEN A ROAD sND MAKE
BRIDGES BETWEEN THE TWO SETTLEMENTS.

It is Fracled by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Repudlic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled.

Sgcrrox 1. That, from aud after the passage of this Aet,
the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars be and is hereby
approprialed to assist the inhabitants of Clay-Ashland, and
Virgiuia in bailding bridges ; that is to say, for Virginia, sev-
enty-five dollarg, fora bridge near the Receptacle: to Clay-
Astiznd, one hundred and seventy-five dollars,—to assist to
_build bridges over Russeil’s avd Hazel's cresk ; of dnrable
matericla,—Also the amount of one hundred dollars to the
pitizens of Harrisburg, opposite Milisburg—to assist them to
optn a good read, thrown up ten teet wide—to the large
ereek commonly ealied Mill Creck—provided, always, that the
work is done and inspected by, at least two discreet person
appointed by the Prusident for that purpose, ;

O

Whereas there is a Petition from several citizens of the
d ifferent settieinents of the Republie of Liberia, begging for
aid in the ercciion of a jail, bridges, &e. &c. therefore ¢

It 18 Enacted by the ‘suate and House of Representatives of
the Kepublic of Lileria in Legislature Assembled. —

Section 1. That thesmu of two thonsand dollars be, and
the samc 18 bereby appropriated to build a jail in the county
of Sinoe. : g :

2, the above pamed jail is to be of the best materials ;
that is to say, the foundustion to be of substantial rock, the
walls 10 ‘be of good, hard and well burnt brieks and where
timber 16 required the best that can be procured is to be used,

3, Ths eaid jail is to be of the following dimensions ; that s
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to say, twenty seven feet aquare, the walls of the first story te

be ten feet high, and ¢ "a teen inc hes (hick ; the second story
to be nine feet high and fourteen inches thick ; to be arrang-
ed as per plan aﬂ'ut:s,mm g the petition; the building 10 be

under the suapervision of the commissioner, provided for by
the Act regniating public work.,

4. Ttvis further enae ted, that there be an appropriation of
one hundred and fifty wiullnrﬂ to 2id in the ereciing of a bridge
across the creel running between the aett!{*mﬂﬂts of Farmers-
ville and Lexingtion, in Llu county of Sinoe, to be built of the
very best materials that ein be procared,

5. And furtber, that the sum of one hundred dollars be,
and the same 18 hel eby appropriated t¢ aid in the erection of a
bridge across the cr eek rur wing between the settlements of
lalulutnﬂle and Readsville, to be buiit of the best materials
that ean be procured.

6. Further, that the sum of fifty dollars be appropriated, to
aid the citizens of New Geoegia in the mection of a bridge a-
cross a creek running in the rear of eaic seitlement. And the
President is hereby authorized to draw on the public Treasury
for the same.

ARTICLE L
AN ACT PROVIDING FOR.COMMON SCHOOLS.

HEL,
Common schoois to be eatablished in ench setilement—comimitteen

of supervigion to be appointed—thair datled. cccccciiriiininennc e 1
ADPrODEASIIONE .. ini. o i or v I e a1 PN -FPRIEReE T
Towns and villages empowered to luv}* tﬂthﬁ S o s sekansens oye Sl bl ki D

It i3 Enacted by ihe Sepate and House of ERepresentatives of
the Republic of in Legislainre Assembled :—

1. 'That there he establizshed in each settlement and towne
ship 1o the several counties of this Rbpubhc, at least one com-
mon schoo!l—said schocls shall be shall beunder the ontire
control of the several school-comnittees hereiuafter ordained
to be elected. The =said committees shall make rules
for the government of the same and are authorized
and enjoned to cuploy a faithfu! and competent mstructor
for each school, Each teacher shall furrish the committee at
the end ¢f each term a full and detailed report of the state of
the school—ihe studies prosecuted, the number, age snd gex
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of seholars, the time of entrance, aud all such other matters
as may be deemed important. All such reports shall be laid
before the Legislature.

2. That the annual sum of one thousand dollars be, and the
same is Lereby appropriated 1o be drawn out of the treasuries
of the geveral counties. Said sums shall be appointed among
the several towns according to their number of inhabitants, to
be applied exclusively to the support of the common schools
of thie Republic.

3. That the several towns and villages in their municipal
cupacity are anthorized to levy an annual iax upon all male
iubabitants over the age of twenty-one-years—and the amounts
go raiged shall be applied as directed in the second section of
this Act. “UhLe several school commitices are hereby authoriz-
ed to draw quarterly for the amounts due to the schools of

which they may have the supcrvision; Provided, however,

that In no cese ehall any one teacher receive more than four
hundred dollars a vear,

O
ARTICLE. 1,

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF FARMEES.

It is Enacted bu t.e Senate and House of Representatives of

the Republic o: iileria in Leqislature Assembled :—

SEcTION 1. That on applieation of any person whose bhus
iness is exeinsivelv that of iarming, made either to the
President or to uny agoar by him appointed—on  the pro-
dnction of a cerificare o the effect, from the Agricaitural

Committee of thic 7 0oty wd on sach bond and perscual
secarity as shall b vegoed, made payable to the  Treas-
urer of this Republic. o shail have loaned to him at the

lawful rate of inteiest in this Republic, the sum of five
dollars an acre for each and every acre of land Ly him
cleared and kept in constant eultivation or that when a crop
of one kind is removed, there shall remain to be secen there-
upon, such other urticles us distinetly wark its possessor
as one devoted to the particular interest and calling of o
tarmer.

2. The repayment of the aforesaid sums, shall be made
in the following uiner viz :—the interest on the whole
sam due to be P2 wuanaily—one fourth of the prineipal
at the end of one yeur one forrth at the end of two years—

~one foarih at the eud of threo years—and the last remaining
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tourth at the énd of four years - Aud that the fands to sup.
ply the loan as aforvesnid, shall be favnished out of any won-
jes in the Treasnry nol otherwise appropristed.

3. Notiee Ly public advertisement ot ibe piovision of the
Iaw, shall be given by the Seerciory of ‘C‘f“"«' fy 1L svery town
in the counties of Moutserrado, Grand Passi aud Sinee i
mediately on the rise obf the Legisiature.

ARTICLE L

AN ACT ERTITRED AN ACT REGULATING DEPOSITY IN THE PUB.
LIC TREASURY.

It is Enacted by the Senaie and "Touse of Bepresenmtatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Législaiure Assembled, —

SECTION L. That avy person or persons who may  wisly
to deposit. monies in the Treasury of  Lhis Lepublic shall
he ut ltberty 1o make saeh deposit on the responsibility of
the Republie, subject hiowever to the tohowing condittons
First for every such deposity a éertiicate op receipt shall
be given by the Wreasurer of the LepuMic. to the individ-
aals making the depesit. stating  the amount tleposited
and the date of the deposit. If the person op PEISONS 80
depositing, desive the @mount held sabjeet to his or her
agents’ ordery to se withdrawn at any indetinite tine. they
such fact shall be expressed in tire certificate ov reeeipt to
be ziven by the  Treasurer, On siwch deposic no interest
whall be allowed ta scerne, but no eharge shiall be made
on said amount by the Hepublie of Liberia o1 the Preasurp-
er, for the receiving or delivery of suid woney, Seeond :
on every deposit wade Tor a term of three yvears four per-
centum shall be allowed j ou every deposit for four vears,
five per centuin shall be allowed ; apd on every deposit for
s1X years or morey six per eentnm  shall be sliowed @ In
every cas: of deposit where a defiuite term is intended, tha
Treasurer of the itepnblicof Liberin shal grans a certificate
or receipt stating in tall the amount and date of deposit,
and the nawe or names, it there he mnore than onc, ol the
party or perties waking the deposit, and shall 1egister {he
same In a fuir and legible hand, in g Look to be provided
ant kept for that purpose.

2. Whenever monies are deposited in  the Treasury of
this Republie, for cither of the definite terms or sSpaces of
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time expres=el in the first seetion, no charges for receiving
or paying out shall be made by the Repubiie of Libera or
Treasarer ou the amount so  deposited, bat the interest
shall be elear over and above the amount so deposited.

3. The interest aceruing on said deposit shall, if demand-
ed by the party ot parties making the deposits, or by his
or their agents, be paid  semiannually ;3 and in every case
of ]m_ﬁ.:m'uf of said interest, the partyv or [hll‘tl(‘blﬁ(‘(‘nllld‘
said ioterest, shall give to the Treasuver a receipt for the
same ; stating uot only the amoun: received. but the amoant
on which said interest accrued, the time at which it be-
¢ame due, and the date of the deposit on which the interest
acerued, .

4. No monics de¢ pasited in the Treasury of this Repub-
lie, undler the provisions of this  Aet, shall be entitled to
be drawh out until three months previous notice has been
given of an intention to withdraw it ; s any thing to the con.
trary in this Act, notwithstanding.

b, No monies shall be deposited in the Treasury of this
Republic wnder the provisions of this Act, exeept in the
Treasuries of Grand Dassa and Monrovia.

6. The treaswrers of the Republie of Liberia, shall be al-
lowed the same per centage on amonnts deposited under
tiis Act, ason the mouney of the Republie; they shall be
equaliy bound by themselves and sureiies for their safe
and faitbful keeping, d@nd their bond shall be inereased to
meet the provisions of this Aet,

ARTICLE 1.

T

AN ACT REGULATING THE RESIDENCE OF NATIVE AFRICANS
WITHIN THIS REPUBLIC.

SECTTION 1. All Native Africans, who may become resid-
ents or remain within the corporate bounds of the several
counties of this Kepublie-—whether adults or minors, shall be
~compelled to wear elothes, under the penalty of hﬂﬂ“‘ fined

im a sum not exceeding five dollars, nor less than one dﬁllﬂr

9 No native youth under the age of eighteen years shall
be allowed todwell in the families of colonists, withous
being bound for a specified term ot years, dLLGId!ug to the
lules preseribed 1 an Act econcerning apprentices.

3. All male natives from the age of 16 years to 60, resi-
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dent withinr the several townships, shall be compelled to
work the same number of davs directed by law for Ameri.
cans ; they being ordercd out at the discretion of ths Com-
missioners.

4. Liberated Africans incorporatedin the Republic, and
who shall be deemed capable of managing, shall receive
small grants of land. :

ARTICLE L
AN ACT ENCOURAGING AGRICULTURE:

Whereas it i8 imporfant that the Government take aw
active partin encouraging National Industry ; and where-
as the wants of our agricultural interests imperatively
demand assistance in the manufacture of the products of
the country and preparing them for market ;and whereas the
time has arrived, as is found in the waunts ot the country
and the condition of our finances : therefore, for the encour-
agement of agricnlturalists and laborers throaghout the
Republic :—

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republie of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

1. That, from and after the passage -of this Act, the
President is hereby anthorized and requested to have im-
ported into the Republic,—on the application of any num«
ber of citizens of this Republie, asses to cairry on {arm-
ing operations, &c, they giving orders, with accepted ob-
ligations, for said animals to be imported at their expense
rot to exceed the cost and charges of sueh purchase and
importation—a number of asses as may be so ordered. from
time to time, until said orders are complete : also, one Steam
Mill of four horse power, and six three roller horizontal
sugar mills, to be propelled by physical or animal force »
and further, to import any other animals that may appear
to meet the wants ofthe people, provided it does not exceed
one hundred of each, of the best breed that can be procur-
ed.

‘2. Ttis further enacted—That each Mill shall have its
full numbder of kettles, not to exceed seven to each Mill,
with every fixture and utensil that is used in the manufae-
tory of sugar in cther countries—or that may be found nec-
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essary to facilitate the manufactory of sugar and syrup.

3. That the President be and he is hereby authorized
and requested to procure the above named auimals and ma-
chinery on the faith and eredit ot the Republic, if necessary
to be paid i two instalments, and at an interest not to
exceed ten percentuin.

4. To earry ont this Act, the President is authorized to
appoint some suitable person, a citizen of the Nepublie, if
he find it necessary, 1o proceed to Europe, or the United
States, or any other land, and procure at the most rea-
sonabla rates, the above named machines and animals—
And, further, thesaid person shall receive for compensa-
tion an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars and ex-
penses.

6.—1It is further enacted :—That so soon as the machines
shall arive ; the Steam Sugar Mill and fonr of the three
roller horizontal mills shall be located on the St : Paul’s
river, at the most advantagecus situaiions, so as to meet
the circumstances of the people, the mills are to be set up
with their fixtures, ©t the expense of the Government.
A suitabfe person shall be appointed to take charge ot the
steam Sugar Mill, and to superiniend itin its operations.
All persons wishing to manuotacture cane shall deliver it at
the mill. It shali be the duty of the Superintendent to re-
ceive all cane so delivered, and proceed to manuviacture it
into sugar or syrup, as the peison may wish. He shall
weigh the sugar and measure the syrup, and deliver the
some to the owners, deducting one sixth per centum for
tolls. He shall have power to employ a sufficient number
of haunds to attend the operations ot the mill and the man-
ulacture of the cane, and all and every expense shall be un-
der his contiol, He shall keep an account of all expeuses,
and all sugar or syrup mavutactwed by him, and make a
rgport each quarter to the Secretary of the Treasury, The
Secretary of the Treasury shall order the sale ot the pro-
duce collected for toll andreceive the monies to be paid
into the Treasnry. The Superintendent shall give bond
and security tor the faithiful pertormance of his duties.
The Superintendent shall receive a compensation not to ex-
ceed 1hivty dollars per month,

6. It is further enacted,—1hat one of the three horizontal
mills shall be located in Grand Bassa County,and one in
Sinee county, which mill shall be set up with their fixtures
at the expense of the Government.—They may be piaep&
nnder the care of scme judicious person, who shall collect
one twellth per centum toll end pay it over as provided
in the 6th Fec:und see that the mills are-worked caretul-
Iy ect. ectr and kept clean and in order. The provisions

of tlus section shall apply also, to the horizontal Mills in
Montserrado County,



| SETTLING OF LAND prrwicvrties, &c
»

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE SETTLING OF LAXND DIFFICULTIES
IN TBE SETTLEMENT OF CALDWELL, AND SURVEY UF LANXDS
IN ALL THE SETTLEMENTs OF THE REPUBLIV WHERLE
DIFFICULTIES EXIST,

Whereas there exists in the settlenent of Caldwell, or that
portion of the settlement which is laid off ‘into a Town ship,
cousiderable dissatistaction amongst the sertlers aris ng trom
an arrangement entered into m the year 1852 between the A -
gent of the Ameriean Colonization So lety and tie settlers of
that place for the swrrender of certain farm lacds which were
owned by the said settlers so as to huve that portion of the
said settlement Jaid off into a Township with the understand
ing that the parties to whom said farm lands belonged should
receive in len thereof one glteruate lot into which said farm
land was divided and also receive the same complement of
farm land as surrendered at some other point where they
might select ; which arrangement on the paré of the Agent of
the American Colonization SBociety in every respect was not
complied with, many of the settiers did not recoive their farm
land, and the lands as laid off into Town lots have beenim.
proved and deeded to the part ies under the regulations of the
American Colonization Society in relation to the distribution
of lands to emigrants, and at the same time there liave been
no transfers made of said lands by the former owners, and
some of them or their heirs now hold original deeds for a por-
tion of said lands (vow Town lots) and demand a compiiance
with said agrdéement that they may come into possession of their
farm landg, otherwise they ust contend for their legal right
under the deed which they hold, and which would tend greatly
10 the disadvantage and damage of parties now holding said Jands
under decds from the Society’s Agent. ' :

And whereas the citizens of Caldwell have petitioned the Leg-
islature to authorize such steps as they may deem proadent,
to eanse an amicable®adjustment of the matter and to give

to tue parties concerned their just dues 48 per arrangement

Detore mentioned, that the parties now in possession of lands
may continue to hold possession unmolesied. :

It is Enacted Ly the Senate and House of [Lepresentatives
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembledy—

1. That, from and after the passage of this Resolation,
the President be, and he is Lereby authorized and requested
to appoint two diserect persons as Cemmissioners, whose
duty ic shall be at as early a diate as possible to repair to
Oaldwell for the purpese of hearing aud investigating all
claims preseuted by the different parties for lancs vuder
the mrangement entered into in the year 1832 by the Agentof

- ]

I, ?
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the Ametican Colonization Society.

2 And funiher—=That they shall be authoized to swear
“'iflil".‘w‘:-il_‘ﬂ., Denr their statements  amd receive any documen-
tary evidence touching the claims, and fairvly and impartial-
Iv anvestignte all such elaims, giving therr decision as to
their opinion of the legality or illegaiity of the claims so
Investigated and give to the parties eoncerned, in writing
their dedision or opinion ; iu all such cases when the parties
are not  satisfled with the decision of the Commissioners,
they have further redress at the regular Courts of law.

J. And forther—The Commissioners shall publish in the
several Townships of Moutserrado County,s at least fitteen
duys previous to the days on which they will commence
thedr dnvestigation, giving notice that they will be ready

“to recerve all claims for lands under arrangements as here-

tofore net forth, naming the day aud date ou which the in-
vestigation will commence, giving oll particulars, that pais
ties may be fully prepared with evidence &e.

4, And further—1hat the Couwmissioners shall keep in a

book {urnished tor the purpose, minutes of all their proceed-
ings and their decision on  ecach claim investigated, and
shall repors to the President all their proceedings with the
claims set forth and their deecision.  The Presideat on re-
cciving the report of said Commissioners, Is hereby author-
1zed and roguested to apuortion to such person or persons
whose claimg, aceording to the the decision of the Com
missioners, are legal, the quantity or quantities ot lanu as
their clanns way call for, and at sach points as may be
selected by them, excepting reserved  lands. The said
Commissioners shall reeetve tor their services to be paid by
the government the sum ot Three dollars per day, while in
actual . service, and mileage aceording to law,
5. And further~ That the Prosident be, aud he js hereby aa-
thorized snd requested (at as emly a date as possible) to have
surveyed all of 3 at portion of the settlement ot Caldwell which
was laid off into o Towuship, and bhave a conect plot tak-
eit of the same if theie is none, giving the name of the
owner of each lot, aud their number, and 1o uscertain the
vumber of lots remaining, belonging to the guvernment,
that ke sime may be apportioned to emigrauts ; or other-
wise disposed of an application. according 1o law.

6. And further—As the citizens of Caldwell are willing

~to render every assistange to the savveyor who may be ap-

pointed to swivey suid Township of Cualdwell—That the
Surveyor receive for the svrvey and plotting of the Town-.
ship of Caldwell the sum ot Seventy five dollarsto be paid
by the goverument; any law to the coutrary notwith-

7. And further—That the President appoint two discreet
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persons ol the aforesaid Scttlement, whose duty it shall be
0 superntend the survey, so as to be calenlated to sign
the required certificate for the correctuess of the survey
necording to law.

8. And further—That the Presideut -be, and is hereby
authorized aud requested, on application ¢t avy verson or
persous holding a deed or deeds tor lands drawn or pup-
chased from the government in any of the settlements or
Villages of this Republic j; said difficulties to be settled at
expense of the government, supposed to bear a wrong num-
ber or giving a wrong conrse or sitnation :to make such
arrangements for the investigation of the same, as he may
deem advisable to eorreet said error, if any ; and on being
satisfied that an error or errors exist in said deed or deeds
to correct the same, by altering the deed or deed, or aps
portioning land to-the person or persons concerned, at
sutue other point.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR,

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :

1. That the support and maintenance of aged widows, desti-
tute orphans, poor persons and invalid poor, and all insane
pesons destitute of support, shall be borne by the Republic,

under the following provisions :

2. ltis further enacted :—That manual and mechanical 13-
bor asylums chall be provided for such classes of individualg
as are named (whether colonist or natives,) in the first section,
i each of the counties of this Republie, to be styled County
LPoor Houses. Kach house shall be forty feet by thirty feef,
two stories high, of nine feet each, with passages running
through the centre, and two rooms in the Attic; so partition:
ed, as to make four rooms on each of the floors of the two
stories ; with a piazza in front of the building ; the walls ta
be of brick, or stone, or good durable wood marterial ¢ and
that a superintendent be appointed by the President, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, whose business it shall
be to superintend and manage the operative concerns of the
satd institution,

3. It is further enacted :—That all male inmates of the
sald County Poor Houses, not disabled by disease or other-
wise, shall be employed in the cultivation of a farm, which

shail” be conrected with the establishment : or any other kind
of labor that may be instituted abeut the premises until the
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overseer and commissioners shall jndge thent capable of taking
care of themselves; and all articles used by the inmates of
said establishment, from the farm, shall be nceounted for to
the Secretary of the Treasury, aud the proveedings avising
from the sale of any surplus shall be paid into the publie
Treasury. The President shall appoint a diserect person
to chioose any track ot land not otherwise appropriated
which may be used for the estabbsiment ; not however,
to exeeed one hundred acres.

4, 1t is farther enacted /—That a number of eardsy wheels,
looms, knitting and sewing needles, shall be providel for
the use of all females who reside in the Connty Poor House
so that they may be employed in carding. spinning, weaving,
knitting and sewing : and, to the end that there be no idlers
abont the institution, the requisite quantum ot wool, cotton,
flax, hemp, axd soch otirer materials us may be manufac-
tured into usetul articles for the convenience of the eountry,
shall be kept constantly on hand.

5. It is farther enacted :—That there shall be a matron
empioyed, whose duaty it shall be to take eare ef the chil-
dren, and see that cleanliness is strictly observed, unnder
such rules as the board of commissioners may from time
te time point out to her. And she shall receive a compen-
g1'ion for her serviees, to be fixed by the said commissionerss

6. It is further enacted :—That, for the improvement of
the inmates of this institution, ecarpenters, rope-ma-
kers lacksmiths and such other mechanies as  the
impowing state of institution mayv demand may be employved in
fn and about the establishment, for the purpose of instructing
the inmates in the seseveral branches.

= It is further enacted :—That the poor of this Repubiie
shall not be allowed to wander about from one setfliment to
the other but shall be taken by the officer appoineted for that
purpose, and placed under the care of the Superintendent
of the County Poor House—the Government paying, out of
monies appropriated for this purpose, the éxpenses ol such
removes to the Poor House.

8. It is further enacted,—That a board of seventeen
commissioners shall be appointed a- ually by the President
with the advice and consent of the Senatey seven for the
County of Montserrado: five for the county of Grand Bassa
and five for the County of Siroe. This board shall regu-
Iarly inspect, once in every three months, these institu.
tions, and make annual reports to the Liegislature, of the
condition of the healtlr of the inmates, and their improve-
ment in morals, education, and mechanic arts —whether
they are properly fed and clothed—what the state of discips
line, the reccipts and expenditures of the County Poor
House, and suggest any plan of improvement, they may
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deem expediont.

The Boawd shall inelude, also, in their reports, the nnm-
har of - pupars, invaluls azal widows, destitaio orphans,
amd insane persons in theiv vespective Connties. It shail be
the daty of saill Comnissioners fo presecibe the rates of
allowanee for the sapport of the inmaies of sabd institn-
tion, nned to ordain sach vales and regalitions for the gov-
ernent of the estabiishment wol otherwise provided by
Taw,

9. And it is further enacted :—=That theee sball be kept
a record of* the maumes of the inmate of each County Poor
House; by the Superiitendent—which record shall be Tand-
ed to the Commissioners, i time to be inciuded in their
annnal reporis to the President.
~ oy, It iw further enacted :—That so mnch of the dafies
as arises from the importation of ardent spirits, wines and
eordinls, in this Republie, be, and the sameis hereby ap-
propriated to cary ont the provisions of this aet, and the
President is hereby  anthorvized fo draw on the public Treas-
ury for the same, and as soon as a ‘sufficient amount of
monies from said duties are coliected to jostify the com-
mencement of said Poor Houses, heis hereby requested to
commence the erection of said bulldings. _

11. It is further enaeted : —That, as an “explanation. so
much of this act as veters to the employment of meehanics,
earpenters. rope-makers. blacksmiths, &e, and the proeur-
ing of cards, wheels, looms, &c, and the “reqnisite quan-
tum” of wool, cotton, fix, hemp, &e¢, be, aml the smne is
left to the judgment of the Presideny, as to whether he
should provide them, nntil after the above buildings for the
poor are erected, or not ; and then only such «f the above
named mechavies and materials &e. as he may deem expe-
dient, for the usefnl aud neeessary operations of said Poor
Hounses, aud as the money arising from said duties may
justify. - .

=it

AN ACT CHARTERING THE CITY OF MONROVIA.

Whereas the citizens of Monrovia, in the County of Montserradol
have petitioned the Legislature to constitute them a“Body: Pelitic”
and “Corporate,” by ratitying und granting a Churter, by, them drawn
up and herewith preseuted: therefore: '

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republie of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—
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SEertoN. 1. That the inhabitants of the city oi Monrovia
be, and they are hereby counstituted a Body Politic and Cor-
porate inder the name and style of Mayor, Aldermer Com-
mon Councilmen and  Freemen of Monrovia, and by such
name nay sue be sued, implead and be impleaded, and do
all other acts that are usually done by such corporate bod-
ies.

2. The Common Council shall consist of nine members,
residents of the eity of Monrovia, of whom one shall be
chairman.

3. "The eity of Mourovia shall have jurisdiction within
the Corporate bounds of the said eity—the corporate bounds
shall be three miles square—and in case it should be nee-
essary to cxcente lawful process withont the bounds of said
dorporation, then and in thavesse. any magistrate residing
within s2id Cennty may issue judicial process on represen-
tation of any city officer being made to him, and the same
may be exeented by any constable of the County.

4, The Corpotation atoresaid shall have full power and
authority to wake and fulfil contracts, take and hold real
and personal estate to the value of one handred thousand
dollars, and levy all sueb taxes as may be necessary for ci-
ty purposes ; shall pass all necessary municipal laws aund
ordinanees :—said Body Politic shall have full power to
settle its own rules of proceeding to appoint its own officers,
regulate itsown fees, and all other necessary acts not in-
copatible with the general laws of this Republie.

5. All ordinances aud mnnicipal laws established by the
Common Council shall be sabject to the approval or disap-
proval of the Mayor ; it disapproved, his objection shall be
made to the Comwon Council, within three days, and 1if not
returned within, three days, sueh delay shall be equal to
approval, provided, however such delay be not occasioned
by the adjournment of the Common Counecil. The Common
Couneil may. nevertheless, by a vote of two thirds of its
u;pmber&, pass any law independent of the Mayoi’s approv-
al.

6. The first election of city officers, shall take place on
the first Monday in April 1855. All other elections shall
take place on the second Mouday in January in each year,
(except the Mayor, who shall be elected bienunially,) and
shall be conducted according to the laws governing elec-
tions for state officers, under such modificaiions and restric-
tions as tue Common Council may ordain. The elective of-
ficers shall Le one Mayor, four Aldermen, and nine Common
Couneil men, all of whom shall hold their office for the term
ot one year : except the Mayor, who shall hold his office for
the term of two years. unless vacated by 1esignation- re-
removal or death ; vacancies may be supplied by special e-
lections, No person shall be eligible to the office of May-
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or, who is nota resident of the city of Monrovia, and who
does not possess nnencumbered real  estate to the valoe of
three hundred dollars. No  person shall be a Common
Councilman who is not a resident of satl eity, and who does
not possess anenenmbered real es ate to the value of one han-
dred dollars No person  who does 1ot possess veal estate
in the ecity of Monrovia chall be allowed to vote.

7. There shall be a eity  Court, which shall be composed
of three = ldermen joneof whon shall  be chaitman whose
duty 1t shall be to try and determine all cases comin. into the
same, except such as may be taken therefrom by appeals,
as is hereinafrer provided for, The Aldermen shall,Wwith-
in the preecinets of the ecity, exercise the functions of @
justice of the peace. whose duty it shall beto try and de-
termine all peity offences, and ajpeals may be had from
their decision to the eity Court, and from which appeals
mav also  be had to the Couuty Conrt. The said city
Court shall. by its own elerk, keep detailed reeords of all
matters and things which shall come  before it 1n a bool,
or books, provided for that purpose, which, when tall,
shall be delivered to the Secretary ol State, lor preserva-
tion among the archives of this Republie

8 The Common Couneil shall hold its first session on
the first Monday in Apiil.  All impeachments of officers
shall be made to the Mavor, who may, il sai: Impeach-
ments be sufticiently grounded, suspend such officer or of-
ficers, until the next ensuing session of tue  counci , which
shall try all sueh impeachments.

9. The Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Couneil shall
have power to lay out new streets, highways amnd publie
walks or parks, and shall have power to appoint inspectors
of all kinds ot produce brought into or exported from the
city, together with inspectors of weights and measures.

10. The Mayor of said city shail be chief Executive Mag.
istrate thereof, and it shall be his duty tobe vicilant and
active in causing the laws thereof to be exceated and en-
forced, and he shall be conservator of the peace withiu said
city : he shall recommend to the Uity ! ourel at its regular
session all such measures as in his opinton would enhance
ti e condition of the streets. avenues, highways aud publie
walks of the same, as well as to point out ali nuisances of
whatever kiud, aud recommenrd measures for their removal,
He may, when actually uvecessary, for the preservation of
the public peace, or for the suppression of moos,  TiULs,
quarreling or insurrections cf whatever natue. order ut the
Militia, which shall, by torce of mimy, compel such lusur-
rectionists to obedience, the Mayor aloue Leing respousible
for the abuse of Lis power.

11. If this Charter, or any of its provisious, shall be
found inconveunient, or inadequate in any repects the same
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may be revoked altered or supplemented on representation
properly made by said city autnority, by petition to the
Legislatnre ot Liberia.

12+ This Charter and all of its provisions shall go into
effect on the first Monday in March 1855. Any law or Char-
ter to the coutrary be, and the same is hereby repealed.

O—

AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE FORMATIOx OF
A SETTLEMENT AT GRAND CAPE§ MOUNT IN THE COUNTY OF
MONTSERRADO.

It is Enacled by the Senate and House of Represntatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled.

SECTION. 1. That the President be and he is hereby au-
thorized and requested, to adopt such measures as may be
deemed most advisable to earry out the provisions of this
act by securing the services of seventy five volunteers (able
to proceed (o Grand Cape Mount iu the service of the gov-
ernment, and tc be goverred by the appended rules. and
such other rules and regulations as the President may deem
neeessary for the establishisent and security ofa Settle
ment. Rutions of said volunteers, shall be in quoality and
quantity the same granted to the Militia when m actual
saviee. dhie services to be rendered by said volunteers,
shall be regnlated by the President, or by such officer or
officers, acting under his instructions, as he may appoint
to pertorm such duty.

2. That the voluuteers shall enlist to serve twelve months,
they shall be paid for service rendered at the rate of Bight
dollars per mouth, and as an inducenent to settle perma-
nently at Cupe Mount. (The President is requested to pro-
cure such voluutecrs, as wish to settle permanently at
Grand Cape Mount if possible ] cach volunteer shall receive
as o bounty, oie Town lot, and Thirty acres of tarm land.

3. That the President is turther authorized, if eivcumsian-
ces Wil warrant it, to proceed 1o Cape Mount at an early day,
for ihe purpose of sclecting a suitable site,  and direct the
laying out of a Town, to be ealled *Roberts Port,” usa to-
ken obrespeetior the many valuable services rendered by
the illustnous Chicl Magistrate of this Republic  ‘'Lhe lots
In suid Tewn shall be one quarier of an acre of land, and
adjacent there shall be Fuarm lots laid out of 1en acres cach,
and the plan ot the Town, width of the streets, the nut-
ber wnd size of the pnblic puiks (it any ) shall be lett to the
dircction of the Executive, whose name it is interded to
Dear : and in case thie circumstances will not wairant the
President’s proceeding to Lape Mouut, he is authorized to
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appoint some judicious person or persons, to superintend
the same.

4. The President is hereby instructed and anthorized, to
elect and appoint such officers tor suid settlement, as he
may deem necessary, and shall fix the pay of the acting of-
ficers, and shall take any and all necessary measures for the
defence and proteetion of the place.by  having erected o
Stockade or Block house, as mmay be found requisite, or if at
all needed for common defence, and as the extension of
~ settlements along our ecoast, when practicable, is desirable
and in this ease, also the seenring of peace 10 the Coanty,
The President is requested. in person or by commissione:s,
to use any and every coneiliatory offort possible, to secure
ihis desirable end.

L. It is farther Enacted,—That the snm of Four thousand
doilars be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any
mouney in the Pnblic Treasary, to  carry out the provisions
of this Aet, and that the President be and he is hereby au-
thorized to draw on the Pablic Treasury for the same,

The Government being abeut to found and build up » set-
tlement at Grand Uspe Mount, the following regulations
shall bein force vuril otherwise ordered.  The rules shall be

read or otherwise made known toevery person wishing to -

becomwme a volnnteer, and his consent to be governed by
them, obtained before his name  be vegistered as a volan.-
ieer.

1. The setilement shall be governed by sueh ordinances
as the President shall from time to time ordain, and to,
which every settler or volunteer shall be rvequested to con
form.

2. There shall be an Intendant of the settlement—three
Magisiraies and two Constables, The duties of the first,
anpd his remuneration and imwunities, if any, to be fixed
by the President until the meeting of the wvegislature.

3. Bach volnnteer shall engage to remain at the settle.
went Twelve Months : an abandonment of the settlement phe.
tore the expiration of that time, shall operate to the forfeit.
ure of all c¢laimsfor bounty of every description.

4. Bach volunteer shall faitbfoily and promptly obey
all soeh laws, as may be, from time to time made, wheth-
er by the President, Legislature. or Committee of Vigilance-
for the government of the seftlement—ang all regulatious
which muy be wade by the said committee for temporary
and local purposes, shall have the force of Jaw auntil re.
pealed or revoked.

8. The President may at pleasure revoke any law made
by the committee ot vigilance,

6. The Intendant of the settlement shall name three per-
sons from among the volantoers, who with himsalf 4n cho

;-
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Y agistrates shall consiitnte a committee of vigilayee : —five
of whom shall be competent to act. Their duties shall be
to direct and to determine such duties of protection, de.
fense, or police, as may not be specfically assigned to the
Intendant by the President or Legislature. and which may
be deemed necessary to the safety and prosperity of the
settlement.

7. At the expiration of Twelve Months, each volunceer
shail be enfitled o a deed in fee simple for one town lot
and, thirty acres of farm Jand: providoa the clainfilareior shall
not bhave been torfeited.. The legal representatives of any
volunteer who shall have gone to the settiement, but died
hefore the expiration of twelve months shall be entitled to
to his land, and the title shall vest in said representative
in the same wmanner as it would have vested in the volan-
teer, had he survived the twelve months.

8. Each volunteer during the first three mounths, shall,
in addition to the regular military and police duty, whick
may beenjolued by the Superintendent or Committee of
Vigilance, give two days service gratis, in clearing lands,
erecting detences, cutting lines for surveys.

9. When a site for a town shall have been selected, and
a plot for the same made out, the volunteers shall be entitled
to draw lots, and aeertficate shall bYe given fo each one
so drawing, anc his name marked on the corresponding-
number in the plog, and registered in a register to be kepr
by the Superiutendent for the purpose. The same rule
shall hold in the allotment of tarm lands : subjected how.
ever in every case to such reservations as may be made
tor governmental purposes.

10. The word volunteers are meant to apply exclusively
to such persous s shall or may be selected to go up and
form the scttlement. :

11. The Pres.dent or Legislature may make from time
to time any other 1egulations not repugnant to the above.

12.  The volunteers shall constitute one military compa-
ny, under the ccmmand of one Captain,two Lit-ul_un:mts,
one Kusign, four Sergeants acd tour Corporals: the Cap-
tam, Lieutenauts, and Ensigu, shall be nawed and com.
missioned by the President, the others to be elected by the
company- 1t is understood that this compiny 1s a tempo-
rary institntion to bhe disbanded at the pleasure of the Pres-
ident. The company is to diill twice a day if necessary, and
shall do sach duty day ana uight, as sentinel and guard s
the exigency of the case may 1equire,

13. The regulations in regard to military duty shall bear
equally upon all pers ous whether volunteers or not, who
shall Le residing the settlement ; Provided there shali 1o for-
eigners be included in the above arrangement.

14, The commissioned officers of the company, ora ma-
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Jorily of thew, shall compose a board, and  be competent
to try all offences which do not involve the life of the of-
fenders, and shall have the same anthority to infliey puy-
isiment aul inpose  fines, that s raited by law toa
Regimental conrt martal.

15, BEaeh volunteer shall be held responsible for all pub-
lic property which may be placed in his charge.

n_.U—— —— .
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It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Kepublic of Libevia in Legislature Assembled :—

SECTIoN 1. That for the election of President and Vice.
President, of the lepublie, Senators and menbers of the
Honse of Representatives, there shall, by the Monthly
Court in each Coun‘y at its Apri! Sessions be appomted
two Judges, and two Olerks for eae  town or village in
which the election is to be held. It shall be the duty of
the judges to take the supervisio. of the election at the
time and place, and in the wanuer presceribed by law—to
receive and count the tickets—to see that they are properly
and correctly registered, and that the election be in ail
cases, conduoceted according to the provisions ot law. The
Clerks of the election shull register the votes under the :
the direction of the Judges.

2. The Sheriff, or lns depnty, shall organize the election,
by administering to the Juoges an cath ‘suitable to the oc.
casion, and one of the Judges shall administer a suitable

oath to the Clerks. Should any Judge or J udges, o« Clerk r
Clerks so appointed and notiffied as dijected in she first
Section of this Act, fail to attend, the Sherift or his deputy )

is Aereby empowered to supply such deficiency by the ap.
polutwent ot some respousible suitable ertizen or citizens to
act as iudge or ) tdges, or clerk or clerks as the case may F
be: And their acts shall have all the authority as if they »
had beew appoiuted by the court. £t

3. Any persons who shall be convicted of changing or

T —
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eansing to be changed, by frandoicut or deceptive means,
any Ueket or tickets in the ballet box, shall, for every saeh
offence forfeit and pay the snm of fitty dollars. Amd any
candidate for the office ot President or Viee President, or for
either branch of the Legislatnre of this Hepablic, who shall

“ by himself, or throngh others give or ¢ause to be given, any

entertainment or other consideration to any voter or voters
for the purpose of influencing his, or their vote, or votes,
shall, ou conviction before any tribunal competent to try the
same forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars : and all
persons concernei in violating this Section, shall on convie-
tion as aforesaid, be subject to a like penalty of one hundred
dollars : and any verson who shall be convicted of receiving n
present, eredit or other considerstion for his vote in favor
of a eandic ate, shall for every sn h offenice forfeit and pay
the sum of five dollars  and sani vote or votes shall not be
connted in making up the retarns,

4, Execepting for the office of Presideney and Viee Presi-
dency, a plurvality of votes shail decide the election; but
in ecases where two candidates for either brapeh of the
Legislature shall have an equal number of votes, the Leg-
jslature at its first session after the election—shall deter-
mine the election by ballot,

5. 'lhe election shall be holden bnt one day, and the
polls shall be opened at nine o'clock A. M. and be elosed
ar six o'clock P. M. It shall be the duty of the Shetiff or
other person acting in his place, immediately on the clos.
ing of the polls, to count in the presenee of the Jadges
of the election the number of votes given in tor each candi.
dnre. He shall write dowu the number given in tor each
candidate for he Senate or House of Representatives, op-
posite the candidate’s name ; Aud the Sheriff and Judges
of the election shall sign the said begister. and forward
the same immediately, under seal to the Secretary of State ;
a copy of said Register anthenticated as atorvesaid. shall Lo
deposi-e! in the oftice ot the Clerk of the County Court,
The vote for Presidest and Viee Piesdent shall be transe
mitfed under seal, to the Seeretary of State.

6. All Jaws, ordinances, gud regulatons repngnant to

this Actshall be, and they ave hereby repealed,

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE OPENING OF AN AVENUE IN THE IN-
TERIOR OF CLAYASHLAND, AND PROVIDING FOR AN INTE-
RIOR TOWNSHIP.
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It is Enacted by the S:anate and Howse of Representatives of
the Republic of Libevia in Legislature Assembled :

Srerion 1. That, from  and after the passage of this Aet,
the President be, nud he is heieby requested and  anthoriz-
e to have laid out an Avenune for a highway between the
Township of Clay-Ashland and the College Reserve, to be
styled John=ow’s Avende : said Avenue to commence at the
margin of the River 8t. Paunl’s, ronning back in the direc.
tion novth 30 : East (with the same as that of the sfreet
between the Town of Clay Ashland and College Reserved to
a line running in the rear of the Town and <ollege grounds,
and parallel with the River St. Paal’s, sixty-six feet wide,
and ronning to the extreme boundaries of (lay-Ashland, ou
the other side of said Avenune—Johnson’s Avenue crossing
said cross road, dropping out on either side, making the
width of said Avenue (00 feet and running a direet conrse
as hefore deseribed, 15 miles.

9 Al it is further cnacted, That the President ble,
and he is hereby requested and aunthorvized to have la.d out
on either side of .Johnson’s Avenue, commencing at the
cross roads heretofore specified.— Lots  of 10 acres, frontiug
on Johnsow’s Avenue width 20 rods, and ropning back a
depth of 80 rods, and in blocks of 16 lots, fronting on each
side of said Avenue. Cross roads 60 feet wide crossing -
said Avenune at right angles, rouning parallel with the cross
road betore named and to the same extreme boundaries at
the extent of each block throsghout the length of said Ave-
nue :—And further, to have all back lands hereafter to be
surveved within the boundaries of Clay-Ashland, surveyed
fronting on Avenues of the same width and rauning paral-
lel with Johnson’s Avenue, and surveys to be alter the
same manner as described tor the surveys of lands fronting
on Johnson’s Avenue; and Johknson’s Avenue t0 be the
starting point for the surveys of all back lands and avennes
not herctofore surveyed and described by deeds.  Avennes
running parallel with Johnson's Avenue 0 be 160 rods
distant from eaeh other, and the rear boundaries of lots
tronting on Avenue coming next to Johuson,s Avenue to
join the rear boundaries of lots fronting on Johnson’s Ave-
nue. forming a block of 32 lote, inclnding the block of 16 lots
tronting on Johnson’s Avenue, and all other surveys and
cross roads on Johnson’s Avenue.

3. And it is further enacted. That the laads may be
sold as well as drawn, ou Johnson,s Avenue, bat in all cases
to be drawn or sold in regular order excepting where swamp
intervene ; any law to the contrary notwithstanding.

4, It isepacted, That when the said Avenue shall have
reached the distance of 15 miles, the President he and. he
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i8 hereby anthorized and requested to have laid ouf a square
plot of 300 aeres into o Township to Le called Newport, in
hounor of the hercoine, Matilda Newport, each lot in said
Township to contain a half acre of land and no more, and
laid out in Dlocks of two acres ; Johuson'’s Avenue ranning
through the centre ot said Township and streets feet
wide crossing each other at angles throughont said Town-
khip :—and be is further requested and authorized to have a
correct plot made of all lands already surveyed, and that
inay hereafter be surveyed ana avenue laid out, within the
boundaries of Clay Ashland, Jolhvson’s Avenue and Town-
ship of Newport.

5. That so much of the said Avenue as may be necessary
and the lands on said Avenaoe shali be surveyved. immediate-
ly after the passage of this Act, and that the Presldent be
authorized and requested to have it attenced to according to
the provisions of existing laws for surveys &e:—and that
the sum of three hundied and fifty dollars be, and the same
is hereby appropriated to commence the opening of said Av-
enne ; and the President be, and he is hereby authorized to
draw for the same; and should it he necessary to alter the
direction of said Avenue after clearing College Reserve, that
the President be, and be is hereby authorized to give in-
structions respecting the saine,

" ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE PLACING OF BINOU COUNTY IN
A STATE OF DEFENCE, AND THE BUILDING OF BLOCK
HOUBES AND ARMORIES IN THE COUNTIES OF

: GRAND BASSA AND SINOU.

It is Emac'ed by the Senate and House of Eepresentatives
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled:— -

SecrioN. 1. That the Presiden
is hereby anthorized to use
the County of SBinou vlaced in a state of defence by having
deposited in that County two hundred and fifty Publie
muskets in addition to what is now there, alsoa sufficient
supply of powderand balls (or lead and balls and buck shot
mnoulds) for cartiidges and all other uDitibng OF %op Phit
he may deem advisable, and have in his power to have sup-
plied ; and that there be also deposited in the County of
Grand Bassa two hundred muskets

; with the addition of pow-
der and balls &e, as provided above for Sinou County.
2. And further. That such cavnon as are now in  Sinou

County that ecan be made available, be fitted up with sub-

t 11.E'r requested and, he
all possible despateh to have
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stantial carriages, and to be located at different points as
may be selected, so as to be made available in ease of ne-
cessity, and where there are none, to have temporary gun-
houses constructed of native material for buildinyg, until oth-
erwise provided for.

3. And further. That tha Commissary for Sinon County
be instrueted with the advice of the Commander of the Reg-
Iment to have fitted up for temporary security of Publicarms,
ammunition and other munition of war, a suitable room
or rcoms not exceeding two as may be prociired for the pres-
ent purpose until otherwise may be supplied by the govern-
ment.

4. And further. That arrangements be made (agreeably
to the law governing public works) for erecting in the
County of Grand Bassa one Block house, and in the County
of Sinou two Block houses at such points as may be select-
ed as being best suited for the fortification of said Counties;
the said hounsesto be of a sexangunlar or hexagoual shape,
sixteen feet in diameter and fitteen feet high, to be built of
good durable 1imber, squared and not less than twelve inches,
the logs to be fitted so as to make close point, to have a
shingled roof and to have a substruct floor for cannon, ele-
vated six feet from the base. In the basement to have one
door three and a half feet wide by five high, and fifteen loop
holes four inch square equally proportioned around on the
eannon floor to have six port holes two and a half feet square,
to have good durable and substantial shutters not less than
two and a half inches thick for the port holes and door, to be
hung with good, substantial hinges te sunit the same, and
plugs for the loop-holes; each house to be mounted with
not less than two cannon with carriages in good order.

5. And farther. That there be erected in the Counties of
Grand Bassa and Sinon, each a suitable bouse for govern-
ment Armory to be constructed of Stone or Bricks and to
be twenty one feet long, sixteen feet wide anud sixteen feet
Ligh, first floor elevated six feet from the base, makinga
basement of six feet in the clear to be used as acannon
house, on the first floor to be apartition ranning across.the
house, and running up to the combing, making oveend a
room of eight feet. The floors and partitions to be laid of
seasoned plank, and to be tongued and grooved, the house
to have a door to each apartment, both to be on the same
side and near each corner just clearing the side braces, and
a window in the opposite side facing the doors. The eight
feet apartment to be used as a magazine until other ar-
rangements are made for a magazine ; therefore there will
be no communication between the two apartments on the
inside.

6. And further. That the sum of flve thousand dollars be

& =
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and the same is hereby appropiated to earry into effect the
provisions of this Aect, and it the Execntive find it necessary,
he is hereby authorized and requested to effect a loan on the
faith and credit of the Republic, of money sufficient from any
citizen or citizens ot either of the Counties aforesaid, on as
reasonable terms as possible, to carry out the provisions of
this Act, aud that the President be and he is hereby author-
ized and requested to draw on the Public Treasury for the
said amount,

ARTICLE I.

Whereas His Excellency the President sets forth in his
Message to the Legislature, the further continuance ot that
lively interest manifested by Samuel Gurney Esqr. of Lon-
don, forthe welfare and prosperity of the Repuablic of Li-
beria, by considering her wants, and his liberality in aiding
by his influence, and means to have them supplied, and of
his cordial co-operation in a measure proposed by himself
in procuring for the Republic of Liberia a metallic Carren-
cy, which he thought Liberia ought to have, and whieh he
readily proposed to furnish, which would cost about Two
llundred pounds, on condition that the governmeut of Li.
beria would supply oue hundred pounds, and that he would
supply one Hundred pounds to wmeet the demand, which
proposition was agreed to by His Excellency the President,
assuming the respousibility on the part of the government ;

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

SECTION 1. That the responsibilify assumed by His Excel-
lency the President in accepting the proposition of Samuel
Gurney Esqr. of London, and his agreeing on the part of
the Republie, to farnish one Handred pounds, for furnish-
ing the Hepublic of Liberia with a metallie Curreney, mects
the most favorable concurrence of the Legislatare ; and fur-
ther : do hereby appropriate the sam of Six hundred dollars,
to meet 1he aforesaid amount, and any other charges ari-
sing, and the President be and he is hereby authorized to
draw on the Public Treasury for the same.

2. Anditis further Resolved, that the President be and
ke is hereby requested, to tender Samuel Gurney Esqr of
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London, the thanks of this covernment, and the citizens gen-
erally for the liberal contribution made by him in aid, for
the procuring of a metallie curreney for the Repnblic of La-
beria, and that they gratefully acknowledge the same.

o D,__.,...___,.._._._;

AN ADDITIONAL ACT RESPECTING LIBERIA COLLEGE,

It is Enacted by the Senaie and House of Representatives of
the Eepublic of Liberia in Legislature dssembled.

SecrioN 1. That the number of Trustees of Liberia Col-
lege shall never be less than nine, nor more than fifteen, in-
cludiug the President ot said Uollege, a majority of whom for
the time being, shall constitute a quorum tor the tracsaction
of Dbusiness, four of said Trustees to be appointed, and any
vacaney in the number of said four to be filled from time to
time, by the President of this Hepublic, and whenever a va-
caney shall ocenr among the other members of said Board
of Trustees, it shall be the duty of the Trustees to fill the
same with all reasonable and convenient despaten ; all said
Trustees shall hold their offices during good beliaviour, sub-
jeet however to Le removed in the wode hicreinafter men-
toned. :

2. The Trustees ot donatious for Edueation in Liberia, a
corporation created by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
may appoint the officers of instruction and Governmentin
sald College, until it shall be otherwise determined by the
Trustees of Liberia College.

3. The President of this Republie, upon the address of a
majority of the Trustees of suid College and after due notice
and opportunity given to the parties coneerned, to be heard
before him, shall have power to remove fiom office
any officer of said  College, whetber Trustee, President,
Professor, Tutoer or other officer, if in his opinion the public
good demasnd it, and whenever such removal shall have tak-
en place, the person or body having competent autlhority
for the pnrpose shall forthwith proceed to fill the vacauney.

4. Such parts of the act ineorporating said College,
as are inconsistent with the provistons of this Act, are
hereby repealed.

i %
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ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT ESTABLISHING. REGULATIONS FOR THZ PERFORM-
ANCE - OF PUBLIC WORKS

Whereas it appears highly necessary that there shall be
soine specitied regulavions, clearly stating the manner in which
Publiec buildings and work shall be offered, performed and
finally discharged on all occasions in the several counties of
this Republie :

Therefore it is Enuacted by the Senate and Howse of Rep-
pesentatines of the Republic of Liberin ia Legislature Assem-
bled.~—That from and after the passage of this Act, all Public
Buildings and other Public work, which from time to time,
may be ordered to be done in anv part of this Republie,
shall by the Agent, Superintendent or other persons herein-
after providea be distinetly named described, measured, caleu.
lated, planned and summed by the square, and the amount of
cost thereby ascertained according to the cu-tomary rule of
charges, and he shall also give a deseription of the kind and
quality of the lumber of Whi_ah said buildings are to be com-
posed, or the kind and quality of any other material, be it
Brick or Stone, either of which are to be selected on all
occasions of the most superior kind, the style and manner in
which =said work is to be executed, as well as the time with-
“in which it 18 to Dbe ‘finished, shall be clearly set forth in
writing, and he shall on some Public day immediately after
the adjournment of the Quarterly or Monthly court, or bv
publication made by hiinself if necessary in conspicnous places,
at or near the place at which said work is to be done, offer
andl give to the lowest bidder, agreeably to the regulations
hereinafter mentioned, the said work,

2. Any person or persons who may so agree to perform
any Public work, which may be offered and sold as above
stated shall be required on the same day on which said bid
was taken to enter into Bond with good and approved security
in double the amount for which said work may have been
engaged, to ensure the good, faitbful, timely, and mechanical
executlon, as may be agreed npon by contract or deseription
given by the officer having charoe of the same. And in all
eages, where contracts cannot be entered into for the proseca-
tion of Public work, the Agent, Superintendent &e, as ap-

ointed, shall, under the direction of the Secretary of the
Treasury, prosecute said work to the best advantage.

3. Resolved that the President be and he is hereby authoriz-
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ed and requested to appoint one or more individuals in each
County of this Republic, whose duty it shall be under the
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury to offer and give
to the lowest bidder ou the terns and according to the rules
preseribed as above any Public work which may be authorized
from time to time as aforesaid and placed under his care
or notice, and he the agent, superintendent or other persons
so appointed skall be required at the end of each quarter to
transmit a report of his doing to the Secretary of the Treasury,
setting forth the progress, completion, or general state of such
Public work us may have heen given him in charge.

4. Resolved that the Secretary of the Treasury be and it
is hereby required of him that the report so forwarded to
said Department by said agent, Superintendent or other per-
gons s0 appointed by the President, be by him presented with
the Treasurer’s accounts at the annual session of the Legisla-
Lure,

ARTICLE 1.

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION.

Whereas in the opinion of the Legislature, Sinou ought
.t0 have an equal ratio of representation with Grand Bassa
County, the number of inhabitants being equai or nearly so;—
and whereas in the opinion of the Legislature, the counties
should 'be as far as practicable representied equally ;

Therefore it is Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assem-
bled,—and passed by the concurrence of two thirds of the
members of each branch of the Legislature.—

That the 2nd section of the 2nd article of the Constity
tion be so altered and amended as to read that the county
of Sinou shall have three Representatives.

It is further Resolved that the alteration and amendment
be submiited to the People at the bienuniai election agreeably
to the provisions of the 17th section of the 5th article of the
Constitution, and the ballot shall be written “adoption or ro
adoption.” -

e
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RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING THE MUNIFICEXCE OF THL
FRENCH GOVERNMENT.

Whereas gratitude declares to this Government that it should
make some public acknowledgement, of the philanthropy
displayed Dby the French Government to this Infant Republig
in the donation of one thousand stand of Arms and Accoutre-
menta=—

And whereas a National manifestation of the regard whieh
that Nation has, at all times and on all oceasions, had to
the rising prosperity of this Repuh]i(:,_ oiving it its aid, when-
ever occasion required it and at all times expressing z kindly
and friendly feeling to this Government as a rising Re-
publi—

Therefore:— Resolved by the Senate and IHouse of Representa-
tives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

That the President be and he is hereby requested to tender
the thanks of this Government to his Imperial Majesty Louis
Napoleon, Emperor of France and through him to the French
Nation for the spirit of philanthrophy evinced in their Nation-
al present to this Republic, of one thousand stand of Arms
and Accoutrements,—and the President is further requested
to transmit a copy of the same to the French Government as
a tribute of our gratitude io that magunanimous Nation,

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF JAMES HENRY

Be it Enacted by the Govervor and Council in Legisla-
ture Assembled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of
the same:— '

1. That from and after this date, James Henry be allowed
an annuity of twenty-four dollars—to be obtained quarterly,
on application to the Governor, out of the Commonwealth
Treasury.

0
AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF HARMON WHITFIELD

Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature
Assembled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same :

1. That from and after the passage of this Aet Harmon
Whitfield be allowed an annuity in the sum of forty dollars
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to bLie obiained quarterly, on application to the Governor, out
of the Commonwealth Treasury.

ARTICLE L
L]

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE LADIES’ BENEVOLENT SOCIE-
TY OF MONROVIA

Be it Enacied by the Governor and Council in Legislature
Assembled, end it s hereby cnceted by the authorily of the
BdIne i—

-

1. “That, from and after the passage of this Act, Colinette
Johnson, Susanuabh . Lewis, Melinda Crawford, Frances
Teage, Willy-Ann Vates, and all persons who now are or who
hereafter may bhecome associatea a bodv corporate by the
name of ke Ladies’ Benevolent Society of Monrovia, and by
that name and style be capable of purchasing, holding and
conveying such real estate as the purpose of the corporation
shall require :(—DBut the annual income of the real estate to be
held Dby them shall not exceed three thousand dollars.

2, That the objeet of this Sociecty shall be to relieve the
distressed. and to administer to the necessities of those whose
circumstances render them proper objects of benevolence—to
encourage, recommend and diffuse by precept and example,
virtuous and honorable sentiments and feeling.

3. 'That the management and disposition of the affairs of
the said corporation shall be vested in a Board of Mauagers
to be eleeted annually in the town of Monrovia, on the second
Wednesday in November,

4. That the persons named in the first section of this Act,
<hail be the first Board of Mapagers of such corporation, and
shall hold their office until the next annual election, or until
others shall be elected in their place.

5. That said eorporation shall possess the general powers,
and be subject to the liabilities imposed on similar institutions
i the United States. :

6. That the Legislature may at any time alter or repeal
thie Act. :

O

ARTICLE T.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE LADIES' D{]RG&S SOCIETY
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature
Agsembled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same :
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1. That from and after the passage ot this Aet, Sarah
Gripon, Mary Ann Benediet, Rebecen Moare, Melinda Craw-.
ford, Mary Anun Prout. Sarah Brown, Cherry Anderson,
Amelia Borns, and all persons who now are, or who here-
after may beeome associated with them, are hereby eonstitn-
ted a body corporate by the name of the Dorens Society
of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh; and by that name
and style be capable of pnrehasing, holding and conveying
Such real estate as the purposes of the corporation shall
require :—Bnt tlic anpaal income of the real estate to be
held by them, sliall not exeeed the sum of three thousand

tlollars. : : ;
2. That the objeet of this Society, ghall be to relieve

the poor i Monrovia amd elsewhere, as far as means ean be
bbtained by soliciting subseriptions and donations in money,
clothing or any other useful article, and to clothe eonverted
natives 1 the neichbhourine towns,

3. That the management aud disposition: of the affairs
and pfroperty of the said corporation, shall Ye vested in u
Standing committee, and an agent to be elected annually on
the second Thursday in January, in the town of Monrovia.

4: That the persons named in the first section ot this
Act, shall be the firse Board of Managers of said corpora-
tion, and shall hold their office nntil the next annual eleetion,
or until others shall be eleeted in their nlaee,

5. That the said corporation shall possess the general
powers. and be subjeet to the liabilities tmposed on éimih][
ihstitations in the United Siates.

6. That the Legislatore muay at any time alter or repoal
this Aet

ARTICLE T.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE UNION SISTERS 0T CHARITY
OF MONKOVIA.

he it Fmrr-fr‘fﬂ_ by the Gorernor and Couneil in Legislature
Agscimdled, and it is bered Y enacted .1’;5,-' the autho r,:fy ot the same:—

1. That Mary Ix Johnson, Rebecea M. Harris, Elizabeth
Ciples, Marinda Cooper, Rachel Eden, Harviet Eden, Mary
Hunter, and all persons who now are, or who heveafter may
Become associated with (Wem, are hereby constituted o body
corporate by tie mune of the Union Sisters of Charity, and
by that naane and sty i, be eapable of purchaging, holding,
amel ronveying such real estuie as the purpose ot the gnrpm.“'.
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tion shall require : ~ But the annual income of the real estate
to be held by them, shall not exceed the sum of three thous-
and dollars.

2. That the object of the said corporation, shall be to as-
sist to the ntmost ot their ability, all subjects of charity, by
helping the widow, and relieving the orphan and needy ;
elothing, feeding, educating and otherwise providing for such
as the corporation may from time to time be enabled to take
under its patronage.

3. That the management and disposition of the affairs of
the said corporation, shall be vested in a standing committee,
and an agent to be elected annually, on the third day of
November, in the town of Monrovia,

4, That the persons named in the first section of this Aet,
shiall be the first Beard of Managers of such corporation, and
shall hold their office until the next annnal election, or until
others shall be elected in their place.

5 That said corporation shall possess the general pow-
ers, anid be subject to the liabilities imposed on similar in-
stitations in the United Staies.

6. That the Legislature may at any time alfer or repeak
this Act.

AN ACT RESTORING WILEY BROWN, EDMOND CURTIS, AND
ANDREW GREEN, TO THE PRI1VILEGES OF CITIZENSHIP.

Be it Enacied by the Governor and Council in Legislature As.
sembled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same : —

3. That, from and after the passageof this Act, Wiley Brown
Edmond Curtis, and Andrew Green, be, and are hereby
severally restored to the rights, privileges, and immunities
granted to all other good citizens of this Commenwealth,
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EXPORT DUTY BILL.

1t is enacted by the Senate and IHouse of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature asscmbled:—

Secrien 1. That, from and after the passage of this Act,
all vessels—whether foreign, or Liberiau—arriving on the
Liberian Coust from any foreign ports shall, before stopping
at any of the trading voints along the Coast, enter at one
of the ports of entry. And in all gases there shall he
placed on lboard of every such vessel by the Collec.
tor, immediately on her arrival, an Inspector furnished with
locks and keys, who shall remain on Loard in possession
of the hateh or hatehes of saud vessel during her stay oun
the Coast; or at least, nutil such vessel shall have discharged
all her cargo, taken on board all her freight, and cleared
trom one of the Liberian ports of entry for a foreign port.

2. It shall be the duty of the Inspector to superintend
the dischargiug of all the cargo from on bomd of the vessel
on which he is placed, to note each pagkage, barrel or box ;
the kind, quantity and quality of the freight landed, aud
see that no article of trade whatever be landea without his
notice. He shall cause the batches to be locked at unsea-
sonable hours ; and shall retain the keys in his possession at
all times during the loading or unloading of said vessel, He
shall examine the vessel of which heis in charge, to see

whether auy goods are, or can be landed without his kmow-,

&

LA
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ledge. Audif, in his opinion, the master, supereargo, awner,
or any person engaged on board  of said vessel, be incline |
to smuggle coods or merchandize to or from the same, he
shall instantly make report thereof officially to the Collector,
who shall immediately proceed to examine the validity ot
saii report ; and should he tind sufficiens reason or grounds
for said report, he shall evter a complaint to the Attorney
General of the Republie, or attorney of the County. as the
case may be, who shajl prosecyte vigorously the parties thus
reported by the Collector. Andin all casesin which any
person or persons are convicted of smuggling, he, she, or
they shall be fized in any sam not execeeding ten thousaud
nor less than five hundied dollars, in addition 1o the confisens
tion of the vessel and cargo, aceording  to the magnitude ot
the crime, at the discretion of the Judge of the Admiralty
Court.

3- It shallbe the duty of the Inspector, as often as he
shall be required by the Collector, to make true and cors
rect returns to bim of all goods or merchandize landed from
on boaid of the vessel of which he is in charge—as provided
tor in the second section of this Acc—and of all produce
received on board of said vessel, the number of Punucheons,
Barrels, Boxes, Bags, Billets, Packages, Rolls, Bandles, & ;
the kind, quantity and quality of produce—howsoever put
up—sbipped on board for foreign market, He shall allow
nothing to be landed or shipped trow, or to said vessel, un-
less between the hours of six  o’clock A M., and six o'clock
P. M., before and after which time, all of the hatches of said
vessel shall be locked, and the keys retained by the Inspee:
tor, as before specified* He shall at all times, when required
by aay ofticer or officers of the “evenue, give any and all in-
formation, ot which he may be in possession, caleulated to
enforce the Navigation, Ommerce and Revenue laws of this
Republic,

4. It shall be the duty of the Collector, or any other
officer of the Revenue, to give information of any other
~officer of the Revenue, to give information of any negleet on
the part of the officer or officers of the Navy to the Attorney
General, or County Attorney, as the case may be; and
sald officer or officers. if convieted, shall be fined in any
sum not less than oue hundred nor wore than ten thousand
dollars, accordiug to the wagnitude of the case. For the
neglect of any Inspector to note and take a correct account
of all goods and werchandize landed or unloaded, and
for neglect of daty in vielation of the 2nd and 3rd sectious
of this Act, he shall be fined in any sum not less than
five hundred nor moce than five thousand dollars, in the
discretion of the Judge of the Court having cognizance of
the same.  And for the neglect of any officer or officers
of the Revenue in command of auy Government vessel, to
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obey any order or command issned by the President or Sec-
retary of the Treasury, he or they shall be fined in any sum
not less than two thousand nor more than fifteen thonsand
dollars, in the discretion of the Court; and for his or their
refusal to render aid to the Collector or Inspector when
called upon, he or they shall be fined in any sam not ex-
ceeding ten thousand dollars. The Court of Admiralty
shall try and determine any and all of the above named
cases ;3 and in case of failure on the part of the defendant or
defendants, to pay the above mentioned fines, he or they
shall be imprisoned for any length of time not less than one
nor more than five years, according to the magnitude of the
crime,

5. And it is further enacted ; That any master, supercar-
go, or owner of a vessel—Liberian or foreign—who shall
come or anchor within the Liberian waters and reftuse to
receive on board au Inspector, shall be fined as follyws ; for
the first offence, one hundred dollars ; for the second offence,
one thousand dollars ; and for every similar refusal or offence,
one thousand dollars; nevertheless the Inspector shall not,
when he has been once refused, attempt to board the vessel
a second time, until he shall have informed the Collector of
his refusal. And in all cases where there is an attempt to
smuggle, or land any goods, wares, or merchandize otherwise
‘than is vow provided for by law, the master, owner or sup-
ercargo shall be fined in any sum not less than o1e thousand
nor more than tem thousand dollars, in addition to the con-
fiscation of the vessel and cargo, in the discretion of the
Judge of the Court of Admiralty.

6. Aund il is further enacted; That an export duty shall
be levied, assessed and collected by the Collector, on the follow
ing named articles : That is to say, on all Palm-oil, a specific-
duty of one cent on each galion; and on all articles of ex-
port not herein named, there shall be collected a duty of
two per cent, advalorem, and on gold or silver coin, there
shall be an export duty of five per cent.

7. And it is farther enacted ; That each Inspector shall
receive from this Government for services, one dollar per
day ; his board and lodging shall be furnished by the vessel
on which he is placed ; any law to the contary notwithstand-

ing

ARTICLE I

AN ACT REGULATING THE INTERCOURSE OF FOREIGNERS,
AND LIMITING CERTAIN OFFICERS.

" iy 1
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It is Enacted by the Sevate and House of Iepresentatives
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

SEcTiON 1. That, from and after the passage of this act,
it shall be unlawful for any foreigner or foreigners to sell, or
barter any goods, merchandize, or vendible property, or
transact any commercial business in any port ot the Repnb-
Jie of Liberia except by the intervention of a Liberian bro-
ker or commission merchant; or unless such rights and privi-
leges are granted to them by treaty stipulations,

2. Itis further Enacted, that it any foreiguer or foreign-
ers be found guilty of violating the provisions of this act, he
or they shall, on conviction before the Court ol Pleas and
Quarter Sessionsg, be fined in any sum,—no% less than five
bundred dollars, nor more than oune thousand dollars for
the first offence; And for the second,—not more than two
thousand dollars, nor less than one thousand dollars at the
discretion of the Court. And in defanlt of payment of such
fine, with all costs and charges, he or they shall be imprison-
ed for a period, not to exceed eighteen calendav months, or
until such fine, with all costs and charges shall have been

aid,

. 3, It is further Enacted, that should any citizen or eiti-
zens of this Republic be found guilty of contravening the
provisivns of the first section of this act, by pretending that
he, or they are acting as broker, agent, or commission mer-
chant ; and thereby canse the spirit and intent of this aect to
be ineffectual, he or they, thuas frandulently acting, shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,—and on conviction before
any coury competent to try the same, be fined in auy sum not
less than one hundred, nor more than five hundred dollars
at the discretion of the Court. And further, shall be liable
to imprisonment, for any term not exceeding six calendar
months j—nevertheless, nothing in this seection shall be so
construed as to interfere with the rights and privileges of
a lawful commission werchant, agent or broker.

4, It is further Epacted, that it be unlawful for the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, Collector of Cnstoms, Treasurer and
Sab Treasurers, or any other oflicer engaged in the Revenue
service, 1o act as agent or commission merchant, for any
citizen, or other person within this Republie, during the
term for which he or they shall have been commissioned,
and any ofticer as above mentioned who shall violate the
provisions of this section, on representation made to the Exec-
utive shall be dismissed from office,~and further; shall be
fined in any sum notless than one hundred dollars,—nor
more than five bundred dollars, at the discretion of the court
having jurisdiction of the same—and that all Jaws or parts
of laws conflicting with the provisions of this act, be and
the same are hereby repealed.
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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL FAIR.

Whereas it is deemed expedient, for the encouragement of
Agriculture and other usetul arts, that a National  Fair he held
in the Government Square in the city of Monrovia, in the
month of December 1857, (sccond Monday,) Therefore —

17 i8 Resolved by the Smale and Hoise of Repres:ntatives of
the Republic of Liberiain Leglslature Assembled :—

Secdry: 1, That there shall be a National Fair held in the
public square of the city of Monrotia, commencing on the
fourteenth day of the month of Deember, 1857

2.: That any artic’e or articles of Agrienlture, Manufacturey
or Art, showine forth the skilly industry and ingenuity of the
citizens of tins Repabliey or the abiuricimes of the conntry, and
animal or animals raised, may be exhibited and  rold at said
national fair.

2 The President of this Repalilic shall appoint a Commit-
tec of five men, to hecalled a Committee of Inspection, whose
duty it shall be to jndge of therelative values of articles of the
game k'nd : as the best made sugar, syrup, or molasses; also the
bost  cleansed coffee, or any other article of agriculture and

anafacture ; extending the same principle of exawination to
articles of wood, stone &e, &e, also to eattle, swine, sheep,
goats, poultry, &e, judging the order, quality, size, &€, of sma
animak.,  The said « ommittee may also inspect single  articles,
as maehinery, faniture, &e, sertivg torth extraordinary skilk
and eratt in workmanshin, as the ease may be ; and upon the
eport of said committee; the President of this Republic shall
award proseinms as follows -

Fo the produeer of the best articie ar =
Cotton, not less than tén pounds, raised

by a Eiberian, ten dollars, & 10,00
“  the producer of the best Syrap, r.of less

than tweniy aallons, seven dollars, 00
« the prodacer of the best molasses, not

less than twenty gallons, two cdol ars, #3200

¢ WSuagar not less than one nundred
ponngs, tens dollars,
« greatest guantity of Collee not Jess

“ 10,00

T ] ¥ i T

than fi'ty pounds, ten doilars, “ 10,00
¢ the produacer of the best Ginger, not
Tess than fifty pounds, five dollars, “ 5,00

& Arrowroot not less than twenty five- |
poumts, three doliars - i
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Yoke of Oxen, ten dollars.
Ox or Bull, five dollars.

To Cow, tive dollars.
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Sheep, three dollars, 450470

Hog, three dollars,

(nrmt three dollars,

Pair of I arkeys, three dollars,
Fowls, one dollar,

Sample of Butter, not less than two pounds,
two dollars

Piece of Ham cured in Liberia, five dollars

Beef cured in Liberia not less than six |

pounds, three dollars, {

Plough, tive dollars

Boots, three dollars

Shoes, of leather made in Liberia, two dol- )
lars and a half. \

Palmoil, I‘Gt less than five qallouh five dollars;

Jocoa, nm; 'ess than five pounds, five (101131"4

Hat, three® dollars,

_Piece of Cloth, ten dollars,

Country Cloth, two dollars and a_half

- The producer of the best Side of Leather,

|
ten dollars. 1
Bricks, specimens of not less than one |
thousand, twenty five dollars. 1
Six specimens of "Chairs of the small fur- |

niture, ten dollars. \
Cleaned Coffee, not less than twenty five |
pounds, ten dollars. |

Row -hoat made in Liberia by a Libeiian, }
ten dollars.

Pair of Oars, five dollars

Sample of Plank, two dollars aud a h alf,

Shmglu not. less than five hunds ed, five |
dollars and a half. §

Hewn stone, five dollars,

Bowl, Tub, or Tray, one dollar,

Coat, "five dollars

Vest of African cloth, two dollars

Pants, two dollars,

Bill-hook, Axe, or Cutlass of African iron,
five dollars

Trunk, of African wood and skin, five doilars,

W heel-barrow, five doilars,

'L-.-'-.-"-I-H"

Iron pan, of African iron or native crokery, }

two dollars.

~ Nut oil, two dﬂlhrs

Blﬁached Palm oil, two dollars,
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10,00
5,00
5.00
3,00
3,00
3,00

3,00
1,00

2,00
5,00

3,00
5,00
3,00

2,00
5 00

10,00

10,00
10,00

5,00
2,50

5,50
5,00
1,00
5,00
2,00
2,00

5,00
5,00
5,00

2,00
2,00
2,00
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To Rice (cleaned,) two dollars, 8 2,00
“  Riece(not cleaned,) two dollars, ¢ P 900
“ KEddoes, two dollars and a half. “. 250
“ Potatoes, two dollars and a half . 250
“ The producer of the best Corn, two dollars, * 2,00
““  Plantains, two dollars, # 200
¢ DBanannas, two dollars, #..2,00
“ Oranges, two dollars s 200
“ Machinery of all kinds subject to inspec- “ . 1,60
~ tion, from one dollar and a half to twen- 20,00

ty dollars,
The producer of the best knitting, two dollars, “ 2,00

111

“ Needlework, two dollars, $...2,00
“ DBonnet, three dollars, “ 3,00
“ (Cap, one dollar, e D0
“ Tin ware, two dollars, % 2,00
“ PBarrel. five dollars, % 5,00
“ DBedstead, five dollars, - 500
“ Made Table, five dollars, ¢ 5,00

4. That the government schooner Lark, or any other vessel
in government service, shall be ordered to convey all such per-
sons residing within this Republic, with their products to the
place of exhibition, as may wish to attend the same, for the
purpose of making exhibition of their several products ; and
shall convey them home after the fair shall have closed.

5. It is turther enacied, that said Fair shall be allowed
to last one week, if necessary ; and that the President be and
he is hereby authorized and requested to draw out of the Public
Treasury the sum of five hundred dollars out of any money

not otherwise appropriated to carry out the spirit of this
Resolution,

ARTICLE 1.

A SUPPLEMENTARY ACT, TO AN ACT ENTITLED AN ACT CON-
CERNING ELECTIONS TO PUNISH THE OFFENDERS AND
PREVENT FRAUDS AND FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN
: ELECTIONS. R

Whereas the present statute law on elections, now in fnrce,
is insufficient to prevent a system of toreign futermeddling ;
and whereas, if it be not timely checked, the end sought by

holding elections, will be irretrievably lost to all Liberians,
therefore,—
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It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
af the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

6. That any and all foreigners who are, or may be with-
in, about the shores, or within the boundaries of this Repuba
lic, shall not intermeddle with Liberian elections, br the use
of money, or by the use of any consideration whatever, which
can be estimated or valued ; such as provisions, ways, em-
ployment, credits, or threats ol dismission from service, or
menaces to with-hold any consideration, which wonld lead
the employee to renonnce his independence and the like.

7. It is fuarther enacted, That neither foreigner nor any
other, pntting himself in a foreigner’s place, shall be guilty
of any of the offences contained in the 6th See : without in-
curring the following penalties, For the first offence, he,
she or they, siugly, shall forfeir and payv not less than $200,
00 and for every sncceeding offence the sum of $200,00 shall
be added.

8. It is further enacted, That any offences of the kind
having been determined against the offenders, and verdict
and judgment having been rendered, in any and every case
against him, her, or them, the proceeds ot executions collect-
ed by the Sheriif, shail be deposited in the Treasury of the
connty where the offence shall have been tried, and the
Sberifl’ shall take the Treasarer’s receipt to the same.

9. Itis further enacted, That the Sheriff shall obtain 5
per centam for executing on the judgment of the courtand
paying the money to the Treasurer.

10. The Treasurer shall give one half of the election pen-
alties to the informant or informants, suckh being ecertified
by the signature of the judge, which certificate being endor-
sed by the informant or informants’ names, shall be held by
the Treasurer, as his voucher; all costs having been paid be-
fore any division shall take place, and receipts held for them
by the Treasurer.

11. It is further enacted, That the Treasurer of the Coun-
ty in which the election penalties shall have beer deter-
mined ;—execution having been issued on Judgment, and
money having been deposited—shall pay out by order of the
President, the other half of the money or moaeys mention-
ed, in the building a poor house in the largest incorporated
city of the County. :

12, The President is hereby authorized and requested to
draw from the Treasary the aforementiond amount for the
above mentioned purpose.

13. All laws, ordinances and regulations, repogaant to
this Act shall be, and they are hereby renealed,
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AN ACT PROVIDED FOR THE RELIEF OF THE STATE OF
MARYLAND IN LIBERIA.

Whereas the eause of Truth, Humanity and Religion,
require  the extension and perpetnity ot the Christian
Settlements that have, under direction ot Divine Providence,
been formed on the Western Coast of.  Afriea; which
settlements we believe are designed by Heaven to be the
lionored instruments of effecting the evangelization, and
civilization of this benighted Continent. Aud whereas our
sister state, Marvland in Liberia, is in a most perilous
condition in consequenee of the sad realities of au unsuccess-
ful warfare against teartul odds. Their small number has been
greatly redueed, theirmeans of defence are very limited and
their ordinary sapplies cut off to a great extent, and their
savage foes by late disasters attendmg the Americo Liberi-
an  arms are greatly  emboldened, and with their
overwhelming numbers may fall upon that infant State and
destroy it. And as the people of the state of Maryland in
their extremity has appealed to the Republic of Liberia
tor assistance ; Therefore, In the name of Humanity, of
Religion, and of our God, though embarrassed by recent dffi.
enlties ourselves, we feel willing to extend the helping hand,
and rely upon Jehovah, and the friends of humanity to sus-
tain us in onr feeble efiorts to avert the blow aimed to de-
stroy our Sister state ; therefore,—

7t is Resolved Ly the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

Seorioy 1. That the President be, au:l he is hereby au-
thorized and requested for the relief of the State ot Mary-
Jand in Liberia, to adopt weasures for the foundation of an
allied military force oftensive and defensive, of volunteers
in this Republic to assist the State of Maryiand In Liberia
to settle the dffienlties subsisting berween that State aud
those of the aboriginal inhabitants, who are hostiie  within
its jurisdiction. ‘The officers of said Volunteer Armny shall
he approved of and commissioned by the TPresident, and
shall be governed by the Militia laws .and  Hegulations ct
the Republic of Liberia. Eaeh volunteer of said military
corps, shall be also entitled to two months’ payment in ad-
vance and a preminm of one town lot and one bundred acres
of farm land, and shall be required to continue until the ces.
gation of hostilities.

9. It is also Resolved, That the President is further au.
thorized and directed to assume the expenses and  payment
of the forces provided for by the 1st Section of this Resolu-
tion ; and to endorse for the State of Maryland in Liberia,
or borrow on the credit of this Government any amoutt ot
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money, not exceeding Ten Thonsand dol'ars, for the safety
and seenrity of Maryland in Liberia, and to inform the Gov-
erpment of the State of Maryiand in Liberia, that the Re,
publie of Liberia has tendered the aid required by that Gov-
ernment. by means of money borrowed by the Republic of
Liberia for the specitic purpose. in good faith, in behalf of
the State of Marylund in Liberia, and require the govern-
ment of  the State of Marviand in Liberia to reimbnrse the
government of the Republic of Liberia for all expendituroe
inearred by the Republic for the relief of the State of Mary-
land in Liberia.

3. It is Resolved, That the President is further author-
izedd and directed to forward to the State ot Maryiand in
Fiberia in addition to the ontfit of Military equipments and
munitions of war furnished the allied forees of this Govern-
ment for the State of Maryland in Liberia, the following
mubitions of war viz:

200 Rounds of Shot

200 Pounds of Buck Shot
10 Barrels of Powder
500 Tbs Lead

75 Muskets

4. That, in order to render efficient aid and assistance
to the State of Maryland in Liberia and to econtinue the
friendly feeling that exists between the nations, a minister
be delegated from this Government to the State of Mary-
land 1 Libera; with full instruetions from the President.

5.  That the President is authorized and requested to es-
tablish Postal arrangements between the two Governments
to continue during the continnance of hostilities ; and to
employ an armed vessel of this Government as far as eir
cumstances  will admit, to assist and strengthen the State
of Maryland in Liberia.

0

ARTICLE L

AN ACT AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION TO BUILD A JAIL
AT ROBERTSPORT GRAND CAPE MOUNT.

Whereas it appears that Robertsport Grand Cape Mount,
18 not provided with a suitable place to confine those who
offend the faws of this Republic, and as it also appears the said
Robertsporr i= under a  government superintendent, and
has no town charter, or authorities tojprovide thelsame :

It ds Bnacted by the Senole and House of Representatives
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

i
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SectTioN 1. That the sum of ($ 500 00) five hundred dol-
lars be, and the same is hereby appointed to build a jail
lhionse 14 by 18 feet, and 10 feet high, and to furnish the
same with all the necessary articles to secure the prison-
ers when it shall be required of the Sheriff to take said
prisoners to the County Jail. And the President is here-
by authorized to draw the above numed amountont of any
money in the Government Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated

ARTICLE L

AN ACT AUTHCORIZING THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
TO DEPOSIT IN EaCH COUNTY A CERTAIN, NUMBER OF THE
FRENCH UNIFORMS,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Liepublic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled : —

That the Seccretary of the Treasury under the direction
of the President be, and Le is hereby authorized to deposit
in the Commissary’s Department ;say Montserrado Coun-
ty, 500 suits ; Grand Bassa 259 sunits ; and Sinoe County
250 suits of French uniforms to be given to the Captains of
the several companies ot the regiments, to be by them dis-
tributed among the soldiers of the same.

SeEcTioN 1. Resolved that it shaall be nnlawful for any
scldier or officer to wear said uniform on any occasion other
than on days of parade. and he or they shall be compelles
to keep said uniforms clean and in good order. Any viola-
tor of this law shall be fined by the Regimental conrt mar-
tial in any sum between 30 ¢ts and 85,00 in the opinion of
the court,

2. Resolved that all fines collected by the Sheriff agree-
ably to the 11th section of an “Act to regulate the Miiitia?
be and the same are hereby granted to the respective
regiments of the several counties of this LRepublic for the
purchase of drums and other musical Instroments as the
court martial :nayv direet. and that the President be, and he
is hereby anthorized to draw on the public Treasury for
the aforesaid fines, and thatall law or parts of laws that
conflict with the provisions of this section be, and the same

are hereby repealed.

e
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AN ACT SUPPLEMENTARY TO AN ACT, ENTITLED AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE CIRCULATION OF COPPER COIN,
AND MAKING THE SAME A CIRCULATING TENDER IN

THIS REPUBLIC

Whereas it appears from the communieation of His Ex-
cellency the President that o an examination by the Secre-
tary ot the Treasury of the Copper Coin of one eent pieces,
legalized by an act of the Legislature, passed and approved
December the 22d. 1856 there is an equal proportion of two eent
pieces, making the £ 200 or nine hundred and sixty dollars.
And whereas said act ouly provides for one cent pieces.
Therfore,— :

It is Enacted by the Senate and Housc of Representatives of
the Republic of' Liberia in Legislature Assembled. :

SECTION 1. That the said Copper Coin be, and the same
is hereby declared to be a legal tender in this Republie, of
the value of Two Cents or one fiftieth part of a dollar, and
the said copper coin shall be received in payment of all
claims for and against this government, and shall be of the
value above wmentioned, in the business transactions within
the same  And shall also be received at the Treasury and
Sub-Treasury Departments, in payvment of all dues in favor of

this government.

2, It is further Enacted, That the President be, and he

is hereby authorized to put in cirenlation the aforesaid Two
Cents pieces making a portion of the £ 200 or nine hundred
and sixty collars, as soon after the passage of this act as is
expedient. '

ARTICLE L

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A UNIFORM CURRENCY,

Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury, did, pursnant to an
Act of the Legislature, procure for the use of this Govern-
ment a et of engraved plates, for striking off engraved bills
ot five denominations; ten, five, three and one doilars, and
fifty cents, to be used asu paper currency in the Republie of
Liberia, and whereas for good reasons (le President thonght
1t not best to issue or put in cirenlation a larger amount than
three thousand dollars ; but as the Legisluture believes, that
at th's present crisis an impetus would be given to the finance
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of the Repuablie by the eirenlation of an additional amount of
the aforewentioned engraved bills. Therefore,—

It is enacted by the Senate and House af Fepresentatives of
the Repulblic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

SEcT1oN 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he
is hereby anthorized, and requested: immediately to issue an
additional anount of five thousand dollars of the said engravs
ed bills.

2. The Secietary of the Treasury is forther authorized
and requested to deposit two thousand dollars of the afore-
mentioned engraved bills, in the Sub-Treasury of Sinon
County : and two thousand dollars of the aforsmentioned
engraved bills in the Sub-Treasury of Bassa County, the re-
maining four thousand are to be deposited in the general
Treasury.

3. The President is hereby authorized to draw from the
publie Treasury a safficient amount of money to meet the
expenses necessary to carry ouf the provisious of this act.

ARTICLE I.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATION OF $ 3600,
FOR EXPLORING AND OPENING ROADS INTO THE
INTERIOR OF THE SEVERAL COUNTIES,

Whereas it is the policy ¢f this government to enconrage
its citizens in every laudable enterprise, and as the exploring
of the interior of our country is a great desideratum ; and as
it appears from a petition of certain citizens of Grand Dassa
County that they are willing to engage in the exploration of
their interior it encouraged by the Government; Therefore,

It is Enacted by the Senate a.m:l' House of Representatives
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled.

Secrion 1. That the sum of three thousand dollars be,
and the same is hereby anvually approprinied for exploring
of Montserrado, Grand Bassa, and Sinou connties.

2. That the President Le, and he is hereby authorized
and directed to appoint in each county, three discreet per-
sons as commissioners of Interior Roads and explorations, one
of whom shall be a sarveyor. It shall be the duty of said

commnissioners to explore the interior of the country for
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which they may be appointed under ditection of the Presi-
dent ; they shall keep a correct journal of their transactions -
furnish an aceurate map of the country over which they
travel ; showing the direction of highways and water cours-
es, situation of towns and villages ;—and giving a deserip-
tive account of the number and character of the inhabitants,
productious and resources of the country. .

‘They shall be invested with power to purchase from, and
negociate treaties with the independent Chieftans residing
beyond the limits of this Republic according to the instrac-
tiong of the President, and shall be especially eommissioned
to treat with the native tribes, to secore the ore-emptive
right to their lands and territories shonld they be disposed
at any futare time to sell them, and shall in all cases en-
deavor to extend by treaty stipulation, the jurisdiction of
this Republie. : £ 4

And said commissioners shall also have a coucurreat ju-
risdiction to settle native difficulties on their route with- .
10 our jurisdiction, as the Native Commission Coart. :
- 3. Said commissioners shall make a quarterly report of
all matters charged in their commission as stated in the
second section of this aect ; And they shall be furnished with
such assistantsas the President may deem expedient to
carry out the provisions of this act, and they shall receive
twenty five dollars ($25,00) per month while employed in
surveying and exploring, and ten cents per mile, snd shall
Le allowed fifty cents per diem .in addition to their salary
while engaged in settling native difficulties.

4, The time of commencing said explorations shall be
as soon after the passage of this act as practicable, and in
every year aiter, to commence on the first of November and
end on the thirty first of May following (seven wmontbs in
each year.)

Q)
ARTICLE. 1

AN ACT SUPPLEMENTARY TO AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE JU.
DICIARY, AND POWERS COMMON TO THE SEVERAL COURTS.

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled

. Secrion 1. That from and after the passage of this act,
Whepever any person or persons, shall consider himself or -
themselves aggrieved by the nonperformance of any contract
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or Jcontracts, made, on the part of the Government. by any
person or persons, whose duty it shall be to make such
contracts, having suffieient autherity for that puipose from
Government.—That the person or persous so aggrieved, shall
have ‘his or their remedy by due course of law, before any
court of this Republic haviag competent jurisdiction, as in
other actions of contract.

2. It is further Enacted : That it shall be necessary, in
order to bring up said sunits, that a regular complaint, stat
ing the cause of action &ec, be brought before the courts, in
the manner and form prescribed tor bringing upjsach suits
against individoals, substitoting the words “Republic of
Liberia as defendant” the clerk of the court notitying the
attorney, acting in behalf of the Republic, to appear to de-
fend said suit.

3- Itisturther Enacted: That when ever any person or
persons shall receive any damage by the application of any
part of bis or their property by this Kepublie to its use, or
otherwise, 8o as to occasion-any damage or loss ; he or they,.
shall on proof thereof before the Court of Quoarter Session,-
enter his or their complaint according to law, as in individ-
unal suits, with the exception as made in the Second >ection,
receive such compensation as a jury shall suder cireumstan-
ces award.

4. It is farther Enacted : That when ever the person or
persons, so aggrieved, or damaged. shall obiain a judgment
in his or their favor, that the court betore whom the cause
or causes shall be adjudicated, after huving ascertained the
amount of jundgment so rendered in favor of the Piaiutifl,
which order shall be signed by the President in his usuul
manner of signing orders for the payment of mopey ihe
Treasurer or Sub-Treasurer, on the receipt of said order or
orders, shall immediately pay over to the party,or par
ties,' the amount specified therein ; neveitheiess, cthis aee-
tion shall not be so construed as to destroy the right of ap-
peals in cases where the Republic is defendant.

i [ e
ARTICLE I,

A RESOLUTION FOR THE COMPENSATION OFJ J. ROBERTE
CHARGE DEIAFFAIRS TO THE GOVERNMEMT O ujs
IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF FRANCE,

Whereas necessity demanded the appointment of the Hon-
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able Joseph '. Roberts as Charge des affairs to the Govern-
ment of His 'mperial Majesty the Emperor of France. and
there Lins been no appropriation made by Law to meet
the expenses of said appointment,—Therefore,

It is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Republic of Lileria in Legislature Assembled.

That the Presdent is bereby authorized and requested to
re-imboise the Honble Joseph J. Roberts “Charge dn‘ Affairs
accredited near His Imperial Majesty’s Government,” the a.
mount of the expenses incarred as stated in his report—
while atiendi g to the affuirs of this Government in Eurepe ;
and thot be also pay to the Honble Joseph J. Roberts, the
sum of Five hondred dollars, to eover expenses that may
have been tncurred, white detained in London one month on
account of this Government, for which no charge is made in
his report, said amouut to be paid oat of any moneys in the
Public Treasury.

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE RELIEF OF MRS: MARY
| CRAYTON.

‘Whereas Mrs Mary Crayton, formerly Mary Youn g
petitions the Legislature to make some provision for her and
chiluren on account of one hundred and thirty dollars due
her former husband G. W, Young by the Mississippi State
Colonizatiou Society since the years 1839 and 1840 for services
rendered in Greenville Sinoe County for the Colonization
agents then acting, Joseph Timely and James Brown, who
employed the said G. W. Young’s services to the amount of
$130,00 which amount was never paid; and whereas the
said G. W. Young died and left three children without the
adequate means of support: and whereas the land and
property of said Mississippi State Colonization Society have
tallen to this government; Therefore,

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Re resentatives o
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature asssmbIe&P Yoo /

That from aud after the passage of this Resolution, the
President be, and he is hereby authorized and requested to
pay to the atoresaid Mary Craywon for herself and three
children, the amouut of one hundred and thirty dollars in
land at the lawful price of public land in this Repoblic.
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ARTICLE I,

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OE WALKER BRUMSKIN,

A

Whereas it appears by a eommunication of iTis Excellency
the President, to the Legislature that Walker Brumskiu,
Captain of the Garrison at Fish-town, now Buchanan in the
year 1852 for official misconducet, was casoiered and reduc-
ed to rauks by the regimental Court-martial ;—and subse-
quently confirmed by the General Court-martial. And
whereas the said Walker Bruamskin, together with the offi-
cers of the secotd regiment and citizens of Grand Bassa
County have petitioned His Excellency the President to
remove the disability ; and whereas for good and sufficient
reasons, the President has referred the same to-the Legisla-
ture, soliciting a favorable consideration ; and whereas the
said Walker Brumskin bas rendered invaluable services to
his country as a soldier and patriot, under tbe most trying
eircumstances : therefore.— . !

It is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of. the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—
 That from and after the passage of this Aect, Walker
Bromskin be, and he is hereby - restored to all the rights,
privileges and immunities of other Military officers in this
Repubiic + and that the judgmeut or - sentence passed upon
tho said Walker srumskin, shall be as fally, and complete-
ly annulled, set aside and dissolved, 'as if no such jndge-
ment or sentence had beeu passed ;—any law to the contra-
ry notwithstanding. - o e ~

0
ARTICLE.
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE REPAIR OF THE
: SCHOONER LARK,
Whereas it appears from the representation of Captain

Cooper, Commander of the Government Schooner Lark,
made to the President of this Republic, and by the Pres-
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ident referred to the Legislature in his annual meseage,
that said vessel is in need of repairs, and if not repaired,
will not be sea worthy longer than the present season 3 and
ag It is impossible thoroughly to repair avessel of war o
this coast, it 1s neeessary to send her to some foreign poit
for vepairs j and as it is to the interest of the hnreruumnt
that her revenue should be protected by an armed vessel
while the Lark is away, to secure the Government her reve.
nue ; therefore, 5 :

It is Resolved bu the Senate and House of Representatives of

he Republic of' laberia in Legislature Assembled : —
" Sperion I That the President e and he is hereby au-
thorized to have the Schooner Lark fitted out, and pat in
ortler preparatory to a voyage to some foreign port, that h{,
the Pres.dent may decem best for repairs-

2. And it is furiher rvesolved, that the President be, and
he is hereby authorized to pmcure. and arm for the reve-
nue service, any vessel he can or may get from 30 to 60 tons
to relieve the Sc¢hooner Lark,

3 And it is further resolved that the amount of ($16000,)
sixteen thousand dollars be, and the %ame is ]wreby appro-
priated to carry iuto effect the foregoing provisions : And
the President e, and he is hereby authorized to draw for
t.hu sume out of any moueys in the public Treasury,

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHING OF A FARMING
E:r]:.’i" TLEMENT IN BASSA CDUN"I‘Y TO BE CaLLED
FARMERSETTA

Whereas the Legislature at its session in December 1835
and Janunary 1356 &e¢, passed an act appmprmtmg the
amount of oue hundred dollars for the erection of bridges
in the settlement sitnated on the north-west side of the St.
Johms river called upper Edina in the County of grand
Bassa: Aud whereas the smd Legislature did not make
any provisions for layiug out a roud in said settiement ac-
cording to the wishes of the Citizers thereot! And whereas
wa bebeve it necessary that there should be laid out, and
planned a regular voad or causeway through said settle-
meut, 80 a8 1o encourage and tacilitate the citizens or settlers
thereof in their operations as farmers, Therefore,—

It is Fnacied by the Senote and House of .Rﬁp?‘ﬂﬂentatwes
of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature .Assemblsd

SEOTION 1. Timt immediately after l:he 'lde[ll‘I]lIlElit of
the present Session of the Legislature, the President au-
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ilorize the Snprintendent of the County of Grand Bassa to
fnstruct one of the Surveyors of said County to survey and
lay out the said Settlement or farming district as follows;
That is to say, the said Settlement shall commence at the
junction of rivers, Mechlia and St Johns, on the South-
west running in a nortbly direction along the banks of the
St. Johns, until it reaches the boundary line of lower Bexley
ov new haven, thence along the said line in a north wester-
Iy direetion for the space of two miles interior of the river
~t. Johns, thenece in a straight line of a South-westerly
direction uptil it reaches the banks of the said Meclin river;
the said farming district or settlement to be called “FAR-
MERSETTA.”

2. And it is further Enaected, that the Superintendent
nnder the direction of the President, be authorized and
instructed to arrange with the citizens of said Settlement
for enough of their lands as will be necessary to be taken
up for a common road under the fellowing provisions, that
js to say, foraspace of fifty feet of land iun front, lying
on the banksof the St. Johns, they shall receive seventy
five feet of land on the back of their farms.

3. That the Surveyor be instructed to Survey and lay
out a road commencing on the point at the junction of the
rivers St. John and Mechlin at the most sunitable place
to be selected by the said Surveyor to run in the direction
of the river St. Johns, twenty leet from high water mark,
parallel with the said river running through the furming
district of Farmersetta until it reaches and connects with
the rond in New Haven, the saic¢ road to be thirty teet wide,
and for surveying laying out and giving the direction ot
said road, the surveyor shall receive the sum of five dollars
per day—provided however, that no more than six days
shall e allowed for the completion of the same.

4, Tt is further ipacted, that, in addition to theone hun.
dred dollars appropriated at the last Session of the Legislature
for the erection of bridges &e, in the said Settlement, there
be appropriated, the sum of one hundred dollars more, in
order that the provisions of this Act may be more eftectu-
ally carried out ;—and that the Vresident be and he is hereby
authorized to draw on the public Treasury for the same :
And further, that the President be authorized to instruct
the surperintendent ot the County of Grand Bassa, to have
the said work put out at the lowest bidder, and that he be
authorized to enter into contract with the undertaker for
the speedy performance of said work. The contracior or
undertaker shall be required to give good and sufficient bond
for the performance of said work.

5, It is further Enacted that the President be and he
is hereby anthorized to draw the above amount of one hun-
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dred dollars appropriated by this Act in mhl'i-tim_l to that
before appropriated out of any monies in the public Treaso
Pb-t'

ARTICLE 1.
AN ACT PERTAINING TO BOUNTY LAND.

Whereas the establishment of  this Government among’
the aboriginal inhabitauts of this country has required the
éxposure of its citizens, to the most trying circumstances ;
eausing the loss of health, htfe, and propeity ; And whereas,
it is the policy of this Government to hold out inducements
to its citizens, to encourage them to repel aggressions, and
put down all attempts against the peace and digunity of
Liberia, and uphold the majesty of the Laws* Therefore.—

It is Enacted by the Senate and House af Kepreséntalives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled.—

SEcTioN 1. That from and after the passage of this aet,-
each commissioned and non-commissioned officer, musician’
or private, whether volunteer or militia, who performed’
Military service in any regiment, campaign, or detachment
in the service of this Republic, when it was a Colonv i
any Battle or campaign sincé January 1st 1822, or in any
of the Wars, or campaigns since that time, shall be entitled
to Lands as follows. Those who served fiom two days, up’
to one week, shall receive five acres. Those who served’
fifteen days, shall receive ten acres. Those who served
over twenty, and served over one month, and less thanthree’
months, shall receive thirty acres.

2. Itis further Enacted, that each commissioned and
non-commissioned officer, mnsician and private, for whom'
provisions are mude by the first section hereof shall receive
a certificate from bis commander, or if the commander be
dead, then be or they shall make oath, that he or they, are
the identical persons, o1 if dead, bis widow may' make oath,
that ber husband was actually in service. Aund if minors,-
a competent evidence shall make oath to the above facts
before any Justice of the Peace, or any officer’ competent
to take such an oath. And that such Certificates, shall be
filed in the Land commissioner’s office ot the County, where
such persons reside. Upon the filing of such Certificiites,
the Land Commissioner, under the direction of the President
shall order the Land surveyed from any Public Lands, not
otherwise appropriated, at the expense of the claimant or”
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claimants. : :
- 3., Aud farther, in the event of the death, of any com-
missioned officer, musiciun or private, prior or subsequent
to the passage of this Act. who shall have serveil as afore:
sald, a like certificate being present, a deed shall be executed
in favor of his heirs. : : _
4, And itis further Enacted, that it shall be the duty
of the Land Cowmissioner to have the Land located on
farming districts, as may be designated by the individual
appheant under the provisions laid down in the second
section of this Act. He shall as soon as the Launds are
surveved, grant a deed to the individual applying, in
lee simple. All sueh certificates suall be by him, filed in
the State Department quarterly. He shall veceive fifty cents
tor such deed, to Lie paid by the applicant. And thaf the
President shail lodge or eause to be lodged in the hands
of the Land Com:nissioner in each of the counties of this
Republic a number of blank deeds signed by him in lus
usunal manner of signing deeds for land. And on presenta.
tion of the certificate as provided for in this second section,
the Laud Commissioner shall have the land surveyed as
provided for, in the foregoing provisions, He shall then fill,
up the deed with the number of acres, mentioned in the
certificate and deliver the same, countersigued by the Land
Commissioner, to the eluimant,

ARTICLE 1.
AN ACT CHARTERING THE CITY OF GREENVILLE.

~ Whereas the eitizens of Greenville, county of Sinou. have
petitioned the Legislature to constitute them a “Body Politie?
and corporate, by ratitying and granting i charter by them
drawn up, and herewith presented ; therefore,

1t is Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legisiature Assembled :—

SgorioN 1. That the inhabitants of the city ot Greenville .
be and they are hereby constituted a Body Politic” and corpo.
rate, under the name and style of Mayor, Aldermen, common
Councillmen, and Freemen of Greenville; and by such name
may sue and bé sued, implead and be impleaded, and do all
other aets that are nsually done by such corporate bodies,
2. The Common Council shall eonsist of nine members,

-y
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residents of the city of Greenville, of whom one shall be chair-
man. ¥

8. The city of Greenville shall have jurisdietion within the
corporate bounds of the said city ; the eorporate bounds shall
be as follows : commencing at low water mark of the south
easterly angle of lot 898. and running North forty degrees
Kast, 21 chains, more or less, along the margin of Sinoe River
to the mouth of a small creek ; then North twenty degrees,
West 80 chains, more or less, to the dividing line of the farm
lands of Edward Morris and James Jesse Jeffs ;: then North
forty degrees East to Sinoe River, to low water mark, say 16
chains, then  North twenty degrees East to a creek, ‘say 46
chains, mozre or less ; thea north seventy degrees West, to low
water mark in the Po River, say 85 chains more or less;
thence along the Atlantic Ucean at low water mark to the start-
ing point at lot number three hundred and ninety eight, con-
taining an area of from four v five hundred acres of land. And
in case it should be necessary to execute lawful process withods
the bounds of said corporation, then and in that case, any mag-
istrate residing within said county may issue jadicial process,
on representation of any city officer being made to him ; and
the same may be exwcuted by any constab'e of the county.

4. The corporation aforesaid shall have full power and aii-
thority to make and fulfil contracts. take and hold real estate to
‘the value of one hundred thoasand dollars, and lay all such
taxes asmay be necessary for city purposes. shall passall
necessary municipal laws and ordinances; said “ Body Politic ™
shall have full power to settle its own rules of proceedings ; to
appoint its own officers; regulate its own fees, ahd all othet
necessary ®cts not incompatible with the general laws of thig
Republie.

6. All ordinances and municipal laws establiched by the
Common Council shall be subject to the approval or disapprov-
al of the Mayor, if disapproved, his objections shall be made to
the  ommon Council within three days; and if not returced
within three days, such delay shall be equal to approval ; pro-
vided, however, such deiay be not occasioned by the adjourn-
ment of the Commor ‘Council: the Common  Council may,
nevertheless, by a vote of two thirds of 1ts members, pass any
lsw independent of his approval.

6. The fint etection of Uity officera shall take place on the
thitd Monday in February 1857; all other elections shall take
place on the third Monday in February i each following year,
and shall be conducted ascvording to the laws goveraing elec-
tions for state officers, under such modifications and restrictions
as the Common Council may ordain., The eleetive officers ghall
be one mayor, four Aldermen, and nine Common Coungilmen

all of whom shall hold their uffice for the term of.one year,

unlers vacated by resignation, removal, or death; in which
‘eases vacancies may be supplied by special elegtions. No paz-
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son shall be elegible to the office of Mayor, who is not a resident
of the city of Greenville, and who does not own real estate to
the value of one hundred dollars. No one shall be a Cornmon
QCounciiman who is not a resident of said city, and who does
not possess unencumbered real estate to the value of fifry dol-
lars, and no person who does not possess real esiate in the city
of Gaeenville shail be allowed to vote,

7. .There shall be a City Coart, which shil be compised of
" three Aldermen, one of whom shall be chairman, whbose duty
ghatl be to try and determine all cases coming into the same,
except such as may be taken therefrom by sppeal , as is herein-
after provided. The Aldermen shall, within the precincts of
the city, exercice the functions of justice of the peace, in such
infractions of their laws or ordinances as may le assigned them ;
and it shall be their duty to try and determine all peity offen-
oes ; bus appeal may be had from their decision to the City
Court. Thne. paid City Court shall, by its owu clerk, keep de-
tailed  records of all matters and things which sball come
before .it, in a book or bnoks provided for that purpose, which
when, full shall be forwarded to the Secretary of State, for
preservation among the archives of this Republie.

8. The Common Council shall hold ite first Session en the
first Monday in March. All impeachments, made by the afore:
said Common Council, of officers, shall be made to the Mayor,
who may, it said impeachments be sufficiently established, sns-
pend such officer or officers, -until the uexc ensuing sessiom of
the City Court, which shall try all such impeachments. .
9. -!gha..!{a}'qr. Aldermen and Common Courcilnien shall
have power to lay out new sticets, highways and public walks
or parks, and keep them in order, and shull have power &0 . ap-
point inspectors of all kinds of produce brought inbo the city,
or exporied from the city ; they shall slso appoint Inspeoiors of
weights and measnres. : .

_10.. 'Fhe Mayor of sad city shall be chief executive;mnd it
shall he his dutv to be vigilaut and active (in cansing $he Jaws
shereof -to be executed and enforced; and he shall be .conserve-
tor of the .peage within  the city; he shall recommend to:the
City. Council.at ity regulsr session allsuch measvres as iahis
opinion wonld eshance the condition of the streets, avenues,
bighways and public walks of the same, as well as topoint.onk
all nuisances, of whatever kind, and recommend measores faor
141 .The. Common Conneil shall have power to :issue .all
wholesals and retail Licenses; fix and enjoy the benefis of the
gams for city.pnrposes ; they -shall Lave power to draw -onk -of
the ;publip.treasury, by  order of the Presideut of the Republio, -
all oneys which are now due the Town of Greenvills, agreea.
bly /40.an sct, granting ceriain moneys to the  differciit Towns
and Vﬁuea :.and the President -is hereby requested to .order
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the payment of the aforesaid amount to the Common Counsils
men of ‘the ¢ity of Greenville. | Lt Al

12." This chart:r may be altered, revoked, or amended, om'
presentation properly made by said City authority, by petition-
to the Legislutare of the Republic of: Liberia, or wi out’such
petition. L i A

13. This charter and all its provision shall go into effect on
the first Monday in Januaeéy 1857; any law' or chartes’ to the
eontrary be, and the same 18 heroby repealed. A A

.I} i
ARTICLE |

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE *“YOUNG MEN'S LITE.
RARY ASSOCIATION OF BUCHANAN, GRAND BASSA.

It is Resolved by th: Semate atd House of Representatives of
the Regpublic of Libsria in Legislature mbhd-—-

Sserion 1. That from and after the passage of this Acs,
Aaron V. Davis. Henry M. Weat, Anthony P. Harris, Henry
W. Foster, Charles A. Pitman, Albert J. Johnson, Ambrose
Redd, Walker DBrumskize, Jacob D. Presion,  Anthony W.
Gardner, and Jamed S. Smuth, sll of the city of Buchanan, to-
gather with such others as now are. or may hereafter becoms
members of the Association called the “ Young Men's Litarary
Association of Buchanan, Grand Bassa,”’ be and they are here- -
by declared to be 2 bady corporate ané pohtic, and under the name
and style of *“ Young Men's Iitarary Association of Buchanan,
Grand Bassa,” and shall be eapable 10 law to receive, hold and
enjoy reul' and personal estate to the amount of Twenty five
thousand dollars, for the use and venefit of said institution;
amlighall have perpetual suonession of officers and members,
and mdy’ have and use a common seal, and under the name and
style” aforésaid, may sue and be sued plead ‘and b> impleaded ;
AUSWer: and be answered unto in any court of law or equity
in this' Répablic having the requisite jurisdiction. | ;

2. And it is furcher enasted ; That the said society shall ba -
capable in law of regeiving by bequest or donation, whether in
money or other things, for vhe benefit of said institution
whatever  name or style the same may be made ; and under thejr
name anda svyle aforesaid may, when the interest of the sogie-
ty: and 1tg prosperity seem to reyuire if, sell, lease or ex '
any eslale by them acquired, whether by purchase, bequest or
donation, . -

3:' -ADd boit further enacted; That the  Young Men's Lit-



T T T T T i e el i T LB g B T

220 I_amf} MEN'S LITERARY ASBOOIATION,

Asgociation of Buchanan, Grand Bassa' aforesaid, is
hereby vested with full power and muthority to make and to
establish such by laws, rulesaud regulations for their own gov-
eroment a8 they deem expedient ; ‘providid such by laws, rules
and regulations be not repugnant to the laws or constitution of -
this Republicand provided, also, that such by laws rules and
regulations shall at all times be subject to be altered or repeal-
ed by the Legislature. ; ' :

4. And beit further enacted; Thal for the purpose of ear-
rying fully into effect the designs of the aferpsmid ingsitution,
there shall be, eighteen managers of the Association chosen
from the members ¢ active’ or ** honorary,” or their successors,
by as many of them a3 ehall assemble at their place of rendez-
vous, or any other convenieni place acccrding to ‘notifieation,
on the first Weanesday in Apiil in each year, when a majority
of those present shall have full power to elect, by ballot or oth-
erwise, as may be diwrected by laws of said asgociations. And
said managers, thus elected, sball at their first regular aieeting
thereafter. elect 8 President, Vice President, Treasurer, Record .
ing Becretary, two Correaponding Secretaries two Curators,
one Librarian and a Censor from their own bedy. :

The Board of Manapers shall have the general superinten
denca of all things pertaining to said association.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE LADIES' LITERARY
INSTITUTE OF GREENVILLE 8INOE COUNTY.

1_:‘,_*17: Enacted by the Senate qnd House Representatives of the
Republic of Liberia in Legislature assembled:—

Seerion 1. That from and after the paseage of this Aet,
8. E. Brown, R L. Brown. A, F. Morrrell, A." Priest, E.
Muray, M. Crayton, M. Roberts, H. Jones, A. Coker, all
of the town of Greenville, together with such others asnow.
are, or may hereafter become members of the association call-
ed “The Ladies Literary Institute of Greenville, Sinoe Coun-
$y,” be and they are hereby declarad to he a bod) culforat& :
and politic, under the name and style of ““Ths Ladies' Litera.
ry Institute of Greenyille, Binoe County,” and shall be capa
ble in law to receive, hold and enjoy real and personal
estate to the amount of iwenty five thousand dollars, for
the use and benefis of said institution, and shall have per-
petual succession of officers and mémbers and may have
and use a common seal, and under the mname and style
aforesaid way sue and be gued, plead and” be nupleaded,
answer &nd be answered unto in any eourt of law or equity
in the Republic having the requisite jurisdiction.

9. And bhe it further enacted: That the said Society
shall becapable in law of receiving by bequest or donation
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whether is money or other things, for the benefit of said
institution by whatever name or style the same may be
made, and under thoir name or style alctessid may, when
the iunterest of the Society and its prospecity seem fo  re-
quire it, sell, lease or exchange any estatc by them acquired,
whether by purchuse, bequest, or donstion.

8, And it is further enacted : That ** The Ladies’ Literary
Institute of Greenville,” aforesaid, is herety wve-ted wiih
full power and authority to make and establiish such by-laws,
rules anc regulations for their own governmeant as they
may deem expedient and negessary; provided soch by laws,
rules and regulations be not repugant to the laws or Con
stitution of this Republic; and providea also, that such
By-laws, rules and regulations at all times be subject to be
sltered or repealed by the Legislature.

4. And be it further enacted: That for the purpose of
carrying fully inio effect the designs of the aforesaid imstitu-
tion, there shall be nine managers of the assaciation, chosen
friom the members, either active or honorary, or theiwr sue-
ceesors, by as many of them as shall assemble at their place
of rendezvous; or any other convenient place, according o
notification, on the second Tuesday in Sepiember 1n each
year, when a majority of those present shail have full power
to elect by ballot, cr otherwise. as may be directed by the
By-laws of said association; and suid maragers thus elected
shall, at their first rogular meeting thereafier, elect a
Pregident, Vice. President, Treasurer, Lecording becretary,
one Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, and a Preceptor,
from their own body. Ths board of managers shall bave
the general superiniendence of all matters and things - per-
taining to said association.

0
ARTICLE L

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT TO
FUBNISH THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION 0.
CIETIES PREMIUM LAND FOR EMIGRANTS.

Whereas application haa been made fo this Government
by the Indiana Staie Colonization Society to negotiate for
the purchase of large tracts of lands, for the purpose of dis-
tributing the same as bounty lands to perscvs cmigrating

from that state to Liberia as an additional premium to the

granis of land already allowed by this goveinment to em.
igrants coming to this country; and as this guvernmeni is
solicitous - to encourage the emigration of cnterprising wen
ol color to this country, by the employment of ail proper
means ;—Therefore. : :
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It is Iicgolved by ths Semats and House of Representitries of
the Republiz of Lileria in Legislgture assembled.

Sgertew §. That from ana after the passsge of this Res-
olation, the Presidant ghall have authorty fo negotiate, with
any of the Colonization Societies degiring i¢ to furnish rhem,
at 8 siipumtel price oot exceeding five ollars, nes loss
than ons dollar per nere—marshy lands excepted—with any guan-
tit-_? of farm lands, whick ﬂ."-.ﬂj’ mny require tor the use of
emigrants, ©s un indccement for them Jo emigrafe. .

8. Certificates shall be granted to rhe Society or Societies
purchasing lands according to the provision of this Resolu-
gion,—-acknowledging the receipt of the puchase money,
for which credit has been yranwed on the bovk of the Trea.
surjy department, for the quuntity of land purchased, which
lands are to be deeded to emigrants on presentation of certifi-
cates signed by the proper officers of the Society making the
purchase. :

8. And further, the President shall exercise hie discre-
tion whether the lands disposed of agreenhlj' to the regula-
tions herein provided. shall be particularly designated, or
whether tbe quantity purchased be merely stated, to be
appropriated public lands. It being provided, nevertheless,
that no land shall be so certified or conveyed away uncer
these proviscns, as to give any Colonization Society the
exclusive right or privilege of settling any wown or village,
by having possesriou of all the farm lands of any village or
adjacent to any Town. ; :

0
ARTICLE L

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
\ AN INTERIOR SETTLEMENT.

Whereas  the American Colonization Bociety and the
Authorities of this government have long entertained the
idea, that the mountainous dietriets im the interior of our
- county possess superior advantages to the seaboard, for -
the enjoymeunt of health for the pursuif ot agriculture, and for
the development of the vast resources of our excellent country.

And wheceas the Amevican Colonization Bocicty, solicitous
to test, by actunl experiment, the correctuess of the above
mentioned supposition. so important in its results to' the
cause’ _of religion, and humanity, and to the cure of slavery,
and yedemption -of Africe, have generously’ proposed, thvough -
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their special Agent, the Rev. John Seys, to fornish iiberal
means to establish, by and with the consent of chis goveru-
ment, sn interisr settlement in the Queah Country, discant
about fifty two miles from Monrovia in the County of Mont-
serrado ; and have assured the governwent, that vo expense,
whatever, will be saved on their part to meet every con-
tingency, and have further declared in due forw that. shoald
any difficulties arise with the natives, in which pecm.iary
embarassments are involved, the Sociesy pledges to 1ndemni-
fy the authorities of the Republic for any and all sueh
liabilities :

And whereas the said settlement in the Queah Country
in the interior of Montserrado County is a test gettlement
to prove the correctness of the above supposition, preparato.
ry to a ‘general movement by the American Colonization
Bociety to form interior settlemeuts; and creates ihe necessity
of a dopting some uniform system' whereby inierior st lement
shall be established, and as distant intericr settlencents, inthe
midst of large and powerful tribes, cannot be protected unless
due prudence be exercised by this government, and esch set-
tlement be furmished with the requisite menus of defence :
therefore,

It is Enacted by the Semate and House of Representatives of
the Kepublic of Liberia tn Legislature assemblid :—

SecrioN 1. That the American Colonization Society be
and ig hereby authorized fo establish pettlements in the in-
terior of the different Counties of this Republic, under the
direction of the President, according to the provisions here.
inafter ordained.

- 8. Itis further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the.
American Colonization Society to procure the proper com
pany of efficiens volunteers, consisting of aselimated £i
berian ¢itizens from twenty one to forty-five years of age,
to enmlist ‘as permanent settlers, The American ('olomization
Bociety shall aleo be held amenable to this government for
any ‘and all' ‘expenses this government may incur in the de-
fence of said settloments; until each of gaid scttlements shall
register, a8 permanent settlers one hundred able bodieq
men, between ‘twenty one -and forty-five years of #ge, when
their epecial responsibility shall cease and come 10an end.

“8. 1t is further 'enacted, that no settlement shull be com.
menced with & ‘less ‘number than forty volunteers: tl.e
namber of volunteers ‘may be inereased, bowever, io one
hundred; and the privilege of volunteering shall be exiend-
od to six months after the eommencement  of each gettle
ment; provided, moreover, 'that whenever avy of said set-
tlements or any other settlements in Liberis, be in dan-
ger of iovasion, or ‘have become weak and require 0
be sirengthened, the President may, and he is hereby au-
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thorized aml empowered to grant %o ad many volnnteers as
he may deem expedient enhsting to seitle ab said place a
town lot and thirty rcres of farm land ; and eanse the Agent -
of the American Uolonization Society, ‘or instruct the See-
retary of the Treasury, respectively as the case may be, to
issue or canse to ba issued to sauch volunteers, the rations
allowed by law to the Militis in actual service, for a limited
time. not execeding six months : '

4. Tt is further enacted, that in all cases bereafier oc.
ourring, for which wuo previons stipulationi have been special-
ly ‘entered into between this government and the American
Colonization Soociety, the President shall regnire tull and
satisfactory security of ihe American Colonization Society;
that giriet conformity will be observed, on their part, to the
provisions of thie Act bsfore he grants permission for the’
formation of any seitlemént contemaplated by this Ack,
whatever. ;

5. It 1s further enacted, that the American Colonization
Bociety shall also be required to build. as fortresses two or
more block houses, as the President may direcs, on the out
poste of each settlcment, and a suitable one in a cemral
position as an army; and the P'resident Js hereby authorized
.and directed to deposit, in the armory of each interior settle.
ment, sufficient munitions of war, of every deseription, to;
defend the place against any emergency; and in case of
deficiency in the supplies of this goverament, the President
ghall cause tha American Colonization Society to supply that
deficiency. ;

6. It is further enacted, that a Superintendent shall be
appuinted by the President, for each distant new gettlement,
who -shall bave the general supervision of the Civil and
military affairs of the settlement, under the direction of the
Precident, apd shall be considered, in every respect, as
his vicegerent. There shall also be a Commander of thé
Military, of the rank of Captain, two lieutenants and =«
Commissary, to bs appointed by the President; snd such
other subordinate officers, a¢ belonging to the different
companies of the Militia, shall be appointed by the com-
pany.

The Captain, Lieutenants, Commissary, and Agent of the
American Colonization Society, shall form a cabinet coun-~
¢il, to advise witk the Superiniendent respecting the most
efficient plang of exccuting the regulations made and 8p-
‘proved for the Military of the seltlement, not repugnant to
the laws and (onstitution of this Republic, and the insti.
tntions ot the President, to be by him approved before eh-
forced, unlees in case of emergeucy; pot provided for, in
law or otherwise. :

7. 1t is further enacted, that each emigrant and volan-
teer regiding in, or going to any of said setilement, ghall be
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ﬁ_]_i‘_nish(ll with, and keep in their possession  a good musket,
vartridge box and bavonet, which they shall keep in order
and use at drilla,—And any and al' persons that reside in
sunid settlements previons to the registry of one hundred
auble bodied men from twenty ove to forty five yvears of age,
who cannot use a gun efficiently, =bail be required to prac-
tise marksmanship, at least onge a week, and oftener if ne-
cessity demand it, in the discretion of Vigilanee Committee
ordained by the 6th section of this Act, until he shall be a
proficient marksman, o :
8. It is tarther .enacted, that each volunteer, and such.
immigrants to whomn lands have not beeua previously assign-
ed, who may goout before the expiration of three years at-
ter the commencemenf of the settlement, shall be entitled
to & towu fot of one hundred  frontand two hundred and |
eighteen teet deep, being about a half acre ot land ; and a
tarm lot of, thirty aecres tp be seven and a half chains frons,
and forty chains deep, in, the vicinity of the settlement.
The method of allotment shall be, that the volunteer,
whose name shall be first envolled, shall have the first
choice, free from any lottery whatever ; and the next on the
list shall make his free choice and 80 on, to the end of thie
list j and in like manner with immigrants. = . _
0. 1t is further enacted, that no deed shall be granted in
favor of any volunteer, until he shall have resided one full

Year in the seftlement, and shall Lave produced satisfactory -

evidence that he has faithfally discharged the daty ot a
volunteer, aud that there are no tines standing against him :
provided, farther, thatin, the event of the death of any vol-
unteer while in actual service, the land to whieh he would
have been entitled had lie served out his tull time. shall be
deeced to his heirs, and provided, more over, that, should .
any volunteer have been honorably discharged from said
settlement, from failure ot health, or any other justifiable
cause he shall have a pro rata portion of the premium.
lands granted to him aceording 1o Lis time of service.
10. It is further enucted, that each interior Township
51:)}{1- be Iaid out in manner followiug ; §
he town proper shail be two miles and oue hundred feet,
square, divided by avenues of one hundred feet, crossing,
at right augles, the eentre of the town, extending in the
ct}ml{l‘;}*_ as far as the Township shall extend, or necessity .
sha]l require, as highways ; and a like avenve of ope hun-
dred feet shall pe on the four sides of the Town, and to be

also extended in the country as far as, the Township shall

n:,!:itlt-ml, or there shall be wnecessity of ahighway.  The
farms shall front on the four side gvenues, t-m:luéiug the
towt In a hollow squave, for one tier, excepting towns situ-
afed € 1ivess, when thie farmg shall Le on either side and
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on the rear ; and there shall be no farms in front betweeir
the town and river, but the farins on either side of the town
next to the river shall face the »iver, and atter the first tier,

the farms shall be reversed and turned crosswise, and front -
on the averues running from the town, aceording to the -

map or plan hereanto annexed.

11. 1t is farther euacted, that the President shall have

power to determine the position of the settlements ; fornx
and institate such special regulations as he may in his dis-

eretion deem proper, not repugnant to the laws  and Consti

tution of {his Republie ; provided, nevertheless, that all such
settlements shall be econsidered under martial Taw for one

year, and for a longer time, if the President in his jﬂ(ig‘[ﬁiﬂlti

may think proper; unless the Legislature shail otherwise
determine,

12. It is turther enaected, that the settlement to be torm-
ed in the Queah country, shall be named Careysburg, in hon-
or of the late Lot Carey, and that all other setilements form
ed shall be named according to the pleasure of the Legisia-
tare. :

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT TO REIMBURSE DANIEL STROTHER IN CERTAIN MON-
EYS WHICH HE LAID OUT IN THE COMPLETION OF A BRIDG L
AND CAUSEWAY IN THE COUNTY OF SINOLE.

Whereas Daniel Strother, of Sinoe '‘ounty, T‘IE‘:'S'thitinued

the Legisiature to refund him money, whiclh: he |aid ont in .

building 2 brilge and canseway in the saiedd Couuty, tor the
benefit of the public ; and whereas the said Daaiel Strother
statos, that the appropriation maie by the Legisiatore was
not sufficient to complete the bridge und eauseway, dand

that he had to use his own money, thirty seven dollars ;.

Therefore, i

1t is Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre&antatiw;a.

of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :—

That, from and after the passage of this resolution, the
President bLe, and he is  hereby authorized and 1't1qm=.stml tor
draw ou the public treasury for the sum of thirty seven dol-
Jars, to reimburse the aforesaid Daniel Sirother. i

W o
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AN ACT AU'i‘IIGﬁIZIHG THE PUBLICATION OF THE LAWS OF
22 THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

&

It is Enacted by the Senate and House af Kepresentatives of
the Lepw! lic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled.— '

Skuerton 1. That hereatter the laws passed at each ses-
siou of the Legislature shall be published in a neat volume,
within uinety duys afier the close of each session’ together
with such treaties as may be concluded by this government
at each successive term of the Legislature,

2.  That such publications shall be deposited in the Treas-
ury auwd Sub Treasuaries of the Republie, to be sold at an ad-
vauce of twenty per cent on the prime cost of such publica-
tions. i

3+ And, moreover, whenever neccessity requires, for the
move speedy entorcement of the laws, their puablication in
band biil torm, the laws so published shall be deposited in
the Treasury and Sub-Treasuiies of this Republic and dis-
posed of in the wanner above preseribed for the circulation of
laws published in pamphles torm, _

4. That trom the passage of this Aet, no law shall be en-
torced Lefore the same shall have been daly pnblished.

5. It is further provided, that the laws of the present
session be embodiced in the compilation of laws already in
press, and that the last message of the President be also
added to the publication of messages already ordered.

6. That the sum ot one hundred and fifsy dollars be ap-
propriated, perannain, to carry oat the above provisious,
witless the Legistatuve shall see fit to inerease or diminish
the amouunt in suceessive annual appropriations.

7. That the Presideut be, and he is hereby aathorized to
draw ou the public Trveasury for the amouni, or any pare

“thercof, above appropriated, out of any monies therein.

ARTICLE 1.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE CIRCULATION QF COPPERYCQILN,
AND MAKINGZTHE SAME A LEGAL TENDER IN THIS
REPUBLIC.

Whegeas the copner one cent pieces, coined upon the pro-
position of Siwenuel Carney Hsq, bave arrived, and action of
the vegisiature s necedsary t make said coin a legal ten.
der, aud (o pas tie saine L cirealation 5 therefore,
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It is Fnacted by the Semate and House of Representatives
ot the Republic of Liberia in Legislature Assembled :— . .

Secron 1, * That the ghill copper coin be and the same i
hereby declared to bea legal tender in this Republie, ot the
value of one cent, or bne liundreth part of a dollar ; and the
said copper coin shall be received on payment of all elaims
for and against this government, and shall be of the value
above mentioned, i the bnsi es8 transactions withiu the
same, and shall also be reeeived at' the Treasury amd Sub-
Treasury departments in payment ot all dvesin tavor of this
governent. e oStk

2, It isfmther enacted : That the President be and he is
bereby authorized to put in cirenlation £200, or nine hane.
dred aud sixty dollars of the copper voin aforesaid, as sovn
after the passage of this Act as is expedient.

N
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ARTICLE 1.

A RESOLUTION APPROVING OF TREATIES CONCLUDED BE.-
TWEEN THIE GOVERNMENT AND CERTAIN NATIVE
; AR HEADMEN OR CHIEFTAINR. '

i ity
i

Wherens the laws of this Republie provide for the nege-
tiation of treatics between this governnent and tlmsu;;-
rounding Headmen or Chiefs ot native tribes, who may SigZe
nify a willingness to enterinto such agreement-—no force or
fraud having been used :—and whereas i:_y pacific negotiation,
treaties  of Peace, indemnification, Concession, &e., havo
been conelnded between this government aud the Grand
and Little Bataw, the Sinoe and the Blue Barre tribes, re-
spectively ; therefore, - # ' T

#

T it B e i R

Resclved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Republic of Libevia in Legislature Assembled.— '
sroTion 1. Mhat fhe Sehate approve of  the treaties con:
eluded between this Government and the Grand _uml Littlo
Butaw, the Sinoe and the Bloe Barre tribes, respectively; amd
furtber, that the Senate cousider the Blue Bane 1{911-111“-1\-_,,.5_
ceded to this goveinment as stipulated in the t;‘t*_;t‘l:*_.‘ 1_]1’[1“*11.“
poverument and that tribe, the bonafide possession of this
this Republie. © :

L
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A ACT TO ALTER AND REPEAL AN ACT ENTITLED AN ACT
COMMERCE AMND, REVENUE. : :

Itis Enacted by the Senate and House of Revresentatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislatyre Assembled. —. ;

Secriox 1. That the flist section of an /2 et entitled 4An
Act to amend an Act regulating Navigation. Commerce angd
Revenue,”  approved Jannary the 18th, 1833, as reads :
“There shall be colleeted a duty of one dollar per gallon, on
all arcent spirits, wines, claret, cordiads and malt ligup:
linded in this Bepublie,” be and the same is hereby abrogat-
ed, aud that all laws ov - parts . laws militating against this
Act be and the same are hereby abrogated. : %4

2, It is further enacted : That the third section of the
fitth aiticle be xo altered and amended as te read : On rum,
gin and whiskey landed in this Repubie, there shall be eo}-
lected a duty of twenty, five cents on gach gallon ; and on
brandy  wines and cordials there shall be collected a duty
of thirty seven and a bhalt eents on, each gallon ; und on
ale, porter amd claret there shall be collected a duty of six
per cent ad volorem, Auny law' to the contrary notwith-
standing. : ' i ;

b

AN ACT OR RESOLUTION GRANTING TO THE COMMON COUNCIT,
 OF BUCHANAN, GRAND BASSA § 150, TO ASSIST 1IN BUILD- |
ING A BRIDGL, &e. oY,

Whereas it appears from a petition of the Mayor ang
Comwmon Couneil of the city ot Buchapan, that they arg
much In need of o substantial bridge aeross the first pond
north ot Hudsow’s rock, which pond separates the first from
the secend ward of the city, which renders passing hoth
dangerous :ill'nﬂ'jlu[u'm;litn_hie*. And whereas they have ey
titioned this Legislatme to assist them, by granting them g,
stnall . amount ; Lherelore, :

It is Resolved by denate and House of Representatives of the
Sepublic of Liberia in Legislaiure Adssembled. — . _

SEction L, That the smin ofene hundied and fitty dollars
he, «nd the same is hereby granted unto the Common Coun.
il o1 the ¢ity of Buchavan, to assist them in the crection
of a4 sultable bridge deross the atoresaid pond. :

2. ‘That ibe President be, and he is hereby authorized to
draw out of pribhic Treasury the said amount of one hundred

gud alty dollars for the atoresaid pmpose,
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AN ACT GRANTING A TOWN LOT TO THE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIA-
NION OF GREENVILLE SINOE COUNTY.

Whereas it appears in a petition {rom several members
and officers of the Benevolont  Association of Greenville, Si-
noe County, chantered December, Eighteen hundred and
titry foor, that they are in want of a town lot to corry out
nmaore fullj. therr benevolent purposes, and as they do, in
gaid petiiion, beg the Legistature to grant them & town lot;

- Theretore,

It i Baistold hy the Senste and House of Re ;reweittmfmex of
the H:pecufw of Liberia in Legislature ziswmb.'ed o

iz n from aud after the passage of this Act, the President
he, and be is in-mu;, anthorized and requegtml to grant.oor
-frnc the aforesaid incorporaied society, any town lot not set
atp.nt tor pubhe use in cousideration of tlwu benevolent in-

tentions,

RESOLUTION CC }‘I'l‘IN‘TIh{r THE INTERDICT ON THE GRAND
AND LITTLE BUTAW AND BLUE BARRE COUNTRIES
: TO SANGUIN POINT.

It is Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ot
the Republic of Liberia in Legisiature Assembled :—

SporioN 1. That the i resident be, and he is hereby
anthorized and directed, to eontiue the interdiet on the
section of country from Saunguin poing to Gramd Buotaw
F}int incinsive, and apon the Bine Darre country, antil the
Jataw and Bloe Barre teibes siindl have fully complied with
the requisitions of this government; and shaill have perform-
ed the i‘ligiigﬁnwurﬂ ey have solemuly mipulnte:l to perform,
and shall have cleariyv proven by their conduct that they
will be sabuissive to the constitation and Laws of this Rt.,-
public. and manifested due repentance (or their iniquitous.
u}nlilut,dml until the swne shall have appeared to the
fall satisfaction of this government.

Aund the President be, aml he 18 hereby authorized and
dir{at;ted to regulate all macters appertaining thereto as
cordingly.

1]

ARTICLE 1,
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AN ACT RELATING TO DIVORCER,

It is Enacted by the Semate and House of Kevrvesenralives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legisloture Assendlied :— =

SECTTION 1. That from and attor the passage of this Aet
any person or persons wishing a Bill or wiiting of Divoree
ment for the dissolation of a marringe contiact, shall in ali
cases apply to the clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions of
the county where they reside, either by themse'ves, or
attorney, or by both, and sball {ile a complaint, as in oilier
cases of individual snits, which eomplaint shall be docketed
in the Clerk’s book. The Clerk shall issue vwrits of suminons
lor the party or parties complanred against, with sa poenas
for witnesses &c, and shall do all other writing usuul to be
done in cases of individual suits ¢ all leadiug costs being
previously paid by the person or persous applying,

2. The said case of divorcement shall, at the next en-
suing session of the Comt of Quarier Sessions, be, by the
Judge, submitted to a jury, who shall be speeially sworn
to try and determine the case according to law and evidence.
and if, in the opinion of the Cowmt aud jury, there are
eufficient grounds Jor the acton, and the ecomplaint is
sustained, the judge shall then grand a bill of separation
or divore ment o ihe tollowing term, to be written by the
Clerk, and signed by the Juwilge aud ot said conrty, with the
seal o1 the Couwrt thereto affixed.

Form :

To all whom these presents do eoncern ; Know Ye. That,
whereas it doth appear 1o the satisthction of the comnrt and
jury, that, upon the application of  Richard Doe, for a bilt
or wiiting of divorcement from his wife Nelly Doe, it was
proven that there ave goo . aud suflicient reasous for grant-
ing a divoree : therefore, —

The matrimonial eonuection or civil eontract of marringe
made and entered  into beiween Lichard Doe, and  Nelly
Doe bis wite, shall be completely  anuulled—set aside and
dissolved as full and effectually 1o all intents and parnoses
as if no sueb eontract had ever been entered into between
thew ; And thot the said Jtichard Doe and Nelly Doe his
wife shall in future be held separvaie and distinet persons
altogetber, uncouyected by any mystical union, or eivil eon-
tract heretofore entered into between them.

: ' (Signed) Judge,
Givenjunder my hand and the seal of the conrt at my oflice
this day of 18
(Signed) Clerk,
3. And it iz further enacted, that in ne case shall

fy 1."
]



w. ¥

| = e

52 BRELATING TO DIVORUES,

divaree be granted, except for the canse of iafidelity or
adultery cither in the wife or husband, which wast bo es-
tablished upon the cath of good and substantial evidence,
un by the confession of the parties,  And turther, upon the
judgment of the Couort, the jodge shall instruet the clerk
to render & categorical acconnt of costs incarrved’ in the trial
of said ease, 10 be signed by the clerk in his nsual manner
ot signing documents, amd placed into the hauds of the
Sherift for collection from the parties obtaining the divoree,
—with an additiona) sam of twenty five doilars tax fee, to
be paid iute the Treasmry for county purposes. And if,
apon the demaud made for the collection ot all costs aund
tax fee, they be nnable to pay, they shall give bond and
good security in doubie the amount of costs and tax fee, to
bLie ]J-'rlid Wiﬂlil!"fﬁ'ﬁl'l'tﬁ' i‘.hl.‘.'S after ; and if the amount is not’
paid within the’ tinie specified, execution, as in other cases
of debt, shall issne‘decording to the laws governing the
issning of exeeutions in ‘this Republic. '

-4,  Andit'is turther enacted, that in all trials for divorece-
ment, 7t shall be the daty of thé Clerk to keep a minute
and correct record 6t the evidence. And in no case shall
forced Ur extorted confession be admitted as evidence. In
all cases of divoree, the father shall bear the expenses of the
children; 'and shail’ take possession of them, unuless the
court, in equity, shal! deeide otherwise for good reasons
tit may appear to the satistaction of the court.  An appeal
shali lie from every decision of-the court, to the Supren e
Court, under 'the Iw now regulating appeals. And the”
appeai shall be taken up by the court; to which it s made,”
anew, and upon the merit of the ecase, and sach ' judgment
givén as the court of Pleas und Quanter Sessions ought to
have given.

0
ARTICLY 1.

A RESOLUTION GRANTING THE CITIZEXS ©OF MARSHALL
ASSISTANCE TO BUILD A CITY PRISON.

‘Whereas the citizens of Marshall Lave been put to great
inconvenience for the want of u prison house and they, the
citizens ot Marshall, have petitioned the Legislature to give
tvem Fitty Dollars, to aid them in accomplishing the erce
tion of  cvity prisou; therefore,



CITY PRIGON AT MARSHALL, 263

1t is resolved by the Senate and House of Represvitatives of the
Republic of Liberia tn Legislature assembled.

That the sam of fifty dollars be, and the same i§ hereby ap-
propriated to assist the citizens of Marshall in buildiag them a
eity prison : and the President be, and he is hereby authorized -
to draw, out of any monies in the public treasury, for the same.

B |

ARTICLE 1

W hereas John Hanson of Bassa County has petitiuiued the
Legislature for money due him by the Republie, for services rax-
dered in the said County as Commissary, from the year 1848 to
the year 1552, and whereas the said John Hanson had to fur-
nish a hoase for the purpose of keeping the arms and ammuni-
tion in, and whereas the said Joha Hanson charges only sixty
dollars per annum for his services and house rent ;

. Therefore, :
It s enmacted by the Semate and House of Represemtatives of the
Republie of Liberia in Legislature assembled. |

That from and sfter the passage of this Resolution, the Pres-
ident be, and he is hareby auihorized and requested to draw out
of the Public Treasury, any money not otherwise appropriated, -
Int:dprz to John Haason of Bassa County, the sum of two
bu and nine dollars and sixteen cents. :

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF
THE TREASURY TO SELL CERTAIN UNSERVICE-
_ BLE ARMS &c- &c.

]
Whereas the' Becretary has recommended to the Legislature
the propriety of selling,-by public auction, certain unserviceable’
arme &c. &c. now in the government gsore, e

Therefore, % -
It s resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Republic oy Liberia in Legislature assembled. ik

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby au.
thorized to sell, by public auction; the unserviceable guns, pistols,
swords, blunderbusees, &¢. &o. for cash, and deposit the same in
the treasury,
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ARTIULE l.

It is resolved by the Semats and House of Eopmmtatwm of the
Rapubf,w uf Laberia in Legisiature membﬂm’

~ ‘That from and after the passage of this Resolution. the Presi-
.- dent be and he is hereby authorized to pay Collinet Ellis  tha a.

mount of($ 50.75) fifty dollars and seventy five cents it hf any
moneys in the public Treasury ; said anourt Laving Laen *peid
by her husband as one of the securities for certain pariios who

bhad been fined while all of $he parties covcirned bed heen re
leased and discharged-

i e s
ARTIGLE 1.

AN ACT TO CONSTITUTE BOBERTSP{)ET GRAND G&PF
MOUNT, A PORT OF :ENTRY AND nm.mm &

- Itgis -emacted by the Senats and Houss al’ Haprmuumru of the
Rtpubhc of Liberia in Legislaturs-assembled. ' :

Szanmq 1. That{from and after the passage of this Aat,
Robertsport, Grand Cape Monnt, be, and - she A ink g
wnmmxadmportofEntrymﬂmhmy Pt T S e

EEBOLUTIDN TO BEIMBURSE EDWARD J. BD!E

Wharuns Edmrtl Js Bn:o has pelitlona& the Legislature to
zefund him one bundred-dollars, puid 4o High ﬁhm’iﬂ' of Moni-
serrado. County—as one of the bondsmen with G. R, E%ﬁa
Blm Rubort Huﬁnmj snd others ; He, the anid'E

Bgyt h“mg bis portion of said bond, “one hundréd dots
hﬂ before the Prendnl of the Republic of Liberia ratniw
fines lymg against she for whomw the bond was
'rhlu pzsons were fined for certmin elsction ndtius?eﬂ

with the election of 1855 ;the President hnmng no' &ﬁthtrn.
ty fo draw from the ‘Public Treasury without' the advice At
consent, of the Leg;slnmrs, and no other bondmen lmring paid
excepi 'ihe #aid E.' ¥ Roye, whlthimhnhn
m*mn oﬂ&,*ﬂﬂnh wae Do mmgn ﬁﬂhﬂ bnnﬂ di' ﬂ".‘,,,,
‘hﬁmhi i '
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: ' Resa!mi h-t, the S&Mtﬁ and Hnm of Reprm&m of t.'n.s.R.a.
pﬁb&:ﬂ of Liberia in Legulahira assembled —- :

... That, His Extellency the President of the Republio of Liberia

be and be is hereby authorized and requested to refund Edwased

J. Roye one hundred dollars out of any monecy in the public

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the one hundred dol-

lnrs fmd by the said £ J. Roys to the High Sheriff of Mon)-
o County for finea.

Eiat
Called Session, April 1857.
PR R D et I

A RESOLUTION FOR THE ADMISSION OF MARYLAND]
"% LIN LIBERIA AS A COUNTY.

45 3 TR
() e

-1.-Whereaa by -the utianimous action of the Government shd
-people ot the State of Maryland in Liberia by a Resolution ap-
‘proved: February 24th, 1857, they did consent that the territory
properly included within, and rightfully belonging to the Siate
of Maryland in Liberia might be erected into a County, to be
oalied County of Maryland,” comprising all the territory lying
between the North western boundaryline of Wedabo, and the
Eastorn line uf Grand Taboo o line formed by the river San
.Pedro on the East, including all the harbors, bays, creeks, rivers,
lakés,-and Atlantic waters thereto appertaining, and the juria-
«diction and sovereigaty .of the same ; also all public buildings,
forle, ‘arsenals, guns, and munitions of war of every kind and
esoription ' whatever, on a foosing with the Counties now com.
prisingthe Kepublic of Liberia, whied was adopted by the peo-
ple of snid Btate and by the Genmeral Assembly, 'with the eon-
send ‘of the then existing Government of Maryland in Liberis
18 order that the same might be admitted ws one of tbe Coun-
tioe of the Republig of Liberia ; by a vote and the aotion of the
Assembly-and the -consent of the then existi ‘Government,
did dissolve she  Government of Maryland tn Liberia, and erect
@ County with all the privileges and immunities awarded to
other Counties of the Republic uf Liberis, and in tha‘name of
the pecple of Maryland in Liberia snd by authority the Com.
missioners of said Btate did orduin and declare the smid Govers-
ment dissolved. and ceded}io the Repubhio of Liberia ; and

g
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the people and Governmant sssented to, and acce the pro-
posals, conditions and gaarantess contained in thﬂpi?iﬂnt' ufpdiu-
solution of March 8rd 1857 and whereas the waid proposals
and guarantees ag - confuined in said Act have been trans-

mitted to}the President of the Republis of Liberia, and laid be.
~ fore the Legislature in conformity to their request ; therefors

Resolved by the Semate and Flouse of Hspre.gmmti## of the Re-
ubltc of Libevin in Legisluture asssembled, . '

Secmion 1. That the State of Maryland in Liberin as hereby
admitted aza County of the Republio of Liberia, with all her
territory, harbors, ecreeks, rivers, lakes, and Atlantic waters to-
gether with all her public bnildings, forts, arsenals, guns, and

- munikions of war of every kind and description, to-gether with
all her debis and dues ; and the County of Maryland is hereby
deslared §o be one of the Counties of the Republic of Liberia,
and admitted ag a County of the same, possessing alPthe rights,
and privileges and immunities of a County o! the Republic un.
der the provisione of the Liaws and Constitution of .he Republic.

% It 19 further Resolved,— That the authorities of the
County of Maryland aforesaid be, and they are bereby authoriz.
w1 to hold an election for: President, Vice President and mem.
bers of the Legisluture, on the first Tuesday in May A. D.

‘Righteen hundred and fifty seven ; any law to the contrary not-
withstanding. : :

PROVISIONAL nEGULATIONS FOR THE COUNTY OF
MARYLAND.,

' Whereas the State of Maryland in Liberia has been admitted
by a Resolution passed by the presect session of the Leégislature,
s¢ & County of this Republic, under the name and style of “The
" County of Maryland,” and now requires that her . County regu-
nlations shall be duly established by law--and Whereas, from
the circumstances of the ease, the County of Marvland cannot
participate by her representative in our preseat deliberation ;
tberefore, :

It is emacted by the Senate and House of Fepresentatives of the
. Bepubiic of Liberia in Legislature assembled.

Becrion 1. That the following Regulativus ke, aud the
came are hereby enacted to be the Laws and Regulations
pertaining especially to the County of Maryland, until oth.
arwige ordered by the Legislature. oty

2. That Harper in ‘ﬁm County of Mseryland, beand the
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same is heraby declared to bo a regular Port of Eutey and
delivery. - s S g

8. That the Courtof Montuly' Scesions for the Counsy of
Maryland shsll meet regularly on the first Monday in each
month: and that the Court of Quarterly Sessions for the
County of Maryland shall be held on the second Monday in
February; May, August, and November in each year.

4, That the Militia of the County of Maryland be organ-
ized as the Fourth Regiment ol the Republie.

5. That the President be and he is hereby requested to
appoint and commission all of the officers for the County of
Maryland proyided by the constitution snd Laws of this
Republic, to seeve until their successors shall have been du
Iy appointed and qualified in the usual manper of filling
auch offices. - . : . :

——
ARTICLE. I. %

A RESOLUTION TO DISTRIBUTE A CERTAIN QUANTT-
TY OF FROVI3IONS TO THE DISTRESSED IN
THE COUNTY OF sARYLAND.

Fesolved ' by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of tha
Republic of Liberia tn Legislaturs assembled. '

That, in consequence of the distress now existing in the
County of Maryland‘from war and other causeg, the Presi-
dent be, and he is hereby authorized in his discretion to
digtribute to the most necessitous widows and orphan3 a
Portion of the provisons procured for the use of the late

army to Palmas, to an amount pot exceeding two Aundred
dollav;, ey

(=]

AN ACT TO EXTEND THE LAWS OF THE REPUBLLC
© OF LIBERIA OVER THE COUNTY OF MARYSLAND.

it 1s Enacted by the Senate and House of Repmm;aﬁwa of
the  Bepublic of Liberia im Legislature ‘assembled...—
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‘That f2om and atter (he passage of shis Aet, she Laws:
she Repmblic of Liberia are hereby deelsred to estemd bo and
over. and have full fores and eftecy within She oousty of
Maryland Aimitted ah the present session of she Legislature
#8to the Union of the Repuolie ofmn!. . £

e -.--.I-.r;o—-—--ﬂ:-n-u—-

ARTICLE 1.

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING UNIFORMS FOR THE -
FOURTH REGIMENT. |

That the President be, and he ia hereby auithorized to fur.
pish to the Foarth Regiment one hundred atd fifty uniforms
from the . proportion granted 'to the Counties of Montserrado,
Basss and Sinoe: any law to the conirary notwithsianding.

A ST

oo s ORI L . o g
YAN"ACT TO'PRDVIMI:‘EFOB A STEAMER.

“Wheress  from an exiension of . our cosst by the am-
waxation of Cane Paliaas tothis Republe, i$ is highdy im-
potiani, for the proteetion of the Revenue, 10 prevent’
the revival of the Slave trade within the juriadiction of the
game, that_the Republia of Liberia should, st ss early a day
@s ‘practicable, procure an armed stcam vemesl, iB ewery re-
#pacs suited for burning wood; and whereas, the said ves-
#el may be adapted, not only for naval purpoges, but also
for the conveyance of dry freight, passengers, and the mail
of shie Kepublic; therefore,—

Sscrion 1. That from and immediately after the passege
of this Act, the Secretary of the Treasury be and he is
hereby authorized, under the direction of the President, 4o
negotiate ~with either one 'of the governmenis, England,
Franes, or the United States, or with private imdividuals of
either of the above mentivned counsries on the most reas
onable terms, payable in four annual installments, or for
» longer term, for a good and substantial gcean steam ves-
sel ospacilated in every respect for burning wood, fully armed
ed equipped for naval pur ;

% It is forther Resolved, That for carrying inia ofest
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the foregning provisions, the sum of forty thousand dollaww
be, and the ssme it hereby appropriated, and that the Pres-
ident be, and he ia he suthorized to draw on the public
treasury, mn comfermity with the provision of this Aet, for
the d sum of money.

8. It is further Resolved, Thad, in consequence of suifable
snd adequate arrangements having been made by the fore-
going provisions for the procurement of a Steam vessel for
Naval purposes, thereby superseding the necessity of send-
ing the Governwment sehooner Lark to a foreign port for
“vepair,” the President be, and he is hersby authorized o
couse $he said wvessel, ealled the * Lark," o be, put in the
best possible repair at Aome, aud thet the sum of five thou.
sund dollrs be, and the ssme iz hereby appropriated, and
that the President be andhe is hereby authorized to draw opm
the publie tremsury for the aforossid sum of money, and
that the Act and approved 37tk January, 1857, au.
shorizsing the ) tmundthalm*hmmuhnign
port for repair be, and the same is bereby vapesled.
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Form of a Commission of Guardisnship.

Commonwealth of Liberia to Henry Honest Greeting :You are herehy
appointed Guavdian of Mary, orphan of Adam Ancient, and are to
take charge of her person and property, a8 soon as an appraisement
and inventory can be made, and to take care of the same for her bLen-
¢fit, rendering accounts of your doings according to law. :

Given under my hand, thig ......... day of ......... in the

_ year one thousand

Clerk ot the Orphan’s Court,

For the Commission of Appraisement, use the form on the next page,

only sey, the property of Wary Ancient, orphan of ddam Ancient,

inetead of ihe ‘estale of ddam Ancient, lately deceised.’ Make a simu

lar change n. the inventory, and say ‘Guardian of the said Mary

Aneient,” instead of ‘administrator of his cstate. Make a similar
chbange in the smignature.

Form of a Guardian’s Bond.

Enow ’5"';1'1 men, that we, Henry Honest, Samuel Surety ~and Fred-
erick Friendly, do bind onrselves to Mary Ancient, orphan of Adam
Ancient, that the gaid Hemry Honest shall well and faithfully per-
form the office of gnardwun of the said Mary, and that we will indem-
uify her against any injury, damage or loss, she may sustain by rea
#on of the misconduet of the said Henry Honest, assuch guardian.

WlmEBﬂ OTLr hﬂ.ﬂ[], thl'a' ew wis da.}r o oee In the year
ene thowsand,—————-

Heusey Hownresr,

SAMUEL SURETY,

- Freperick FriesvLry.
Witness, Promas Frsriry. /

Bond Approved hy

€hairman of the Orphan’s €esurt.
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Form of a Letter of Administraiion,

Commonwealth of Liberia to Henry Honest, Greeting :

You are hereby appointed Administrator of the lands, goods,
chattels and estate, of Adam Anecient, lately deceased, and
are, as 800n as an appraisement and inventory of the same
ean be made, to take possession thereof, and administer the
game according tolaw, for the benefit of hir heire ind eredi-
tors.

Given under my hand his day of in the

year one thousand;

Clerk of the Orphan’s Court.
Form of an Adnsnistrator's bond,

Know all men that we Henry Honest, Samuel Surety and
Frederick Friendly, do bind ourselves to the heirs and creditors,
and all other persons interested in the estate of Adam dn-
eient, lately deceased, and to each of them, that the said Henpy
Honest, shall well and faithfully perform the office of admin-
istrator; of the estate of the said Adam Ancient, and that we
will indemnify all persons against any injury, damage or loss
they ma «ustain by reason of any misconduct of the said
Henry Honest, as such administrator.

Witness our hand this - - - dayof - - - inthe year

one thousand,———— . .
ENRY IONEST,

SAMUEL SURETY,
FreEpERIOK FRIENDLY.

Witness, Taostas TesTIFy. ’
Chairman of the Orphan’s Court,

Form of an Inventory of @ Deceased Man’s Lstas.,

An Inventory of the lands, goods, chattels, money and prop-
ertv of Adam Ancient, deecased, so far as they have come to
the hands or knowledge of Henry Honest, Adniinistrator of
his estate, appointed by virtue of the annexed commission.

1. One town lot of the foliowing description [ énsert de-
scription. | valued at - 2 - = 80
2 One pair of oxen, valuec at - - -~ e

[ And so go through the whole. ]

Valued and appraised by us onthis - - - day - -

the year one thousand,——

n

SAMUEL SEILBEUL,
Paiir PRUDENT.

And taken possessioun of by =
Henry Honest, Adminsstrator

On this - - . dayof - - - before the subscriber appeared
Seroweel Skibtful, Philip Prudent, and Henvy Honest, and were:

o

ﬁ_\
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severaliy affirmed aecording to law, that the above written in-
ventory of the estate of Adam Ancient, is just and true, and
includes all the property of the said Adam Aneient, of which
they have any knowledge, and that if they should discover

any additienal property, they will disclose the same.

SAMUEL STRICT.
Justice of the Peace.

Form of a Writ of Re-sunsmons,

Commonwealth of Liberia, te - - - - Sheriff of the Coun
ty of - - - Greeting -

You are hereby commanded to summon [ as you were hefore
commanded, ] Daniel Defendant to appear before the - - -
- —— - for this — - on [ dneert the
¢me, ] to answer the complzaint of Peter Ploiniiff and have
you there this writ. -

" Issued this - - - - day of - - - in the year
one thousand— .
Place of ) Bis Pumir Pexumax,
the seal ( Clerk ot said Court.

A writ of summons is in the same form omitting the words
“‘as you were before commanded.”

Form of & Writ of Attachment.

Commonwealth of Liberia, to - - - Shenif of the Coun-
ty of— Greeting : el
~ You are hereby eommanded to summon, [ a8 you were be-
fore commanded, | Daniel Defendant, to appear before the—
; for this - — on [ insert the time] to
answer the complaint of Peter Plaintiff, and also to attach the
lands, goods, chattels and credits of the said Daniel Defendany,
to the value of [ insert the swmn,] and certify, your doings
to the said court, at the said day, and have you chera this writ,

Tesned this - - ~ dayof - - - - in the year ome

- thousand
Place of Piiiniy Prxman,
'z the seal. } Clerk of said Court.

The words ““as you were before commanded” to be omit-
ted whenever an attachment is issued without a previeus sum-
maons.

‘When the attachment is against specific property the descrip-
tiou thereof is to be inserted instead of the words “the
lands, gooads, chattels and credits of the said Daniel Defondant;
and all mention of value to be omitted.



Form of an Affidovit to obtain an Attaciensnt in Debt,

Peter Plaintiff makes oath according to law. (or else solemn-
ly, sincerely and truly affirms, ) that franiel Defendont is
justly indebted to him, the sum of o dollars, and
that he fears the said Daniel Defendunt cannot be found to
be summoned.

Sworn before Hexry Hoxrsr, Justice of
the Peace, :

On this day of —— iy the year one
thousand——

What follows the word] ‘doliars’ to ‘sworn before’ is only to
be inserted when an attachment is wanted without a previous
Buminons, and the plaintiff may, if he will, exchange it for
‘and Jears the said Daniel Defendant, will mot appear if sum-
moned.’ Where the aflidavit is to be filed in an action of
damages, the nature of the injury must be specially stated,
and also the amount of damages in a form something like what
follows, but adapted to each particular case.

Form of an Afidavit for an Attachment in  Damages.

Peter Plaintif' makes oath according to law, or solemnly,
sincerely, and truly afiirme) that Daniel Defendant detains
from him, the said Peter Plaintiff, one pair of oxen, and that
he is t iereby damaged to the value of (nsert the sum ) and that
he fears the said Daniel Defendant cannot be found to be sum-
moned*

Sworn before Henry Honest, Justice of the Peace

On this ay of in the year ene
thousand :

Form of a Sehedule under an Attachment.

Sehedule of the lands, goods, and chattels of Daniel Defend-
ant seized and taken at the suit of Peter Plaintiff, under a
wnt of attachment, issued out of the—— for
this on the (insert date of
ewrif, ) that is to say :

One town lot in the town—-—

Of the following description, (insecrt description )

Appraised 80
( And g0 on until all things seized are scheduded )
Appraised by Hexry Hongsy, ;
; SAMUEL SKILFUL, Appraisers,
Property taken and appraisers ?
affirmed, by i q e
. Pavio Druiaext, Sheriff. | k05

5
-
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Forin of @ Writ of Arrest,

Commonwealth of Liberia te Sheriff of the
county of Greeting :

You are hereby commanded, to arrest the body of Daniel
Lejendant and bring him before some judge or other person
authorized to receive bail, to give security in the sum of

that he will appear before the
for the - - on the (insert the time) to answer the
complaint of Peter Plaint:ff herewith sent, uwless he shall
thew you property liable to be attached under the accompa-
nying writ of attachment, sufficient 1o eaver the said sum, and
make known your doings to the said court, at the said day,
and have there this writ.

Issued by special order of the court, ) or of John Just, one

of the judges of the court, ) this . = day of
n the yeur one thousand

Place of ) Paiute Pexumay,

% the seal | Clerk of said Court.

Lorm of @ Weit of Injumetion.

Commonwealth of Liberia, to Daniel Defendant, Greeting :
You are herely commanded and enjoined to abstain and de
sist altogether from [ insert the matters intended to be prohib-
ited | until further order is taken in the premises, and you are
further commanded to appear bhefore the - - -
for the ——— on [insert the time] to answer the
complaint of the Plaintiff, and to shew cause why this in-
junction should be dissolved.
Issued in duplicate and by special order [ of the court, or of
John Just, one of the Judges of the court, 5,1-his - -
day of - - - in the year one thousand——
{ Place of Pume Pexsmax,
the seal Clerk of said eourt.
Form of a Writ of Arrest Jor disobeying an Injunction.

Commonwealth of Liberia to - - Sheriff of the
County of Greeting :

O% are hereby commanded to arrest the body of Daniel
Defendant, ang bring him before the : - - for

0., or some judge thereof, immediately, to answer (or dis-
obcying an injunction issned by the said court, on the com-
plaint of Perer Flaint/ff. :

Issued by special order [ of the court or of John Just, one of
the Judges of the court ] thig} .... .... dayof .... ....in the
year one thousand——

Place of PaiLir Penman,
{ the seal } Olerk of said Court,
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Form of a Replevin Bond.

Kwow all men, that we, Peter Plaintiff, Samuel Surety and
William Wealthy, bind ourselves to Daniel Defendant, that
the said Peter Plainiiff, or his administrator, or other repre-
sentatives, willreturn the goods, which may be replevied by
virtue of a writ of replevin, which he the said Peter Plaintiff
is about to issue ount of the i % £6p the

against the said Daniel Defendant for the purposs of
obtaining possession of the following goods, that 18 to say
[ insert the list of goods ] and will also pay ali the cost of the
replevin, if auy court iga.'r'ing jurisdietion of the caunse, shall so
adjudge, and will also indemnify the said Daniel  Defendant,
fromipjury he may sustain by means of the said writ of replevin.

The venalty of ‘this bond 1s - 2 Aol
Witness our hands, this.... day of ....
in the year one thousand :

PETER PrAINTIFF
SAMUEL SURETY,
i Winriam Waarntuy,
Witness, PamLie PExyaxN. ._ :
Clerk of said Couat

Form of @ Schedule under a Writ of Replevin.
Qehedule of goods replevied and delivered to Peter Plaintiff,

by virtue of a writ of replevin issued out of the....

tor - - e at the snit of the
B against Daniel Defendant, on the......
day-of . ~in the year one thou-
gand———, ._ cei i £y < '
One- pair of oxen, appraised at - 80 -

( And so on until all things replevied are scheduled. )
Appraised by Hexry Howmst S
; ' SAMUEL SKILLFUL = |  Appramsers,
Property replevied, and ¥ A
Appraisers affirmed by 2
© %) Sheriff of said County _
Received the above property [romi the Shovifl;
- Perer PramNsy.

'

iy

Form of a Writ of Replevin.

Clommonwealth of Liberia, to —— Sheriff of the
County of —— . Greeting : s

You are hereby commanded to replevy cut of the possession
of Daniel Defendant, :he following goods, that is to say, [in-
sert lList as in hand | and deliver the same to Peter Pfuinﬁ;{r ;
and summon the said Daniel Defendant, to appear; &e, a9
ina writ of summons, :
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Form of a Bail Bond

Kweow all men, that we Daniel Defendant and Benjamin
Bail, do bind ourselves, to Leter Plaintiff, that the said Dan-
iel Defendant wiil perform the judgment of the . | | for the

. . .of. . . iz an action of debt, brought by the said FPeter
Plaintiff, against the said Daniel Defendant, on the . . . day
of . . * in the year one thousand. . . and the judgment of

any court, to which an appeal from such judgment may be ta-

ken, or thal he will deliver his body to any Sheriff, to whom

an execution on any such judgment may have been directed,
under a penalty of -+ . . dollars.

Witness our hands, this . .. day of .. .in the year one thousad-

: Danigr DEFENDANT,

Bexaayin Bair.
Witness, Joun Jusr.
' Ferm of a Conunitment.

Commonwealth of Liberia, to . . . Sheriff of the
Honnty of .. ... - Grecting:

Reoeive into vour custody and prison, the body of Daniel
Defendant, and him safely keep, to answer the complaint of Pe-
ter Plantiff, in the court,[insert style of court,] until he skall be
discharged by due course of law.

Joax J UST,
One of the judges of the said court.
[or Commissions Of Bail ]

Form of @ Complaint in an action of Damages.

Peter Plaintiff, complaing that Daniel Defendant, contracted
with him in manner following. that is to sﬂjt.[ State the con.
tract, | and that he has not performed the said contract in this,
that is to say,(State the act of omission complained of) whereby
the said plantiff hath sustained damages to the amount of.

All which the said plaintiff is ready to prove.
PETER Praintier.

Form of @ Complaint in an Action upon a Written
Contraet,

Peter Plaintiff complains that Daniel Defendant, contracted
with him :n the manner set forth in a written contract, a copy
whereof is herewith filed, and that he has not perfc-rmeq the
said contract in this, that is to say, (state the acts or omission
eomplained of,) whereby the said plalntift hath sustained dam-
age. All of which the said plaintiff is ready to prove.

- Prrer Pruantes
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If there are several written contracts, say as to the first, af-
ter the word Yfiled’, marked N2.'. . . repeat the complaint
ag often as there are ccntracts, in the rnanner directed in the see-
tion 5tb, page 13, vpart second; distinguishing each contract by
its No.

Farm uf a Complaint sn debt on a Written Instrnment.

Peter Plaintiff complains that Daniel Defendant, is indebted
to him by virtue of the written instrument, a copy of which is
herewith filed, as will appear thercby, and has neglected to pay
said debt. All of which the said plaintiff is ready to prove.

Prrer PraixTivy.

Form of a Complaint in debt on a Written Instrument,
where it does not appear on the face of the instrument alone.

Peter Plaintiff, complains that Daniel Defendant, i3 indebt-
ed to him by force of the written instrument, a copy of which
is herewith filed ; because he says that (insert facts necescary to
establish the debt, )and that the said Dan el Defendant, has
neglected to pay the said debt. All of which the plaintiff is
ready to prove.

: PeTER PLANTIFF.

N. B. The mere lapse of time bringing a debt due, is not a
faot which renders it necessary to have recourse to the last form.

Form of a Complaint in an Action of Specific Performance

Peter Plaintiff complains that Daniel Defendant contract-
ed with him in the manner set forth in an instrument of wri-
ting, a copy whereof is herewith filed, and although the said
Peter Plaintiff haih performed his part of .he said contract,
yet the said Daniel fiefendant, refuses to perform bis part
thereof in \his, that is to say. ( state the acts or omissions
complained of. ) All which tjle said plaintiff is ready to prove,
wherefore be prays judgment of specific performance of the
saild contraot.

Prrer  Praixrrer,
Form of @ Complaint in Injunction.

Peter Plaintiff, complains that Naniel Defendant intends to
glate the act which it ig intended to enjoin, (and that the said
vDaniel Defendant, ought not to do the said acts, which he in-
sends o do as aforesaid, because the said plaintiff says that (tn-
ert tha acts and  civcumataness whish are relied tpen oy the
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greund of the injunetion.) All which the said plaintiff is ready
to prove; wherefore he prays that the said Daniel Defendant,
may be enjoined to abetain and desist from doing the said
seta which he intends to do as aforesaid.

Perer Pramnmier,

Peter Plaintiff, makes oath according to law, that the facts
stated in the above complaint, are true to the best of his know-
fedge and belief. Sworn before me,

Hexry Hoxusr,
Justice of the Peace.

Form of a Complaint in Replevin.

Peter Plaintiff, complains that Daniel Defendant, detained
one pair of oxen belonging to the sa.id_ plaintif, being the same
replevied in this action. All of which the said plaintiff is
ready to prove,

; PEreEr PrawntIFE,

Form of a complaint in Ejectment, on the Possession of the
: Llaintiff.

Peter Plaintiff, complains that he was possessed of a cer-
tain piece of land, of the {ollowing deseription, . [ insert descrip-
tion, | and that Daniel Defendani, unlawtully detains the said
land trom him. All of which the said plaintiff is ready to
prove. ey :

Prarer PrLAINTIFF.

Form of a Complaint in Ejectment on the Possession of
Another,

Peter Ilaintiff complans that George Granfor, was possess”
ed of apiece of land of the following description, to wit (in-
sert description ] that the title of the said George Granter,
hath lawfuily come to him the said plaintiff, and that Daniel
Defendant, unlawfully detains the said land from him. All of
which the said plaintiff is ready to prove.

_ Prrer Praixtirr.
Form of a Complaint in Lyectment for Dower.

Priscilla Plaintiff widow of Peter Plaintiff, complains that
she was married to the sald Pefer Piaintiff, and that the said
Peter Plaintiff, is dead, and that, during thei'marriage, the
said Peler Plaintiff, was possessed in absolute property of a
certain piece of land of the following description (insert deserayp-
gion.) By means of all which the said Priseilla Plaintiff, is
entitled to dower in said land, which dower Damic! Defen-
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dant, unlawfully detains from her. All of which the said plaiu-
tiff is ready to prove. :

Form of a Complaint in Ljectment wpon Title.

Peter Plaintiff, complains that he is entitled to a " piece of
land, of the following description, (insert description) by vir-
tue of a deed herewith filed, from Daniel Defendant to bim
( or to George Grantor, whose title hath lawfully come to the
said plaintiff, ) and that the said Daniel Defendant, unlawfully
detains the said land from him. All of which the said plaintif®.

is ready to prove.
' PETER PLAINTIFF,

Form of a Complaint in Ejectment upon title derived
Jrom the Sheriff.

Peter Plaintiff complains that a judgment was heretofore
obtained by Peler Purchaser, against one Daniel Defendant, in
the court of : -n an action of debt as will

Priscitra Prsinmire., &

b s

" appear by acopy thereof, herewith filed ; that an execution
was issued thereon, directed to David Diligent, Shenff of the =

of, sold certain lands of the said Daniel Defendant to Peter

Purchaser, whose title hath since lawfully eome to the said

plaintiff, and that the lands so sold, are of the following de-

and that the said sheriff in pursuance there

scription (insert deseript'on) and that the said Daniel Defen-- -3

dant detains the said lands from the said plaintiff. All of which

the said plaintiff is ready to prove. R
PeteEr PrLaiNTiFy.

Form of a Complaint in Ejectment against a Tenant
e 1who holds Over. :

Peter Paintiff complains that he was possessed of a piece o/
land of the following description, that js to say ( wnsert de-
scrviption, ) that he leased the same to Daniel efendant, for
aterm which expired on the HRRRNOL ~—
’ . Jast, and the said Daniel Defendant nulawiully detains

" the said land from him. All of which the said plaintiff is ready

to prove.
o : ) Parpr Pranvrer.
Same by an Assignee of the Landlord against an

Assignee of the Tenant. o

Peter Plaintiff complains that George Grantor was posseszed

of a piece of land of the following description, that Is to say .
[inscrt description] that the said George Grantor leased the =

samo to ona fechard Rentor, for 2 term which expired on the

o
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