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* preach of the peace, be privileged from arrest, dur ng their attendavce at

s hereafter
ing the Constittr
soast of Alrica, are here
“and style of the Commonwes
~ Art. 2. All legislative power
“and Couneil of Liberia, but all law
“revocation of the American Coloniza :
~ Art. 3. The Coancil shall consist of
the people of the several colonies ur seftlements an
‘them, according to a just ratio of represeniation. “Uniti
‘Monrovia, New Georgia, Caldwell, Millsburg, shail be en
tatives: and Marshall, Bexley, Bagsa Cove, and Edisa, 10
to be appointed among them by ihe Governor. g T S
At 4. ‘The represeniatives shall i all cases, except treason, fel

session of the Counc, and in going (o, or returning from the same ; and for .
any speech or debate therein they shall not pe questioned in any other place.s ;
Art. 5. Until otherw se provided by law, the' Governor siall appoint, and :
publish the times, places, and mauner of holding eloctions, and making retarog
thereof, and the tune for the meelng of the Counail APl A
Axt, 6. The Governor sliall preside at the deliberaiions of the Couneil, and :-?
shall have a veto ouall their Acis; provided neveriheless that if two tiirds
of all the members elected to serve in the Council shall concur in passing a : i
bill or resolution, nolwithstanding the veto of the Guvernor the same when so 4
passed shall become a law and have eftect as such. S,
" Art. 7. A Colomal Secretary sliali be appointed by the Governor; and it
shall be the duty of such colénial secretary to record i a book or bonks; ail
the official acts und proceeumngs of the Governor, of (he Council and of tae
Governor and Ceuncil to secure and preserve the same carefully, nod to trausy
'mit acopy of each ef such acts or proceedings to the American Colouization
Sn{:iet}', irom time 1o time, prcwidi}d, h‘u}ve'.'er, that such acteand precsedmgs
be so trausmitted at least once a year.

Art. B A Great Seal shall be provided for the Commonwealth of Liberia.
whereby the official and public Acts of theGovernor, shali be authenticated §
and the custody of the said seal shali be commitied to the colonial seeretary.

Art. 9. I'he Governor und Couocil shall have powerto provide a uniform
system of military tactics and discipline ; to provide for organization, arming

- ‘and discipling the militia, and for governing such part of them as may he em-

vloyed in the service of the Commonwealth :
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Bociery, shall
1T

ed in a Governor of Liberia, to 'ﬁ
pthe pleasure of tne Awnerican =

mander in chief of the army, of thy SN
monwealth; he shall have pdwer e eall
jereol, into actual service, whenever ithe publie
he shall bave the appoiuticent of all wilinary ﬂnﬁ"
the captaiiis and subalterns of miitia companies, whe'
eir respective companies. : o

s Jaud owned by the Sudiety, and all other properiv belonging e
y, and in the commonwealih, shall be under the exciusive con- N }
the Governor and such agents as be may sppoivi  under the divection of | §
: ‘-h-gt < : = . S % i
AL IE.rThe Governor, with the advice and consent of the muminhgﬁ‘ g
appoint all efficers whose appointument or eleciiun is not otherwise specially
provided for in this constitution. ' o L% B T
© " Art. 14. There shall be a Lieutenant Governor, who shall be eiecied by -
~ “the ple—he shail exercise the office ol Governor, in case of a vacancy
in that office, occasioned by the Governor’s death or resiguation, or in case
. the GGovernor shall delegate 10 hum the teinporary authority of Governor, during
. the Governor's absence or sickness. X *
A% : Coa
JUDICIAL POWER. s

Art. 156. The judicial power of the Eummnnwrmlth of Liberia, shall be vest-
- ed in one Supreme Couityand in such inferior Courts as the Governor and

Council may from time 1o tie, ordain and establisi 1he Governor shall be,
Ex-officic, Chief Justice of Liberia, andas such shall preswiein (he Bupreie
cour’y which shall have only appeliate jurisdiction. 'Lhe judges, both vithe
supreine and inferior courts except tue chiel Jusiice, shall hoid their office dur-
g good behaviour. : e SR et :

Art. 16, A code, or uniform ayétan of ¢ivil and criminal laws shall be provided 43
“by the American Colonization Society for the Commonw edlth ! Liberia. ; s

Art. 17. The present erimimal laws in force in the several eolonigs, or H‘e!-ﬂﬂf
ments now forming the Commonwealth ol Liberia, and such others as way trom ;
time to tinie be enacted, shall constitute the criminal code pi the commoziwealth, .-
 Buch parts of the commen law, as &6t forth in” Blackstone’s Commentaries, ag

kx _ - -, : i . . ; 8 _,5_{_,_
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"swealth, either v

'.‘l‘f. 21, Emgr

Art. 22, The ng

. Art. 25, No person'
weause, for or agaivst hi

“by himself or herself or cot

S At 24, Everv male citi _

“of safirage. _ 278

Art. 25. All elections shall be by &

Ari. 26. The military shall at all times,

Yo the civil. power. , Lo R o

* o Artk 270 Agriculturé, the mechanic arts afd muia
‘epurawed  within the commonweaith; and commerce shall

el guétliods as shall tend to develope the agricaltural
wommenwealth, advance the moral, social and political interest
‘invrensé their strength, accelerate, firmly establish and secure

“al independence. : ; R

5 ~ Art. 8. The standards of weight, measure, and money, used and ap-
i« iprm?ﬁd" by the Government of the United Siates of America, are hereby _
- ‘adopted ag the standards of weight, measure and money within the Com-
‘wonweaith of Liberia. But the Govervor and- Council shall have the pow F
- to settle the value of the actual currency of the Commonwealth accordin {4
“to the metallic currency of thie Unifed States of America ' I B
A

9 %icghfy" the American Colonization Society, 4
s '

wington, January, 14th, 1839. - . -

. I hereby certify ihe above twenty eight articiea to he a true copy .of
..C‘?nﬂtitutjun of the Commuauonwealth of gthanifa, adopted by the Board of
% Directors, of the American Colonization Sociely, on the fifth day of January
n the year Eighteen Handred and Thirty Nine. ~ s
PHILI* R. FENDALL,

Recording Secretary. - 1

SRy
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“~—sgeparated from e
. Sec. 2 Beitfu
“ehips of not more tha
“fined by law. _Provided,

‘twern any two nqttiemeu e AL
Aimit each township. A gt

o Sec. 8. Beit further Enacted :—That the
“Grand Bassa County, shall extend frem the ocean
‘the 8t, John’s river East of, and as far as the upper ens
and from thence a North-west course sp far as the ;
‘Colony extends into the Little Bassa Country—thence tu the as
include the settlement of Little Bassa——thence along the sea-beach fto
place of begining. : P : e

 See. 4. Be it further Enacted :—That the line of the Township of Bassa Cove,
#haii extend from the ocean along the jine of Edina Township, to the purchase
- nade of Joe Hairis, then Bast as far as may e deemed within the colonial ju-

risdiction, including the Grand Bassa territory comprehended within the bounds
aforesaid, and Tabaccone on the sea shore. ; :

‘Sec. p. Be itfurther Enacted :—That the Township of Bexley shall extend
from the upper-end of Factory Island, atoresaid, to the creek calied Doiv, which
~divides our purchase from the Natives® possession ol lands caliéd Graccho, on

the West side of the St, John’s River, and run back a North-wesl course on

boih the upper and lower lines without any fixed hmits other than those pre.
~ #cribed in the deed of purchase made of the natives. i :

e

See. 6, Beit further Enacted :—That the Farm settlement on the East bank
of the main branch of the Junk River, between the West bank of the Eastern«
most fork o the Junk, and the East bank of the =aid main branch ot the Junk,
shall constitute the corporare Township of Farmington, ; '

Nec. 7. Be it further Enacted :-—~"Thai the several Tnﬁnahipa ghall be boedies
corporate, and as such——May sue and be sued— '

-Take and hold real and personal pmﬁerty for the benefit of the Township--

Make and fulfili contracts; and levy all such taxes as may be necessary for. .-
township purposes ' ' f A

Sec. B. Beil further Enacted :—That the corporate powers of the several
counties shall be exercised by wwee Commissioners appointed in each county,

3

LN



ty ghall re.’
ie monies of the”
rs. - He shall keep
times to the inspec.
ats of menies received”
military fines; and 3rd.
ees, he shall receive a per

missioners.

) il ; —That there shall be a County Seal for eacl
jonwealth, which shall be in the custody of the Clerk of the
Iso be the seal of the County Courts. : 2o

further Enacted :—That the Governor and Council may ap.
in Marsial and one Public Notary for the Colony : and in each couniy
E Commonwealth Attorney, three Commissioners, one Chairman of the County
~ Court, cne Surveyor, one Judge of Superior Courl, one Clerk of Court, one’
| Register, one High- Sheriff, one Coroner, one Treasurer, one Collector of .
 Customs, four Overseers of the poor ;—eight Constables in Montserrado and -
_r* ~ gix in Grand Bassa ; fourteen Justices of Peace in Montserrado, and ten-
" in Grand Bassa ; three Assessors of the value of real estate in Montserrado and
5_ four in Grand Bassa ; and deputy Port officers for Marshall. All which officers
F not otherwise ordered, shall hold their respective appontménis during Iwo
_ years, unless removed on impeachment or conviction of some crime :—Pro-
L vided al that the same officer may at the diseretion of the Goveruor

g,& and Council, be reappointed to the same office.

b o

Sec. 12. And be it further Enacted :—That there shall be a ferry established *

e ween Bassa Cove and Edina, and one to cross the Junk river at Marehall.
- he rates of toll at both places shall be fixed by the court of Quarter Sessions
for Grand Bassa. ; - : .

An Act regulating Towns and Villages. ;

Section. 1. Beit Enacted by the Governor gnd Council in Legislature As-

sembled, and it is hereby enacied by the Authority of the same:—That wheuever
 there exists an excess of under brush or noxious weeds to the injury of persons
living contiguous, injuring or inconveniencing them either in their ways, pro-
perty or health—it shall be the duty of persons aggrieved thereby to wake a
rey niation of such nuisance to the Commissioners under the Bth section of

“An Act incorporating, bounding and regulating counties and towns” whose

ed and paid by him—the rate~

~ duty it shall then be to publicly advertiee, for thirty days, the owner or ownere



ed =hall
ayment o Th
of 83 13 per
‘to pay the same at
E:;lhhﬂ notice in one
sod or such propertio
‘With the advance and
property of minors having

- of one year irom the time

Sec. 3. Be i further Enacted —That ever
shall put a sufficient fence around one half of th
to his next neighibours. Colonists injured . or liable to frol
to ake such rence may apply to the Commissioners aforesaid whe
.warn the deliuquent to construct such fence within a reasonable and specified
_number of days. In case of neglect, the delinquent ig to be again warbed
to complete the same within ten days thereafter. At the expiration of this
Jast ten days, the original complainant is authorized to cause the fence to be
made ; submitting his biil for the same, to the Commissioners, who are torevise,
and, if reasonable allow it. On this bill, any Magistrate applied to, is to issne

- execution, commnanding the constable to levy on the‘J:ai‘inquent's personal
estate and raise the woney for judgment and costs within thirty days. .

Sec. 4. Be it further Enacted :—'That there shall be a town meeting, under
the direction of the Magisirates, held in each township annually on the firat
‘Tuesday in October for the purpose of levying such taxes as may he pecessary -
for township purposes. And further to appoint one Treasuer and three over-
seers of Pulice—the last to keep the roads and streets in order and guard the
Ingress of natives on the Sabbath day and the desecration of the sameé by
_coionists :—And for the proper ordering of the streets it shall be their duty, and
the said overseers are authorized to summon all male inhabitants, from the age
of sixteen to sixty years, by notifying them three days before each working day
(not to exceed twelve working days in each year), to assemble and clear
out the streets—persons thus notified shall either in person or by substitute
apply themselves to the work aforesaid, or pay the sum of one doilar for each
'day they fail to comply with such requisition, recoverable with the costs aceru-
ing by summons betore any magistrate, for the use of .the township.

Sec. . Be it further Enacied :—That should any of the officers appointed
under and named in this act, fail of their prescribed duty, he or they shali be
severally fined in a sum of not less than one dollar, nor more than five doliarg
‘tecoverable for the use of the township on complaint before any Justice’s Court.

~ Sec. 6. And be it further Enacted :—That if any individual or individuals be
found druok in the streets of any of the towns of this commonwealth he, she
or they, shall be taken iminediately and confined in goal until he, she, or they

‘hacoiae sober.

T
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he family
erials and
1 tile, slate or

heir arrival shall
shall give them a
wing. [Ii, within two.
tation ghall have been
nclosed and a substantial 2
title deeds in fee simple. et

E

hanged {or

s That every married man shall have for

"a town lot, or five acres of farm land, together with two more for-
fe and one for each child that may be with him—providéd always that.

single family shall have more than ten acres. : 07 Dagt e )

' Sec. 4. Be it further Enacted :—~That women not having husbands immi-
grating to this colony with permission and attached to uno family besides
ir own shall receive each a town lot, or twoacres of farm lands on their
own -aceount and one acre on account of each of their children—and un- .
married men of the age of twen'y one years, arriving in the colony from
abroad, or attaining thew majority while resident in the sawme, and having
taken the oath of allegiance, shall be admitted to draw and hold a building:
lot, or five arres of farm lands on the same conditions as married men. I
case of marriage aiterwards sucl person is 10 draw on account of his family
 go additional lands, but shall be entitled to hold whatever mis wife may have
previously drawn in her own right or inherited from a forner husband or
other person provided she shall not have alienated such lands at the time of

her marriage.
_ e 9

1.

'

S Sec. 5. Be it further Enacted :—That 1o cQIbﬁiat shall deal with the natives of
~ the couniry for lands. Andall persons trespassing on lands not their own
by cutfing or removing timber ur ptlier property, are liable to exemplary damages. ~

Sec. 6. Be it further Enacted :—That no bargain, transfer, sale, deed or
lease of lands, by or with the grantee of lands for the same, before a legal
and complete title in fee simple has been obtained, shall be valid or law-
ful. The imperfect right in lands acquired by the draft of the same, shal

_ inthe event of the decease orexpulsion of the drawer belore the expiration 0
the probationary term, descend to his or her heirs in the colony.

Sec. 7. And be it further Enacted :~That every proprietor of farm lands. »
is required to keep erected, at the angles of the same, posts 6 inches square : :
at top, to stand 2 feet above ground and be planted 18 inches deep. : oo 2

Penalty one dollar for each post mot so erected to go to any person eging -~
iar the same, . - S
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on the bench of the County Court, by the absence of the Chairman, it ehall be

shall be sigu
be the duty.of
an inquest 18 pee
of to the GoVvernor

Sec. 2. Be o further B
.Court, when required by the defe
time for paywent shall be allowed :~-For ali;
—sums uuder twenty and over fifteen, four
ten, three months ;—under ten and over five
over two, one onth, and all sums under two dollars, ten
ration of the time above allowed, execution way issue immediately against =
the defepdant and his surety, by virtue of which, the officer may levy upon
the goods and chatrels first of the principal, and in case of deficiency, then z
the sureiy to an amouni sufficieat to liguidate the debt, interest and eosisi~—
And after ten days notice by public advertisement, shall proceed o sell the
sawne to the highest bidder for casiy, and should he by the sale wake u sum
-exceeding the amount for which hé claims, he shall forthwith pay the surplus
over to the defendants. Aund all Judgments rendered in a Justice’s Cour ;
-ghall be recorded on the origimal precepts, and ali judgments and all execu- _
tions upon judgments not so rendered, shall be null and vuid. : T |

* Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted :—That there shall be holden in each of the |
“Counties oi this Commonwealth a Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Nesd
gions, to be constituted by a Chairman and two Justices of the Peace as associ-
ates. That for Monsterrado County to be opaned on the first Monday in Fob-
ruary, May, August and Novembier, in each year, and may be continued from
-day to day, during the term of one week. And that for Grand Bassa County
aforesaid, on the second Monday of the same months, and continued for “a like

-term if necessary. The said Court shall have original jurisdiction in all cases '4

of debt, for sums over twenty dollars; and be authorised to empannel jurors i
to try and determine casee of petit lareeny, and all infractions ufP the peace of ¢
the Commonweaith, except High Misdemeanor—It shall have the care and
management of the persons and estate of orphans not otherwise provided !
for.—I1t shall be a Court of Prabate, and with its other records have 2 record k
of Wills, which may be proven in said Court. }

Sec. 4. Beit further Enacled :--That the Chairman of said Court shall not
-execcise the fonctions nor perform the duties of a Justice of the Peace——but
his duties shall be confined exclusively to the Court of which he is Chairman ;
and for the services so rendered, he shall be allowed Twenty Dollars per an-
Hum, out of any fines and forfeitures collected in said Court. 3

Sec. 5. Be it further Enacted :—That whenever a vacancy shall happen up-



in a book or books to
sue all leading processe
lerk, made and direct
jes and note the returns made

directed ;—take minutes of the trial of all

i

. , jurors empanneled, and the names of the

‘Tection of the Court issue license to those to whom they are granted, and make
record thereof as in other cases whereof a fecord is necessary 1o be kept.

L. N BB MMEW :~That the duties of the Probate Court shall
' be distinet from that of the Court of Pleas aod Sessions, though they are

the said Probate Court to cause the probate of any will or testawentary paper

that shall posseds the features of one, or if contested he shall cause the will

g0 contested 1o be brought betore the Court of Common Pleas, thal it may be

submitted to a competent jury upon its merits and by them either rejected,
; set aside or quashed or unanimously approved j or if rejected, the same may
j be removed by appeal to other tribunal on petition made by any person aggriev- '
# ed, according to the laws of this commonwealth which relate to appeals. =
'

Sec. 9. Be it further Enacted :—The Register shall record all documents

and instiuments relating to the security and title of public or individual pro-

© perty—Government grants, patents, contract®, commissions and other papers,

which are properly matter of record and to which thegummmlwea]th shall be

E a party. He shall receive papers of record from the County Clerk, reg;ﬁter.

i and file them in alphabetical order that they may at all mes be in safe keep-

. ing in his office, and accessible to persons deswring o examine them. And

every volume of records when fuil shall be delivered by him to the Colonial
Secretary, for preservation among the archives of the colony.

¢ I

Sec. 10. Be it further Enacted :—~That there shall be holden .in each of the,
Couuties of Montserrado and Grand Bassa & Superior Court, which shall have,
ariginal jurisdiction of all offences agamst the Commonweaith constituted pen-_
al by any law of said Commonwealth, presentments whereof shali be made hy.
# Grand Jury on information given to them of existing cases, or of commitinenty,
made by Justices of the Peace ; and shall'have jurisdiction of all cases carried
up by appeal from the court of pleas and sessions. There shall be a .[u%

=

"

g:___:__“__,___.____.. 20
¢

Fe their dement in each and every case:~—Note the proof of |
- ‘wills or other conveyances of property in said Court, and deliver all such pa-
" pers aiter being so noted, to the Register for recording ;—and under the di-

performed at the same term, It shall be the duty of the Chairman presiding at -

.“_u'_t.:'- -

1"4'_-
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in the said .
that may be
County shal
There shall be
‘pointment from the Judge
be made and other matte
court, by the Judge thereo
in case of that office & ' ¥
days before the return day of the terin oi
returnable, sign them with his own name as cle
~ therein specitied to be performed in the name of or beto
of said court : and he shalfkeep a book Wwherein e sha
original issues and actions so made and begun as well as

¥o returned to his office, shali be fited o alphabetical order so as Lo be of €8y

Heeess 1o those having occasion 10 exawine thew.  And the said cierk shull also
F‘e qualified to act as Clerk and master in Equity in all matters and ti ings per<
aining to said court, _ . o

- Sec. 11. Be it further - Enacted :—That there shall be one Supreme Court

for the Commonwealth, in wiicn Ihs Excellency the Goverror shaii preside,
(he being Ex-officio Chief Justice of Liberia), to be leld by him at such tines,
in such inanner, and in such places as he shall from time to time direct, to it
shall belong original jurisdiction in all maritime cases, and all cases of suili
betweeun citizens and aliens, and of alj cases withiout or peyoud the limits of
the colony, and the returns on précepts issued thereirom, shall be ‘mude to
such courts as they may be directed: and said Court shall have appeilate
jurisdiction, in all causes originating i the Saperior Courts, or carried up
by appeal from the Courts of Pleas and Sessions, or on cases, originating in Jus.
tices Courts that have travelléd up to it by regular course of appeats, and ‘he
Judgments and decisions of the tribunal both between man and man and the
commonwealth and iis citizéns, or aliens, i all manner of cases shail be final,
The Colonial Secretary shall act as the Clerk in said Court, and shall keep
such record of all matters and things connectéd with the business thereof, as
shall seem rueet and right to the Justice thereot to have done and made.

Sec. 12. And beit further Enacted:—That in addition to the &bove Courts,

there shall be a Court of Monthly Session for tie district of Sinve. The
Chairman of which coart shall. be clothed with powers siinilar to Lhose vested
in the Chairman of the County Court, and all matters of a legal nawre above

the jurisdiction of a Quartecly or County Couri, within said district shall be

faid ‘in the Superior Court ‘or the County of Grand Basea.

.

. of all matters carried
p by appeal to said court. He shall 1ssue subpeias for wilnesses when re-
Quired, and direct the same to the Shertf or Deputy who shall execute wiihe
ot defay dnd makﬁ&mper return thereoss and all auui;‘impers and dociuments
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- .@nness, sabbath profan

e, Eec. 5. Be it furtﬁer Enacted :—That no person who <hall ‘have besn cons.
victed of theft or any other misdemeanor, punizhible by imprisonment, shall

.
d

olony may take
e and good order of
. the express decizions
onization Society. The properiy

esident in the Colony : And in all cases
s 1o heir in_the Colony, the iands held by

i

A

15 petif lareceny—and quarrelimg, riot, drunk=

be suffered to git on a jury. And further :—That no person who shall be con-
victed of theft, burglary or robbery, shail ever aiter enjuy the elective fran-
chise, or be eligible to any office in this Colony, 8¢ have a right to sit as juror.
or give evidence in any ceurt of justice, unless specially restored to the rights
and immaunities of citizenship, by a public aect of the Governer and Council, af-
ter having given sufficient evidence of repentance and reformation. i

 Sec. 6. Be it further Enacted:—That any person or persons punished by

fines in any of the courts, and put to public labor to satisiy said fine and costs,

shall be allowed the sum of six dollars per month ;. provided if he e a native he
shall be athweai three dollars per month, until said fine and cosis be satistied.

Sec. 7. Beit further Enacted :~That all persons convicted of any crime pun-- -

ishable by imprisonment and hard labor on the pablic works, may at the dis-
eretivn of the court, be ordered to be hired out by the Sheriff of the Cuunig.
publicly before the door of the court house, on the first Monday after the ad-
journment of the said court, to the highest bidder, for the term of his or her
sentence, on the consideration the said prisoner shall not be allowed to go at
iarge in the street, without being secured by a chain. b

Sec. R. Be it further Enacted :—That any person suffering a prisoner, that
may be in bie'or her possession for the time of such prisoner’s serving, to go

at large in the etreets without being eecurei by a chain, of sofficient strength

_to keey the prisoner, he or she shall be subjected to a fine of not less than f&n
nor more thau fifty dollars, at the discretion of the court. And further it shall

be ithe duty of sheriffs and constahles to arrest all culprits thet may be seen
at large in ‘ne streets, and 1o enter prosecution against the person or persons
in whose charge such prisoners were. And shouid any sheriff or constable
neglect or refuse so to do, he or they shall be subjected to a fine not exceeding.
fifty dollars, : iin :

if::ﬁ in which the property stﬂleh_

ty and lewdness are infractions of the peace. .

%, &
i



‘able to the public, and
before any Justice of
the father of tne ehild
‘charged is a vesident
‘wherein such chiid. be born, may is
person #o charged before him, or any other
g.:'td:'n to Jatl, uniess Lie shall enter into b

‘ security in a
sum of not less than fifiy - doliars, for his g he Court of Quartor
‘Sessions and abide the order thereof:—And if the court upon the circum-

stances, shall adjudge the person so charged to be the father, aud that the coud

s likely 1o become chargable to the public, they way provide for its maintain-
‘ance, by charging the father with the payment of not Jess than one doliar per
week, payable monthly into the hauds of the Treasurer of the Colony, to con-
tinue while such child is iikeily to become chargabie to the public; aud the
{ather shall enter into recognizance with sufficient surety before the court, m}-

‘able to the acting Governor and hie successor in office, to perlorm such orders

'of the court., And if the father shall make default in the payment-of such

‘money for six ‘months, or refuse to give such bond, the court shall give judg-

went and execution, and the sheriff shall proceed to the eollection of all such

‘sums as way be due from time to time by the father, his executors or admin-

istrators,

Sec. 2. And be it further Enacted :—That if any woman aftef having been
summoned beiore any Justice of the Peace, should refuse io swear to the parent-

sge ol the child, and the child is likely to become chargable to the public, the

court may order the said woman to be hired out from tume to time, as long as
said child ‘may be likely to become chargabie to tue public.—~Nevertheless, ihe
mother of a ‘bastard child may give good bonds with surety to be approved by
the Governor and court of sessions, for the maintaiuance of the child.

LY

An Act to_prevent corrupticn and fraud in elections.

Section L. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem-
blad, and it 15 enacled by the authority of the same:—Tnat any person or
persons who sialibe convicted of changing or ol causing to be changed, by
irauduient or deceptive ‘means any ticket or tickets in the ballet box, shali for
every such offence forfeit and pay a sum of filly dollars.

Sec. 2, Bé-itfurthfr Enacted =~That any candidate fnl:-_pnh]i:_ office who
#ball either ‘by bimself or by others for him, give or canse to be given avy
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r of any can-.
¢ the sum of
he returns.

Adfricans except-
of recaptured Alri.
nchise, unless he or
years immediately pre.
-' mdorio course of civilized life. The
L gufsdand of ded ~shail be the solemn declaration of three
erodivalie and gl rested persuns, (who sha!l have had an opportunity of
e g ﬁ’if"t‘-nﬂﬂuﬂtfaﬁd' lite of the party or parties,) that the person or pers”
Sous s calming The right to vote, have during the three aforesaid censecuy
tive years, abandoned all the forms, customs, and superstitions of heathen-
ietn, and thar be or they so climming to vote, has or have during the pes]
st sforesaid conforuwied tothe forins, customs, and habits of civilized life.

S L eaam nunber of votes, the Legisiature at 'ité next session n"ﬂ&r_ saitl
1o, shall deterwine the election by ballot. : .

Sec. B, And be it further Enaeted :—That it shali be the duty of the Sheriff or
other person acting in his piace, immediately on ;heciuﬁiﬂg-t}f_th&i‘uﬂs te.
eount in the presence of the sworn Judges of the election the number of
voles polled jor eagh candidate. He shall write down said number opposite
eah cam}iﬂa%e’s' name in fair and’ legible characters, sign it himself with
the Jadges of the eiection, to be forwarded immediately under seal to the
Coionial Secretary, a copy of said statement authenticated as aforesaid shall”
be deposited in the office of the County Court. S

E bt

And the Colonial Sécretary shall, immediately on receiving the veturns

ag wloresaid notily the citizens'of the result of the election by posiing the same -

up i1 some conspicuous place or otherwise publishing the same—and give
‘persons elected a separate and official notice of their election. .

JI

An Act Punishing Official Misconduct.

Section 1. 'Be it Enacted by the Governor and Councilin Fegislature Assen-
bled, and it is hereby emacled by the authority of the same;—'That auny person
hoiding and exercising the office of Judge, in any court in this Commonwealih,
whu shall be guilty of shewinfa favor and partiality in judgment, or giving.
counsel in it tendency calculated to impede or hinder the right influence of

: simed, and shall have during

4. 6. Bot further Enacted:—That in all cases where two candidates shall
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~ duties of their office, so as by

of said clerks, after judgment being had agawst thew. -

‘observe with punctual
for all issues proceedin
lure of gervice, and return

obstruet, frustrate or hinder by delay rson T ubtice, uide
the penalty of ten dollars foreach case of issues not made ;- ity doliais for
every case of neglect to subpeena or give notice of decrees or forms and rales
‘ordered in any cases at issue in their several courts ;—énd fifty dollars ior elos-
ing their offices, or absenting themselves so that access cannot at all umes be
therennto had. Sueh fines to be levied by execution on the goode and chatt'es

 Sec. 4. Beur further Enacted :—That the Sherifis of the several conuties shail
be hable to amercement in the sum of filty dollars tor each and every cese of
faiiure to make due returns of any precepts, issued oul of any 0. Wie cuuwils
and to them directed. Anund for all failures to make returns ol wones to the
courts issuiug out executions to collect the same swmmarily, judgment soall
be entered up agaiost the said Sheriff, and his securities for the amount with
‘charges of the cost accruing. : - g |

Sec. 5. Be il further Enacted :—That the Coronor shall be siibjected to the
same liabilities and penalties as the Sheriffin all similar cases of delinquences -
vu the discharge of the duties of bis office. . :

Sec. 6. Be it further Enacted :—That it shall be the duty of ali Constables to
present to the Court of Quarter Sessions, in a book provided for that purpose,
Aan acconnt of ail precepts to thew directed with an accouat ol whal acion
has been had on each, under the penalty of tweuty dollars, and 11 deiauis ol vae
proper discharge of their duties they shall furfeit and pay for negeciug w
“serve a precept in an ordinary action of debt, the sum of len doilars :=—aud i
all cases of breach of the peace or crimiual arrest, he shall be fined at the dis-
:gretiun of any tribunal having cogmizance of such malversation in office, accord-
ing to the magnitude of the offeuces.

£

 See. 7. Beil further Enacied :—That any commissioned or nou-coiminissivaed

officer, or other person Who shall go beyond the limits of the town whefe he

_‘ sides, aud by force and arms or threats interrups, interiere with or injure
e natives, uniess acling under the immediate authority of the Hiecaive
wer, shall be amerced in the surm of not less than one hundred doliars, and,
n detault ¢f payment shail be imprisoned two years. : :
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the Governor and - Council in Legislature Asseme

y the authority of the same i—Thai whenever the
oilector or other office becomes vacant, it shalk
be the duty of the Acting Governor to fill such vacant office or offices, by an
appointment of suitable person or persons under his hand, said appoiniment
to be contersigned by the Colonial Secretary, who shall attach the commnon.
wealth seal thereto. Nevertheless, said appointments shall expire at the
pext annual election or meeting of the appointing powers oi such officers.

- 8ec. 2. Be it further Enacted :-——That any person or persons holding ‘an
office under this Government, and shall remove to any other colony or state
unconnected with this to reside, or shall accept of any effice of emolument
from any such foreign state or colony, shall be considered vacating said office.
or offices; and said office or offices ehail be filled by the Goveruor in the
manner directed m the first section :—Frovided this shall not be consirued
to apply to any person or persons that may be commissioned to any foreign
colony on public business. :

Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted :—That in the event of the death, resignation
or other disability of both the Governor and Lieutenant Goveruor, it shal
be the duty of the Co'onial Secretary immediately to summon the conneilg
who shall meet and elect a person to fill said vacant office; until the next
election, or until superceded by an appointment from the Bodrd of Managers
of the American Colonization Society.

Sec. 4. And be it further Enacied :—That the Governor, Lieutenant Govi
ernor, and ali other officers of Government hereinafter named, be sworn inte.
office. That the Guvernor or Lieutenant Governor administer the oath of
office to the Secretary, and that the Secretary administer the oath of office
“to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Council, and record the date of
their entering upon office upon the records of the council. -

I
S el

and that - the clerks of the courts swear all the members of the court.
- the oath of office may be admmistered to a Justice of the Peace by any
Justice of the Peace. ; : e

That the Secretary administer the oath of office to the ¢lerks of the courts
Ad
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% Serving writ of Habeas corpus, per &lem, " g
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Cierks of Courts Martial shall ‘be paid out of ﬁnea amrumg
_irom the military, per day, . :
Jlﬂinl of the Superior Courts per term . <N
- For traveling expeoses per mile. - - .

Nntnnna Public for every protest of b:ll of exc or prom-
isory pote or au_v other pruteat mth seal éf ﬂir, &ec, n]i
services,

The Marshall for al] services, shall receive per day, -

The Collector of Customs for Grand Bassa County, on all mo-
‘nies received and paid into the Tmasurer’} Jmuds nhall
receive a per centum, -

The Collector for Monsterrado Cmmty. Lo MCARE. . - _'

- The L'reasurer in each county - o -

- Inall Commonwaalth cases—Clerks, Sheriffs, Constables and
shall be entitled to half the amount of fees allowed in civil suits, to be p
by the Gummwealth, or the defendan:t as the prosecution may eventuate.

Sec. 2. And be it further Enacted:~That in all suits hereafter tried and:

of either in the County or Superior Courts, the convicted or failing
in the action, shall pay a tax fee of one dollar—which shall’ b coliected by
the Clerk, aud over tothe County Treasurer wrthln thirty dﬂfl*m
the W shail e been ramlred by him.
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; footing i
- be forined un the

- the above, shali be punished by fine for the first offe.ce, of e} sndred dole |

rading estabil

foreigner under the §
of his guods. Nor &
‘except at ports of
such port of -entry.

Sec. 2. Be it further
‘of rading witn another 1
‘colony, or at ports of eatry, wi
of the Colony—excepiing, nevertheless
‘as may be wanied lor ship's use, which
‘0f the Coliector or lus Deputy, su as to secure

dare, and the secund offence, doubie the amount—one half to g0 to the -
inlormer. ' .

Sec. 8. Be it further Enacted—That no vessel not immediately owned by

he citizens of the colony, shail ve allowed to anchor in any of ike ports or

: ~of the colony, wiihout paying the reguiar anchorage aud light vuties:

~—And the masters ol all vessels requiring rhe proteciion oi Fort Norris Batiery,
againstany piraticai or suspected vessel acluaily i sight, or beiieved to be hov=

ering in the offing—also ail masters of vessels through whose tauit 1o =hall

- become necessary to man the batiery for theif detentiog—siall pay une dolar

an hour for every hour the battery shall be actually maaned for such detenton
‘or defence.

Sec. 4. Be it further Enacted:—That all foreign vessels shall be compelled
‘either to deposit their papers in the office of the ollector, or, if that be deem-.
‘ed unsale, give bond or deposiie with him property, to the amount of one hun-
dreil doliars as security for the payment of us dues ‘—And furiher, that all

. vessels before sailing from these colonies, shall receive a ciearance from the

Collector of Customs, the master or, owner thereof paying for the same, the
sum of twenty-five ceuts~—which clearance shail entitie the master of any

foreign vessei to retake his papers or bond or property deposited as before
required. i

Sec. 5. Be i further Enacted :—That no Captain or Supereargo of any
vessel, shall take away any mussionary, native, citizen, or other resi of this
Colony, without a passport to be granted by the Secretary, under the penalty
for each and every offence of ove hundred dollars. Provided always ihis shail
not appiy to vessels carrying persons to any of the American settiements.

8ec. 6. Be it further Enacted :—That it shall not be lawful for the mas-
ter or other person to land any gonds from on board any boat or vessel without
a permit, special or general ; and any permit shall be valid only so long as
the vessel shall remam in harbor—any vessel having left the harbor shall
{rocure a permit to land auy portion of her cargo on her return, and ail articles



s of Lthe case,
| Imprisonment

- Commonwealih, ur
permiied 1o act as
' Slave l'rade, under
—And further ihat
nwealth, shall enter
_ person in the remotest -
‘the penalty of indictment and fine
s to these colonies being tound on-
1IEmlmrh'«::!-c-l:l ot any slave dealing es.-
ont, s arv to their erime, aud suffer the penajty”
~as ahove——but should any person so unplicated show that he or she was by 4ty -
| gident or distress thrown into that situation, being salisfied ol such fact, Hig
; Exceiloney tbe Governor way admit the plea iu pardon or extenuation, but
4 ghiouid he orshe lail to make .gmld such mprﬂsentatinm bie or she shalil sutfer
the peuaity jast above named. T vl

See. 9. Be it jurther Enacted —That all vessels hailing- from ports, and-
sailing under the flag of uns Colony, are hereby prohibited Irom any and évery
species of iniercouise with slavers at sea or elsewhere, and forbidden to wride

~or hold any negotiation with them, under the penalty of the seizure ana con-
deinaation of their vessel, and forferture of all the articles or the value of them
s0 tradged tor, and no such vessel above mentioned shail purchare a! sea irvm-
any vessel any sgoods, wares, or merchandize and land them at any port, or
any faciory they may be licenced to keep within tins Commonweaith, without
accouwding 1o the nearest port officer for the amount of duties chargable on-
gaud purchase, and paying the legal tariff duties inposed on the articies, under

- the penally heremalter affixed to smugygling in these colones.

Sec. 10. Be it further Enacted :—That the owners of all sailing. crafts be-
lot.g.ug io the colony, shail not sail the same outside of the rivers, without
oroviding them with 4 colonial flag or broad pennant, and asailing license or
Egmwr trows under the hand and sea: of the Governor, under penalty of pay-
ing vue doliar a ton 10r every ton, such craft may measure, lor each unlawiul
trip——and all such vessels so sailing from apy port in these colonies, and irad«
ing voastwise under the protection of this governtent, shall pay a Tax of luiy
celiis per ica per annuin, which Tax shall be paid by the master or owner
belore the license above named shail be granted. 3

Sec, 11. Be it further Enacted :—That the master or owner of any vessel
sailing uuder tbe fag vl the colony, and registered in said colony shall Within
twenty-iour hours after the arrivai of such vessel, within any port ol eniry:

_in tue coiouy, present to the Port Officer, or- Colilector of Customs ol saw port,
a correct list or manilest of the cargo on board, and receive from him & peruit to
land the sawe, wiihent wiich 1t shall not be lawful to break buik, or discharge
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1 "Cu.triurlﬁ_
Jess than t
18 a rever
Collector at pii
monwealth, '
a cominigsion ¢

. See. 12, Beit f
to board every vessé
communication with
dollars.—It shall be i
vessel with a copy of thé o

ay the sum of five dollars- e sh
‘Eertnrgn without a permit, un
. ghall also inspect all boats cuming :

‘goods landed from such boats or vessels el g ed ina permit,

shall be seized  He shall keep in a bouk to be provived for that purpose, an
“ecurate account ofall the arrivals and departures of vessels, and of all passen-
_gers coming to or going from these ports, and the exports, and imports shipped
away or received. It shall also be his duty to.enforce the. collection of duties
beiore the departure of any vessel from which any. sums may be clanned, aud

“for every negiect he shall fortei and E[.;-.a.‘ir the sum ol fifiy dollars—tle shiil
make a full return of all the matters things counected with s office at

“the close of each quarter, and pay over 1o the Treasurer; all and whatever
monies may have come into his hands—and in case of faling to make a reporl,

shall forfeit and pay the sum of “ten dollars. And on failing to pay over the
amount collected, the sum of one hundred dollars. _ ;

_ Sec. 18. Be it further Enacted :~That on all ardent spirits, Wines and cor.’
diale landed in any part of the colony; there shall be collected a duty of tienty-
five cents per gallon—and all such articles shall be landed under the inme-
diate observation of the Collector, and by him be guaged or the guantity
" otherwise ascertained on the spot, and the amount of duties therson be naid
before it is removed from the piace of landing, and on failure i either ol
“these particulars the articles aforesaid shall be forfeited to the commonwealith.
“And. there shall be collected a duty of five per cent advalorem ypon all
-goods, wares and merchandize, (other than those above enumerated) brought
jiito the colony, excepting guods and nlrnerchan_dize brought in by the missionaries
'*}ur thelr private use. The advelorem duty in all diréet importations shall
be assessed on the cost of goods—but in the sale of transient traders, the - |
~commniission merchant’s acconut shall be assumed as the valorem, and the |
~duties computed according to it. S

Sec. 14. Be it further Enacted :~—-That each commission merchant, shall ,
: a Tax of twenty-five dollars per annum ; and each retailer shall pay
twelve dollars per amnum—and it shall not be lawful for any colonist, or
~other person within the colony, fo sell or barter any _goods, merchandize, or
“vendible property, or transact commercial business for. any foreign umporter,
sﬁarchaut, master, SUPErcargo or owner, on commissign without first having
_ bbtained a commission merchants license, nor shall any kcensed commission -

v ¥
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alien rvesident in,
country out of the
enalty of counfiscation
ewployed in the transac-
‘in addition in the sum of
s o ) —and if unable to payd t;e shall be.
1t . abor six months on yublic works, And for any re.
- swiance tothe i n in  this : i e shall be liable m'lﬂdiﬁtmﬂ?ﬂ for.
. misdemeanor and punished by confinement and hard labor on the public.
; works six months. Provided always that the citizens of th_ia‘ commonwealth,
i ~shall be allowed to establish factories on the sea board any where within,

du::ﬁ jurisdiction of this colony by paying an annual license of twenty-five.

oy : e f > s _

_ Sec. 16. Be it further Enacted:—That no person or persons whatsoever,
shall trade or traffic by buyiug or selling merchandise for gain within the.
colony, except those who have obtained a license as by law required. Aund
further that all trade shall be carried on and caleulations made in the eur-
i rency of the colony, for every transgression of this last clause the offender
| shall be fined in the sum of one dollar with costs at the suit of the Coimmoun-
wealth before any Justice of the Peace, :

W

Sec. 17. Be it further Enacted :—That no. person shall sell ardent spirits, -
wines, or cordials without having first obtained a gpecial heense for which
! bie shall pay the sum of twenty five dollars, said license to be remewed on
: the lst Januvary in each year. And further that the penaity for selling.
5 ardent spirits withont license in this commonwealth shall be one hondred
| dollars 1o be recovered by action of misdemeanor m any court ol tius come,
| 'monwealth having competent jurisdiction, one half to the use of the iniormer
| and the other half to the use of the commonwealti

g Sec. 18. Be it further Enacted:~That it shall be the duty of those wha
are, or may hereafier be engaged in the sale or trade of spirituous liguors,
to have their shops distinguished by a sign board on which the name or names
of the owners shall be printed in large capitais, underneath wiiich their
special business shall be designated, thus, “A. B. SELLS RUM” and on
failin%]thus to distinguish himself” or themselves, he or they shall iorieit and:
pay the sum of one hundred dollars recoverable in any court of competent
jurisdiction, to be collected as often as the offender is admonished by any
officer of government, aud fails to comply with the above requisition.

Sec. 19. Be i further Enacted :;;~That any person wishing fo carty on
the business of Auctioneer shail pay anoually to tne cemuonweaith the sum

-
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many places as he or they may choose, but

‘the tax abe
by executor;

Sec. 20, Be
-ses, for which pay
to the County Cou
‘the court shall orde
And all licenses shall |
ber.  Provided should at
.E.nmmencﬁmem of the fisc .
day of January—said person perso all - be .
pai anly in‘auijuat ratio of the unexpired term of one year—and provided
further that any and all persons may obtain lice

¢ he or they shall have no more
.than ‘one place of trade in each township or only so many as he or they.

- ;shall have received license to keep, under the. penalty attached to trading

‘withiout license,

Sec. 21. Be it~ Enacted ;:—That any person accused of receiving

;goods in the jurisdiction of this colony, on which 1ariff duties have not been

_paild, orin other words of smuggling into these eolonies any goods or ar-
‘tieles chargeable with duties, shall he subjected to have the said articies
.seized by the collector, and on conviction thereof the same shall be sold
for the benefit of the commonwealth, and he shall also pay four foid the
~value of the articles so smuggled, or be commitied to the conmon jail, there
o be kept in close confinement till the said penalty with all costs of collection
_shall be paid. ' .

Sec. 22. Be it further Enacted :—That any person trading or bartering
within this commmonwealth with the natives or others, in goods, wares, or
merchandize on which ihe regular duties have not been paid, shail on con-
~wviction, lorfeit and pay the amount of the goods so sold or bartered contrary
do law. 2 .

Sec. 23. Be it further Enagcted :(~—That any goods, wares and merchandize,
which may be landed according to the requirements of this law from foreign
wvessels tor sale, aud shall remain unsold, the captain, supercargo or otier
officer of such foreign vessel, shall upon ebtaining a permit from tae Collector
of Customs, be allowed to reship such goods, wares, and merchandize on |
board such foreign vessel from which they were landed free of import duty,
a8 respects all'%ut ardent spirits, wineg, and cordials.—Provided if such
gooas remain more than thirty days the goods shall not be entitied to the
_aioresaid exemption. - A

Sec. 24. Be u further Enacted :—That all goods, wares, and merchandize
imporied into this coiony shall be entitied to draw back when exported:
~—subject, however, to the tollowing provisions ;~—Said gouds, wares, and mer-
chandize must be landed in complete and unbroken packages, and reship-
ped in the same unbroken packages ;—must be exported in the same vessel
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ials, shall in any case be
7 Bec. 25. Be : ed - fines and forfeitures upon civil
officers by ue of this or any r act, when not otherwise specially
provided tor, shall be collected under the direction of the Execative or
other persons appoiuted by him within twenty days, by a summary process or
distress warrant against the person so amerced—and all monies due the com-
monwealth from other persons, shall be collected by the Sheviff within forty
.' days, and if not then paid, he shall proceed to levy upon aud sell as much of
the delinquént’s property as will satisfy the demand.

b

Sec. 96. Beit further Enacted :—That inali cases where a Sheriff or other
person charged with the collection of money due the commonwealth, siall
fail in accomplishing the same, execution shall be issued against him or them,
] and his or their securities immediately ; and all officers neglecting or refusing
i to pay over manies collected, on account of the cm'x}mn’uﬁ_&a.lth; shall be sub--
' jected to a sammary process, for the recovery of double the amount claimed

-

at their hands, to be levied on any goods and chatiles in their posséssion.

5 Sec. 27. Beit further Enacted :—That nothing in the preceeding sections,
shali preveut any laborer or mechanic from being permitted 1o exchange
the products of his labor—or any farmer, the products of his farm, for artcles
necessary for the consumption of his family, and also for camwood and ivory,
vided ahways such exchanges shall be made at the house of the colonist so
making them, or with a merchant at his store. . :

| © Sec. 28. And beit further Enacted:~That all and any further regulations
! necessarilv growing out of our maritime regulations, shall be subjected to the:
contral of the Chief Executive of this Commonwealth.

An Actto Regulate proceedings in cases of Wreck de.

Section 1 Be it Eunacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem.
| biled, and it is hereby enacted bg the authority of the same:~—That whenever-
|' bouis, goods or property of any kind, having been wrecked or lost, and found,.
! it shali be the duty of the finder, to deliver the same into the custody of the

lollector or his Deputy, who shall give notice by public advertisement thereof,.
for ten days in the neighborhood of those supposed to be concesned, after which-
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Sec. 3. Beit further Enacted:
-aforesaid, should the owner or
‘goncerned, a ratable propo 1 be the sad
sor, shali proceed to sell the same for ready money te the  highest bidder, ant
‘alter deducting for himself the usual commission of his office, ue aﬁtﬂ t::; T
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ucis of the sale. . IR S s
See. 4. Be il further Enacted :—That should any person finding or picking

mp auy wrecked or drifted property, fail or reiuse 10 subiL 1o tug  proceediigs s}

‘above prescribed, his claim or claims as finder or auy o/ber persqn for him,

shail be dbrogated- maha shail turther be liable 1o be. proceeded agaiust as

‘in cases of teiony, and Upon conviction shali suffer the same pedaliies as jor

~any ufher act of larceny according fo the magnitude of the affence.

Sec. 5. And be it further Enacted :—That sheuld the Collector, or his Depu-
zies fail to fulfil the duties resung upon him in making the proper disposai of
‘effects so coming wto s hands, lmself or his securiies shall pay to the
pariies aggrieved, double the value ol such property.

An Act rr.kxtmg to Treaties.

Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in 'I_gg-ish!urg.,};sxe@.
“bled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same:—That iu all’ cises
of treaties to be made, of which this Government shall be a party, the ( V-
wernor may appoint Commissioners, who may be clothed with the necessary
power, and beid bound to depart in ne wise from their instructions.—aAnd ail
treaties, whereof the Cominonwealth is one of the contracting parties, shall,.
from the date of their publication, become laws :—And offenders against their
provisions shall be punshed in pursuance of judicial sentence.

 Sec. 2. And be it further Enacled :—~That in all treaties and hegotiations

with the surrounding Head-wen or Chiefs of native iribes for land, the settling
~of questions of bonndary, or for the extensiou of territory, & fair and complete gg

understanding shall be had and obtained, and proper instruments of writing 4
.shail be had aud made, fully axprﬁasmg the whole subject maiter of agreement

or arrangement made and entered into—the full amount paid as the cousider-

ation of - any bargain, or for any purchase made, together with the reai signa-

tores of all coneerned in the transaction :—And no Chiefs or Head-wen, the



to anvther frovern--
| hot be entirled to 1the’
atu return, they shall

ined in the colony at least

i ~ had left the Colony, agawn return aud retuse to take the vati of allegiaoce, de-
elaring that he of they bad not become citizens of any other Gavernmneir, and-
'y there should be any doubt respecting the fact, said person or persous shali be

i questioned as to the truth of the same before some Justice oi the Peace, and*

. his or thewr answer in the negative shall be recorded by the Register:—-Aud

should it be afterwards found that he or they had taken an oath of allegiance’

to any foreign Government or Colony, all his or their real property in ne
Commonwealih suali be confiscated, and he or they debared forever from citizen-
ship therein. . : . .

f oy 5

T

An At regulating the residence of Native Africans within the Colony.
Section 1. Beit Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem-

bled, and it is hereby enacted by the authorily of the same:—'T'hat all Nave

Africans who may becume residents, or remain within the corporaie sounds of
the eeveral counties of this Commonwealth——whether aduits or minors, shall~
be compelled to wear clothes under the penaity of being fined in a sum not

exceeding five dollars, nor less than one dollar.

Sec, 2. Be it further Enacted :—That no native youth under the age of eigth-

teen years shall he allowed to dwell in the families of colonists, without being -

* bound for a specitied term of years, according-to the rules prescribed in an Act
concerning apprentices. '

_ Sec. 3. Be it Enacted :—That all male natives from the age of 16

~ years to 60, resident within the several townships, shall be compelied to work
,F‘a the same number of days directed by law for the citizens ; they being ordered
' out at the discretion of the Commissioners.

Sec. 4. And be it further Enacted:—That Liberated Africans incorporated
in the Colony, and who shall be deemed capable of managing, shall receive
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. An Act legalizing marriages and legitimating llegitimate children. _
Sec. 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem.
Bled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same:—1'1ai no mariiare r
®f coionists or oihers resideat or being in ihe colony, (nauves of the couuury i
wexcepted) shail be lawful without a lcense previousiy had from the Clerk :

of the County Court—and  those persons requiring license shall give bond

\and security in the sum of two hundred doilars that there is no illegal {
@arr,iﬂrm their eniering into the proposed connexion. The partes 1o aiy 5:
gnriage contrary to this section shall be expelied the colony and the person :
periorming the marriage ceremony for unlicensed parties “suall be lined dis- {

I - -

_ See. 2. Be it further Enacted :—That it shall be the duty of all autharized
Ministers of the Gospel, Judges and Justices of the Pedce who snail here- i
\alter join together any persons in bonds of matrumony, to make a returs, of |
the mariage license, certilying thereon the intermarriage of the parties and
the daie of the solemmzation thereof, to the Clerk of ihe Court ol Quarter
Sessions, who shall enter the same in a book kept for tnat purpose, and for
ssuch ~eniry shall be entitled to receive len cenls which shall be paid when
such license 1s granted-—and the register of such marriage or 4 certified
«wony thereof shall be admitted as evidence of such marriage in awy oi the
courts of this Common wealth. .

Nec. 3. Be it further Enacled :—That all persons who at the time of their

husband and wife, shall previous to their adimission to the rights and privi-
ledges of citizens, be cited’ by the Clerk of the Court aforesaid to appear
ard in his presence and the presence of each other, be required solemniy
to acknowledpe and declare themselves 1o be bounden and lawiul man and 4
wile—aud said acknowledgement it shall be the duty of the clerk to recurd, ..

to remain thereafter full and sufficient evidence of the marriage of the
parties therein namec. v

See., 4. Be it fuﬂhef' Enacted :—That a certificate of a warriage solem- :
nized by a Muuster or other person, according to the laws and usage of

=
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An Act vequiring the Regisfer of Births and Deaths. . -

L]

Assembled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same :—That there
be a Town Clerk appointed annually in each*town, whose business it shall be-
to keep a record of the births. and deaths of all persons. occuring therein, spe.
cifying the day of each birth and death, and the names of the persons if known..

- Sec. 2. Be il further Engeled ;~That parents shall give notice to the clerlc

of their town, of the births and deaths of their children:—And every house.
holder shall give like notice of every bifth and death happening in his or her
house :—The oldest person next of kin shall give sych notice of the death of
his kindred :~~And the Sexton of the burial ground in each town shall give no-
tice of the interment of every person and the names of the persons so intered.

Sec. 3. Beit further Enacted :—~That the Town Clerk shall make semiannual
reports to the Probate  Court :—And the Clerk of the Court of Probate and the
Town Clerk shall receive- each the sum of five cents for every birth or death.
that they may record, which sum shall be paid out of the County funds.

Sec. 4. Andbe it further Enacted :—That the Probate Clerk shall make annu..
al returns of all such matters and things as come within the view of this Aet,

to the Colonial Secretary.

An- Act concerning the Census. + °

Section 1. Beit Enacted by the Govermor and Council in Legislature Assem.
bled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same :—That whenever he
may deem it necessary, His Excellency the Governor, shall appoint one person,

~in each township to take the census of the inhabitants thereof :——And that per-

.
L

ake application to the
@ names of the parties maki::ﬁ_.

a certified copy of said record whieli-_:l

Section 1. Be it Enacted. by the Governor and Council in Legislalure

T
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3rd.
4th.
oth.
Gl
. Tth,
Bth.
‘\gﬂL L
10th. All females of
1lih. Ail males over
12th. All females of sa
13th. All males over B ar
14th. All females of same age; =
15th. All males over 1 and under 5
16ih. All females of same age; 2 :
17th. All males under one year; e B
18th. All females of same age ; PepA
‘19th. How ‘many of all ages have beeti born in
20th. All idiotsy lunatics and decrepit persons ; e :
21st. The number of horses, jacks, mules, or working oxen, belonging to

the Colony ;

- “gach-and every family-~the number of spinning wheels—all or any kind of pro-

* duce they raise; or manufacture for market—and the number of "acres of land
- cultivated by each and every citizen.

Sec. 2. Be it further Enacted :—That the pay allowed shall be according to
'the numbers returned, at the rate of one dollar for every hundred souls.

And the representation in the Legislative Council shall be in a just fatio of
“the population‘of each eounty in the'Commonwealth,

g AR

. AR Actto Régulate the Militia, ;

Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem-
“bled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same:—That every able
‘bodied male citizen of this Commonwealth, between the ages of 16 and 50,
“axcept those hereinafter enumerated, shall be enrolled in the Militia :—And
“that every miale citizen between the ages aforesaid, shall be considered * able
“bodied,” unless he shall produce to the Commarider of the Regiment a certifi-

" cate from a Physician of his inability. 5

See. 2. Be it further Enacted :—That the following named persons shall be
“exempted from doing military duty,‘except in cases of invasion or insurrection,

“or when the public exigency shall demand their services. -

Judges of the Superior Courts, Members of the Legislative Council, and
Ministers of the Gospel, holding a pastoral charge ;—and persons regularly
“employed on board the vessels of this Colony, as seamen or supercagoes :—
- And whetlier belonging to volunteer. or militia companies, they shall be ex-
“empted when actually engaged in their calling, or about to go to sea on the
“days of muster, except such as helong to volunteer companies :—Provided that

= f

=



al every
ds of the
he hails is

the Commander-in.
Brigade, to consist
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it ghall not ever embrice
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new Regiment shail be turmedﬁ

. ﬂm 4, Bc-lt-" ; There ‘shall be one Bnga.dler General, with.
 one aid, whose rank shall be that of Captam ; one Brigade Iuspector, with the.-
~rank of Major; and one Quarter Master with the rmk of Captain.

To each Regiment there shall be one Colonel, one Lieutenant Colonel, one-

Ma;hr, one Surgeon with the rank of Lieutenant, and two Surgeon’s mump

with the rank of Ensigns :—one Adjutant and one Quarter Master with the-
rank of 1st. Lieutenant :—one Sergeant Major, one Quarter Master Sergeant;.
and one Drum Major with the rank of ﬁral, Sergeant..

And to every ﬁﬁmﬂpan}f there shall be one Captain, two Lieutenants, one

| Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corperele,. and two Musicians.

Sec. 5. Be it Further Enacted :—That the Eommandemn Chief, shall gran
a charter to any body of men, as a volunteer company, when he shall have a
roll of forty ranﬁ
sompanvy, and such as are now chartered, shall have the benefit of the fines

accruing from their company parades. The charter of every such volunteer

company, shall specity the duty of its members, to arm and e themseives
fully, as hereiaiter provided, and to hold themselves ready at all times when
m:t;ﬁed, for actual service as mlunuem

Sec. 6. Bet ﬁlriher Enacted :—~That every private and noti-commissioned
officer in the line, whether attached to volunteer companies ernot, shall be
boutud at all times 1o appear on parade with a good musket, bayonet and cart.
ridue-box ; and when called into actual service with a suitable knapsack—
and every volunteer company neglectm.ig to comply with, or actuaily violatu
the provisions of its charter, shall be formally cited by notice of at Jeast
days, to show cause before the Commander-in-Chief, why it should not be dis:
banded, and if sufficient excuse is not rendered for such neglect or violation,
the Conmander-in-Chiei, may disband the company, and institute prmeedmgn

~aganst the officers of such company before a Court Martial——Provided always,
 that every volunteer company shall be disbanded so soon as it is reduced helpw
the number or forty rank and file. :

- Sec. 7. Be it further Emmd r=—That thlre shall be twu r&g:muu} pandm
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and file presented to hum for that purpose, which volunteer
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Bec. 9. Be it further Enacted :—That there shall bé two Regimental Courts
Martial held in each county, within twenty days after the regimental parades, .

“T'he court shall be composed of the commanders of the regiment, where it is
“held, and at least four other commissioned officers, This court shall have
~eognizance of all military offences within its bounds, committed by officers be.
low the rank of Major, and may impose fines and forfeitures incurred at regi-
~mental parades, and from this court, appeals may be had to the General.
“Court lrlu’tia]. :

- There shall be one General Court Martial held at Monrovia, on the aenond._.

“Wednesday in Januvary, of each year, to be composed of a General und two or

more staff officers, which shall have cognizance of all military offignces comumsit-

ted by any officer obove the rank of captain—and from this court, appgals may
. be had to the Commander-in-Chief. _

See. 10. Be t't_'fur!har Enacted :—That any private failing to attend pa:raﬂe ﬁh‘eﬁ*

e properly notified, shall be fined in 2 sum not less than one and a half nor more

than five dollars—for apfresﬂng without a gun, not less than twenty-five cents

_nor more than three dollars, and for any and every other article of arms, or

‘equipment which ke shall appear without, not less than twenty-five cents nor

- more than two dollars.—~For every act of disorderly or uusoldierlike conduct,
a sum not less than one dollar nor more than ten dollars—and for any act of
-disobedience or disrespact to oﬁ.ce'ma not less than two nor more than twenty-
five dollars.~~Every toni-commissiones
~shall hehﬁnud double the sum imposed  upon a private, and also be reduced w
“the ranks. ;

Any officer failing to appear on parade at any time when properly warned,
“ghall be fined in a sum not less than three dollars, nor more than twenty doi-
.dars, and for failing to uniform himself according to law, shdll be fined ina
-sum not less than ten nor more than fifty dollars, and for any unofficerlike
_conduct, or disobedience to snperiors, may be fined in a sum not less than
‘twenty dollams, nor more than one hundred dollars, and may be further cash-
sered and reduced 1o the ranks. ‘ e o

. .
And it shall be the duty of every staffand field officer, and every comman-

L}

officer for any of the above offences,’




ls shall receive ‘thirty-five dollars per month, and

 Brigadier General forty dollars and four rations.

three rations :—~Colonets ight dollars per month; and three rations.

See 12 Bzﬂﬂrﬂm Enacted *~That the general tacties and’ discipline

of the militis—the police and general regulations when in actual. service,—
and the forms of proceedings i court martial, and all forms of military process,

*_order of reports, aceeunts and returns shall be the same ‘as in the United States

LY

service. -

An Act establishing an Uniform Currency.

_ Section 1. Be it Bnacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem-
bled, and it is_hereby enagled by the avthority of the same :—That the Engraved
Bilis of the American Colonization Society, under the control of their Agent,:
and norfe other, shall be the curréncy of this Commenwealth, and that the
said Bills shall be at their par-value, a tender in all payments whatsoever.

Sec. 2. Be it further Enacted:—That the aforesaid Bills shall at all times be’

' redeemable in Specie, Camwood or Ivory at the fulluwins- rates j-~Camwood’

© at sixty dollars per ton, or 2240{bs ;—Ivory from one poun

fiity cents per pound—ifrom three pounds to nine pounds, sixty cents——from nine-
pounds to nineteen and three quarter pounds, seventy five cents—and from
nineteen and three quarter pounds and upwards, one dollar.

a

Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted :—That all and any Bills whatsoever in cyg-
culation issued “after the 2lst, day of January 1 on the Credit of the”
Commonwealth, of the denomination of Five; Three; T'wo and one Dollars ;—
Fifty cents, Twenty cents, Ten cents and Five cents, and  Redeemablé dt the
Treasury &c.” shall be received in- payment for any taxes'due to the Com-

~ inonwealth, or for any debt due to the Colonization Society, or in case they

shall not be applied to those purposes, they shall be Redeemable in the notes
of the uew currency. :

Sec. 4. And be it further Enacted :~That the above regulationg concerning

" Camwood and Ivuriy, shall not extend to special contracts or the transaction of
]

business in general, so as to invalidate any centracts or lessen the value of

those articles at rates previously obtaining.

1
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to three pounds,-
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'? .or other evidence of debt ;-—one half whereof shall go to the in ¢ ;
- wther half shall be appropriated to the general Freasury of said Comins
ovealth. _ 8 ' s Fey o
A true copy from t’hﬂ-ﬁRe.cqrd_'.}ﬂ.f thé:' '
. Board of Directors of the Awmerican 1
“Colonization Society. 5
8. ‘Wirkeson, :
W. McLa, L
-Necretary of the Board. i gt
v : i
e : : —— o : ;

= An Act cmsmutmgm:& fsgulahng @ Post Office 'Wm :
" Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Couwncil in Legislature Assem.

“led, and it 15 herebymmﬁbym mm of the same:—That ﬂ'lﬂﬂ!e Mo n
Post Office Department for this Commonwealth ;—And that the Colonial S

retary be Ex-officio Post Master General.

 See. 2. Be it further Enacted :—That a Post Office be established in each of
‘the towns of Monrovia, Marshall, Bassa Cove, Millsburgh, Caldweil and New.
-Georgia. ;

Nec. 3. ‘Be it further Enacted:—That there be appointed ateach place a
Post Master, and that a Carrier or Carriers be employed to convey the Mail,
containing such letters, newspapers or pamphlets as may be forwarded therein :
And that a fixed rate of postage be established, not exceeding twenty-five cents
per hundred miles for each single letter, and a proportionate rate” for nearer
distances, tobe collected by the said Post Masters j—monies thus collected shall

‘be applied towards the peymient of the expenses'of the Departinant, and the
balance of expenses shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury, not other-
~wise appropriated. :

i S.EB, 4. Be it f-ﬂﬂhﬁ'f EMCM .'-—That the ﬁ@"f}eml pogt mastera .Bhaﬂ make,
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g, it ahaH be tha =
el, to demand all let-
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wved, two cents shall be
those receiving them :—-
ve letters to be c.amad out-

&
t'the Pnst Master General uﬁail have: -

aceiver - ' him freg of postage—as well rala.mag h:r
et ry, as Head of this department. -

And that the Lieutenant Govemor may receive and send all hiﬂ official let
tars by toe mail free of postage. :
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An Act to provide and regulate Common Schoals. p

Seetion. 1. Beit. Enacled by the Governor and Council in Legislaiure As.
sembiei, and it s hereby enacted by the authority of the same:—That there s
be esiauirshed in each seitlement, and township in this Commonwealth, at leas

LG £OIT nchuu», and thai said schools shall be under the entire control of

tie sevwial echool committees, hereinafter ordained, to be elected——who shall
win ke vales jor e government of the same,—visit them at least twice in the
yeun, =od be aathorized to employ an instructor for each school :—Provided

elways thal no one teacher, shall receive for his or her services exceeding
tour nundred doilars per annum. And provided Surther that each teacher shail
at the end of each school term, furnish the committee a report shewiny Lhe
=stale of lus or- her school, number of scholars and their ages, the tine ol en.
trunce and by whom entered, and such other m&tters as may be deemed im-

purtaut

Sec. 2. Bezt Sfurther Enacied --That all persons shall be bound by law to
send thewa children between the ages of five and twelve years to school, under
tiue penalty, without ewcuse, of paying, at the suit of the school commiutee, Lhe
sun of three doilars for the benefit of the school.

~ 8Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted :—That all monies arising from licenses and
unappropriaied nulitary and court fines, shall convstitute a general fund to be
called the school fund, of the counties of Montserrado and Grand Bassa :—And-
that all monies thus arising, shall be divided among the several towns and-
'wlmgea in a just ratio of their inhabitants. '

Sec. 4. Be it further Enacted :—That the' several townsand wllagea. shall

in their mummpa'l capacity, elect annually a school committee of five persom, _ i

-
|
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An Act concerning Apprentices. | e
Scction 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assembled,

‘and i is hereby enacted by the authority of the same:~That the Probate '-Uuﬂl*t'

8lall and may bind out as an apprentice, every orphian child who has no eslate;
aud every iliegitimate or vagrant child ull the age of twénty-one years, if a boy,
or eighieen years ifa girl, to any discreet person applying for or willing to -
receive such child—wno shall covenant to teach him or her some art, trade of
business j—atso reading, wriung and arithmetic, and to pay him or her twelve
doiiars, at the expiration of the tine;—All which with the e of the apprentice,
shail be specified in the iudenture, which shall be filed inali’a Clerk’s office of -
said courty and any parent or guardian may bind his or her child, or ward for

~ the same period above mentioued, on reasonable terms, which terms shall with

the appreutice’s age, be specified in the indenture under the hand aud seal of
the pareut or guardian, and the master or mistress. The indenture shali be
filed by the master or mistress, in the Clerk’s office aforesaid, within ten days
atier the execulion thereofy under the penalty of twenry dollars, recoverable
in an action of débt before the Court of Quarter Sessions. Aud all such in«
dentures shall renain untransferable, except with the approbation of the said
Probate Court. ' -

8

Sec. 2. Be ut further Enacted :~~That the Court of Quarter Sessions shail ks

- at ail umes near ana determine in a summary way, all complaints of apprentices,’

against their masters or misiresses, alledging undeserved or immoderate core

-recton, or insuffigient allowance ol tood, ciothing, lodging, or instuction—mak. -

g such order therein as in the judgment ol said court will relieve the party

injured—-or remove any’such apprentice, and bind him or her to other masier

or inisuess, when it -shail seem necessary——and said court may also hear
and determine 1o like manner, all compiainis ol masiers or mistresses, against
their apprentices lor misconduct or d_g&ertiou withPuL good cause,

Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted :—That “when, the Court of Quartey Sessioiis

18 1ot sitting, any Justice of the Peace on receiving good information of nﬂf

ymproper treatuient from a master or _mj&:ha, to an apprentice shall n'u'in'sﬁm';'_ <
slUCh master or mistress o appear before him, and may require and take us hify
or ber, a recognizance with reasonable and proper eecurity to be forfeited in

® -,
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from his master or
shall forfeit and pay
y of such conegaling or
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. An'Act to prevent fraud in the Masiagement of Intestate and other Estates.

"%  Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Couricil in Legislature Assem.

bled, and il is hereby emacted by the authority of the same:~That from and

_ after the passage of this Acl, no person ot persous shall ineddle or inter.

fere wuth the estate of any person-dying intestate, (except to take true an :
forrect inventories of all the real and personal estate) uuless authorized
80 10 do by the Court of Probate, for the county’ wherein silch intestate
sided——and any person so doing shall thereby become liable for the
yment of all the debts due by the deceased, and for the respective shares
of the natural or legal heirs. to such estate. =

it shail be the duty of the Probate Couri,to appomt an administrator or
adminisiraiors who sball give bond and security w double the estimated
value of said intestate’s estate, for the faithtal performance. of a1l the duties
connected therewith, viz:—That he shall make a correct statement of all
and singular the property and effects of said deceased :—That whatever there. -
of be perishable, he may sell at auction; ailer having given noticé by advertise.
ment in three of the most public piaces in the county for the space of
twenty days—that such sale  may, atthe discretion of said administrator or
adininistrators, be made at a credit not to exceed six months, on bond and
sufficient sureties for the payment thereof, and that he shall make returns

to the next term of the court of this and all other matters and ‘doings

connegted with said estate. And should it be found that the said deceased
was so indebted, as to make it necessary that a further sale of said
property should be had, then he' shall be ordered by the court tosel any
or all of said estate for the payment of such claims:—And again should
there ot aiter such further sale be enough to meet all the legal claims—then, -
and in that case, a pro rata dividend shail be made to all the claimants against

gald estate. -

The compensation allowed such administrator or administraters for his or
their services shall be a commission not exceeding five per cent on said estate.
Provided always, that when it may be necessarv, in the recess of ihe Court
of Probate, the Chairman of the said court may grant letters of administration
and orders of sale as above directed to be done by the Court of which pLe
ig Chairman. * : v e ey S : i 3l
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shall be entitled
1y employed in the se
Sec. 2. Be it further
‘of Finance, to assemble
re the meeting of the Le
day to day until their object is hed (—Ar '8 - By A
notice, to be served by the sheriff; the attendance hﬁmtﬁc@ of ali the offi-
cers of the Commonwealth (excepting the Governor,) through whose y
the fiscal affairs of the Government is conducted, at which call said officers
shall be bound to attend, and render 2 comprehensive statement of such mat-

sﬁ_,:i'

‘ters and things as are connected with the several trusts committed to them —

And a statement of the financial affairs of ‘éach county being thus ascertained,
publication thereof by advertisement shall be made in each of the townships
‘- this Commonwealth, so as that the condition of the money affairs of the
‘Colony, shall be thereby made known to the people generally. -

~ Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted /—That should any officer on being cited as
“aforesaid, fail to attend and render the accounts required of him, he shall forfit
and pay the sum of one huncred dollars, to be recovered in any court of law,
having competent jurisdiction of such offences,

Sec. 4. And be it further Enacted :—That the report of the Comintiee afare-

~said shall be evidence in all cases of settlement, with the officers of the Coin-
- monwealth :—And in case of their failing to make one within the time preseri.

ad by law, they shall be fined in a sum not exceeding fifty doliars.

An Act to pr;avide for the Support and Employment of the Pnor.

Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem-
Sledyand itis hereby enacted by the awthority of the same ;—That the support and
maint@inance of aged 'widdé;ﬂ, destitute orphans, poor persons and invalid
poor, shall be born by this Commonwealth, out of any money in the T'reasury
“not otherwise appropriated. : ) :

%

- See. 2. Be it further Enacted—That mapual and mechanic labor asylums
shall be provided for such’ classes of individuals as are (whether colonist or
‘native,) named in the first section, in each of the counties of the Common.
“wealth :—And that a Superintendent be appointed by the Governor and Council,
“whose business it shall be to superintend and' manage the operative concerns of
‘the said institution. . ;

Sec. 3. Beil further Enacted :—That all male inmates of these asylums not

“dlisabled from disease or otherwise, shall be em{:myad in the cultivation ofa

“farm, which will be connected with the establishment, and the profit arisi
therefrom shall go to the use of the institution, and any surplus shall be ni




] gf—_asglum, whose business
_institution inall the branches

: r Enacted :—That for the improvement of the youth of .
 this institution, Carpenters, Rope-makers, Blacksmiths, and such other me-
chanics as the improving state 6fthe Colony may demand, shall be employed
in and about the establishment, for the purpese of instructing the youth in
these several branches. . ' : B o

Sec. 7. Be it further Enacted :—That the poor of this Commonwealth, shall
not be allowed to wander about from one settlement to the other, but shall be *

_taken by the officers appointed for that purpose, and placed under the care of .
the' superintendent of the asylum. : :

Sec. 8. Be it further Enacted :~—That a Board of twelve Commissioners shall
be appointed by the Governor and Council annually, seven for the county of
Montserrado, antl five for the county of Grand Bassa. This board shall regular-
ly inspect these institutions, and make semiannual reports to the Governor and

Council, of the condition thereof,—the health of the inmates and their improve.

“ment in moral education, and the mechanic arts—whether thev are properly
fed and clothed——what the state of discipline—the receipts and expenditures of .
the asylum—and suggest any plan of improvement they may deem expedient.
“I'he board shall incfude also in their reports, the number of paupers—invalida
—aged widows, and destitute orphans, in their respective counties. 3 >

Sec. 9. And be it further Enacted :—That there shall be kept, a record of
the names of the inmates of each asylum, by the superintendent—which re.
cord shall be handed to the Commissioners, in time to be inciuded in thqr re-
ports to the Governor and Ceuncil. E : .

. An_ Act for the Ralicf of Furmers. At 5

- Section 1. Be it Enacted bythe Governor and Council in Legislalure Assem.
bled, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same :—That by application
of any person whose business is exclusively that' of farming, made either to
the Governor, or to any agent by him appointed—on the production of a cer-
tificate to that effect, from the Agricultural Committee of this Commonwealth,
#nd on such bond and personal security as shall be required, made payable 1o
the Treasurer of this gfnmponw&alth—-hﬂ shall have loaned to him at the law-
ul rate of interest in these colonies, the sum of five dollars an acre for each and.

e o 'I’Egﬂlal' Tﬂl.léhﬂr. e .

£




shall be made
due to be paid
one Tourth at

 Sec. 3. And beit further Bnact :
of the provision of the law.,m be given i
‘town, in the counties of Mon

| : serrado and Grand Basss lm on the |
‘rize of the present Session of the Council, inviting fuch persons 2g are within |
the provision of this act, to make applisation accordingl P o

- =

An Act annuling and forbiding a Statute of Limitation. . e

Beit Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assembled, ;
it is hereby enacied. by the authority of the same:—That the law ﬁxmgfi,_i_!mﬁg
tion in bar of the recovery of elaims in this Commonwealth, be and the same
is hereby repealed—and that no such law, statute or ordinance, shall be i
foree previously to the year Anuo Domini, 1850. ' it

An Actio prevent the disturbing Religicus Congregations,

r%ﬁlﬁ‘,ma;ﬁ B?ia it Enacted !gd thf ggmﬂr and Council in islature &:a
sembled, it is hereby enac authority of the same :~~That it sl
‘be'the duty of any Justice of the Pgace, Sheriff;, Ctg;lsrah_fe; or hf:mvﬂsﬁ@a
‘cer,-being present when any person or persons shall interrapt or disturb any
congregation assemhlqd at any Ghurch.._ Chapel or Meeting House, or any nther -
plgee for public worship, during the Divine service, to take the person or per-
gons so offending into custody, or on ¢:ﬂrﬁpla1ﬂt made by any person under oath,
agy Justice of the Peace, shall issuea warrant against him or them
56 offending—and said Justice may impose a fine on such offender or offenders, -
npt exceeding twenty dollars, or commit him or them to the common jail of

county, or the nearest jail, for a term of not exceeding fifteen days. i

Sec. 2. And beil further Enacted *~—~That any officer who shall eollect any
~ fine imposed under this act, shall make return of the amount so imposed, and |
callected to the Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions, and pay the same
into the hands of the Treasurer, for the nse of the county wherein such of. " |

{ence shall have been committed. i “l

An Act to prevent the " destroying “of Palm Trees.
i Bt by e Goveror end Connc i Legisaive Assmbie s |

' i
il |
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An A’a for the Relief of James Hmry. g
Be it Enacted ithe Governor and Council in ure Assembled, and it
is hereby enacted by the authority of the same:—That from aud aiter his::

date, James Henry be allowed an annuity of twenty-four doflars—to be obtain.
ed qtm:tarljr, unapplmatmn tu the Guvernur, out of the Cowmmonwealth Tma.

m

= 1 %

_ A-;:AcrfartheRehg"qf Harmon Whitfield.

BQIIM the Governor and Cmmcﬂm Legislature Assemua:!, and it
is the auithority of the sum@ ~=That trom and aiter the pas-
sage of this Act, Hy n Whitfield be allowed an annuity in the sum of forty
dollars, to be obtained quarl.er.y, on nppl:cahun tu ‘the Governur, out of the

Commonweaith 'I&eaaury

-

; : *
An Act rest‘zmng Wﬂey Brown, Edmmad Curtis and Andrew Green, to ﬂ“i
; anfeges of Cmmshap. _ - #

Be it. Enacted by the Governor and Council in Leg_oiamre Assembled, and i,

m?wmbymtadby the authority of the same :—'That from and after the pa age '
of this Act, Wiley Brown, Edmond Curtis, and Andrew Gregn, i’;‘,ﬁ“ are -

pereby severally restored to the rights, prwllegea, and i 1mmumr.tes grama& te
-~ all other good citizens of this Commonwealth. ol

An Act to incorporate the Ladies’ Bmmkn; Society of qu |
 Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council in Legislature Assem-
bled, and it is hereby enc by the "au_-thoruy of the same:—That from ‘n%_ :

L
L
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_ Sec. 8. Be it further Enacted ;—That the manas o .:gl immm # :

‘the affairs of the said corporation shall be vested in a Board of Managers-to be
%egtl:{i annually in the town of Monrovid, on the sécond Wednesday in
November. ’ > Ry ;

. Sec. 4. Be it further Enacted :—That the persons named in the first section
of this Act, shall be the first Board of Managers of such corporation, and shall
?mh] their office until thke next annual electivn, or until others shall elecied
m their place. & Sk 2 4 PO N
~_ Sec. 5. Beit jurther Enacted :—That the said corporation shall possess the
E@ém wers, and be subject to the liabilities imposed on similar institutions
‘in the United States. :

]

. Sec. 6, Be it further Enacted ~That the Legislature tay at any time alter
or repeal this Act. :

| An Act to incorporate the Ladwk’_c mﬁ_ ﬂuctety qft}w ‘ﬂfahmi r‘g_,; EP‘W ;
: . hureh.

Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor ind Council in Legislature Assem.
bied, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same '—That, from and after
the passage of this Act, Sarah Gripon, Mary Ann Benedict, Rebecca Moore

Maiinda Crawfard, Mary Ann Prout, Sarab Brown, Cherry Anaerson, Amelia
Burns, and all persons who_now are, or who hereafter may become associated
‘with thewm, are hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of the Dorcas
Sediety of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; and by that name and.style be ca-
~pable of purchasing, holding and conveying such real estate as the purposes of
the corporation shail require :—But the awhual income of the real estate to be
held by them, shall not exceed the sum of three thousand dollars.

Sec. 2. Be it further Enacted :—That the object of this Society, shall be to -
relieve the poor in Monrovia anc elsewhere, as far as means can be obtained
by soliciting subscriptions and donations in money, clothing or any other use-
{ul article, and to clothe converted natives in the neighbouring towns.

Sec. 2. Be it further Enacted :——Thhg the manageme;nt and disposition of the
affuirs and propeny of the said corporation, shall ]ae vested in a standing com-
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A Aot 1o indorporate the Union Sisters of Charity of Monrovia.

Section 1. Be it Enacted by the Governor and Council . in Legislature Assem-
led, and it is hereby enacted by the of the same :—That ?MaE 1
den;”

- Johnsoo, Rebeeca M. Harris, Elizabeth Ciples, Marinda ‘Cooper, Rachel

Harriei. Eden; Mary Hunter, and all persons who now are, or who hereaiter
may become associated with them, are hereby constituted a body corporate by
ﬁé uame of the Union Sisters of Charity, and by that name and style, be capa.
ble of purchasing; bolding, and conveying such real estate as the purposes of

the corporation snall require :~—But the annual income of the real estate to be
heid by them; shall not exceed the sum of three thousand dollars. -

 Sec. 2. Beit further Enncted :~—That the object of the said corporation, shall
be to ass:st to the utmost of their ability, all subjects of charity, by hel ing the -
widow, and relieving the orphan and needy, ciothe, feed, educate, a:if other-
wise provide for such as the corporation may from time to time be enabled to
take under its patronage.

Sec. 3. Be it further Enacted +—That the management and di'gpusi‘tiaﬂ of the

affuirs of the said corporation, shall be vested in a standing comimittee, and an

agent. to be clected annually, on the third day of November, in the town of Mon-~

TOVid.

: '.Sm. 4. Be it further Enacted :—That the persons named in the first section
of this Act, shail be the first Board of Managers of sueh corporation, and shall
hoid their office until the next annual election, or until others shall be elected

iniheir place. : ; ;

Sec. 5. Be it further Enacled :-aThat said corporation shall possess  the
general powers, and be subject to the liabilities imposed on similar institutions
in the United States,

Sec. 6. Amfbe it further Emea;--_rlm the Legislature may at anf-;t.ifﬁﬁ y

alter-or repeai this Act.
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% :Aﬁf. 3. All fﬂ_reign vessels cmﬁiﬂg to mmm Mbﬂ!‘, shaﬂpay'nn an- .I I
chorage and a Light-house duty ot fitteen doblars. :

. Agr. 4 No boats shall be allowed to boaid foreign vesseis enfering the
}mim;unui the Port Officer’s boat hag taken coguizance of the same, and ali
rsons  violating this regulation, shall be fined in a suin not exceeding one
g:ndred dollars, at the discretion of the Governor, or the Lieutenant Governor,
uring the absence of the Gouvernor. i e .
i3 i ' oy P 10 b i ] 1

. Agrrt. 5 If any vessel .Mmgnceﬂ to unload previously to having been re-
ported, and withont having obtained a regular perait irom the Port Officer, the
naster of such vessel will be liabie to a fine, not exceeding tiree hundred doi-

3%

ars at the discretion of the Governor,

Arrt. 6. Vessels anchoring after sunset, are bound to show their colors on
the fullowing morning after day-light, under a penaly of fifiy dollars.

 Ant. 7. None of a vessel's crew shall be discharged and left gn shore with
put the permission of the Governor, under a penaity not excecding five hun-
dred dollars. - :

Arr, 8, Masters of vessels are prohibited from takiny on board, or giving

- passage to any iﬂ[fwid_gats*&l‘ﬂns Coloay, withoat a Passport from the Colonial

Secre[hry. upless to be lauded at an American seltlemest, under a penalty of
not less than one handrédd, nor more than one thousand dollars. ;

Axr. 9. It i_s not ﬁarmilwd to fire w'ilh'_Guns,' I{fusketé; Pistols or other F irsé-:;
arms iu the harbor after supset, under a penally of five doilars jor each offence.

Art. 10. All vessels engaged in the Slave-Trade, are prohibited fromn anchor-
ing in the hdrbor, or having any communication with the mhabitants of the
Colony, except in cases of distress, when the circumstances are to be reported

-

. to the Governor for his decision. -

Art. 11. Any foreign vessel, trading with natives, of the county or other ner-
song, at any place within the jurisdictoa of the Colouny, (say between Grand
Cape Mount, on the Nort West, and New Cesters on the South Easi,) except
at one of the regular ports of entry, and in conlormiiy w ti these regulations,
shall be liable to a nenalty of four times the amount of the gﬁ;ulﬁ 80 craded, or
to a fine of not less than one hundred, nor more than epe thousand doliars, at
the discretion of the Goveruor, or the Court before whom the case m+y be tried.

AxT. 12 No foreigner shall trads with anmother foreigner ornative within
the limits of this Commonweaith—or with other colomist than commission




Azr. 15 The
,R&gu}utm&& nd

Ah'r 16. Aﬁfhﬂiﬂn Mﬂﬂm

it delay.

complied with the

at any une porty'shall not be compelled tu pny mhn

during ibe same voyage.

Axt. 17 All mdstérs of vessels entering théhirhm-—
}‘ vt Ufficer @ printed copy the Port Regulations; for w

o i,

jith the exécution of the prenedmg‘

isition of Al't 3rdy
tr at any other port’

Irbehiva ﬁm:ii

»g.d - :::f;ﬂiﬂm byﬂwﬂmw
ouncil of Liberia, in Legislature
assembied,(kmwrylaﬂ.}

END OF PART FIRST,
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