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Orrice oF THE BoaRD oF COMMISSIONERS

For Licensing Sailor’s Boarding Houses, &c.

New Yorxk, DecEMBER, 1866.

Sir,—Please have the kindness to examine the enclosed Bill proposed for presentation to the
coming Session of the New York Legislature. We shall be glad to have your views in regard to the
general frame of the Bill and its objects, and also suggestions of any changes that may occur to you as
desirable.

SYNOPSIS OF THE BILL.

The 1st Section changes the name of the Board created by the Act of the last Session, requires the
Commissioners to be sworn, and gives it the right to have a common seal, to hold property, and to
sue and be sued.

The name is made general enough to combine all the functions of the Board, and yet brief enough
for convenience.

The 2d Section amends the Sth Section of the Act, and relieves it from some imperfection in the
power to restrain Boarding-house Keepers from obv1ous wrong conduct.

The 3d Section is principally for the purpose of relieving the 9th Section of the Act from the
restriction as to expenditures. The sum of $1,500 there mentioned was entirely insufficient for the
expenditures of the Board as it now exists, without any compensation to the President as the Executive
Officer of the Board.

Thus far the amendments extend.

The new provisions provided in the 4th and 5th Sections abolish the business of Shipping Masters
as now conducted, and bring the whole business, where agencies are employed, into the office of the
Board. How greatly a remedy is needed in this respect none know better than the owners and masters
of vessels.

The 6th Section requires the Board to establish an office for paying off and settling with crews, to
be used by owners and masters or not, as they may choose. It is believed it would be generally used, as
it would close up at once all disputes between owners, masters and crews.

The Tth Section limits the charges for services in shipping men and settling with crews.

The 8th Section is intended to prevent seamen from being shipped in a state of intoxication.

The 9th Section provides for the adjustment of accounts for board, clothing, &e., against sailors, and
makes the amount, when adjusted, a lien on the advance wages to be received on shipping. This will
protect those having honest demands, and shield the sailor from dishonest ones.

The 10th Section is framed to guard seamen against the every-day extortion of those who can get
hold of his baggage to carry to his boarding-house or other place.

The 11th is intended to provide against desertion after shipping.

The 12th is a very important Section, intended to afford a speedy remedy in all cases of dispute
among the class affected by the Act. It is believed that masters, owners and seamen will gladly avail
themselves of it.

Section 15 provides penalties.

By Section 16, the Legislature retains the power to alter or repeal the law at its pleasure. What
changes may be necessary experience only can determine. No man is wise enough to frame such a law,
which, in its workings, may not be found defective. But the benefits to be derived from it must depend
on the wisdom with which it is administered. It will depend on the Board to organize under the law a
system, applicable to great interests, where now there is the constant grating of disorder—to make
honesty the rule in dealing with sailors, where now it is the exception, and yet to hold seamen to the
discharge of their assumed duties.

The last section puts the law in force at once, with the exception of the penalties.

E. W. CHESTER,
President of the Board.
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Office of the AMERICAN AGRICULTURIST,

[THE BEsT ADVERTISING MEDIUM IN THE UNITED STATES, FOR RELIABLE ADVERTISERS.]

- :
[ THE AGRICULTURIST, a large Illustrated Journal,

in both English and German editions, devoted to . .
i i ORANGE JUDD & CO., Publishers and Proprietors.

Practical Farming and Gardening, and

the interests of the Entire Household.
Circulation — Terms — The circulation of OrANGE JUDD. Lucivs A. CHASE. SAMUEL BURKHAM, JR.

THE AMERICAN AGRICULTURIST (about 150,000)

is 80 large that it can be furnished at the low No. 245 BROADWAY and 41 Park Row,
price of $1.50 & year; four copies for §5; ten !
copies for $12; twenty or more, $1 each; single |

';/: numbers, 15 cents each.
b Advertisements, §1.50, $2, $2.50 per line. ,_%@ﬂ /é{%
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