NEw York, November 21, 1865.

GENTLEMEN : In compliance with your request, I address you the following remarks.on the nature and scope of my photo-
lithographic invention, which is patented in the United States, and to secure the adoption and development of which I
have vigited this country. '

This process, as its name indicates, has for its object the production of lithographic work by photographic means. The
manner in which this is accomplished may be explained as follows :

A photographic copy of the original upon a peculiarly prepared paper is first obtained, which différs from a common
photograph, inasmuch as the lines forming the picture are capable, under suitable treatment, of receiving and retaining upon
them a certain deseription of lithographic ink. This ink, known as ‘ Transfer Ink,” adheres strongly to the paper, but it has a
still greater affinity for the surface of a lithographic stone, and, therefore, when a photograph of this nature is placed with its
face in contact with a polished slab of lithographic stone, and pressu-e applied, the chemical ink passes from the former to the
latter, upon the surface of which it will be found when the paper is removed. ’

This operation of transferring has long been known in the routine of lithographic work, and when a delineation is thus
‘ transferred ” to stone, even though its origin was photographic, and not by the educated hand of an artist, the printing from
it proceeds without further difficulty. By this means the wonderful powers of the camera as a copying agent are called into
requisition ; the labors of the lithographic draftsman are dispensed with, and fac-simile, as well as autographic, reproductions
may be made at a great saving of time and money. All pen drawings, line engravings, wood cuts, maps, typographic work,
manuscript, musie, etc., ca1 be multiplied by this process with absolute fidelity, the beauty of the originals being retained with-
out change or deterioration.

By applying this process to the reproduction of existing originals, or to those which, like p2n-and-ink sketches, are drawn
for it, I believe a very successful business might be developed. Such an enterprise would enjoy a wide field for its operations,
and be susceptible of almost unlimited extension, while the capital required to commence and sustain it would be relatively
inconsiderable. My confidence in the prosperity of a photo-lithographic establishment in this country is based, firstly, upon the
large quantity of work which may be taken up and disposed of by the process I have just described, and that in 2 much cheaper,
more expeditious, and often better manner, than by any of the other known methods ; and, secondly, upon the great demand
which exists for works of art, if the price be not so high as to exclude the mass of the public. It is believed that, by taking
advantage of photo-lithography, copigs of classic engravings, book illustrations, maps, etc., may be furnished at prices so
moderate as to secure a very great sale, without making necessary an undue reduction of profits,

The value which Photo-lithograp}ly has for the artist who draws with pen and ink for publication cannot be overestimated,
for in availing himself of that process he becomes, as it were, the publisher of his own conceptions and creations, which come
before the world bearing the stamp of ;his genius and individuality upon them, and not distorted by the commonplace render-
ing of the copyist on stone, or the engraver on copper, steel, or wood. Of greater importance still is it to the educational inter-
ests of the general public to -have placed within their reach not only the works of living artists in a profusion commensurate
with the facilities offered by such an invention, but also to have circulated among them a generous selection from the inex-
haustible store of classical engravings and etchings, which, since the introduction of copperplate printing, have descended to
us from the great masters in art.

Before concluding, let me say a few words on the history of my process, and what has already been ace omplished with it.
The invention was made in the Colony of Victoria, in the year 1859. At that time I was in the service of the Government, and
my process was instantly adopted by the Department of Lands and Survey, for the publication of maps. This application of it
proved eminently successful, and several thousand naps have, since that time, been issued by the Department, at a great saving
to the Government.

In the year 1861, the Parliament of Victoria voted me, unanimously, a reward of £1,000, in consideration of my services,
and about the same amount for the erection of a permanent Photographic Bureau, to be built sccording to my plan, and placed
under my control.

In the year 1862, I visited Great Britain, and went in the following year to Germany, for the purpose of improving my
process, and developing it still further by the reproduction of artistic subjects. The progress I ma de in Berlin, during the year
spent there, fully answered my expectations, and I was so fortunate as to have my method of reproduction adopted for the
publication of a long series of pen-and-ink drawings, which the Prussian Government wer e about to publish in a work on the
National Expedition to Japan, China, and Siam. The first part of this work has appeared, and with the plates accompanying it
you are already familiar. I do not think it necessary to add to the length of this letter by erforcing the merits of these and
other productions of mine ; let me trust, however, that the reasons and arguments I have adduced will, in your opinion, justify
my faith in the success of a photo-lithé\graphie business, placed in the hands ot capable and earnest men.

i

I)am, Gentlemen, '
Yours, respectfully, !

To 8. H. Gay, Esq.,
SAMUEL SINCLAIR,
THOS. N. ROOKER, and |
GEORGE H. POLLOCK. !

i

J. W- OSBORNE.-
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