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About the Course 

This is a course about “psychoactive” drugs and behavior. We will survey all the major classes of 
psychoactive drugs, classified by their effects on behavior. 

Rather than presenting the information as written in stone (the “Moses Effect”), the current status 
of knowledge about each topic will be presented, even if that knowledge is incomplete. I have 
this information because I try to keep up with the latest data and concepts. 

The approach will be weak on introspective analyses and strong on neuroscience and 
experimental psychological analyses. We will start with humans for each drug class, and move to 
experimental animals for the neuroscience and experimental psychological knowledge. 

There is no textbook. I find existing textbooks to be (1) too simple e.g., “health ed,” or (2) too 
complex (grad school level) or (3) not consistent with the way the course is organized (for 
instance, a book strong on history and weak on pharmacology). I really, really like this stuff (the 
information, not necessarily the drugs) and like telling smart people (you) about it. 

Structure of the Course 

Week	   Recorded	  Lecture	   Week	  of	   Live	  Session	  

1	   Vocabulary	  of	  Pharmacology/Neurotransmission	   Aug	  26-‐30	   8/27/2013	  
2	   Neuroconduction/Psychostimulant	  Basics/Opiates	   Sept	  2-‐6	   9/3/2013	  
3	   Stages	  of	  Addiction	  1	  and	  2	   Sept	  9-‐13	   9/10/2013	  
4	   Stages	  of	  Addiction	  3	  and	  4	   Sept	  16-‐20	   9/17/2013	  
5	   Brain	  Aversion	  System	  and	  Nicotine	  Addiction	   Sept	  23-‐27	   9/24/2013	  
6	   Alcohol	  and	  Marijuana	   Sept	  30-‐Oct	  4	   10/1/2013-‐EXAM	  1	  
7	   Depression	  and	  Antidepressants	   Oct	  7-‐11	   10/8/2013	  
8	   Anxiety	  and	  Anxiolytics	   Oct	  14-‐18	   10/15/2013	  
9	   Schizophrenia	   Oct	  21-‐25	   10/22/2013	  
10	   Drugs	  in	  the	  Social	  Environment	   Oct	  28-‐Nov	  1	   10/29/2013	  
11	   Brain	  Arousal	  Systems	   Nov	  4-‐8	   11/5/2013-‐EXAM	  2	  
12	   LSD	   Nov	  11-‐15	   11/12/2013	  
13	   Current	  Thinking	  about	  Hallucinogens	   Nov	  18-‐22	   11/19/2013	  
14	   Thanksgiving	  Week:	  No	  Classes	   Nov	  25-‐29	   None	  
15	   Psychopharmacological	  Forays	   Dec	  2-‐6	   12/3/2013	  
16	   Third	  exam	  week	   Dec	  9-‐10	   12/10/2013-‐EXAM	  3	  
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Exam	  1	  covers	  Lectures	  1-‐5	  
Exam	  2	  covers	  Lectures	  6-‐10	  
Exam	  3	  covers	  Lectures	  11-‐14	  

 
 
 
Our 80 min Live Sessions can contain: (1) additional material not covered in lecture, (2) time for 
questions concerning and reviews of the material for the week or, pre-exam, the preceding few 
weeks, or (3) exams. 
 
It’s you, me, a lot of slides with me talking, and a virtual blackboard in our Live Sessions. 
 
I assume little about the academic background of the students. Students come from many 
academic disciplines to this course. I’ll “bootstrap” the class by presenting basic material first; 
this material may be novel for some students and a rehearsal of previous knowledge for others. 
When you complete this course, you’ll be amazed at how much knowledge you have gained, 
allowing you to dazzle your friends and family with your knowledge.  
 
Evaluation of Students and Determination of Grade 
 
There will be 3 exams. Each exam covers the preceding 1/3 of the course. All exams are in class; 
there is no overall final. Each 100-point exam will have the same structure: 
 
1. 3 pages long. 
2. Page 1 is vocabulary questions. 
3. Pages 2 and 3 are “short-answer,” requiring 1-3 sentences to answer. I don’t give multiple 
choice exams. 
4. Most questions on pages 2 and 3 are of the “you came to class, were conscious most of the 
time, and took notes” variety. 
5. A couple of questions will be intentionally challenging. Typically, these questions present 
some experimental results/observations of drug effects on behavior you have probably never 
heard of, and ask you to explain the results using knowledge from class. 
 
You will do the exams during three of our weekly live sessions, proctored by your webcam.  
 
The final grade will be computed by averaging the 3 exams: 
 
93 and above: A 
90-92: A- 
87-89: B+ 
83-86: B 
80-82: B- 
77-79: C+ 
73-76: C 
70-72: C- 
67-69: D+ 



60-66: D 
59 and below: F 
 
There is no extra credit. If the score on the first exam is particularly low, and the scores increase 
markedly for exams 2 and 3, and the average of the 3 exams is on the “bubble” (one point below 
the next grade cutoff) a one-notch higher letter grade may be assigned for the final course grade. 
 
Because it is important to attend the Live Sessions (additional material may be presented, I’ll ask 
questions of you to gauge how you are following the material, and you’ll ask questions of me to 
clarify topics), I’ll record attendance and it will constitute 10% of the total points for the course. 
 
My 41 years of experience have shown that, regardless of academic background, students who 
keep up (remember, no book!), pay attention (at least most of the time), and ask questions can do 
well. It’s a fun class, and I love to teach it. 
 
However, it is possible to do poorly in the class. All you have to do is: 
 
1. Don’t listen to the lectures. Even more so, skip the Live Sessions. 
 
2. Get into an “I-Can’t-Do-Science” frame of mind. 
 
3. Begin studying the night before the exam. 
 
4. Fool around too much in the subject matter of the course. 
 

 
 


