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MONDAY

Pioneer Oil Producers
Society: Meeting. 11:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m., H.E.S.S. Club, 5430
Westheimer. Speaker: Profes-
sor Michael J. Economides,
University of Houston. Topic:
Post election views on the
future of viable energy sources
as related to technology, regu-
lation and politics. Cost: $22
members, $30 non-members.
Information: www.pioneeroil-
producers.com. Reservations:
281-679-6547.

Business Planning for Begin-
ners: Free business workshop
presented by SCORE. 6–7:30
p.m., Houston Public Library,
Central Branch, 500 McKin-
ney. Gain insights on why a
business plan is important and
the preparation needed to initi-
ate it. Learn the components

needed and how to put it all
together. Registration: www.
scorehouston.org.

TUESDAY

Grant Writing II: Class hosted
by Leisure Learning Unlimited.
Also Nov. 27. 6:45-10 p.m.,
2990 Richmond, sixth floor.
Learn the art of grant writing.
Read the Request for Proposal
with care. Produce an executive
summary, cover letter, and
intent letter. Discuss project
evaluations, budgeting, and
interpreting foundation guide-
lines. Cost: $86 + $10
for training materials. Informa-
tion: www.llu.com or 713-529-
4414.

Nola Anne Hennesy, author
of No Boxing Allowed: Book
signing. 7-10 p.m, Barnes and
Noble - Noble Woodlands Mall,
1201 Lake Woodlands Drive.

Also on Nov. 23: 10 a.m.-noon,
Barnes and Noble - Deer-
brook Mall, 20131 Highway 59,
Humble.

The After Hours Network:
Meeting. 6-8 p.m., Little
Napoli Italian Cuisine, 6445
Westheimer. Speaker: Beverly
Santicola, president, US Gov-
ernment Grants. Topic: The
keys to winning government
grants. Cost: $15. Inormation:
www.afterhoursnetwork.com.

The Chronicle lists business
events on a space-available
basis. Send a description
of the event, date, time,
address, cost and phone
number to: Katherine Feser,
Business Calendar Editor,
katherine.feser@chron.
com, two weeks before
publication.

CALENDAR

BUSINESS

DETROIT—Two
years after a wounded
General Motors returned
to the stock market, the
symbol of American in-
dustrial might is thriving
again.

Sundaymarks the an-
niversary of GM’s initial
public stock offering in
November 2010. The com-
pany has made money
for 11 straight quarters,
piling upmore than $16
billion in profits. Its cars
and trucks are selling for
good prices. And sales are
strong in China.

But there are signs of
trouble. GM’s U.S. sales,
the prime driver of its
profits, aren’t rising as
quickly as the overall
market. There’s been
turmoil in the executive
ranks, and the company
is hemorrhaging cash in
Europe.

Since the IPO, here
are GM’s achievements,
struggles and question
marks.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Big profits:GM is
making money— nearly
$4 billion so far this year.
Most of that came from
the U.S., where GM cars
and trucks are selling for
almost 6 percent more
than they did in Janu-
ary of 2011. The average
selling price is $32,662,
says the TrueCar.com
auto pricing site. GM also
is making goodmoney
in China and the rest of
Asia, and it has turned
around its money-losing
South American opera-
tions with a host of new
products.

Better cars: Before
its 2009 bankruptcy, GM
relied on trucks and SUVs
to make money. Cars were
an afterthought, and GM
got a reputation for poor
quality. The business
model worked fine until
gas prices spiked over $3
per gallon around 2005
and buyers shifted toward
cars. Since bankruptcy,
the company has rolled
out new compact, sub-
compact andmini cars
that are selling well. Car-
based crossovers, which
are more efficient than
traditional truck-based
SUVs, also are selling.

Trucks accounted for
32 percent of GM sales
in 2008, with cars and
crossovers making up 68
percent. Now, trucks are
down to 27 percent. Sales
of the Chevrolet Cruze
compact are closing in on
200,000 through October,
a strong counterpunch to
Toyota and Honda. Also,
the Chevy Sonic, the only
subcompact made in the
U.S., has become the top
car in its segment with
more than 70,000 sales
this year.

Cash pile:GM, which
nearly ran out of cash at
the end of 2008, ended the
third quarter with $31.6
billion in cash and securi-
ties. Bankruptcy wiped
out old GM’s debts and
burdensome contracts,
and the new company’s
cars and trucks have sold
well around the world.
The cash allows GM to
invest in products and
restructuring. It even
bought a U.S. auto finance
company, which helps it
to offer low-interest loans
and cheap leases. GM also
is bidding for internation-
al assets of Ally Financial,
GM’s former finance arm,
to help make cheap loans
in Europe and elsewhere.
Early in November, GM
took out $11 billion in
new credit lines, giving it
access to more than $42
billion. The giant figure
leads many analysts to be-
lieve that GM is preparing
to buy back at least part
of the U.S. government’s
26.5 percent stake in the
company.

New lineup:As it
headed into bankruptcy,
GM cut spending on re-
search. But now it’s flush
with cash and spending
millions to update or
replace 70 percent of its
North American lineup
by the end of next year.
That includes much-an-
ticipated full-size pickup
trucks, which pull in big
profits. Cadillac also is
getting a makeover with
the new full-size XTS and
the ATS, a small luxury
sport sedan designed to
compete with the BMW
3-Series, a top-seller in
the luxury market. Buick
gets the Encore small
SUV, while Chevy is get-
ting an all-new Impala
big car as well as a new

Malibu midsize car.

STRUGGLES

Stock price: Shares
of GM sold for $33 when
the company re-entered
the stock market on
November 18, 2010. For a
fewmonths, everything
looked good. The stock
peaked in January of 2011
at almost $39. But then the
bottom dropped out and
the shares tumbled. In
July of 2012, they hit a low
of $18.72, weighed down
by a slowing U.S. econ-
omy and troubles in Eu-
rope. They’ve recovered
some since, but are still
almost 30 percent below
the IPO price. That means
the U.S. government can’t
sell its 500 million shares
without losing billions.

U.S. market share:
GM’s share of the critical
U.S. market has dropped
to 18 percent from 22
percent since the end of
2008. That means rivals
like Toyota are taking
away buyers who used
to drive a Chevy, Buick,
Cadillac or GMC. There
are more troubling signs
ahead. GM’s U.S. sales
are up only 3.6 percent
this year, far behind the
13.8 percent growth of the
overall market.

QUESTIONS AHEAD

Leadership:Akerson
became CEO in Septem-
ber of 2010, GM’s fourth
leader in two years. He
took the reins as the
company’s recovery from
bankruptcy was hit-
ting its stride. The board
hoped his background in
private equity would give
him a fresh perspective
and allow him to shake up
the slow-moving compa-
ny. Despite streamlining
decision-making, many
in the company view
him unwilling to listen.
He recently removed the
heads of sales, marketing,
and Europe, which some
critics viewed as too much
change too fast. Akerson
has pushed to bring prod-
ucts to market faster, but
has hit resistance from
engineers who fear that
quality could suffer. Fi-
nally, he has bred resent-
ment among employees
by complaining that GM’s
culture is risk-averse and
slow.

2 years after IPO,
GM piling up cash

AUTO INDUSTRY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

General Motors is bouncing back from its government bankruptcy, revving up
profits and rolling out newmodels. The Chevy Cruze is one of the company’s
more popular compact cars, and is a strong rival to Toyota and Honda.

Daniel Acker / Bloomberg

BIDS
& PROPOSALS

Bid # 13-102
ADVERTISEMENT for
MECHANICAL,
ELECTRICAL AND
PLUMBING REPAIRS
AND MAINTENANCE
FOR MISCELLANEOUS
FACILITIES
Competitive Sealed Pro-
posals for the Mechan-
ical, Electrical, and
Plumbing Repairs and
Maintenance District
Wide Contract for Conroe
Independent School Dis-
trict, in accordance with
Proposal Documents. Pro-
posals will be received by
the Conroe Independent
School District until pro-
posal closing date and
time, as identified below.
Proposals from Offerors
will then be opened in
public and read aloud.
PROJECT: Request for
Competitive Sealed Pro-
posals #13-102 Mechan-
ical, Electrical and Plumb-
ing Repairs and Mainte-
nance
OWNER: Conroe Indepen-
dent School District
Office of Planning &
Construction
3205 West Davis
Conroe, Texas 77304
Attn: Mr. Robert H. Burns
Phone: 936-709-7884
ENGINEER: DBR Engineer-
ing Consultants
9990 Richmond Avenue
South Building, Suite 300
Houston, Texas 77042
David Pruitt
Phone: 713-914-0888
PRE-PROPOSAL
CONFERENCE:
Thursday, November 27,
2012 @ 2:00PM
LOCATION OF
PRE-PRPOSAL OPENING:
Conroe Independent
School District
Planning & Construction
Office
3205 West Davis
Conroe, Texas 77304
PROPOSAL DATE & TIME:
Thursday, December 6,
2012 @9:30AM
LOCATION OF PROPOSAL
OPENING:
Conroe Independent
School District
Planning & Construction
Office
3205 West Davis
Conroe, Texas 77304
Proposal documents will
be available beginning on
Monday, November 19,
2012, at Conroe ISD, Plan-
ning and Construction Of-
fice. All Proposals must
be signed/logged in prior
to the time of bid open-
ing. Two completed cop-
ies of the bid are re-
quired. The Owner re-
serves the right to waive
any informality and to re-
ject any or all proposals.

Gamma Construction
invites you to propose on
the following divisions of
work for the New Caney
Independent School Dis-
trict Four Elementary
School Additions, divi-
sions 01-12 and divisions
21, 22, 23, 26, 31, 32 and 33.
Proposals are due on
Thursday, November 29,
2012 at 2:00 p.m.. Please
have your proposal ei-
ther, hand delivered,
faxed or called in by 2:00
to Gamma Construction
attention Pam Haynes.
There will be a pre pro-
posal meeting November
20 at 9:00 a.m. at Crippen
Elementary School, 18690
Cumberland Blvd., Porter,
Texas, 77365, meet at the
front of the school. This is
not mandatory but highly
encouraged. All plans are
currently available at
Houston AGC, ABC,
Dodge, ISQFT, Gamma’s
FTP site and Gamma Con-
struction’s plan room,
2808 Joanel, Houston,
Texas 77027 713-963-0086,
fax # 713-963-0961. Free
CDs with drawings and
specs are available at
Gamma’s office.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Metropolitan Tran-

sit Authority of Harris
County, Texas (METRO) is
planning to issue the pro-
curement documents
listed in this advertise-
ment.

IFB No. IB1300002:
For Aftermarket Automo-
tive Parts for Non-
revenue Vehicles. Solici-
tation will be available on
or about 11-12-12.

Prospective bidders/
proposers can view and
download these solicita-
tions by visiting METRO’s
website at http://www.
ridemetro.org/Opportun
ities/Procurement/
solicitations.aspx

If you are unable to
download the documents
or having difficulty,
please contact METRO
Plan and Bid Room at
(713) 739-4881.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Metropolitan Transit
Authority of Harris
County, Texas (METRO) is
planning to issue the pro-
curement documents
listed in this advertise-
ment.

IFB No. IFBMM13006:
For Purchase and Delivery
of Mirrors for Transit Ve-
hicles. Solicitation will be
available on or about 11-
19-12.

Prospective bidders/pro-
posers can view and
download these solicita-
tions by visiting METRO’s
website at http://www.
ridemetro.org/Opportun
ities/Procurement/solic
itations.aspx
If you are unable to down-
load the documents or
having difficulty, please
contact METRO Plan and
Bid Room at (713) 739-
4881.

Proposal Notice
NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL
NO. 18
CFISD Project No.
12-07-3218R-FP
CYPRESS-FAIRBANKS
INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Cypress-Fairbanks
Independent School Dis-
trict will accept Competi-
tive Sealed Proposals
from qualified contrac-
tors until 2:00 PM on De-
cember 13, 2012 for Base
Proposals, and 3:00 P.M.
for Alternates Proposals
at the Cypress-Fairbanks
Independent School Dis-
trict Purchasing Office,
Windfern Administrative
Annex, 12510 Windfern
Road, Houston, Texas
77064 for New Middle
School No. 18. A Pre-
Proposal Conference will
be held Wednesday, De-
cember 05, 2012 at 11:00
A.M. Proposal Evaluation
Criteria are published in
the “Instructions to Of-
ferors” section of the pro-
posal documents.

Plans and specifica-
tions will be available on/
after November 26, 2012
and can be obtained from
the following address for
a refundable deposit of
$500.00 per set. Make
checks payable to
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD.
Bay-IBI Group Architects,
Inc.
18201 Gulf Freeway
Webster, Texas 77598
(281) 286-6605

The Owner reserves the
right to waive any infor-
malities and to reject any
or all proposals.

LEGAL NOTICES
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NOTICE FOR BIDS
Notice is hereby given
that sealed bids for the
construction of Phase 1
only of Braker Lane (TNR
Project No. RDCN.149.
000006), a 2.45 mile new-
construction project from
FM 973 to Taylor Lane
consisting of construc-
tion of a new, phased
roadway and turn lanes
involving grading, drain-
age improvements, water
quality and detention im-
provements, signing, and
striping in Precinct 1 of
Travis County, will be re-
ceived by Bury+Partners,
Inc. at 221 West 6th
Street, Suite 600 until 3:00
p.m., December 20, 2012,
then publicly opened and
read aloud. All bids shall
be mailed or delivered to
Bury+Partners, Inc. 221
West 6th Street Austin, TX
78701, and shall be
marked "Sealed Bid:
Braker Lane (TNR Project
No. RDCN.149.000006)".
An original bid and three
copies of the bid shall be
submitted. Each bid shall
be accompanied by a bid
bond or a certified or
cashier’s check, payable
to "Club Deal 120 Whisper
Valley TX, L.P.", in an
amount not less than five
(5%) percent of the total
bid. A non-mandatory
pre-bid conference will
be held for this project on
Tuesday, December 4th,
2012 at 3:00 p.m. at the of-
fice of Bury+Partners,
Inc., at 221 West Sixth
Street, Suite 600, Austin,
TX 78701. Plans and speci-
fications are available
through: Document En-
gine 700 Jeffrey Way Suite
200 Round Rock, TX 78665
for a non-refundable cost
of $155.

WHERE DO YOU FIND
THE BEST BUYS
IN HOUSTON?
In the city’s largest clas-
sified market place
Chronicle Classifieds. Big
buys, small buys, items
used or new, our classi-
fied pages have a deal for
you. Check today!

LEGAL NOTICES

BIDS
& PROPOSALS

Request for Proposal
For
SBA 504 Loan
Program Review
For
Houston-Galveston
Local Development
Corporation

Request for Proposals #:
HGAC-LDC-2012-11-001

The Houston-Galveston
Local Development Cor-
poration is seeking quali-
fied firms for a two year
engagement, to review
and access the SBA 504
Loan Program. The firm
that is selected will de-
velop amonitoring instru-
ment and guidelines for
the management of SBA
504 Loans.

Response Deadline is:
December 18, 2012.
4:00 pm CST

For details see:
http://www.h-gac.com/
purchasing/

SEALED REQUESTS FOR
QUALIFICATIONS WILL BE
RECEIVED BY THE GULF
COAST RAIL DISTRICT, AT
6922 KATY ROAD, HOUS-
TON, TEXAS 77024 UNTIL
11:00 A.M., ON THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 20, 2012 FOR
THE FOLLOWING:
1. PROFESSIONAL CON-
SULTING SERVICES WEST
BELT GRADE SEPARA-
TIONS PE/EA.
A COPY OF THE RFQ MAY
BE OBTAINED FROM THE
GULF COAST RAIL DIS-
TRICT’S WEBSITE, HTTP:/
/WWW . GC F RD . O RG /
RFPS.HTM, WHERE VEN-
DOR REGISTRATION IS
ALSO AVAILABLE.
#713-843-5451 OR
TONY.VOIGT@GCRD.NET.

Get some fast cash on
items you no longer need.
Have a garage sale! Your
unwanted stuff could be
another’s treasure. And
buyers will find you faster
if you place a garage sale
ad with Chronicle Classi-
fieds 713-224-6868.

LEGAL NOTICES

Display Ad Name:
C25531767

2 cols x 8.75I
Position request:

Start date: SU Nov 18 2012
Pick up number: 0

BIDS
& PROPOSALS

Houston Community
College
Request for Competitive
Sealed Proposals (RFCSP)
Project No. 13-06 For
Switchgear and Duct
Bank Infrastructure for
Central College
To obtain a copy of the so-
licitation documents go
to our website at:
http://www.hccs.edu/
portal/site/hccs/menu
item.7d1ae0bde85942a07-
5 eefc10017401ca/
Questions should be sub-
mitted in writing by No-
vember 28, 2012 by 10:00
a.m. via fax or e-mail to
Georgia Coats @ (geor
gia.coats@hccs.edu) ,
Fax: (713) 718-2113; Ver-
bal questions and inqui-
ries will not be accepted.
Pre-proposal Conference:
A Mandatory meeting will
be held in the Central
Learning Hub, 1300 Hol-
man, RM #100, Hou, TX
77004 on November 20,
2012 @ 2:00 P.M. (local
time). Walk through will
take place immediately
after conference.
Proposal Due Date/Time:
December 06, 2012 @ 2:00
P.M. (local time) at Hous-
ton Community College,
Procurement Operations,
3100 Main Street, (11th
floor, Room 11A06) Hous-
ton, TX 77002.
Proposals will be publicly
opened and read aloud at
2:30 P.M. (local time) on
December 06, 2012 at 3100
Main Street, Seminar
Room B.
HCC is an equal opportu-
nity institution, which
does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color,
religion, national origin,
gender, age or disability.

Sealed Bid Solicitation
#EM06-13
Houston-Galveston
Area Council
Cooperative Purchasing
Program
Earth Moving Equipment
Pre-Bid Conference:
12/6/12 @ 9am
Response Deadline:
02/12/13 @ 1pm
Public Opening:
02/12/13 @ 2pm
3555 Timmons Lane,
Houston, TX.
Per ADA, reasonable ac-
commodation provided
with 24 hour prior notice.
832-681-2554 or www.
hgacbuy.org for info.

Spring Branch Indepen-
dent School District will
accept Request for Quali-
fications, until November
29, 2012 @ 2:00 P.M. at
which time it will be pub-
licly opened and read
aloud.
For: Construnction
Manager at Risk
CM @ RISK TWO STEP
PROCESS FOR VALLEY
OAKS ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL (9570Q)
One (1) set of Qualifica-
tion document may be
obtained from:
SBISD Planning and Con-
struction Department,
1066 N. Gessner, Building
"A" Houston, Texas 77055,
PH-(713) 251-1000. Email
request can be sent to
Ms. Jennifer Bittner at
Jennifer.bittner@
springbranchisd.com
Quilafications will be re-
ceived at the SBISD Plan-
ning and Construction
Department, 1066 N.
Gessner, Building "A"
Houston, Texas 77055 and
will be opened immedi-
ately following the dead-
line for the receiving of
proposals.
For information, contact
the SBISD Purchasing De-
partment at 713/251-1102.

WANT TO BUY THAT
SPECIAL ITEM YOU
THOUGHT YOU
COULDN’T AFFORD?
Turn to Houston’s biggest
and best classified sec-
tion, Chronicle Classi-
fieds. There’s more of ev-
erything you are in the
market for!

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE. Anyone knowing
the whereabouts of GIL-
BERT SIAH JOHNSON, JR.;
please contact NEDI A.
MORGAN, Attorney At
Law, At 23830 Eden Street,
Plaquemine, LA 70764 or
at (225) 385-4391.

NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY
Klein Independent School
District is soliciting
sealed offers to purchase
6.7 +/- acres of land, situ-
ated in the J. Zimmerman
Survey, Abstract 946, lo-
cated off of Klein Cem-
etery Road being in Harris
County, Texas. Property
information and detailed
instructions for the sub-
mission of offers should
be obtained from Robert
Robertson, rrobertson1@
kleinisd.net, 832-249-4520.
The deadline for submis-
sion of sealed offers is
2:00 PM, January 18, 2013.
Offers must be submitted
to Klein ISD, Associate Su-
perintendent of Facility &
School Services, 7200
Spring Cypress Road,
Klein, TX 77379 and will
only be accepted Monday
through Friday between
8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., up
to the deadline for sub-
mission. KISD reserves
the right to reject any or
all offers.

On November 9, 2012, U.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) released the 2012
Notice of Funding Avail-
ability (NOFA) for the
Continuum of Care (CoC)
competition for the
McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Pro-
grams. This year’s NOFA
includes several focus ar-
eas and changes:

! HUD is giving priority to
the creation of new per-
manent supportive hous-
ing projects serving
chronically homeless in-
dividuals and families,
with priority on serving
those with the longest
histories of homeless-
ness.
! Continuums of Care are
required to rank all new
projects applying for
grant funds.
! New projects request-
ing funds for acquisition,
rehabilitation, or new
construction are only eli-
gible for a minimum of 3-
year grant terms initially.
! Recipients will be re-
quired to draw project
funds, at a minimum, on a
quarterly basis if funded
in the FY2012 CoC pro-
gram competition.

A MANDATORY webinar
conference for all re-
newal applicants will be
held at 9:00am on Thurs-
day, November 29, 2012
by the Coalition for the
Homeless Houston/Har-
ris County. Agency atten-
dance is required in order
to be eligible to apply.

A MANDATORY Confer-
ence for new applicants
will be held between
2:oopm 4:00pm on Thurs-
day, November 29, 2012 at
Coalition for the Home-
less, 600 Jefferson, St,
Houston, TX, 1st Floor
Conference Room.

If you need additional in-
formation or would like to
attend either conference,
please contact Pamela
Wyatt at pwyatt@
homelesshouston.org
or Thuan V. Huynh at
thuynh@homeless
houston.org.
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