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Did you read our newsletter? Look carefully! Your number 
might be spelled out in one of our stories. We have selected two 
lucky winners for a $25 bill credit! Spot your account number in 

our newsletter and call us! 
(Ex. Account 4321 is written four three two one.) 

Members must contact HCREC by August 30th in order to be 
eligible to claim this credit. 

Questions? 
Contact Tara Ganzhorn (712.647.2727)

ST. CHARLES, ILL.— For more than 65 years, farmers have turned 
to the Farm Progress Show and Husker Harvest Days for the latest 
information about new products and tools they can use to boost 
productivity and profit for their operations. However, for the first time 
in its history, the show won’t go on. In the best interest of our visitors, 
exhibitors, partners and staff, Farm Progress has made the difficult 
decision to cancel both shows in 2020 due to rapidly changing 
conditions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Show management had 
confirmed earlier that the two shows would be operated differently 
with physical distancing a requirement, along with other health and 
safety changes to the events.

While state and local officials had expressed support for both shows, 
Don Tourte, Senior Vice President, Farm Progress said that in a 
very short time it became apparent that the situation across the US 
had rapidly changed. “We have been working with officials in Iowa 
and Nebraska for our shows, and we appreciate the support they 
expressed for us to hold the events,” Tourte says. “They are critical 
partners to us, and we are all disappointed to not host the events this year, but feel confident that this is the right decision for our community.”

One of the key features of both shows is their attraction to visitors from across the country, and across the globe. “Within days of our 
commitment to hold both farm shows, more than half the United States saw a significant spike in new cases of COVID-19. We have a multi-
generational audience that travels from all across the country and around the world to attend the shows and based on that we felt it better 
to reconsider the traditional show for 2020 to prioritize the safety of all. Our community’s safety is our priority, always,” said Matt Jungmann, 
Events Manager, Farm Progress. Account number one nine five zero zero zero one two.

“Within the next two weeks tents and other work would be underway on site. We had to make a decision based on the current landscape so 
that our exhibitors and suppliers wouldn’t potentially waste valuable time and resources,” said Jungmann. “While we are hopeful that case 
numbers throughout the country will decrease soon, we felt compelled to a make a proactive decision on our community’s behalf, given the 
information we have today.”

A virtual experience was already being planned as an extension to the live event. Jungmann explains that while a virtual event won’t give 
growers the true “tire kicking” experience of being at the show, the events team is gearing up to deliver a robust and dynamic digital experience. 
“Market factors are changing fast, and we’ll have more information in the coming weeks about how our virtual experience will be expanded,” 
Jungmann says. “We have 400 acres of corn at two sites that have to be harvested. Ground that must be tilled. We’re looking at all of our 
options to ensure we keep our community connected and engaged.”

Farm Progress Show Cancelled for 2020

Notice to Members with Disconnections Longer than 12 Months

HCREC Operating Statistics
May 2020

KwH Purchased...................................... ............. 8,743,368

KwH Sold................................................ ............. 8,466,076

Percentage of Line Loss ....................... ............. 3.17%

Operating Revenue................................. ............. $920,969

Cost of Purchased Power...................... ............. $557,469

Total Expenses....................................... ............. $873,318

Operating Margins................................. ............. $47,651

Reliability Rating (% of Time YTD)........ ............. 99.9900%
 

Any service that has been disconnected for twelve (12) months or longer will not be reconnected or energized until inspected 
for safety by an Iowa licensed electrical inspector. A re-certification of such inspection must be provided to Harrison County 
Rural Electric Cooperative. Please contact our office at 712.647.2727 with additional questions or for more information.

HCREC will be 
closed on 

Monday, Sept. 7th 
in observance of the 
Labor Day Holiday
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Each month Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative features a 
member from our lines. The power of community comes from people 
who live, work, and play here in our towns and we want to share the many 
stories that come from the 2,300 members that we serve. This month, we 
feature Adelyn Beckner, and the Beckner Family for their efforts to support 
pollinator habitats. Account number two three one eight zero zero nine 
one zero. 

Back in March, Harrison County REC mini-member Adelynn Beckner 
(age 6) along with the help of her parents, decided to plant her very own 
pollinator habitat and wildflower garden. In a spot that used to be just 
grass, right in front of her family’s home, there are now various types of 

flowers and plants that are 
a perfect resting spot for 
pollinators such as Monarch 
butterflies and different types of bees. Adelynn worked with the 4H gardening 
program and is a 4H Clover Kid herself and her pollinator wildflower garden was 
part of this year’s annual project. Adelynn’s parents, Morgan and Kendra Beckner 
of Logan, worked together to transform the space and make it special. Adelynn’s 
mom Kendra says, “I am so beyond happy for the blessings 4H has brought into my 
life over the years and am now overly happy to share them with my own children.” 

 Adelynn’s favorite part of planting the garden was using the butterfly bombs, 
which are small drops of seeds and mud packed together to be easily planted, 
and watching her dog Bella help dig the holes.  She said that the butterfly bombs 
reminded her of chocolate, but these drops had a much bigger job than just for eating. 
Adelynn also used different kinds of mulch in her wildflower garden to keep her 
seeds in place. Every 
day, to make sure that 
her wildflower garden 
gets plenty of water, 
Adelynn grabs her 
watering can to take 
water from the back 
of the house and bring 
it to the front so her 
wildflowers have lots 

to drink, especially in the hot temperatures of Iowa summer. When 
asked if other people should start planting wildflower gardens, 
Adelynn had a very enthusiastic “YES!” She also encourages 
everyone to “plant all different kinds of seeds so butterflies and 
bees can rest and get nectar.” 

Membership Spotlight: Logan Clover Kid is Ready to Help the Pollinators
When thunderstorms are rolling your way, stay safe with these helpful tips from the American Red Cross:
• Listen to local news or NOAA Weather Radio for emergency updates. Watch for signs of a storm, like darkening skies, 

lightning flashes or increasing wind.
• Postpone outdoor activities if thunderstorms are likely to occur. Many people struck by lightning are not in the area where 

rain is occurring.
• If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to be in danger from lightning. If thunder roars, go indoors! The National 

Weather Service recommends staying inside for at least 30 minutes after the last thunder clap.
• If you are driving, try to safely exit the roadway and park. Stay in the vehicle and turn on the emergency flashers until the 

heavy rain ends. Account number one nine five zero zero zero one two.
• If you are outside and cannot reach a safe building, avoid high ground; water; tall, isolated trees; and metal objects such 

as fences or bleachers. Picnic shelters, dugouts and sheds are NOT safe.

When Lightning Strikes, Are You Prepared? 

Pictured: Adelynn next to her wildflower garden.

Pictured: Adelynn Beckner with her parents, Morgan and Kendra, her 
brother, Braxton, and their two dogs.
Image courtesy of Beckner Creations and Photography

Pictured: Adelynn shows one of the many flowers 
in her wildflower garden.
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But right now it’s 
YOU I’m worried about. 

His job is dangerous enough. The last thing he
needs is for you to drive into his utility truck because you ignored the
flashing lights, cones and signs. When you see utility crews at work, 
slow down and move over. You have the power to protect a life. 
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How does HCREC respond to outages?
1. Operations will determine from the number of calls received 

and our Automated Metering Information (AMI) software, 
if the outage is an individual or if an entire line section is 
affected. The on-call line crew (usually a two-man crew), 
will make this determination. If a large area is affected, as 
may be the case in a severe storm, several linemen may be 
dispatched by the operations center.

2. Power poles and conductors that are reported down will be 
addressed immediately due to concern for public safety.

3. The main, three-phase, feeder lines starting at the 
substation will be repaired and re-energized first if there 
are no emergencies with downed power lines, poles, or 
conductors.

4. Single-phase lines that branch out from the three-phase 
feeder lines will be addressed secondly.

5. Individual outages will be handled after all feeder lines are 
repaired and re-energized.

6. The Cooperative is responsible for equipment up to and 
including the meter pole. The breaker below the meter is 
owned by the member. Before reporting an outage it is 
important to check the breaker below the meter on the 
meter pole first and check the breaker in your breaker panel 
in the home. This will save the member the cost of a service 
call if Cooperative personnel make a trip to investigate.

7. Poles that may be down that carry the member’s secondary 
wire will be addressed last, after all power has been 
restored. This would include poles owned by the member 
and located after the meter. Any wiring belonging to the 
member may be repaired by independent electricians as 
well.
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