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Did you read our newsletter? 
Look carefully! Your number 

might be spelled out in one of 
our stories. We have selected 
two lucky winners for a $25 

bill credit! Spot your account 
number in our newsletter and 

call us! 
(Ex. Account 4321 is written 

four three two one.) 

Members must contact 
HCREC by September 30th in 
order to be eligible to claim 

this credit. 

Questions? 
Contact Tara Ganzhorn 

(712.647.2727)

On Monday morning, a strong and heavy storm ripped through Iowa destroying 
portions of the east and central part of the state. At 2:30pm on August 10th, 
Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives was reporting over 44,000 outages 
due to the severe weather. While Harrison County REC did experience outages 
in our system, we were far more fortunate than our sister cooperatives in other 
parts of the state. Many lineworkers, operations staff, and member services staff 
from across the country came together to help out the electric cooperatives who’s 
systems were devastated by the storm. Harrison County REC sent two linemen 
and a truck to help our friends at Consumers Energy Cooperative in Marshalltown.

Pictured Right Top: Linemen Robert Wakehouse and Ryan Fouts ready to leave for Marshalltown.
Pictured Right Bottom: Damage caused by the Iowa Derecho in Marshalltown. 

Electric Cooperatives Respond to the Iowa Derecho

HCREC Operating Statistics
June 2020

KwH Purchased.........................................11,533,469
KwH Sold...................................................11,242,301
Percentage of Line Loss ......................... 2.52%
Operating Revenue................................... $1,129,763
Cost of Purchased Power.........................$716,860
Total Expenses..........................................$1,070,263
Operating Margins....................................$73,892
Reliability Rating (% of Time YTD)........... 99.9900%

Like most of 2020, the derecho and the damage it caused were unprecedented 
and for the first time in cooperative history, there were four REC’s who were 
called to help an investor owned utility. HCREC sent two linemen to help 
Alliant Energy bring their customers back online and restore power to Perry, 
Iowa. Account number two one eight six zero one zero one zero.

Pictured Left Top: Linemen test the truck to ensure safety in a live voltage situation before leaving 
to help with storm recovery.
Pictured Left Bottom: Jeremy Jochims and Jacolby Ehlert ready to leave and help Alliant Energy 
in Perry.

Harvest can be an exciting and exhausting time, the culmination of a season of hard 
work. However, the rush to harvest can also yield tragic outcomes. Account number two one 
eight six zero one zero one zero.

 Each year, dozens of farm workers are killed and hundreds are injured in accidents 
involving power lines and electrical equipment. Check out these tips and tricks as you get 
ready for Harvest 2020!

Whether you’re registering yourself or others to vote, or helping members of our community 
get organized, there are many ways to get involved. While local elections may not be as 
exciting as the high-profile presidential election, they are just as critical. Local elections 
have a direct impact on your community and on your quality of life. 
Whether it’s an election for a mayor, sheriff, state representative, school board, or an 
electric co-op board member, your vision for the community is tied to your vote. Voting 
keeps elected officials accountable. Elections are a direct and tangible source of feedback. 
A strong voter turnout shows investment in the community and ensures that a diverse 

number of views are represented. The whole community benefits when more people 
participate in the process, because greater 
numbers reflect a consensus on the direction 
of the future and the will of the people.
By voting in national, state and local 

elections, you are serving as a role model for 
your family, friends and colleagues. The act 
of voting demonstrates your support for the 
community and helps officials chart a course 
for the future. Democracy is not a spectator 
sport. Research candidates, learn about 
issues that are on the ballot and get out and 
vote!

Are you registered to vote?

Stay Safe This Harvest Season
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Each month Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative features a member from our 
lines. The power of community comes from people who live, work, and play here in our 
towns and we want to share the many stories that come from the 2,300 members that we 
serve. This month, we feature Tri-Center Community School District. 

As parents and kids alike gear up for back to 
school season, the teachers and administrators 
at Tri-Center Community Schools are working 
hard to prepare classrooms for the return of 
their 700 students from Neola, Minden, Persia, 
Beebeetown, and surrounding areas.

A new exciting addition to the TriCenter 
Schools’ campus is the Agriculture and 
Livestock Facility which will begin construction 
in Fall of 2020. This new barn will allow students 
who do not normally have much interaction 
with agriculture to learn more about farming 
operations and raising livestock. For those 
students who were raised in rural backgrounds, 
it provides an opportunity to learn more about 
the business and enterprise side of farming. 
The new barn will include a glass observation area for anyone walking through to view 
the animals as well as cameras so that students can log in and view the facility in the 
classroom. Currently, Tri-Center schools offer 9 college credits for Ag courses and the 
facility will also allow for students who wish to show livestock and have a hands on 
learning experience with animals, to have a chance to do so through the school.

Tri-Center Community Schools also works with programs such as, “Pottawattamie 
Promise” and “Career EdVantage” which offers its applicants a full-ride scholarship to 
Iowa Western Community College. Students chosen for the program have the option to 
pursue a four-year degree or work toward a trade or certificate program. The program 
supports its students by helping them to receive both education and wraparound support 
services so they will go on to earn competitive wages in fulfilling careers. Account 
number three five zero seven zero zero nine one one. 

Students often talk about their experience at Tri-Center Schools as one full of 
opportunities. “It’s nice because the students all know each other, so they can hold each 

other accountable as well as know there is a friendly face if they need it” says Angie Huseman, School Superintendent. Tri-Center 
uses their campus style of facility to connect older kids with younger kids through student mentor programs and part-time job 
opportunities including before and after school care and various jobs that kids can apply for. In addition to the agricultural college 
courses, Tri-Center students can choose from 10 college credit courses taught by a TC teacher or they can attend over 25 online 
courses. This set up also provides preparation for post-secondary education as it gets students ready for a campus life after they 
graduate. 

As the teachers, students, and parents get ready for the year ahead, HCREC would like to wish them all a safe and happy school 
year!

Membership Spotlight: Class is in Session at Tri-Center Community Schools

ATTENTION: RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS
NEED HELP WITH YOUR HEATING BILL?
The 2020-2021 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) has been established to help qualifying low-income Iowa 
homeowners and renters pay for a portion of their primary heating 
costs for the winter heating season. 
The assistance is based on household income, household size, type of 
fuel, and type of housing. 
If you are not sure where to apply, Dial 2-1-1, or visit 
https://humanrights.iowa.gov/dcaa/where-apply to contact your local 
community action agency, or write to: 

LIHEAP 
Iowa Department of Human Rights Capitol Complex 

Des Moines, IA  50319

2020-2021 Iowa Home Energy Assistance Program 

Pictured: The students of Tri-Center Schools 
worked hard to raise over $100,000 to build their 
new Ag Facility.

Pictured: 1st Grade Teacher, 
Judy Wiggins (left) and Preschool 

Teacher, Pam Schroder (right) 
prepare their classrooms for the 

upcoming school year.

Thank you Tri-Center Community Schools for being a valued member of 
Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative!

Household Size Annual Gross Income
1 $22,330
2 $30,170
3 $38,010
4 $45,850
5 $53,690
6 $61,530
7 $69,370
8 $77,210

For households with more than eight members, add $7,840 
for each additional member.

INCOME MAXIMUMS

When to Apply: 
• Elderly (60 & over) and/or disabled: October 1, 2020 to April 30, 2021
• All other households: November 1, 2020 to April 30, 2021

What to take:
• Proof of Income (for all household members age 19 and over) 
Depending upon your household income type, income documentation 
from the past 30 days, the last 12 months, or last calendar year, 
whichever is easier or more beneficial for you.
• Proof of Social Security Numbers for all household members 
(documentation required)
• Most recent heat bill
• Most recent electric bill

If you receive alimony or child support, it will also need to be 
verified. Additional Income not listed here may be required.

Wage Earners:
Please bring copies of your check stubs for the 30-day period 
preceding the date of application, or a copy of your most recent federal 
income tax return. 

Fixed Income:
This income may include: Social Security Benefits, Supplemental 
Security Income, Family Investment Program, Veteran’s Assistance, 
Unemployment Insurance, and pensions.  Please bring copies of your 
check stubs from the  previous 30 days. 

Self-Employed/Farmers:
Please bring a copy of your most recent federal income tax return. 

FIP Recipients:
Please bring your current DHS Notice of Decision or contact your local 
office for acceptable document information.

As summer nears an end, many of our kids are getting ready 
to get ready to head back to college or to school. Before 
they leave make sure your kids are ready to get behind the 
wheel and stay safe while driving. Account number three 
five zero seven zero zero nine one one.
When drivers are distracted, there is a risk of an accident 
with a power pole, as they often line the sides of streets 
and highways. If you are involved in an auto accident with 
a power pole or you witness one, you must know the steps 
to take to keep yourself and others safe. Power poles carry 
high, potentially fatal levels of electricity. If you are in an 
accident with one, your whole vehicle may be charged with 
electricity. If you step out, you will become the electricity’s 
path to the ground and could be killed by an electric shock.
The only circumstance when you should exit the vehicle is 

if it is on fire. If you must exit the vehicle, jump clear of it with your feet together, and continue to “bunny hop” with your feet together so 
that you will not have different strengths of electric current running from one foot to another. Car accidents with downed lines are not just 
dangerous for those involved. Well-meaning bystanders may try to approach the car to help. Warn them to stay away from the accident 
until utility professionals and emergency responders have confirmed that there are no electrical dangers.

Drive Safe When Heading Back to School! 
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