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Governor Reynolds recently announced a new program 
designed to provide eligible Iowa households up to $2,000 
towards their electric, natural gas and water bills if they are 
at risk of disconnection due to an inability to pay because 
of a COVID-19 related loss of income.

As part of the federal CARES Act funding allocated to Iowa, 
the Residential Utility Disruption Prevention Program is 
managed by the Iowa Economic Development Authority 
and the Iowa Finance Authority. Payments through the pro-
gram will be made directly to utility providers and applied 
to the applicants’ accounts. Account number eight eight 
zero one nine one zero.

Manager Joe Farley states, “We’re pleased to help spread 
the word about this state program, which will provide some 
financial relief to local families in need during the pandemic. Applicants are welcome to contact our office at 712.647.2727 
for assistance with required documentation if needed.”

To be eligible to receive assistance, a residential electric, natural gas and/or water utility consumer must have: 
• A primary Iowa residence with active residential utility accounts (renters may apply as long as the utility account is in the 
applicant’s name); 
• An unpaid utility bill balance or have previously entered into a payment plan with their utility provider;
• An annual income that is 80% of the median family income, based on county and household size; 
• Experienced a COVID-19 loss of income (job loss, reduction in hours, reduction in pay) on or after March 17, 2020, that 
resulted in hardship in paying bills for electric, natural gas, and/or water utility service provided between March 17, 2020, and 
October 31, 2020. Account number three three one six zero zero nine one one.
 

Applications will be accepted at www.iowahousingrecovery.com through November 20, 2020, or until funding is depleted, 
whichever comes first. Assistance will be awarded based on application com-
pleteness and eligibility in order received until all funds have been exhausted. 
The website includes answers to frequently asked questions and complete 
eligibility requirements. You can also call Iowa’s Utility Recovery Hotline at 
515-348-8976 or 877-463-3269 for more information about this program. If you 
need assistance with documentation for your application, please contact us at 
712.647.2727 and we are happy to assist you. 

Utility bill assistance available for Iowa households financially impacted by COVID-19

Want more information? 
Scan the QR Code to visit
www.IowaHousingRecovery.com!

Harrison County REC will be closed on 

Thursday, November 26th 
for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

We will reopen on Friday, November 27th. 
We wish everyone a safe and 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
TIPS FOR HUNTERS
This hunting season, we encourage all members to be 
aware of electrical equipment and take necessary 
precautions while hunting. Keep these safety tips in 
mind as you enjoy the great outdoors.

Take notice of posted warning signs and keep 
clear of electrical equipment.

Do not shoot at or near power lines or insulators.

Know where power lines and equipment are 
located on the land where you hunt.

Be especially careful in wooded areas where 
power lines may not be as visible.

Do not place deer stands on utility poles or 
climb poles. Energized lines and equipment 
can conduct electricity to anyone who comes 
in contact with them, causing shock 
or electrocution.

Do not place decoys on power lines or other 
utility equipment. Any non-electrical equipment 
attached to a pole can pose an obstruction and 
serious hazards to our line crews.

Did you read our newsletter? 
Look carefully! Your number 

might be spelled out in one of 
our stories. We have selected 
two lucky winners for a $25 

bill credit! Spot your account 
number in our newsletter 

and call us! 
(Ex. Account 4321 is written 

four three two one.) 

Members must contact 
HCREC by November 30th in 
order to be eligible to claim 

this credit. 

Questions? 
Contact Tara Ganzhorn 

(712.647.2727)
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Corn and Macaroni Casserole
Ingredients:
I quart bag of sweet corn
1 stick of butter
1 can cream of corn
1 block of Velveeta cheese (however much you want to use)
Macaroni Noodles (however much you want to use)

Put everything in the crock pot and cook on low for 4 hours. You may need to add water if it starts to 
dry out.

Pumpkin Bars
For the bars:

1 cup of vegetable oil
2 cups sugar
15oz canned pumpkin
4 eggs
2 cups flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp salt
2 tsp cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350º. Mix bar ingredients together and pour into a greased 10x15 pan. Bake for 20 to 25 
minutes. Mix together frosting ingredients, after bars have cooled, frost. 

For the frosting:
2 tsp vanilla
1 1/2 Sticks of Butter (softened)
3 1/2 cups of powdered sugar (can use 4 cups if you 
prefer thicker frosting) 
6 oz cream cheese (softened) 

Smoked Turkey 
Ingredients:
Thawed Turkey - weight dependent upon amount of people eating. 
We figure each person can eat 1/4 pound of turkey. 
1 Stick of Butter
2 Tbsp Brown Sugar
1 Tbsp Salt
1 Tbsp Garlic Powder
1 Tbsp Paprika
Preheat smoker to 275º If you don’t have a smoker, you can use a smoker box and wood chips on your 
grill. 
Cut butter into squares. Place the squares under the skin of the turkey to add moisture to the meat. Mix 
spices together and rub onto the turkey. Place turkey on the smoker with the breast side up and smoke 
turkey until internal temperature is 165º. Be sure to place meat thermometer in multiple spots to ensure 
a safe eating temps. Depending on hot spots on your grill or smoker, you may have to rotate the turkey.

1 tsp Rosemary
1 tsp Sage
1 tsp Dry Mustard

From the Kitchen of Jimmy Travis
Fiance to Kristi Davis, 

Director of Communications & IT

From our Family’s Thanksgiving Table to Yours...

From the kitchen of Amy Krapfl (Kayl), 
Customer Service Representative & Billing Specialist

From the Kitchen of Lori Barry (Randy), 
Director of Administration & Finance

Ah, the kitchen. It’s undeniably one of the most-loved rooms in our homes. It’s 
where we gather with family and friends for our favorite meals and memories. 
But like most of us, you probably aren’t thinking about saving energy when you’re 
planning that perfect dish. Here are four ways you can save energy in the kitchen 
with minimal effort. 
When possible, cook with smaller appliances. Using smaller kitchen appliances, 
like slow cookers, toaster ovens and convection ovens is more energy efficient 
than using your large stove or oven. According to the Department of Energy, 
a toaster or convection oven uses one-third to one-half as much energy as a 
full-sized oven. Account number three three one six zero zero nine one one.
Unplug appliances that draw phantom energy load. Halloween may be over, but 

it’s possible you have energy vampires in your kitchen – these are the appliances that draw energy even when they’re not in use, like 
coffee makers, microwaves and toaster ovens. The Department of Energy has estimated that one home’s energy vampires left plugged 
in year-round can add up to $100-$200 in wasted energy costs. Unplug them 
when they’re not in use, or better yet, use a power strip for convenient control.  
Help large appliances work less. There are small ways you can help your larger 
kitchen appliances run more efficiently. For example, keep range-top burners 
clean from spills and fallen foods so they’ll reflect heat better. When it’s time 
to put leftovers in the refrigerator, make sure the food is covered and allow 
it to cool down first. That way, the fridge doesn’t have to work harder to cool 
warm food. 
Use your dishwasher efficiently. Only run full loads, and avoid using the “rinse 
hold” function on your machine for just a few dirty dishes; it uses 3-7 gallons 
of hot water each use. You can also save energy by letting your dishes air dry. 
If your dishwasher doesn’t have an automatic air-dry switch, simply turn it off after the final rinse and prop the door open so the dishes 
will dry faster. Account number eight eight zero one nine one zero.
Bonus tip: The best way to save energy is to not use it. Try a tasty, no-bake dessert recipe. Your sweet tooth (and energy bill!) will 
thank you. By slightly adjusting a few of your habits in the kitchen, you’ll be well on your way to energy savings. Contact us to learn 
about additional ways you can save energy and money at home.

Four Ways to Save Energy in the Kitchen this Holiday Season
BY ABBY BERRY, NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
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Answer Key: 1. matches 2. cooking 3. month; year 4. candles 5. appliances

FALL SAFETY 
TIPS FOR KIDS!  
Fall is finally here! The leaves are 
changing, the weather is cooler and the 
holidays are just around the corner. But 
Fall also brings a higher risk of home fires 
and electrical safety hazards. 
Read the safety tips below and fill in the blank 
with the correct term from the word bank.   

APPLIANCES
COOKING

YEAR
MATCHES

CANDLES
MONTHWORD BANK

Answer Key: 1. matches 2. cooking 3. month; year 4. candles 5. appliances

1. Candles and _____________ 
should only be used by adults. 

2. An adult should always stay in 
the kitchen when something 
is _____________. 

3. Smoke alarms should be 
tested every _____________ 
to ensure they are working. 
Batteries should be 
replaced at least once every 
_____________ or right away 
if they start to “beep.” 

4. Make sure all _____________ 
are blown out before leaving 
a room.  

5. Keep any items that can 
burn away from the stove, 
toaster and other cooking 
_____________.
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