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Harrison County REC is celebrating National Electrical Safety Month! We partner with many resources to share helpful information with 
you, our member, on how to maintain a safe home and business with all of your electrical needs. Our friends at Safe Electricity have com-
piled a checklist of basic safety essentials to help you keep your home safe from electrical fire and shock hazards:

☑ Check outlets for loose-fitting plugs. Replace missing or broken wall plates so wiring and components are not exposed. If you have 
young children at home, install tamper resistant outlets (TROs) or cover unused outlets with plastic safety caps.

☑  Never force plugs into outlets. Do not remove the grounding pin (third prong) to make a three-prong plug fit a two-prong outlet. Avoid 
overloading outlets with adapters and too many appliance plugs.

☑  Make sure cords are not frayed or cracked, placed under carpets or rugs, or located in high traffic areas. Do not nail or staple them to 
walls, floors, or other objects. Account number four one five nine zero zero nine one zero.

☑  Use extension cords only on a temporary basis—not as permanent household wiring. Make sure they have safety closures to protect 
children from shock and mouth burns.

☑ Check wattage to ensure light bulbs match the fixture requirements. Replace bulbs that have higher wattage ratings than recommend-
ed. Screw them in securely so they do not overheat.

☑ Make sure outlets in the kitchen, bathrooms, laundry, basement, garage, outdoors, or any area with water are equipped with Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). Test them monthly to ensure they are working properly.

☑ Make sure fuses are properly sized for the circuit they are protecting. If you do not know the correct rating, have an electrician identify 
and label the correct size to be used. Always replace a fuse with the same size you are removing.

☑ If an appliance repeatedly blows a fuse, trips a circuit breaker, or has given you an electrical shock, immediately unplug it and have it 
repaired or replaced. Look for cracks or damage in wiring and connectors. Use surge protectors to protect electronics.

☑ Check periodically for loose wall receptacles, wires, or loose lighting fixtures. Listen for popping or sizzling sounds behind walls. Im-
mediately shut off, then professionally replace light switches that are hot to the touch as well as lights that spark or flicker.

☑ As you continue to upgrade your home with more lighting, appliances, and electronics, your home’s service capacity may become over-
burdened. If fuses blow or trip frequently, have a professional determine the appropriate service requirements for your home.

You can find more tips and tricks like these at www.HCREC.coop or at www.SafeElectricity.org!
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Did you read our newsletter carefully? Your account number might be spelled out in one of our stories. We 
have selected two lucky winners for a $25 bill credit! Spot your account number in our newsletter and call 

us! (Ex. Account 4321 is written as four three two one.) 

Members must contact HCREC by May 28th in order to be eligible to claim this credit. 
Questions? Contact Tara Ganzhorn (712.647.2727)

Plug into the Power of

Don’t receive Smart Choices? 
Subscribe by scanning the QR code with
your mobile device or visit our website: 
www.hcrec.coop/smart-choices-sign-up

Each month Harrison County REC hides a code in our Smart Choices 
news stories. Find the code below in the Smart Choices article, 
complete the prize entry registration form and submit for a chance to 
win! We are giving away two, one-time, $10 bill credits in May. 

524065MAY

Harrison County REC Harrison County REC 
will be closed onwill be closed on
Monday, May 31stMonday, May 31st
in observance of in observance of 

the Memorial Day Holidaythe Memorial Day Holiday

Now Accepting Sealed Bids for Digger Derek Truck
1996 International Diesel Truck  Model 4800 4x4 Engine DT-4661996 International Diesel Truck  Model 4800 4x4 Engine DT-466

VIN #1HTSEAARXVH416890VIN #1HTSEAARXVH416890
withwith

Altec Digger Derek Utility TruckAltec Digger Derek Utility Truck
Model #D947-T-R and S/N 0496BA0731Model #D947-T-R and S/N 0496BA0731

Truck has front winch. Both truck and Altec unit are in very good conditionTruck has front winch. Both truck and Altec unit are in very good condition
Fiberglass Bed and 162,315 MilesFiberglass Bed and 162,315 Miles

Bidding starts at $11,000 and all sealed bids are to be mailed or Bidding starts at $11,000 and all sealed bids are to be mailed or 
delivered to the REC by Monday, May 17th.delivered to the REC by Monday, May 17th.

All bids MUST be paper bids mailed to the REC or All bids MUST be paper bids mailed to the REC or 
delivered in the REC Drop box. delivered in the REC Drop box. 

Absolutely no e-mail, fax, or phone bids will be accepted.Absolutely no e-mail, fax, or phone bids will be accepted.



Each year, Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative and Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
sponsor a $1,000 scholarship to a child or dependent of a Harrison County REC member with 
the intention to encourage and recognize the achievements of a student living on electric 
cooperative lines. For 2021, we had 13 applicants for our Basin Scholarship program and all 
of which were bright men and women with exciting futures. This year’s winner was Jacob 
Martin from Logan Magnolia High School. Jacob, who is the son of Matthew and Tamara 
Martin, will be attending Morningside College 
in the fall with a double major in political 
science and history and a minor in Music.

In addition, children and dependents of 
HCREC employees can submit applications 

to a separate scholarship program with Basin Electric Cooperative. These applicants are 
combined with students from the eight-state region that Basin Electric Cooperative covers 
and 20 students are selected as recipients. This year Hudson Barnum (son of HCREC’s 
sub foreman, Kert and his wife Amanda Barnum) was selected. Hudson is a freshman at 
the University of Iowa majoring in Psychology (Pre-Medicine) and minoring in Business 
Administration.
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Harrison County REC Welcomes New Directors and new Executive Directors! 

HCREC Annual Complaint Notice
If your complaint is related to service disconnection, safety or engineering standards, or renewable energy and 
Harrison County REC does not resolve your complaint, you may request assistance from the Iowa Utilities Board by 
calling (515) 725-7321, or toll-free 1-877-565-4450, by writing to 1375 E. Court Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50319, or 
by e-mail to   customer@iub.iowa.gov. Account number five five zero seven zero zero zero one five.

On Monday, April 5th Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative held its 2021 Annual Director Election as part of the 
Virtual Annual Meeting. Account number five five zero seven zero zero zero one five. 

The winners of the director election 
were as follows:
District 2 - Doug Pitt
District 4 - Bill Hutcheson
District 8 - Curtis Lee

In addition, our board of directors met with our cooperative attorney for a reorganization meeting to determine the 
officers for the board at HCREC. 

The following officers were appointed:
Board President - Tom Bothwell (District 3)
Vice President - Jim Sharp (District 5)
Secretary - Brenda Lundergard (District 1)
Treasurer - Kent Kersten (District 6)

When you start to plan for a new grain bin, 
please contact Harrison County REC, at 647-2727 
or and our power supplier, Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO), 712-546-4141, to ensure 
you of meeting the National Electric Safety 
Code requirements. We will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for everyone 
working and living around grain bins. The State 
of Iowa requires specific clearances for electric 
lines around grain bins, with different standards 
for those filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators. According to the Iowa 
Electric Safety Code found in Iowa Administrative 
Code Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility 
may refuse to provide electric service to any 
grain bin built near an existing electric line which 
does not provide the clearances required by the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
C2-2017 “National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 
234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply only to grain 
bins loaded by portable augers, conveyors or 
elevators and built after September 9, 1992, or 
to grain bins loaded by permanently installed 
augers, conveyors, or elevator systems installed 
after December 24, 1997. Account number four 
one five nine zero zero nine one zero.

(As adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board) 
Harrison County REC is required by the Iowa 
Utilities Board to provide this annual notice to 
farmers, farm lenders, grain bin merchants, and 
city and county zoning officials. The images 
on this page show the specific clearances 
required for both scenarios. Again, If you have 
any questions concerning clearance regulations, 
please Harrison County REC, 647-2727 with 
questions concerning clearance regulations.

These drawings are provided as part of the Iowa 
electric cooperatives’ annual public information 
campaign and are based on the 2017 Edition 
of the National Electrical Safety Code. To view 
the actual drawings, refer to that publication. 
Every care has been taken for the correctness 
of the contents of these drawings. However, 
the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives 
and its member cooperatives accept no liability 
whatsoever for omissions or errors, technical 
inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or 
damages of any kind arising from the use of the 
contents of these drawings, whether textual or 
graphical. 

Building a Grain Bin? Call Harrison County REC First! 

Disclaimer

Tim Hamer and his 
wife Mary returned 
home to Mondamin 
from Chariton, IA in 
2006 and have been 
members of Harrison 
County Rural Electric 
Cooperative since 2008. 
He is  retired after 

spending many years in sales at the Union 
Bank Trust Department in Lincoln Nebraska. 
More recently, he can be seen throughout 
the three acres of the lavender plants or 
20 acres of wildflowers pulling weeds and 
keeping up with busy life at their family-owned 
business, the Loess Hills Lavender Farm. Tim 
is  a member of Community of Christ Church 
in Mondamin, he serves as a board member 
for West Harrison Community School District, 
and both he and his wife are members of the 
National Lavender Growers Association. In 
his spare time, Tim enjoys golfing, flying radio 
control planes, spending time with his wife 
of 51 years and their three children (Russ, 
Jeff, and Terry) and enjoying activities and 
adventures with their seven grandchildren.

Curtis and his 
wife Lynnette have 
been members of 
Harrison County for 
the past 24 years. He 
most recently retired 
after a career in the 
computer industry for 
30 years.  Curtis now 

works full time on his farming operation 
as well as serving as a flight instructor. 
He also participates in the community 
by teaching STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) courses in the 
areas of computer science and aviation. 
When he’s not working, Curtis fly’s small 
planes or can be found spending time 
with his three kids  (Nathan, Allison, 
and Kevin) and their families including 
a new grandchild. When asked what he 
enjoys most about living in Harrison 
County, Curtis states, “I enjoy the 
people and the small-town environment. 
Our neighbors are good people, 
and we all take care of each other.” 

    

Bill is a lifelong 
resident of the 
Woodbine area and is a 
co-owner of Hutcheson 
Century Farm in Douglas 
Township. He and his 
wife, Diana, are parents 
to six grown children 
and are members 
of Woodbine United 

Methodist church. Bill was an employee of 
HCREC for 46 years, the last 24 as Manager/
EVP before retiring. He served on a number 
of state and national REC committees and 
boards. Bill also was a HCREC meter reader 
for a time after retirement and continues to 
enjoy a relationship with co-op members. 
Bill is completing his second, three-year 
term as HCREC director and has participated 
in numerous training programs offered 
by NRECA and earned  the Director Gold 
Certification. Bill worked in Woodbine City 
government for 28 years, 18 as Mayor. He 
has served as a board member of Harrison 
County Development Corp., Community 
Memorial Hospital and Woodbine Community 
Schools. Bill enjoys staying active with family, 
fishing, spectator sports and being outdoors. 
Bill believes in the Cooperative form of 
business and is honored to be working as a 
member of the HCREC Board of Directors.

    

Bill Hutcheson
    

Curtis Lee

            

Meet Your Director Candidates!
District 2 District 4 District 8

Tim Hamer

Doug Pitt is a lifelong 
resident of Harrison 
County and currently lives 
on his farmstead outside 
of Magnolia.  He has been 
a member of Harrison 
County REC for the past 
25 years. Besides farming 
400 acres and running 
a cow-calf operation, 
he has been a power 

lineman for the last 30 years with Omaha Public 
Power District and has served on the IBEW 
Union Board and the Powerline Safety Board.
His hobbies include volunteering for Logan 
Magnolia School’s sporting activities, including 
wrestling, football and baseball and currently 
serves as the Treasurer for the LOMA Youth 
Baseball Organization. In his spare time, Doug 
enjoys hunting, boating and camping with his 
two sons, Barret and Bryant, daughter-in-law 
Annie, grandson Cormack and is excited for 
another grandson on the way. When asked what 
Doug enjoys most about being part of HCREC, 
he stated, “Being part of a co-op is like being a 
member of a small-town community. Everyone 
is involved in making the decisions that will 
affect the individuals in our everyday lives.” 
Should he be elected, Doug looks forward to 
bringing his knowledge of the electrical industry 
and his small-town values and lifestyle to 
the Harrison County REC Board of Directors.

Ed is a lifelong 
resident of Harrison 
County and lifelong 
member of the REC. 
He and his wife Beverly 
have resided on their 
farm west of Dunlap 
for over 45 years. Ed is 
retired but has spent 
35 years in the hog 
industry while attending 

Belmont University with a degree in 
business administration. He and his wife 
currently own Wendt’s Pots and Posies in 
Dunlap, as well as The Cottonwood Events 
Center and various real estate properties. 
Ed is a founding member of the Silver Fox 
Foundation and the Silver Fox Auto Show, 
he is a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and was a past Grand Knight, He and his 
wife attend St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
in Dunlap. Ed also is a board member for 
the Dunlap Nativity Scene and previously 
served on the board for the Dunlap Golf 
Course. When he isn’t involved with his many 
community activities and jobs, he enjoys 
spending time with his three grown children 
(Eric, Michelle, and Melissa) and his eight 
grandchildren. Ed also enjoys hunting, fishing 
and golfing. When asked why he enjoys living 
in Harrison County, he stated “Small towns 
are great, and everybody knows everybody.”

    

Alan is a new 
candidate for Harrison 
County REC’s board 
of directors. He and 
his wife Terri have 
been members  of the 
Harrison County Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
since 2019, but they 

have been  lifelong residents of Woodbine. 
Alan’s career as a police officer began 
in 1981 for the City of Woodbine Police 
Department. He became Deputy Sheriff 
for Harrison County in 1985 and served 
in that role until 1999 when he became 
Woodbine Police Chief. Now retired, 
Alan currently serves the community  as 
the Chairman for the Harrison County 
Compensation board and is the pastor 
for the  Followers of Christ Church in 
Woodbine. In his spare time, Alan enjoys 
spending time with his wife Terri  at their 
home west of Woodbine. When asked what 
he enjoyed most about  living in Harrison 
County he stated, “I’ve lived  here my 
whole life and it’s wonderful to be a part 
of a community that is so family oriented 
and willing to help each other out.”   

    

Alan Ronk
    

Ed WendtDoug Pitt
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Bill is completing his second, three-year 
term as HCREC director and has participated 
in numerous training programs offered 
by NRECA and earned  the Director Gold 
Certification. Bill worked in Woodbine City 
government for 28 years, 18 as Mayor. He 
has served as a board member of Harrison 
County Development Corp., Community 
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Congratulations to our Scholarship Winners! 

Jacob Martin - Logan Magnolia High School

Hudson Barnum - University of Iowa



Each year, Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative and Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
sponsor a $1,000 scholarship to a child or dependent of a Harrison County REC member with 
the intention to encourage and recognize the achievements of a student living on electric 
cooperative lines. For 2021, we had 13 applicants for our Basin Scholarship program and all 
of which were bright men and women with exciting futures. This year’s winner was Jacob 
Martin from Logan Magnolia High School. Jacob, who is the son of Matthew and Tamara 
Martin, will be attending Morningside College 
in the fall with a double major in political 
science and history and a minor in Music.

In addition, children and dependents of 
HCREC employees can submit applications 

to a separate scholarship program with Basin Electric Cooperative. These applicants are 
combined with students from the eight-state region that Basin Electric Cooperative covers 
and 20 students are selected as recipients. This year Hudson Barnum (son of HCREC’s 
sub foreman, Kert and his wife Amanda Barnum) was selected. Hudson is a freshman at 
the University of Iowa majoring in Psychology (Pre-Medicine) and minoring in Business 
Administration.
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Harrison County REC Welcomes New Directors and new Executive Directors! 

HCREC Annual Complaint Notice
If your complaint is related to service disconnection, safety or engineering standards, or renewable energy and 
Harrison County REC does not resolve your complaint, you may request assistance from the Iowa Utilities Board by 
calling (515) 725-7321, or toll-free 1-877-565-4450, by writing to 1375 E. Court Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50319, or 
by e-mail to   customer@iub.iowa.gov. Account number five five zero seven zero zero zero one five.

On Monday, April 5th Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative held its 2021 Annual Director Election as part of the 
Virtual Annual Meeting. Account number five five zero seven zero zero zero one five. 

The winners of the director election 
were as follows:
District 2 - Doug Pitt
District 4 - Bill Hutcheson
District 8 - Curtis Lee

In addition, our board of directors met with our cooperative attorney for a reorganization meeting to determine the 
officers for the board at HCREC. 

The following officers were appointed:
Board President - Tom Bothwell (District 3)
Vice President - Jim Sharp (District 5)
Secretary - Brenda Lundergard (District 1)
Treasurer - Kent Kersten (District 6)

When you start to plan for a new grain bin, 
please contact Harrison County REC, at 647-2727 
or and our power supplier, Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO), 712-546-4141, to ensure 
you of meeting the National Electric Safety 
Code requirements. We will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for everyone 
working and living around grain bins. The State 
of Iowa requires specific clearances for electric 
lines around grain bins, with different standards 
for those filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators. According to the Iowa 
Electric Safety Code found in Iowa Administrative 
Code Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility 
may refuse to provide electric service to any 
grain bin built near an existing electric line which 
does not provide the clearances required by the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
C2-2017 “National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 
234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply only to grain 
bins loaded by portable augers, conveyors or 
elevators and built after September 9, 1992, or 
to grain bins loaded by permanently installed 
augers, conveyors, or elevator systems installed 
after December 24, 1997. Account number four 
one five nine zero zero nine one zero.

(As adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board) 
Harrison County REC is required by the Iowa 
Utilities Board to provide this annual notice to 
farmers, farm lenders, grain bin merchants, and 
city and county zoning officials. The images 
on this page show the specific clearances 
required for both scenarios. Again, If you have 
any questions concerning clearance regulations, 
please Harrison County REC, 647-2727 with 
questions concerning clearance regulations.

These drawings are provided as part of the Iowa 
electric cooperatives’ annual public information 
campaign and are based on the 2017 Edition 
of the National Electrical Safety Code. To view 
the actual drawings, refer to that publication. 
Every care has been taken for the correctness 
of the contents of these drawings. However, 
the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives 
and its member cooperatives accept no liability 
whatsoever for omissions or errors, technical 
inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or 
damages of any kind arising from the use of the 
contents of these drawings, whether textual or 
graphical. 

Building a Grain Bin? Call Harrison County REC First! 

Disclaimer

Tim Hamer and his 
wife Mary returned 
home to Mondamin 
from Chariton, IA in 
2006 and have been 
members of Harrison 
County Rural Electric 
Cooperative since 2008. 
He is  retired after 

spending many years in sales at the Union 
Bank Trust Department in Lincoln Nebraska. 
More recently, he can be seen throughout 
the three acres of the lavender plants or 
20 acres of wildflowers pulling weeds and 
keeping up with busy life at their family-owned 
business, the Loess Hills Lavender Farm. Tim 
is  a member of Community of Christ Church 
in Mondamin, he serves as a board member 
for West Harrison Community School District, 
and both he and his wife are members of the 
National Lavender Growers Association. In 
his spare time, Tim enjoys golfing, flying radio 
control planes, spending time with his wife 
of 51 years and their three children (Russ, 
Jeff, and Terry) and enjoying activities and 
adventures with their seven grandchildren.

Curtis and his 
wife Lynnette have 
been members of 
Harrison County for 
the past 24 years. He 
most recently retired 
after a career in the 
computer industry for 
30 years.  Curtis now 

works full time on his farming operation 
as well as serving as a flight instructor. 
He also participates in the community 
by teaching STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) courses in the 
areas of computer science and aviation. 
When he’s not working, Curtis fly’s small 
planes or can be found spending time 
with his three kids  (Nathan, Allison, 
and Kevin) and their families including 
a new grandchild. When asked what he 
enjoys most about living in Harrison 
County, Curtis states, “I enjoy the 
people and the small-town environment. 
Our neighbors are good people, 
and we all take care of each other.” 

    

Bill is a lifelong 
resident of the 
Woodbine area and is a 
co-owner of Hutcheson 
Century Farm in Douglas 
Township. He and his 
wife, Diana, are parents 
to six grown children 
and are members 
of Woodbine United 

Methodist church. Bill was an employee of 
HCREC for 46 years, the last 24 as Manager/
EVP before retiring. He served on a number 
of state and national REC committees and 
boards. Bill also was a HCREC meter reader 
for a time after retirement and continues to 
enjoy a relationship with co-op members. 
Bill is completing his second, three-year 
term as HCREC director and has participated 
in numerous training programs offered 
by NRECA and earned  the Director Gold 
Certification. Bill worked in Woodbine City 
government for 28 years, 18 as Mayor. He 
has served as a board member of Harrison 
County Development Corp., Community 
Memorial Hospital and Woodbine Community 
Schools. Bill enjoys staying active with family, 
fishing, spectator sports and being outdoors. 
Bill believes in the Cooperative form of 
business and is honored to be working as a 
member of the HCREC Board of Directors.

    

Bill Hutcheson
    

Curtis Lee

            

Meet Your Director Candidates!
District 2 District 4 District 8

Tim Hamer

Doug Pitt is a lifelong 
resident of Harrison 
County and currently lives 
on his farmstead outside 
of Magnolia.  He has been 
a member of Harrison 
County REC for the past 
25 years. Besides farming 
400 acres and running 
a cow-calf operation, 
he has been a power 

lineman for the last 30 years with Omaha Public 
Power District and has served on the IBEW 
Union Board and the Powerline Safety Board.
His hobbies include volunteering for Logan 
Magnolia School’s sporting activities, including 
wrestling, football and baseball and currently 
serves as the Treasurer for the LOMA Youth 
Baseball Organization. In his spare time, Doug 
enjoys hunting, boating and camping with his 
two sons, Barret and Bryant, daughter-in-law 
Annie, grandson Cormack and is excited for 
another grandson on the way. When asked what 
Doug enjoys most about being part of HCREC, 
he stated, “Being part of a co-op is like being a 
member of a small-town community. Everyone 
is involved in making the decisions that will 
affect the individuals in our everyday lives.” 
Should he be elected, Doug looks forward to 
bringing his knowledge of the electrical industry 
and his small-town values and lifestyle to 
the Harrison County REC Board of Directors.

Ed is a lifelong 
resident of Harrison 
County and lifelong 
member of the REC. 
He and his wife Beverly 
have resided on their 
farm west of Dunlap 
for over 45 years. Ed is 
retired but has spent 
35 years in the hog 
industry while attending 

Belmont University with a degree in 
business administration. He and his wife 
currently own Wendt’s Pots and Posies in 
Dunlap, as well as The Cottonwood Events 
Center and various real estate properties. 
Ed is a founding member of the Silver Fox 
Foundation and the Silver Fox Auto Show, 
he is a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and was a past Grand Knight, He and his 
wife attend St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
in Dunlap. Ed also is a board member for 
the Dunlap Nativity Scene and previously 
served on the board for the Dunlap Golf 
Course. When he isn’t involved with his many 
community activities and jobs, he enjoys 
spending time with his three grown children 
(Eric, Michelle, and Melissa) and his eight 
grandchildren. Ed also enjoys hunting, fishing 
and golfing. When asked why he enjoys living 
in Harrison County, he stated “Small towns 
are great, and everybody knows everybody.”

    

Alan is a new 
candidate for Harrison 
County REC’s board 
of directors. He and 
his wife Terri have 
been members  of the 
Harrison County Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
since 2019, but they 

have been  lifelong residents of Woodbine. 
Alan’s career as a police officer began 
in 1981 for the City of Woodbine Police 
Department. He became Deputy Sheriff 
for Harrison County in 1985 and served 
in that role until 1999 when he became 
Woodbine Police Chief. Now retired, 
Alan currently serves the community  as 
the Chairman for the Harrison County 
Compensation board and is the pastor 
for the  Followers of Christ Church in 
Woodbine. In his spare time, Alan enjoys 
spending time with his wife Terri  at their 
home west of Woodbine. When asked what 
he enjoyed most about  living in Harrison 
County he stated, “I’ve lived  here my 
whole life and it’s wonderful to be a part 
of a community that is so family oriented 
and willing to help each other out.”   

    

Alan Ronk
    

Ed WendtDoug Pitt
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and are members 
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HCREC for 46 years, the last 24 as Manager/
EVP before retiring. He served on a number 
of state and national REC committees and 
boards. Bill also was a HCREC meter reader 
for a time after retirement and continues to 
enjoy a relationship with co-op members. 
Bill is completing his second, three-year 
term as HCREC director and has participated 
in numerous training programs offered 
by NRECA and earned  the Director Gold 
Certification. Bill worked in Woodbine City 
government for 28 years, 18 as Mayor. He 
has served as a board member of Harrison 
County Development Corp., Community 
Memorial Hospital and Woodbine Community 
Schools. Bill enjoys staying active with family, 
fishing, spectator sports and being outdoors. 
Bill believes in the Cooperative form of 
business and is honored to be working as a 
member of the HCREC Board of Directors.
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and was a past Grand Knight, He and his 
wife attend St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 
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spending time with his three grown children 
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Congratulations to our Scholarship Winners! 

Jacob Martin - Logan Magnolia High School

Hudson Barnum - University of Iowa
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Harrison County REC is celebrating National Electrical Safety Month! We partner with many resources to share helpful information with 
you, our member, on how to maintain a safe home and business with all of your electrical needs. Our friends at Safe Electricity have com-
piled a checklist of basic safety essentials to help you keep your home safe from electrical fire and shock hazards:

☑ Check outlets for loose-fitting plugs. Replace missing or broken wall plates so wiring and components are not exposed. If you have 
young children at home, install tamper resistant outlets (TROs) or cover unused outlets with plastic safety caps.

☑  Never force plugs into outlets. Do not remove the grounding pin (third prong) to make a three-prong plug fit a two-prong outlet. Avoid 
overloading outlets with adapters and too many appliance plugs.

☑  Make sure cords are not frayed or cracked, placed under carpets or rugs, or located in high traffic areas. Do not nail or staple them to 
walls, floors, or other objects. Account number four one five nine zero zero nine one zero.

☑  Use extension cords only on a temporary basis—not as permanent household wiring. Make sure they have safety closures to protect 
children from shock and mouth burns.

☑ Check wattage to ensure light bulbs match the fixture requirements. Replace bulbs that have higher wattage ratings than recommend-
ed. Screw them in securely so they do not overheat.

☑ Make sure outlets in the kitchen, bathrooms, laundry, basement, garage, outdoors, or any area with water are equipped with Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). Test them monthly to ensure they are working properly.

☑ Make sure fuses are properly sized for the circuit they are protecting. If you do not know the correct rating, have an electrician identify 
and label the correct size to be used. Always replace a fuse with the same size you are removing.

☑ If an appliance repeatedly blows a fuse, trips a circuit breaker, or has given you an electrical shock, immediately unplug it and have it 
repaired or replaced. Look for cracks or damage in wiring and connectors. Use surge protectors to protect electronics.

☑ Check periodically for loose wall receptacles, wires, or loose lighting fixtures. Listen for popping or sizzling sounds behind walls. Im-
mediately shut off, then professionally replace light switches that are hot to the touch as well as lights that spark or flicker.

☑ As you continue to upgrade your home with more lighting, appliances, and electronics, your home’s service capacity may become over-
burdened. If fuses blow or trip frequently, have a professional determine the appropriate service requirements for your home.

You can find more tips and tricks like these at www.HCREC.coop or at www.SafeElectricity.org!
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Curtis Lee, Randy Koenig, Doug Pitt, 
Bill Hutcheson, Larry Ramsey

Did you read our newsletter carefully? Your account number might be spelled out in one of our stories. We 
have selected two lucky winners for a $25 bill credit! Spot your account number in our newsletter and call 

us! (Ex. Account 4321 is written as four three two one.) 

Members must contact HCREC by May 28th in order to be eligible to claim this credit. 
Questions? Contact Tara Ganzhorn (712.647.2727)

Plug into the Power of

Don’t receive Smart Choices? 
Subscribe by scanning the QR code with
your mobile device or visit our website: 
www.hcrec.coop/smart-choices-sign-up

Each month Harrison County REC hides a code in our Smart Choices 
news stories. Find the code below in the Smart Choices article, 
complete the prize entry registration form and submit for a chance to 
win! We are giving away two, one-time, $10 bill credits in May. 

524065MAY

Harrison County REC Harrison County REC 
will be closed onwill be closed on
Monday, May 31stMonday, May 31st
in observance of in observance of 

the Memorial Day Holidaythe Memorial Day Holiday

Now Accepting Sealed Bids for Digger Derek Truck
1996 International Diesel Truck  Model 4800 4x4 Engine DT-4661996 International Diesel Truck  Model 4800 4x4 Engine DT-466

VIN #1HTSEAARXVH416890VIN #1HTSEAARXVH416890
withwith

Altec Digger Derek Utility TruckAltec Digger Derek Utility Truck
Model #D947-T-R and S/N 0496BA0731Model #D947-T-R and S/N 0496BA0731

Truck has front winch. Both truck and Altec unit are in very good conditionTruck has front winch. Both truck and Altec unit are in very good condition
Fiberglass Bed and 162,315 MilesFiberglass Bed and 162,315 Miles

Bidding starts at $11,000 and all sealed bids are to be mailed or Bidding starts at $11,000 and all sealed bids are to be mailed or 
delivered to the REC by Monday, May 17th.delivered to the REC by Monday, May 17th.

All bids MUST be paper bids mailed to the REC or All bids MUST be paper bids mailed to the REC or 
delivered in the REC Drop box. delivered in the REC Drop box. 

Absolutely no e-mail, fax, or phone bids will be accepted.Absolutely no e-mail, fax, or phone bids will be accepted.


