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Harrison County Rural Electric
Cooperative congratulates 
Greg Mumm, son of 
Electric Serviceman, Alan Mumm.

Greg graduates from Boyer Valley
High School and will be attending
Iowa Western in the fall.

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF

2021

Out and About
HCREC Board President, Tom Bothwell at Mondamin Heritage Days Parade!

Did you read our newsletter carefully? We have selected two lucky winners for a $25 bill 
credit! Spot your account number in our newsletter and call us! 

(Ex. Account 4321 is written as four three two one.) 
Members must contact HCREC by July 30th in order to be eligible to claim this credit. 

Questions? Contact Tara Ganzhorn (712.647.2727)

Iowa summers offer many opportunities to enjoy our rivers, lakes, and streams. 
However, any time you are around water, there is a potential for danger from 
electricity. Safe Electricity reminds us that following these guidelines can keep 
you safe when participating in recreational activities on or near the water:
☑ Check weather forecasts before heading out. Postpone your plans if a 
thunderstorm is expected, as the risks for lightning strikes are especially high in 
or near bodies of water.
☑ Heed this advice from the National Weather Service (NWS), “When thunder 
roars, go indoors.” (Pay attention to thunder, because where there is thunder, 
lightning is present, too.) You are not safe from lightning strikes while outside, 
so once you hear thunder, head to a safe shelter such as an enclosed building 
with electricity or plumbing (although stay away from metal pipes, running water, 
and land-line phones, as these can conduct electricity if lightning strikes nearby).
☑ If no safe building is available, take shelter in an enclosed metal-topped 
vehicle with the windows rolled up. Account number nine one one eight zero zero 
zero one one.
☑ Wherever you wait out the storm, stay there at least 30 minutes past the last 
thunder, as lightning can strike that long after the storm has passed through.
☑ Always check the location of nearby power lines before boating or fishing, and take actions to avoid accidental contact with lines. 
When fishing, cast your line away from power lines. Don’t raise a mast or antenna when your boat is near a power line. Never attempt to 
move a power line out of the way so that a boat can pass underneath. Maintain a safe distance of at least 10 feet between your boat and 
nearby power lines. Keep in mind that water levels are constantly changing, which can alter the distance between the water and the line. If 
your boat does come in contact with a power line, don’t enter the water, as it could be energized. Instead, stay in the boat and avoid touching 
anything metal until help arrives or until your boat is no longer in contact with the line.
☑ Don’t swim around docks with electrical equipment or boats plugged into shore power. If you are in the water and feel a tingle of 
electric current, shout to let others know, try to stay upright, tuck your legs up to make yourself smaller, and swim away from anything that 
could be energized. Do not head toward a boat or a dock ladder to get out, as they might be energized.

☑ If you see someone who you suspect is getting shocked, 
do not jump in to save him or her. Throw out a float, turn off the 
shore power connection at the meter base, and/or unplug shore 
power cords. Try to eliminate the source of electricity as quickly 
as possible; then call for help.
☑ To help prevent the risk of electricity entering the water, 
have your boat and dock electrical systems regularly inspected 
and maintained by a professional familiar with marine electrical 
codes. Account number three two three two zero one nine one 
zero.

Staying Safe in the Water this SummerStaying Safe in the Water this Summer

For more articles like this one, check For more articles like this one, check 
out our monthly e-newsletter out our monthly e-newsletter 

Smart Choices! Smart Choices! 



What is “Peak Demand” or “Peak Energy Times”?
The time frame where the population is using electricity at the 
same time is what we refer to as “Peak Demand” or “Peak Energy 
Times.” Kilowatt hours that are used during these times are the most 
expensive versus kilowatt hours that are used during “off peak” times. 

Our members play a big part in determining how much electricity we 
purchase from our Generation and Transmission Cooperative, NIPCO, 
in order to keep the lights on in our community. Daily peak times are 
different depending on the season. In the summer time, peak demand 
usually occurs in the afternoon and early evening. Whereas in the 
winter time, peak demand occurs during the morning hours. 

Why is it important to reduce peak demand?
The high demand times, when everyone is using electricity at the 
same time, is what determines the cost of HCREC’s electricity and our 
electric rate for members. If we can lower the demand during peak 
times, we can maintain affordable electricity rates and keep costs 
down for our membership.

We can help lower the demand by spreading electric usage throughout 
the day or by using electricity when it costs the least amount of money. 
We do this through load management, or what we call “Switch Makes 
Cents.” Switch Makes Cents allows our members to use electricity 
more wisely and it helps us provide you with the most reliable power 
at the most affordable rate. Account number three two three two zero 
one nine one zero.

Our co-op purchases kilowatt-hours from our G&T (NIPCO) based on 
the average demand for our members. Peak demand refers to the 
time of day when the demand for electricity is the highest. If there 
isn’t enough electric generation produced to keep up with demand, 
more generation facilities may need to be built which means a higher 
price per kilowatt and more cost to you, our member. By helping 
to control peak demand, you can help keep power costs lower and 
conserve energy. 

How do I know if HCREC is currently experiencing Peak Demand?
When you visit our website at www.hcrec.coop, there is a “Peak Alert” monitor 
on our home page. If Harrison County REC’s service territory is approaching peak 
demand, the needle on the monitor will be in the red zone. During this time, we 
ask that our members begin doing their part to conserve energy to protect the 
system and the overall energy grid. This could include adjusting your thermostat 
by a few degrees, waiting to start that load of laundry, unplugging any electrical 
appliances that you aren’t currently using, and more. If HCREC’s energy demand 
is normal, the needle will be in the green zone on the monitor.
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What is “Switch Makes Cents” 
Load Management?
Switch Makes Cents helps members 
to prevent purchasing power during 
“Peak Times” or when the power is the 
most expensive. Load Management is 
one of the easiest ways for members 
to become active in their cooperative, 
save some money on their monthly 
bills, and become partners in the 
effort to control electricity rates. 
The Switch Makes Cents Load 
Management Program helps stabilize 
future power costs to the cooperative 
and reduces power plant emissions 
for a cleaner environment. This works 
through our power provider shifting the energy used by electric heating systems, electric water heaters, and other electric appliances 
to off-peak hours. 

By signing up for the Switch Makes Cents load management program, you get direct savings of 5.425 cents per kilowatt-hour, as well 
as help the cooperative save on our wholesale bill which, in turn, helps reduce everyone’s power bill. Air conditioners, water heaters, 
electric heating applications (duel fuel and storage heat), and other equipment qualify for the Switch Makes Cents load management 
program. HCREC will install a Load Management switch in your home, on your farm, or in your commercial business. This switch 
allows the connected unit to be interrupted by our power provider, NIPCO, for brief intervals of operation during times of peak energy 
usage. Account number nine one one eight zero zero zero one one.

 Switch Makes Cents saved an estimated  Switch Makes Cents saved an estimated 
 19,400 kw 19,400 kw  which is equivalent towhich is equivalent to  $313,681.$313,681.
 The average member home using 22,000 kWh  The average member home using 22,000 kWh 
 a year can save  a year can save $850.$850.
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Energy Efficiency Tips for the Summer Time!Energy Efficiency Tips for the Summer Time!
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