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Did you read our newsletter carefully? 
We have selected two lucky winners for a 
$25 bill credit! Spot your account number 

and win! (Ex. Account 4321 is written 
as four three two one.) Members must 

contact HCREC by September 30th in order 
to be eligible to claim this credit 

Questions? Contact Tara Ganzhorn at 
712.647.2727 or by email at 

tganzhorn@hcrec.coop.

Celebrate with employees and board members of  Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative

September 28, 2021September 28, 2021

4:00PM - 7:00PM4:00PM - 7:00PM105 Enterprise Drive, Woodbine IA 51579105 Enterprise Drive, Woodbine IA 51579

Explore opportunities within our service territory
    Visit with local area development agencies
    View upcoming expansion projects with local businesses

Learn More from cooperative experts about
    Electric Vehicles
    Energy Efficiency and Energy rebates
    Safe Electricity Tips 

And Fun for the whole family!

Prizes and Giveaways!
Membership Drawing with a Grand Prize Electric K-Box Cooler on Wheels

Kids Scavenger Hunt with a Grand Prize Electric Razor Scooter

10 lucky winners of a $20 bill credit

Complimentary REC Gifts for all Members!

Picnic Supper with Staley’s CateringPicnic Supper with Staley’s Catering
Smoked Pork chop - Green Beans - Coleslaw - DessertSmoked Pork chop - Green Beans - Coleslaw - Dessert

Picnic beginning at 4pm and serving until 7pm or until food is gonePicnic beginning at 4pm and serving until 7pm or until food is gone

Live music starting
at 5:00pm with

Chris Shelton

Harrison County REC will be closed on 
Monday, September 6th in observance of 

the Labor Day Holiday. 
We will re-open on Tuesday, September 7th. 

All outages can be reported by calling 
712.647.2727.

One work zone crash occurs every 5.4 minutes. Remind 
teen drivers to consider anyone doing their job in or 
near the road as someone they know and love. 
Encourage them to move over and slow down for 
workers. Account number two zero zero eight zero zero 
nine one two.

4 SAFETY TIPS 

4 

3 respect work zones

 Don’t Drive Distracted

2 don’t get out

1 THAT TEXT CAN WAIT

When texting while driving, the shortest amount 
of time a person takes his or her eyes o� the road 
is �ve seconds. At 55 mph, that is like driving the 
length of a football �eld with your eyes closed. 

If you are in a car accident involving a power line or 
padmount transformer (“green box”), stay inside 
the vehicle and call 9-1-1. Unless the car is on �re 
or giving o� smoke, do not get out. If there is a �re, 
make a solid jump from the vehicle without 
touching it and hop with your feet together as far 
away as you can.

Texting is not the only form of distracted driving. 
Driving and doing anything else is multitasking. 
Eight deaths occur EVERY DAY due to drivers 
who drive distracted.

Learn more: 

TEEN DRIVERS
NEED TO KNOW



Pole Inspections - 
During the fall, HCREC undergoes pole inspections. 
We partner with Star Energy Services of Minnesota 
to check poles for a variety of issues including 
pole rot, broken poles, or other issues. We also 
treat poles by applying a paste-like treatment 
to the structurally sound poles to expand their 
life. This year was a unique year as HCREC was 
inspecting areas for both 2020 and 2021 to make 
up for time lost during the pandemic. This year, 29 
poles were replaced during the inspection.

Meter Inspections - 
In the summertime, 50 of the 5,200 meters in 
our system are tested at random. The tests are 
done on site so as to not disturb the power to 
our membership. If a meter is inaccurate, then 
another 50 meters is tested. For this process, 
HCREC partners with Chapman Metering and 
since our Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) 
system has been initiated in 2014, we have not 
had a inaccurate meter. Account number four zero 
two three zero zero nine one zero.

Underground Inspections - 
HCREC has 347 miles of underground systems 
within its territory. Each year, we test 10% of the 
underground wires to ensure safe and reliable 
electricity. Our linemen review underground 
taps and mainlines and test ground and neutrals 
for ohms resistance. An ohm is the amount of 
resistance required to allow one amp of current to flow when one volt of potential is applied to the circuit. HCREC linemen also inspect 
transformers and cabinets to make sure they are locked, not rusting, and have clear and proper warning signs.
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Harrison County REC Annual Maintenance Projects
Each year HCREC reviews its system to make sure that our equipment can withstand Iowa snow and severe storms. We pride ourselves 
with a 99.9% reliability rating for our members and in order to maintain such a high level of service, we have to take care of the poles, 
wires and equipment.
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2021 HCREC Annual System Inspections

Vegetation Management -
In addition to the inspections listed above, HCREC also has a preventative spraying and tree clearing program to control unwanted brush 
and tree growth in the right-of-way areas near our overhead poles and wires. Overgrown trees and brush can prevent access for our line 
crews when repairs are necessary or can fall on wires and poles and cause outages to the system. HCREC’s annual line patrol determines 
which parts of the system need tree trimming, which is done in the winter time as part of preparation for construction projects in the spring 
and summer. 
Our spring and summer spraying projects are done through our partnership with Midwest Spray Team which includes spraying the entire 
system with a basal spray to control tree growth and spraying of foliage and underbrush.

Pictured: Left - First Class Lineman, Andy Wray trims away branches near overhead three-phase power lines. Middle - HCREC operations crew removes and 
evergreen near single phase overhead power lines. Right: First Class Lineman, Jacolby Ehlert, sprays brush and tall grasses to make it easier for HCREC crews 
to access poles and wires in the area.

Farm Health and Safety Week is September 
19-25! Whether you live on a farm or in the 
city, always remember to avoid playing near 
power lines and other electrical equipment. 

Farm Safety
Coloring Sheet 

Did you know? In 2019, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics indicated that the 
agricultural sector is still the most dangerous in America with 573 fatalities, or 
an equivalent of 23.1 deaths per 100,000 workers. Fall harvest time can be one 
of the busiest and most dangerous seasons of the year for farmers and growers. 
For this reason, the third week of September has been recognized as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. 

For many farmers, the harvest season is a flurry of activity with long hours and 
little rest. The pressure to harvest as much as possible — in combination with 
fatigue and looming deadlines — can result in too little attention being paid to 
potential hazards. Safe practices should never be compromised for the sake of 
speed. Doing so could potentially end in tragedy. One of the causes of injury and 
death in the agricultural industry is electrocution. Of those injuries, overhead 
power lines are the most common cause of electrocution. Account number two 
zero zero eight zero zero nine one two.

If you are a farm operator or worker, be aware of the location of power lines and keep the following safety guidelines in mind 
during the harvest season:

☑  Always use a spotter when operating large 
machinery near lines.

☑  Use care when raising augers or the bed of grain 
trucks around power lines.

☑  Keep equipment at least 10 feet from lines — at all 
times, in all directions.

☑  Inspect the height of the farm equipment to 
determine clearance.

☑  Always remember to lower extensions to the lowest 
setting when moving loads.

☑  Never attempt to move a power line out of the way 
or raise it for clearance.

☑  If a power line is sagging or low, call the local utility 
immediately. If your equipment does hit a power line do 
not leave the cab. Immediately call 911, warn others to 
stay away, and wait for the utility crew to cut the power.
The only reason to exit equipment that has come into 
contact with overhead lines is if the equipment is on 
fire, which is very rare. However, if this is the case, jump 
off the equipment with your feet together and without 
touching the ground and vehicle at the same time. 
Then, still keeping your feet together, hop to safety as 
you leave the area. Account number four zero two three 
zero zero nine one zero.

To help ensure a safe harvest, stay alert for power 
lines, exercise caution, and always put safety first. If 
you or someone you know would like more information 
on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Farm Safety and Health Week 2021


