
Public Services Division Call to Action 
 
Our Vision 
 
We believe that by joining together, we can make our communities better places to live and 
work.  
 
We believe that everyone who works should make enough to sustain their family including 
access to affordable housing, healthcare and child care and a secure retirement.  
 
We believe that our government must work for all people so everyone has access to quality 
public services—safe streets, quality healthcare, clean water and public libraries. 
 
We believe that we must invest in education so every child has access to quality, affordable 
early education, fully funded, high quality K-12 schools, and a debt-free higher education.  
 
We believe that we must confront our country’s painful legacy of slavery and anti-Black racism 
that show up in our everyday lives—from unsafe water to unequal schools—and demand fair 
and equal treatment for Black Americans and all people of color, from the justice system to the 
ballot box. 
 
By sticking together in SEIU and expanding our movement, we are making a difference on a 
scale we haven’t seen in generations. 

● As part of the Fight for $15, we are winning higher wages for millions of people.  
● By building a broader movement, we are expanding retirement security and paid sick 

leave for working people across the country. 
● We are uniting broad and diverse coalitions to hold wealthy special interests accountable 

so we can invest in the services every family needs to live a good life. 
● We are using our strength at the bargaining table to win for our families and everyone in 

our city, county and state. And we’re reaching out beyond our worksites to unite with 
others in our communities so we can rebalance our broken economy and stand up for 
the good jobs and services everyone needs. 

 
Challenges that call on us to build an even bigger movement that wins for all working 
people 
 
There’s no doubt that we are building a movement.  
 
That’s why these wealthy special interests are pushing legislation and court cases in hopes of 
stopping our movement. They want to simply impose their extreme agenda on all of us. They 
want to keep wages low, avoid paying their fair share in taxes, drain resources from our public 
schools, and make it harder for people to participate in our democracy. Today, less than 7 
percent of people are in unions and a handful of billionaires are bankrolling efforts to make it 
even harder for people to stick together in a union. 



 
At the same time, our world is changing. And these changes require us to reimagine how to win 
for working people: 

● Almost half of all working people make less than $15 an hour—including many 
SEIU members and our families. More and more people are working part time, 
piecemeal jobs without a traditional worksite, without benefits, job security or retirement 
security of any kind. It’s getting harder and harder to sustain a family for millions of 
working people. As a result, 1 in 4 children live in poverty.  

● Extreme weather including droughts, flooding, pollution and record-high 
temperatures are creating urgent needs for emergency services so our communities 
can rebuild and recover.  

● Our communities are changing. More people are moving to urban areas. People are 
living longer lives. More people are squeezed by the costs of caregiving for children and 
elderly parents. These changes are increasing demands for services.  

● New technologies are transforming the way we deliver public services. Many of us 
will need to learn, train and adapt to new modes of work. 

 
But the truth is, we’ve always faced opposition and we’ve experienced big changes before. This 
moment calls on us to lead to meet these challenges so all working people can thrive in our 
changing world.  
  
Call to Action  
 
We will: 

1. Create the Next Forms of Worker Power with the Fight for $15 by uniting working 
people into strong organizations to be a powerful force for good jobs, quality education 
and safe communities where everyone has a fair shot. 
 

2. Build a Wider Movement by linking economic, racial, immigrant justice movements. We 
will work with others to protect the principles of government that serves the community 
and corporations that pay their fair share. We are the stewards of government that must 
not be controlled by corporate power, but must serve to regulate and to balance it. When 
we unite a broader movement of people to expose the rigged economy, we can level the 
playing field and win for our communities. 
 

3. Innovate in our Union by showing how We’re All in this Together. We will use our 
strength at the bargaining table and beyond to raise standards and improve services for 
our families and everyone in our communities. And we will engage more members in our 
union and in the broader movement for a just society. We will fight to ensure wealthy 
special interests pay their fair share so we can invest in good schools and the safe and 
healthy communities all families need. We will lead on making sure our work in public 
service fuels opportunity for everyone.  

Together we will galvanize a powerful movement of people who will be an unstoppable force for 
change in this country. 


