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RESCLUTION ON A UNION RESPONSE TO THE EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE (EVD)

APR 22 205
WHEREAS the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD} in Guinea, Slerra Leone and Uberfa infected miyE 28,000 people

and killed more than 11,000, accarding to official seporting {the actual number of deatfs are
significantly higher). F INAL_

WHEREAS the unconirollable spread of EVD ravealed the structural and systemic weaknesses of the health -
systems In these countrizs caused by decades of underinvestment In public health. Maresover, these

weaknesses had a direct Impact on the surrounding countries, such as Mali, Nigeria and Senegal, and even

countries much further away, with EVD Infections and deaths reported in the United States and Spain.

WHEREAS more than 500 health workers died of Ebala due to poor working canditlons and inadequate safety
measures. Desplte the dangers, thousands of healthearz workess did not exercise thelr right to withdraw fram
unsale workplaces. Where warkers did take strike action this was not done opportunlstically. it was a cry of
extreme frustration by workers sufiedng under a long history of corruption, bad warking conditions,
understalfing and non-payment of wages. Ta this, the Ebola crisls was added, during which promises for
compensation had been made, but with the health workers too often left Lo their fate.

WHEREAS: Compating the reactions in the dliferent countrles faced with Ebolp, it Is clear that unlons have an
Importznt role in the elaboration of the response: In counteles whare unlons could work together with their
emplayers and governments on the farmulation of a response, such as Nigeria and Senegal, the disease was
Isolated and defeated. Also in Ghana, unions, employers and government together preparad for an cutbreak.
Unlens in Spain and the USA, Including SEIU, worked with govarnment and management an appropriate
measures to protect workers, patients and the population at large.

WHEREAS: In tha three most alfected eountres, unions were not Involved in the response and are still not pant
of the post-Ebola consuitations. Guinean unions managed at first to make some life-saving improvements to
the Ehola Treatment Units. But, once the government started 3 natlonal response plaiform, health sector
unions found themselves outside. tn Uberla, public sector workers are not allowed ta Join a union and unlon
leaders are harassed by thelr government when they try ta improve the working and safety conditlons in the
Ebola Treatment Units.

WHEREAS Public Services International {PSI), the global federation of trade unlons ta which SEIU is affiliated,
represents workers in the health snd social care sector around the world. PS, in collabaration with WAHSUN,
the West African Health Sector Unlons Network, developed a Trade Unlan Ebola Intervention Strategy, with
two objectives: Improve conditions for health warkers and fight {or strong public health care systems In West
Alrica, The tools for dalng this Include collaboration and exchange between unlons; developing a large
network of allles; fobbying to Influence government and internatlonal policy, and promoting unhersal access
to quality public health systems.

WHEREAS In the three maost alfected countrles, healthcare services are funded mainly by external donors and
that the lack of public funding and public governance Is at the origin of the weakness of the health systems,
and noting that tax evasion in Africa by multinational corparations and the very rich causes more money o be
lost to African governments than the tota! amount of external ald that flows Into Africa and noting that of the
estimated $30 trlilion that sits In tax havens such as Panama, over 510 telllion Is estimated 1o have been
derived from tha least developed countries In the world.

WHEREAS the long-term lnvolvement in the EVD countrles af the multilateral development banks, such as the
World Bank and the Alrican Davelopment Bank, as well as the bilateral donors such as USAID, the UK's BAID
and France's AFD; and given that their Influence has been to promote health sector privatization and reducing
the public health workforce and wage bill; the PSI strategy requires extensive lobbying support from unlons
outside of Africa,

WHEREAS: In 2015, 11995EIU United Healthcare Workers East, SEIU Nurse Alllance, SEIU Nurse Alllance
California, SEIU United Healthcare Workers West, Doctars Councll SEW and AFRAM Western Region supported
activitles In partnership with P51's Ebola Response Strategy: PS! brought health workers to tha UN Ebola
Conference at UN headguarters In New York City to set the gicbal response mechanisms; SEIU Lacals organized
awareness raising activitles for trade unlon rank and fite and In hospitals In New York and California, and



#211

Proposed Resolution

organised lobbying activities in different Internatlonsl and US organisations, both tn New York and in

Washington, DC.

WHEREAS: Under the Obama adminlstration, the United States has done more then any other single country
to help West Africa respond to the Ebela crisls, but to date taxpayers” money has primarily focussed en
stopping the crisls, without addressing the reasans why the crisls was so terrible, namely the Inadequate
hesalth systams. More than 100,000 workars were recrulted ecross Guinea, Uberia and Slerra Leane to fight
€bala, yet these workers were on precaricus caniracts, In temporary employment and not emplayed directly

by the state.

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. SEIU will continue to partner with PS! and strengthen the solldarity relatenship with heslth care
workers in West Africa to:

000

Ralse awareness among SEiU health and social care members of the fight against EVD and
other intemational health emergencies

Advocate and support trade unlon rights for health care workers In West Africa and beyond
Asslst PS5l internatienally In daveloping stratogle organizing for health sector workers

loin campaigns for the expansicn of public health systems with universal access that are free
at the point of defivery, including bullding an Intemational health financing mechanism to
address public health emergencles.

2. SEIU, in coordination with PSI, will lobby the US govemnment, its agencies and relevant Intemational
organizations to:

Ensure funding and other cesources reach workers and haalth faciiities

Insist during funding and collaborations in West Africa and beyond for the respect of
freedem of assoclation and trade unlen rights

indude unlons In the elaboration of {on-golng) work plans to face crises such as EVO

Stap epplying polices that enhance the vulnesabliity of countries and chtizens, such gs
privatisation of and disinvestment In health care systems

favestin strong putlic keaith care systems, accessible to all

reform the global tax rules to shut tax havens end dose access to tax dodging by
multinational corporations and the very rich so thet sufficlent domestic finance cen be ralsed
to tackle these problems
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