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The Higher Learning staff curate digital resource packages to complement and offer further context to 
the topics and themes discussed during the various Higher Learning events held at TIFF Bell Lightbox. 
These filmographies, bibliographies, and additional resources include works directly related to guest 
speakers’ work and careers, and provide additional inspirations and topics to consider; these materials 
are meant to serve as a jumping-off point for further research. Please refer to the event video to see 
how topics and themes relate to the Higher Learning event. 

Chinese Cinema (General) 

Berry, Chris. Chinese Cinema. London and New York: Routledge, 2013.  

--- (ed). Perspectives on Chinese Cinema. London: British Film Institute, 1991.  

---, and Laikwan Pang. “Remapping Contemporary Chinese Cinema Studies.” China Review 10.2 (2010): 
89-108.  

---, and Mary A. Farquhar. China on Screen: Cinema and Nation. New York: Columbia University Press, 
2006.  

 
Clark, Paul. Chinese Cinema: Culture and Politics Since 1949. New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1987.  

Lim, Song H. and Julian Ward. The Chinese Cinema Book. Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2011. 

 
Pickowicz, Paul. China on Film: A Century of Exploration, Confrontation, and Controversy. Lanham: 

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2012.  

Rojas, Carlos, and Eileen C. Chow (eds). The Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2013. 

Voci, Paola. “The Chinese Cinema Book.” The China Journal 69 (2013): 251-4.  

Yang, Jeff, and Art Black. Once Upon a Time in China: A Guide to Hong Kong, Taiwanese, and Mainland 
Chinese Cinema. New York: Atria Books, 2003.  

 
Zhang, Yingjin (ed). A Companion to Chinese Cinema. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2012. 

---. Chinese National Cinema. London and New York: Routledge, 2004. 
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Early Chinese Cinema 

Abel, Richard, Giorgio Bertellini, and Rob King. Early Cinema and the “National”. New Barnet, Herts, UK: 
John Libbey, 2008.  

 
Berry, Chris. Chinese Cinema. London and New York: Routledge, 2013.  

--- (ed). Perspectives on Chinese Cinema. London: British Film Institute, 1991.  

Guo, Hua. Lao Ying Pian, 1905-1949: Old Movies. Hefei: Anhui jiao yu chu ban she, 2004.  

Kong, Haili and John A. Lent. One Hundred Years of Chinese Cinema: A Generational Dialogue. Norwalk, 
CT: EastBridge, 2006.  

 
Li, Su-yüna, Chü-pin Hu, and Rui Wang. Chinese Silent Film History. Beijing: China Film Press, 1997.  
 
Pickowicz, Paul. China on Film: A Century of Exploration, Confrontation, and Controversy. Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2012.  

Voci, Paola. “The Chinese Cinema Book.” The China Journal 69 (2013): 251-254.  

Rojas, Carlos, and Eileen C. Chow. The Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2013.  

 
Zhang, Yingjin. “Engendering Chinese Filmic Discourse of the 1930s: Configurations of Modern Women 

in Shanghai in Three Silent Films.” Positions: East Asia Cultures Critique 2.3 (Winter 1994): 603-
628.  

 
---. “From Shakespeare’s Drama to Early Chinese Cinema: Authority and Authorship in Literary 

Translation and Film Adaptation.” Yearbook of Comparative and General Literature 54.1 (2008): 
83-102.  

 
Silent Film (History and Theory) 
 
Abel, Richard. Encyclopedia of Early Cinema. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2011.  
 
---, (ed). Silent Film. London: Athlone Press, 1999.  
 
Card, James. Seductive Cinema: The Art of Silent Film. New York: Knopf, 1994.  
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Cherchi Usai, Paolo. Silent Cinema: An Introduction. London: BFI Publishing, 2000.  
 
Cohen, Paula M. Silent Film & the Triumph of the American Myth. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. 
 
Drew, William M. The Last Silent Picture Show: Silent Films on American Screens in the 1930s. Lanham, 

MD: Scarecrow Press, 2010.  
 
Everson, William K. American Silent Film. New York: Da Capo Press, 1998. 
 
Grieveson, Lee and Peter Krämer. The Silent Cinema Reader. London: Routledge, 2004.  
 
Hansen, Miriam. Babel and Babylon: Spectatorship in American Silent Film. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1991. 
 
Ross, Steven J. Working-Class Hollywood: Silent Film and the Shaping of Class in America. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 1998. 
 
Shull, Michael S. Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929: A Filmography and History. Jefferson, 

NC: McFarland, 2000.  
 
Smith, Andrew B. Shooting Cowboys and Indians: Silent Western Films, American Culture, and the Birth 

of Hollywood. Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 2003.    
      
Whissel, Kristen. Picturing American Modernity: Traffic, Technology, and the Silent Cinema. Durham, NC: 

Duke University Press, 2008. 
 
 
 
Silent Film Accompaniment 
 
Abel, Richard, and Rick Altman. The Sounds of Early Cinema. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
 2001. 
 
Altman, Rick. Silent Film Sound. New York: Columbia University Press, 2004.  
 
Anderson, Gillian B. Music for Silent Films, 1894-1929: A Guide. Washington: Library of Congress, 1988.  
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Brown, Julie and Annette Davison. The Sounds of the Silents in Britain. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2013.  
 
Hubbert, Julia B. Celluloid Symphonies: Texts and Contexts in Film Music History. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 2011. 
 
Hutchinson, Kate. “He shoots, he re-scores!” Time Out London (September 19, 2011). Accessed August 

16, 2012. http://www.timeout.com/london/clubs/article/2739/he-shoots-he-re-scores 
 
Larsen, Peter and John Irons. Film Music. London: Reaktion, 2007.  
 
Marks, Martin M. Music and the Silent Film: Contexts and Case Studies, 1895-1924. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1997. 
 
Robinson, David. Music of the Shadows: The Use of Musical Accompaniment with Silent Films, 1896-

1936. Pordenone: Giornate del cinema muto, 1990.  
 
 

The Transition from Silent to Sound Cinema 

Abel, Richard, and Rick Altman. The Sounds of Early Cinema. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 
2001.  

 
Altman, Rick. Sound Theory, Sound Practice. New York: Routledge, 1992.  
 
---. Cinema/sound. New Haven, CT: Yale French Studies, 1980.  
 
Chion, Michel, Claudia Gorbman, and Walter Murch. Audio-vision: Sound on Screen. New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1994.  
 
Crafton, Donald. The Talkies: American Cinema's Transition to Sound, 1926-1931. New York: Scribner, 

1997.  
 
Eyman, Scott. The Speed of Sound: Hollywood and the Talkie Revolution, 1926-1930. New York, NY: 

Simon & Schuster, 1997.  
 

http://www.timeout.com/london/clubs/article/2739/he-shoots-he-re-scores�
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Hong Kong Urban Council. Cantonese Opera Film Retrospective. Hong Kong: Hong Kong film Archive, 
2003.  

 
Neale, Stephen. Cinema and Technology: Image, Sound, Colour. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 

1985.  
 
O'Brien, Charles. Cinema's Conversion to Sound: Technology and Film Style in France and the U.S. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005.   

Slowik, Michael. “The Plasterers’ and Early Sound Cinema Aesthetics.” Music, Sound, and the Moving 
Image 4.1 (2010): 55-75.   

 

Censorship in the Chinese Film Industry  

Berry, Chris. Toward a Postsocialist Cinema: The Cultural Revolution in the Films from the PRC. London: 
Routledge, 2004.  

Biltereyst, Daniël and Winkel R. Vande. Silencing Cinema: Film Censorship Around the World. New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.  

 
Calkins, M.L. “Censorship in Chinese Cinema.” Communication Abstracts 23.3 (2000).  
 
Chaoguang, W. “An Investigation of the Central Film Censorship Committee (1934-1937).” Social 

Sciences in China 27.2 (2006): 141-151.  
 
---.  “The Politics of Filmmaking: an Investigation of the Central Film Censorship Committee in the Mid-

1930s.” Frontiers of History in China 2.3 (2007): 416-444.  
 
Chow, Rey, “Silent is the Ancient Plain: Music, Filmmaking, and the Conception of Reform in China’s New 

Cinema.”Discourse 12.2 (1990): 82-109.  

Clark, Paul. Chinese Cinema: Culture and Politics Since 1949. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
1987.  

Lau, Alice, and Gigi Chan. Survey on Film Censorship Standards. Hong Kong: AC Nielson, 2002.   
 
Pang, L. “The State against Ghosts: a Genealogy of China's Film Censorship Policy.” Screen 52.4 (2011): 
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461-476. 
 
Pickowicz, Paul. China on Film: A Century of Exploration, Confrontation, and Controversy. Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2012.  

Zhang, Rui. The Cinema of Feng Xiaogang: Commercialization and Censorship in Chinese Cinema After 
1989. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2008.  

 
Zhang, Xudong. Chinese Modernism in the Era of Reforms: Cultural Fever, Avant-Garde Fiction, and the 

New Chinese Cinema. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1997.  

 

Early Chinese Martial Art Cinema 

Bolelli, Daniele. On the Warrior’s Path: Fighting, Philosophy, and Martial Arts Mythology. Berkeley: Frog, 
2003.  

 
Castillo, Gilbert G. Gender, Identity and Influence: Hong Kong Martial, Arts Films. Ann Arbor: University 

of Michigan Press, 2002.  
 
Cho, Allan. The Hong Kong Wuxia Movie: Identity and Politics, 1966-1976. Saarbrücken, Germany: 

Lambert Academic Pub, 2010. 
 
Farquhar, Mary. “Shadow Opera: Towards a New Archaeology of the Chinese Cinema.” Post Script 20.2-

3 (2000): 25-42.  
 
Hong Kong Urban Council. A Study of the Hong Kong Martial Arts Film: The 4th Hong Kong International 

Film Festival: April 3-18, 1980, City Hall. Hong Kong: The Council, 1980.  
 
Palmer, Bill, Karen Palmer, and Richard Meyers. The Encyclopedia of Martial Arts Movies. Metuchen, NJ: 

Scarecrow Press, 1995.  
 
Teo, Steven. Chinese Martial Arts Cinema: The Wuxia Tradition. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 

2009. 
 
Zhen, Zhang. “Bodies in the Air: The Magic of Science and the Fate of the Early ‘Martial Arts’ Film in 

China.” Post Script - Essays in Film and the Humanities. 20.2-3 (2000): 43-60. 
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Chinese Film Production & Industry 

Chinese Film Producers. S.l.: General Books, 2010. 
 
Chu, Yingchi. Hong Kong Cinema: Coloniser, Motherland and Self. London: Routledge Curzon, 2003.  

Guide to Filming in Hong Kong, 2009/10. Hong Kong: Film Services Office, Television and Entertainment 
Licensing Authority, 2009. 

 
Jarvie, I.C. Window on Hong Kong: A Sociological Study of the Hong Kong Film Industry and Its Audience. 

Hong Kong: Centre of Asian Studies, University of Hong Kong, 1977.  
 
Lee, David T. An Overview of the Chinese Film Industry. Taipei: Government Information Office, 1997. 
 
Li, Xin. Film As Political Bridge to Promote Unification: An Examination of the Film Production Industry in 

Mainland China and Taiwan. Adelaide, AU: University of Adelaide Press, 2007.  
 
Liu, Alan P. L. The Film Industry in Communist China. Cambridge, MA: Research Program on Problems of 

Communication and International Security, Center for International Studies, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 1965. 

 
Lixiao. “Film Industry in China.” China.Org (January 17, 2004). Accessed June 27, 2013. 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/features/film/84966.htm. 
 
Wang, Shujen. Framing Piracy: Globalization and Film Distribution in Greater China. Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield, 2003. 
 
Zhu, Ying. Chinese Cinema During the Era of Reform: The Ingenuity of the System. Westport, CT: Praeger, 

2003.  
 
 
Lost films 

Carey, Gary. Lost Films. New York: Museum of Modern Art, 1970. 
 
Eyles, Allen and David Meeker. Missing Believed Lost: The Great British Film Search. London: BFI 

Publishing, 1992. 

 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/features/film/84966.htm�
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Thompson, Frank T. Lost Films: Important Movies That Disappeared. Secaucus, NJ: Carol Pub. Group, 
1996. 

 
Waldman, Harry. Missing Reels: Lost Films of American and European Cinema. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 

2008. 
 
 
Film Preservation (History and Theory) 

“A National Film Museum.” The Bioscope (May 26, 1910): 4.  
 
Bland, R. Henderson. “The Need of a National Repository for Films.” Kinematograph and Lantern Weekly 

(April 17, 1913): 2489-2491. 
 
Bottomore, Stephen. “'A Fallen Star': Problems and Practices in Early Film Preservation.” in This Film Is 

Dangerous: A Celebration of Nitrate Film. Roger Smither and Catherine A. Surowiec (eds). 
Brussels: Federation Internationale des Archives du Film (FIAF), 2002. 185-190. 

 
---. “The sparking surface of the sea of history: Notes on the Origins of Film Preservation.” in This Film Is 

Dangerous: A Celebration of Nitrate Film. Roger Smither and Catherine A. Surowiec (eds). 
Brussels: Federation Internationale des Archives du Film (FIAF), 2002. 86-97. 

 
Bowser, Eileen and Ronald S. Magliozzi. “Film Archiving as a Profession: An Interview with Eileen 

Bowser.” The Moving Image 3.1 (Spring 2003): 132-146. 
 
Brown, Harold. “Trying to Save Frames.” in This Film Is Dangerous: A Celebration of Nitrate Film. Roger 

Smither and Catherine A. Surowiec (eds). Brussels: Federation Internationale des Archives du 
Film (FIAF), 2002. 98-102. 

 
Brown, H. G. “Problems of Storing Film for Archive Purposes.” British Kinematography 20.5 (May  1952). 
 
Campagnoni, Donata Presenti. “The Preservation, Care, and Exploitation of Documentation Related to 

the Cinema: an Unresolved Issue.” Film History 18.3 (2006): 306-318.  
 
Cherchi Usai, Paolo. The Death of Cinema: History, Cultural Memory and the Digital Dark Age. London: 

British Film Institute, 2001. 
 
Frick, Caroline. Saving Cinema: The Politics of Preservation. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. 
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“Historic Films – The Difficulty of Preservation.” The London Times (November 26, 1916): np.  
 
Houston, Penelope. Keepers of the Frame: The Film Archives. London: British Film Institute, 1994.  
 
Jones, Janna. The Past Is a Moving Picture: Preserving the Twentieth Century on Film. Gainesville: 

University Press of Florida, 2012. 
 
Kula, Sam. “Up from the Permafrost: The Dawson City Collection.” in This Film Is Dangerous: A 

Celebration of Nitrate Film. Roger Smither and Catherine A. Surowiec (eds). Brussels: Federation 
Internationale des Archives du Film (FIAF), 2002. 213-218. 

 
Matuszewski, Boleslaw. “Une Nouvelle source de l’histoire (1898).” Cultures 2.1 (1974): 219-222. 
 
McGreevey, Tom, and Joanne L. Yeck. Our Movie Heritage. New Brunswick, N.J: Rutgers University Press, 

1997. 
 
Pierce, David. “The Legion of the Condemned – Why American Silent Films Perished.” in This Film Is 

Dangerous: A Celebration of Nitrate Film. Roger Smither and Catherine A. Surowiec (eds). 
Brussels: Federation Internationale des Archives du Film (FIAF), 2002. 144-162. 

 
Shepard, David and Kyle Westphal. “Forty Years of Film Preservation: A Conversation with David 

Shepard.”Northwest Chicago Film Society (January 30, 2012). Accessed August 30, 2012. 
http://www.northwestchicagofilmsociety.org/2012/01/30/forty-years-of-film-preservation-a-
conversation-with-david-shepard/ 

Slide, Anthony. Nitrate Won't Wait: A History of Film Preservation in the United States. 
Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co, 1992. 

 
Wasson, Haidee. Museum Movies: The Museum of Modern Art and the Birth of Art Cinema. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2005.  
 
 
   
Film Preservation (Practice) 

http://www.northwestchicagofilmsociety.org/2012/01/30/forty-years-of-film-preservation-a-conversation-with-david-shepard/�
http://www.northwestchicagofilmsociety.org/2012/01/30/forty-years-of-film-preservation-a-conversation-with-david-shepard/�
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Bordwell, David and Kristin Thompson. “Pandora’s Digital Box: Pix and Pixels.” Observations on Film Art 
(February 13, 2012). Accessed August 30, 2012. 
http://www.davidbordwell.net/blog/2012/02/13/pandoras-digital-box-pix-and-pixels/ 

Bowser, Eileen, and John Kuiper. A Handbook for Film Archives: Based on the Experiences of a Member 
of the International Federation of Film Archives (FIAF). Brussels: FIAF Secretariat, 1980. 

 
Cherchi Usai, Paolo. “The Conservation of Moving Images.” Studies in Conservation 55 (2010): 250-257. 
 
---. “Film as an Art Object.” in Preserve then Show. Dan Nissen, Lisbeth Richter Larson, Thomas C. 

Christensen and Jesper Stub Johnsen (eds). Copenhagen: Danish Film Institute, 2002. 22-38. 
 
Fossati, Giovanna. From Grain to Pixel: The Archival Life of Film in Transition. Amsterdam: University of 

Amsterdam Press, 2009. 
 
Gracy, Karen F. Film Preservation: Competing Definitions of Value, Use, and Practice. Chicago: Society of 

American Archivists, 2007. 
 
Read, Paul and M.P. Meyer. Restoration of Motion Picture Film. Oxford: Butterworth 

Heinemann, 2000. 
 
 
 

 Journals Dedicated to Moving Image Preservation and the Study of Archives 
 
Association of Canadian Archivists. Archivaria. Established  1975. Editor: Jean Dryden. Published by the 

Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA), twice yearly. http://archivists.ca/content/archivaria-
english 

 
Association of Moving Image Archivists. The Moving Image. Established 1997. Editors: Devin Orgeron 

and Marsha Orgeron. Published by the University of Minnesota Press, twice yearly. 
http://www.upress.umn.edu/journal-division/Journals/the-moving-image 

 
FIAF. The Journal of Film Preservation. Established 1972. Editor: Catherine A. Surowiec. Published by La 

Fédération international des archives du film / International Federation of Film Archives (FIAF), 
Brussels, Belgium, twice yearly. http://www.fiafnet.org/uk/publications/fep_journal.html 

 

http://www.davidbordwell.net/blog/2012/02/13/pandoras-digital-box-pix-and-pixels/�
http://archivists.ca/content/archivaria-english�
http://archivists.ca/content/archivaria-english�
http://www.upress.umn.edu/journal-division/Journals/the-moving-image�
http://www.fiafnet.org/uk/publications/fep_journal.html�


  
  

Buried Treasures of Chinese Silent Cinema Panel 
 Selected Bibliography 
 
 

11 
 

Film History: An International Journal. Established 1987. Editor: Gregory A. Waller. Published by the 
University of Indiana Press, Bloomington IN, quarterly. 
http://www.jstor.org/page/journal/filmhistory/about.html 

 
Society of American Archivists. The American Archivist. Established 1938. Editor: Gregory S. Hunter. 

Published by the Society of American Archivists (SAA), twice yearly. 
http://archivists.metapress.com/home/main.mpx 

 

 

http://www.jstor.org/page/journal/filmhistory/about.html�
http://archivists.metapress.com/home/main.mpx�

