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Death Toll Raising Questions
——.qg Half-Billion

Junk
Yields

Gems

This story was written
from reports by staff
writers Bobby Ross Jr.,
Melissa Nelson, Meri
McManus, Amy Greene
and Christy Watson.

As the damage estimate
from Monday's deadly
tornadoes doubled, thou-
sands of Oklahomans dug
through the mess of their
ravaged homes Wednes-
day.

Amid the devastation,
victims salvaged tiny me-
mentos like diamond an-
niversary rings, family
photographs and Barbie
dolls.

Brian Colhmia sat
amid the rubble of his
grandfather’s Del City
home holding a handful
of engraved pens. His
grandfather, Gustia
Miller, 75, died trying to
protect Colhmia’s grand-

Senior Airman Adrian Beliveau helps clean up debris Wednesday
from the home of fellow AWACS member Staff Sgt. Brent Wangen at
200 Highland Ave. in Moore. Wangen’s colleagues at Tinker Air Force

‘See DIG, Page 9

Base’s 964th AWACS unit painted the graffiti.
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Share your personal accounts of the storms by
calling 475-4001 or send e-mail to
newsroom@oklahoman.ret. Leave your
name and phone number.

m Continuous coverage of Monday’s deadly
tomadoes is available online at
www.oklahoman.com.
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At right, Brian Co-
burn, 14, whose
mother; Esther Co-
burn, was killed Mon-
day when a fornado
swept through Moore,
is hugged by his
cousin, Rick Lambert,
who is holding his

son, Austin.
-— Staft Photo by David McDanlel

Victims Hunt

examiner’s office was less
optimistic,
cials there said they have a
list of 100 missing people

Estimated
In Damage

By Randy Ellis and
Steve Lackmeyer
Staff Writers

Following two days of intense searches, metro res-

cue workers were cautiously optimistic Wednesday
that few if any additional victims will be pulled from
the 19-mile path of devastation left by Monday night’s
killer tornado.

The Oklahoma medical “We only

have 38 bodies,
(but) we have
100 miss-

however. Offi-

and urged family
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Memories

Family Treasures Scattered Among Debris

By Ann DeFrange
and Diana Baldwin
Staff Writers

MOORE —Without houses or yards or trees as
landmarks, no sense of location is possible in Re-
gency Park addition. Addresses have been spray-
painted on cement driveways or on any standing
wall. The graffiti gave a small sense of order for in-
surance appraisers or relief workers who came
through the tornado-torn neighborhood Wednesday.

It was the first day residents were allowed back
into their streets since they fled the Monday disaster.
Many of their homes have disappeared, or fallen
apart into piles of bricks and sticks.

They walked through the neighborhood, stunned.
They relied on activity, bringing brooms and shovels
to collect debris.

It appears not a good tree is left in this part of
Moore. They are stripped of leaves, the nude

branches leaning one way, showing the direction of
the tornadic wind, objects — including sheet metal —
wrapped around the limbs and trunks.

If the scene didn’t resemble a salvage yard, it could
have been a gigantic garage sale. People roamed
about picking up items from their lots, throwing
them aside into a trash pile or placing them gently on
a retrievable heap. Cars drove down the streets, driv-
ers gawking at debris or checking on neighbors. Chil-
dren slid along on bikes.

Robert Acuff, turning over in his fingers one hoop
earring he had picked up in his daughter’s home,
said, “All this can be replaced. But lives cannot be re-
placed.” .

Rental trucks were loaded with personal items or
the few pieces of furniture left. Pickups were filled
with furnishings, appliances, bundles of clothes — all
tied down with rope.

See RETURN, Page 2

Despite Pilots’ Deaths,
Apache Mission a Go

TIRANA, Albania (AP) — The U.S. Army won't dis-
rupt its plans to send Apache helicopters into combat
against Serb forces, despite a crash in Albania’s
mountains Wednesday that killed two American avia-
tors and brought NATO’s first fatalities in its cam-
paign against Yugoslavia.

The crash, during nighttime training in rugged
northeastern Albania, was the second in nine days in-
volving one of the two dozen heavily armed anti-tank
Apache gunships deployed in Albania. They are pre-
paring for missions against Yugoslav forces, accused
of driving nearly 700,000 ethnic Albanians out of the
neighboring Kosovo province.

Training will proceed. The Army will stick to its se-
cret schedule for deploying the Apaches in combat,
said Lt. Col. Garrie Dornan, a spokesman for the tas
force that includes the gunships. :

“This will not hinder the timeline — there’s no de-
lay, no aircraft grounded,” he told reporters Wednes-
day at Tirana's ah'pox'&,,_‘\’ixc Apdches’ temporary base.

KOSOVO CRISIS

® Despite Weather, NATO Bombs Fall

m Troop Estimates Rise — Page 12
m Soldiers Braced for Execution
mFirst Refugees Arrive in U.S. — Page 13

Continuous Kosovo Crisis coverage is available
online at www.oklahoman.com.

Y

The U.S. military identified the two Army aviators
as Chief Warrant Officer 3 David A. Gibbs, 38, of Mas-
sillon, Ohio, and Chief Warrant Officer 2 Kevin L.
Reichert, 28, of Chetek, Wis.

- See CRADMH, Page 2

Lng-person re-
ports for people
unaccounted for
and that’s con-
cerning us,”

members of missing
loved ones to call
that office in an at-
tempt to consoli-
date efforts to lo-
cate missing people.

Ok]ahomajs death — Ray Blakeney,
count remained at operations director,
38 Wednesday. state medical

“I don’t think it’s
going to go up
much over what
they're showing now. I would be real sur-
prised,” said John Long, chief of the public
education office for the Oklahoma City Fire
Department. '

Officials in Moore, Midwest City and Del
City expressed similar confidence.

In fact, they were confident enough in that
belief that victims whose homes had been de-
stroyed or severely damaged were being al-
lowed back in most cordoned off neighbor-
hoods to search for personal belongings
Wednesday afternoon, where property losses
could be as high as $500 million, twice the
figure given Tuesday, officials say.

The growing confidence of rescuers stands
in stark contrast with the escalating panic
voiced by worried relatives and friends of
people who lived in the damaged area and
who haven’t heard from the missing since
the killer tornado roared through.

The Internet and telephone lines of hospi-
tals, churches and shelters continued to be
jammed Wednesday with urgent messages
from people concerned about the fate and wherea-
bouts of loved ones.

“We only have 38 bodies, (but) we have 100 missing-
person reports for people unaccounted for and that’s
concerning us,” said Ray Blakeney, director of opera-
tions form the medical examiner’s office.

But rescuers said it is only natural that many peo-
ple have been unable to locate each other in the mass
confusion and dislocation.

“Calling friends and relatives isn’t always a prior-
ity of people whose homes have been destroyed.
They've got a lot to worry about,” Long said.

Efforts to account for missing people have been
complicated by the fact that various shelters and
agencies have maintained separate lists of people who

See RESCUE, Page 2

examiner’s office
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TODAY'S PRAYER

w E praise You, Lord, for bringin% love to our
hearts. So many of us hurt because we
don't feel loved. We know that You love us
deeply and that counts for it ail. Amen.




