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In groups of 3-5 brainstorm at least 10 different ways in which 
the use of time keeping influences your day. Discuss what would 
happen if keeping accurate time was not possible.

Research the history and mathematics behind sundials. Use the 
following website to create a sundial that you can use to tell time.  
http://www.ehow.com/how_13452_make-sundial.html

To learn more about watchmaking visit:
http://osuit.edu/academics/watchmaking/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGd4XHfG-G8
http://awci.com/
http://nawcc.org/index.php/horology-central

Watchmaking
Do you enjoy creating projects 
and working with your hands 
or do you often wonder how 
something works? Do you find 
yourself fascinated with rhythmic 
ticking of the family pocket 
watch? We do! 

As horologists (someone who studies time) we are in the business of 
working with timepieces; as watchmakers we make or repairs watches.  
Today, watches are either modern quartz watches which use a cell as the 
power source or mechanical timepieces which utilize a coiled spring for 
power. Both timepieces are a symphony of art, science and technology. 

Horology has played a very important role in our modern society. For 
centuries, ships traveling across the oceans and seas had no accurate 
way to determine their longitude and would often end up quite far from 
where they intended to go. Time keeping allowed them to accurately 
determine their longitude using both the sun and the city of London 
as reference points. This act and using the town of Greenwich is were 
we get GMT (Greenwich mean time) which is the standard time zone 
all others are derived from today. In addition to ocean travel, accurate 
timekeeping and the national standardization of time zones lead to 
safer travels on railways. And did you know, Henry Ford’s ideas of parts 
interchangeability as well as the Sears and Roebuck department stores 
all have roots in watchmaking? Even our modern satellite industry would 
not operate without the use of accurate time keeping. 
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