
As you grow older, money will play an important role in your life. Every 
day, you will choose to spend your money or save your money. If you 
make a choice to save your money, what will you do with it? Investing your 
money could be a smart choice. When you invest your money, you are using the 
money you have to hopefully make more money in the future. 

In order to make smart decisions when you invest your money, it is important 
to know what the words related to investing mean. Research the words below 
using a resource such as moneyisok.org and then test your new knowledge by 
completing the crossword puzzle below. Good luck! 

 

This lesson is consistent with the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education’s Standard 5 of the Personal Financial Literacy Passport. 
For more resources, visit the Oklahoma Council on Economic 
Education’s support website at www.moneyisok.org.

Across
1.   The original amount of money 

deposited or invested.
4.   A measure of the likelihood of loss 

or profi t and the uncertainty of an 
investment’s rate of return. (2 words) 

6.   Purchasing securities with the goal 
of increasing wealth over time, but 
with the risk of loss.

11. Interest earned not only on the 
principal but also on the interest 
already earned. (2 words)

12. Investing in a variety of stocks, 
bonds, money market accounts, 
etc, in order to spread risks.

13. An investment tool that pools the 
money of many shareholders and 
invests it in a diversifi ed portfolio. 
(2 words)

Down
2.   Issued by a bank to a person 

depositing money in an account 
for a specifi ed period; a penalty 
is charged for early withdrawal. 
(3 words)

3.   A fi nancial institution deposit 
account that pays interest and 
allows withdrawals. (2 words)

5.   A document representing a loan 
of more that one year to the U.S. 
government to be repaid, with 
interest on a specifi c date. (2 words)

7.   A certifi cate representing the purchaser’s agreement to lend money to a business on the promise that the debt will be paid, 
with interest, at a specifi ed time. (2 words)

8.   The quality of an asset that permits it to be converted quickly into cash without loss of value.
9.   A group of investments involving ownership of assets.
10. Term for how fast money in savings account or investment grows. (3 words)
 

Use the following terms: 
Liquidity, Risk Tolerance, Principal, Mutual Funds, Certifi cate of Deposit, Equities, Savings Bonds, Investing, Diversifi cation, Rate 
of Return, Corporate Bonds, Compound Interest, and Savings Account. 

Do you know your savings 
and investing terms?
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Are you someone who likes to take risks with money, property, 
or anything you own that has value in hopes of getting something in 
return? Do you like the excitement or challenge of competition? If you 
answered yes to either of these questions, you might be a gambler. 

Gambling can be simple and innocent like telling your friend 
“I’ll bet you a soda that I can race you to the corner and win.” 
Or, it can be so complicated and extreme that you will begin 
to bet things you really need like your money, cell phone, food, 
etc. You can place a “bet” on a game of chance where your 
bet has no impact on the outcome, or you can make a “wager” 
in a game of skill where you are trying to get a specifi c result 
from someone else. For example, if you bet your friend that 

your favorite sports team will win their game, this is a “game of chance” bet. 
If you use money during your turn when playing a card game, such as poker, 
this is a game of skill wager. Both bets and wagers have one thing in common, 
risk. There is never a guarantee that you will win so always be prepared to lose 
what you gambled with. 

Activities: 

1. Now that you understand what gambling is, 
let’s see how many types of gambling you know. 
On a piece of paper, create two columns. Label the 
fi rst “games of skill” and the second, “games of 
chance”. Then, think of all the games and activities 
you and your friends play. For each game or activity, 
put it in the correct column. When you are done, 
compare your list with someone in your class. 
Have you ever made a bet or wager on any of these 
games? Did you win? 

2. Do you know anyone who gambles on a regular basis? What type of 
gambling do they do? Has this person ever won money gambling? If so, 
how much? How much money do you think that person lost on bad bets 
or wagers before they won? Do you think this was worth the risk? 

This lesson is consistent with the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education’s Standard 12 of the Personal Financial Literacy 
Passport. For more resources, visit the Oklahoma Council on 
Economic Education’s support website at www.moneyisok.org.

You want to bet?
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When a person spends or owes more money than they have, this is 
called debt. With careful planning, a person can usually avoid debt. 
However, there are times when there is nothing a person can do to 
stop it. For example, if there is an emergency and someone spends 
time in the hospital they might not have enough money to pay the 
bills afterwards. The same could happen if someone loses their job 
and can not pay their bills.

If over time a person can not pay back all of the money they owe, bankruptcy 
might be an option. Bankruptcy is a legal way for a person to declare or say 
they can not pay back the money they owe. When a person does this the other 
personal items they own can be sold to pay off their debt. 

Bankruptcy can: 
•  stop your house from being taken away from you
•  stop your car from being taken away from you, or make 

sure it is returned to you after your debt has been paid
•  make sure you get to keep all of the money you earn 

when you work

Bankruptcy CAN NOT: 
•  stop you from paying for students loans or taxes
•  protect someone who has co-signed or helped you get a loan, 

car, apartment, etc.
•  protect you from paying debts that you make after you declare bankruptcy 
 
Discussion:

1. What are some ways to prevent bankruptcy? 
If you fi nd yourself in debt, what options other 
than bankruptcy do you have to get help? 

2. Explain the importance of re-establishing a 
positive credit history and steps to improve a 
credit score after bankruptcy. 

3. Explain the difference between Chapter 7 
bankruptcy and Chapter 13 bankruptcy.

This lesson is consistent with the Oklahoma State Department of Education’s 
Standard 13 of the Personal Financial Literacy Passport. For more resources, 
visit the Oklahoma Council on Economic Education’s support website at 
www.moneyisok.org.

Drowning in debt?
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When you help another person or a group of people by sharing your 
time, money, talents or other resources you are participating in what 
is called philanthropy. When you do this without making money, it is 
called a donation. People often donate time, money, talents or other 
resources to improve their community or support a specifi c group of 
people such as the homeless or children with cancer. 

People often choose to donate: 
• to help create a strong community
• to do something as family
• to help a business connect with the community
• to help raise money for a group or issue that holds special meaning
• to support a personal or religious belief

A non-profi t organization, also called a charity, is a business just like a fast food 
restaurant or a clothing store. However, instead of trying to make money, a non-
profi t organization tries to help people. Charities and donating are so important 
that the federal government has created tax benefi ts for companies and 
individuals who donate. Always remember that there is no such thing as a 
donation that is too small or too big. When you choose to give your time, money, 
talents or other resources you are making a positive impact on another person’s life.  

Activity: 
 
1. Research three charities in your city or state. 

Answer the following questions for each charity: 
  a. What is the name of the charity?
  b. What is the charity’s mission? 
  c. When did the charity start?
  d. Who is directly impacted by the charity?
  e. What types of programs or activities does this  

  charity do to help people? 
  f. How does the charity get money? 
  g. What ways can you donate (money, time, talents, etc.)? 

Now, imagine you had $10,000 to donate to one of these charities. Which one 
would you choose and why? Did your research help you make this decision? 
Why do you think your donation will help? 

This lesson is consistent with the Oklahoma State Department of Education’s 
Standard 14 of the Personal Financial Literacy Passport. For more resources, 
visit the Oklahoma Council on Economic Education’s support website at 
www.moneyisok.org.

Make a difference, donate!
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