
Lesson 6: Celebrating Diversity
Once you are able to celebrate diversity in your own life, you can begin to help other people you know 
look at the world in a new way.  The more you celebrate diversity, the more accepting your school, 
friends and family will become.  Below is part of a poem written by a first grade classroom expressing 
their thoughts on diversity.

Teacher, Ms. Iasiello, explains “The poem came about when one of my students said, ‘I wish I could let 
Titus use my ears so he could hear.’ It was such a simple, sweet gesture and it got me wondering what 
the kids think is “ear worthy.’  What sounds do we take for granted that they would want a deaf child 
to hear? What would they want to show someone who couldn’t see? I took all of their ideas and made 
them into a poem that reflects an understanding far beyond their years!”

“Feathers & Friends & Wings & Wheels”
Washington Irving Elementary School, Edmond, Oklahoma
(Full poem provided in the Teacher’s Guide)

“If only I could lend my ears so you could hear music,
And the sound of your mom and dad’s voice.
Special words like, “I love you” and the noise of your toys.
Friends whispering childhood secrets that “only children can 
know!” 
And the choices you have for lunch, do you want tray “A” or 
tray “B”. 
I wish they could hear the sound of my teacher’s voice, 
Bedtime stories and animal sounds I heart at the zoo.
If only I could, I’d let you borrow my ears so you could hear, too. 

If only I could lend my legs for today so you could play soccer, do splits and ballet. 
Run up the stairs and then slide down!
Make snow angels, jump rope, and run into the wind. 
The parachute pulling against your skin!
Let your toes get wet when you run through a puddle.
Wrap them up warm after playing in the snow.
Ride my bike, do a cartwheel, ride a skateboard at night. 
Run and slide and skip and jump; all the things on the playground you just know by sight. 
And finally to snuggle up with your mom at night, legs wrapped around her, oh so tight.
If only I could, I’d share my legs from morning ‘til night. 
 

Create your poem or letter of diversity.  Think about everything that you have learned from the 
Celebrating Diversity program over the last six weeks.  How has the program changed how you see 
yourself?  How has the program changed how you see other people? Do you feel like you can make 
a difference?  If so, how?  Once you have written your answers down, use them to create a poem or 
letter telling people what you want to share about diversity.  Share your finished product with your 
classmates, family, and friends and remember to celebrate diversity every day! 
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