
Lesson 4: Rubik’s Cube
Culture is the main component of diversity because it reflects astonishing differences 
in people. A person can be defined by culture in many ways. He or she can be tied to 
culture by language, community, religion or traditions. Mahatma Gandhi once said, “No 
culture can live if it attempts to be exclusive.”  This teaches us that we must learn to 
accept and respect the variations among us as a global community. 

Here is how high school students from Mercy School expressed their view of culture 
and diversity:

“Twist, turn and flip; these are the main actions 
involved in solving a Rubik’s Cube. Made up of six 
vibrant colors, the Rubik’s Cube is played all over the 
world by millions of people. The inspiration for our 
project came from this vividly mixed cube. Though 
we are not as simple as shapes and colors, we are 
“mixed”, socially connected and culturally diverse. 
By putting together eight recognizable cultures on 
a Rubik’s Cube, we show that we are able to live 
together in harmony and adapt to one another’s 
cultures. On each one of the colored squares of 
the Rubik’s cube, different aspects of culture are 

represented: traditional faiths, languages, festivals, food, clothing and sports. The hands of 
various colors that hold up the earth signify that it takes more than one hand to keep 
the world together and this shows that we are united. We are not afraid to stand alone, 
nor are we afraid to stand together because we all support our world. At the bottom 
of the project, the world is represented on a map full of harmonious words in various 
languages.”

Recreate the Mercy School’s Rubik’s Cube in your classroom. Using a blank Rubik’s 
pattern, or a shape of your own, choose categories that everyone in the classroom can 
identify with. Some examples could include favorite TV show, favorite type of music, 
favorite color, favorite historic event, favorite country, etc. Then, each student should 
draw a picture or simply write out the answer to each category on the corresponding 
side of the Rubik’s Cube. When you’re done, talk about the similarities and differences 
that appear. In what ways is your classroom diverse? In what way is everyone alike? How 
does this compare to your school, city, state and country?
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