
1. Spark change by creating your own Census! With your 
class, chose an issue relevant to you, either in your school 
or your classroom that you would like to change. Some 
examples of issue might include, the selection of books in 
your school library, availability of vending machines, how 
free time is spent in your classroom or the activities you are 
allowed to do at recess. Then, work with your classmates to 
create and distribute a Census with questions relevant to that 
issue. When all of your questionnaires have been completed, 
analyze the data as a group and work to create a report 
of your findings with an action plan of how to positively 
implement the changes you feel are necessary. Present your 
findings to your teacher or principal. 

2. Compare the socioeconomic status of schools in two different cities – yours and one other. 
How does the socioeconomic status of each school impact resources and financial aid your 
school gets?

ACTIVITIES

Lesson 1: The United States Census
Every ten years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts the U.S. Census. Using a 10-question 
survey, the government counts every person who currently lives in the United States. By law, 
every household must fill out a Census form. Even if someone is in the country illegally, they 
are required to complete the Census form. 

Why? 
The data collected through the Census is used at community, city, state and federal levels of 
decision making. This information is used to help the federal government decide how much 
money different parts of the U.S. should get, which therefore greatly impacs jobs, education 
and economics, just to mention a few. 

Does it cost money? 
It is estimated that the U.S. Census Bureau will spend $14 trillion dollars on the 2010 
Census, making it the most expensive Census ever conducted in the U.S. even taking 
inflation into account. The first Census, which was conducted in 1790, cost just $44,000. 

How do people feel about it? 
Some people feel that the Census is an invasion of privacy and a waste of money. People 
living in the country illegally often fear the information will be used against them. However, 
others feel their information will directly improve their neighborhoods and state and 
support the process.
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