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Lesson 1: POETRY
Poetry is one of the most imaginative of 
literary expressions. A poem makes its effect 
through both the sound and imagery of the 
language. Together with the poem’s theme, 
the sound and imagery evoke emotion in the 
reader and listener.

The Sound: Some literary historians believe 
poetry was originally fused with music in 
song. When the words were separated from 
music, the musical rhythms were replaced 
with spoken rhythms when being performed 
out loud. Just like music, poetry has a beat 
and a rhythm (called meter) that comes from 
the combination of stressed and unstressed 

syllables of words in the poem. The use of rhymes in more traditional poetry 
also emphasizes this rhythm. 

The Imagery: The pictures that come in our mind as we read or listen to a 
poem is imagery. These images can also be symbols or metaphors. A symbol 
represents both itself and something more profound. For example, a tree 
in a poem may also represent life or nature. Metaphor always compares an 
idea or object with something else. Shakespeare’s “Shall I compare thee to a 
summer’s day?” is one of the most famous poetic metaphors.

Read a favorite poem out loud to friends. Have your friends close their 
eyes and focus on listening. It’s a good idea to read the poem more than once 
while you and your audience consider the following questions:

• What is the theme of the poem? 
• What images are evoked by the poem?
• Does the poem use symbols and metaphors? Explain.
• What emotion do you feel after reciting or hearing this poem?
• How does the inherent rhythm of the language affect your reaction to    
   the poem?

Visit nie.newsok.com to review the Elements of Poetry and discover other resources 
and activities for Teen Read Month. Plus, learn how to write a Haiku poem! For a lesson 
on song lyrics, be sure to check out the October 13 edition of The Oklahoman! 

the Power of Poetry
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Lesson 2: SONG LYRICS
It is no coincidence that words in songs are 
called “lyrics.”  The definition of “lyric poetry” 
at Dictionary.com is “a type of emotional 
songlike poetry.”  In the previous lesson, 
we learned that poetry probably had its 
beginnings in music.  Indeed, Ancient Greek 
lyric “odes” were poems composed to be 
sung to the lyre (an instrument similar to a 
harp). Today, songwriters continue the long 
tradition of combining lyrical poems with 
musical accompaniment. 

Poetry vs. Song Lyrics:  Writer and art 
patron, Carla Starrett, says poems and lyrics 
are similar yet different art forms. She writes, 

“both poems and song lyrics rely on the potent use of language; both engage 
readers and listeners on an emotional level; and both require a skilled use of 
word sounds and rhyming.” Concerning the differences, Starrett says poems 
can have their own structure and be any length, where lyrics must be concise 
and work with the rhythm and structure of the music. Ultimately, poems must 
be read or recited, while lyrics must be sung.

Activities:

• Read the lyrics of a favorite song as if you were reading a poem. Do the 
lyrics work as poetry? Have the lyrics lost any meaning without music? 
Did you discover some new meaning by reading the lyrics alone?

• Give the lyrics to a friend who is unfamiliar with the song and ask them 
to read the lyrics out loud. Do the lyrics work as poetry for this person? 
Play the song and ask the person how his/her feelings changed about 
the lyrics when heard with music. 

• Find the official video to a favorite song on YouTube or a similar source.  
How do the visuals relate to the lyrics of the song? How does the video 
director’s vision of the song differ from yours? 

   Visit nie.newsok.com for additional activities and be sure to read the  
   October 20 edition of The Oklahoman to learn more about music! 

LYRICS: THE POETRY OF MUSIC
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Lesson 3: A WORLD OF MUSIC
Music can be sounds you hear wherever you 
go, be it in the industrial city, the rhythmic 
waves on the beach, or the wind in the trees. 
In exploring non-traditional ways to make 
music, you can travel the world and discover 
music being made everywhere you go.

Music You Make
While music is most commonly made by 

combining instruments and voice, music can be made using only the voice. 
Singing without instruments is known as A Capella. Beyond singing without 
instruments, other types of music can be made with your mouth, voice, 
or objects just lying around. Research the online reference databases at 
your school or public library for more information about the innovators and 
influence of the styles of music listed below. 

Beatboxing: Hip-Hop performers who don’t have percussion instruments 
available often make percussive sounds by using their mouth. A combination 
of lips, tongue and air can make sounds that enhance a song. Beginning 
beatboxing is a combination of the sounds of the letters “p”, “b” and “t”.  
Wikihow gives you tips on how to beatbox: www.wikihow.com/Beatbox

Scatting:  Improvise with your vocals by using random sounds, syllables 
or no words at all. Singers make up melodies and rhythms along with the 
music, creating another instrument with their voice. Ella Fitzgerald was known 
for being a master of scatting. “Minnie the Moocher” by Cab Calloway is a 
famous song. The scatting portion provides audience participation.

Found Instrument: Similar to found object art, found instruments are objects 
that are used every day and transformed into musical instruments. The Blue 
Man Group makes use of objects to make their instruments. Try making your 
own instrument from objects you find.

You’ll find more resources for beatboxing, scatting and found instruments online at 
nie.newsok.com. Also, look for the final Teen Read Month lesson on musical pioneers 
in the October 27 edition of The Oklahoman. 

MUSIC IS EVERYWHERE
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Lesson 4: MUSICAL PIONEERS

“If a man does not keep pace with his companions, 
perhaps it is because he hears a different 
drummer. Let him step to the music which he 
hears, however measured or far away.” 
 – from Walden by Henry David Thoreau.

Innovators: Musicians who took the music 
that came before them and “turned it on its ear,” or 
tried something completely new, are the innovators 
and pioneers of music. Their imagination, 
determination, dedication and personal vision 
changed the music we listen to today. Examples of 

these musical pioneers include Beethoven in classical music, Elvis Presley in 
rock and roll, Aretha Franklin in soul music, and Madonna in pop music. 

• Who do you think are today’s musical pioneers? What makes their   
 music stand apart from others? In what ways have these pioneers   
 changed popular music? 

• Think of a current musical pioneer.  Can you guess what other   
 musicians inspired this person?  Why do you think that?

• Using the online reference databases available at your school   
   or public library, make your own list of musical pioneers. For each   
 person (or group) list the musical genre (type of music), artist   
 name, and how they changed music.

• Make a musical family tree. Start with a favorite musician and follow  
 his or her influences, writing the names on the tree. See how far        
   back in music history you can go.

• Read a biography or magazine articles about a musical pioneer. List  
 the ways this artist changed music. In turn, can you list ways that 
   the musical life changed the artist?

Visit nie.newsok.com for additional questions and activities, and to review a list of 
Musical Iconoclasts. Find out if your favorite musician is on the list. 

Following a different drummer


