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Flags are common symbols used to illustrate a 
country, nation or tribe’s unity and allegiance.

State flags usually show a wide variety of regional 
influences, local history, styles and
designs. Oklahoma’s first official flag wasn’t 
adopted until 1911. This flag had a five-pointed 
white star on a field of red. The number “46” 
stood inside the star, referring to Oklahoma’s 
position as the 46th state to enter the union. 
Following the Russian Revolution in 1917, the 
color and star began to be too closely associated 
with symbols of Communism.

In 1924, the Daughters of the American
Revolution held a contest to choose a new flag. They wanted a new design 
that more uniquely represented the diversity of Oklahoma.

    
  Mrs. Louise Fluke, Jr., of 
Oklahoma City designed the 
current flag and won, and the State 
Legislature officially adopted it on 
April 2, 1925.

Fluke’s flag honors more than 60 
groups of Native Americans and 
their ancestors. It prominently 
displays an Osage warrior’s shield 

made from buffalo hide with seven eagle feathers hanging from the lower 
edge. The eagle feather fan stands for the authority of high office in clan 
or tribal affairs. Six white crosses decorating the shield are Native American 
signs for stars, representing high ideals. Superimposed over the shield 
are symbols of peace and unity from the culture of the Native American 
and European-American settlers in the territory—a red-bowled calumet or 
ceremonial peace pipe and the olive branch. The sky blue field surrounding 
the shield is borrowed from an old Choctaw flag from the Civil War.

Today, the flag remains a symbol of a united people and an example of 
their solidarity.

1. Think about Oklahoma’s unique history and what it means to you. 
     Design your own flag representing Oklahoma and its people.

2. Take a look at the Oklahoma State Flag and the objects decorating it. 
     Write a creative story about the flag and the objects.
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The Choctaw Indian Nation traces its ancestry to Mississippi and some 
sections of Alabama. Legends tell that the Choctaw people originated 
from “Nanih Waya”, a sacred hill near what is now known as Noxapter, 
Mississippi. “Nanih Waiya” means “Productive Mound” and is often referred 
to as “The Mother Mound”.

The Choctaw was the largest tribe belonging to the branch of the 
“Muskogean” family, which includes the Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole. 

They were mainly a farming and hunting people with an advanced system 
of government consisting of many towns and a central general council. 

Eventually, in 1830, the Choctaw signed the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek with the U.S. which gave them title to what are now the southeastern 
counties of Oklahoma in return for their 10 million acres in Mississippi. They 
were the fi rst tribe to journey the devastating “Trail of Tears”. 

The Flag
The Flag of the Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma is an evolution of 
several fl ags used by the tribe 
since 1860. During the Civil War, 
the Choctaw became the fi rst 
tribe to have a fl ag. All the fl ags 
have featured the Great Seal of 
Choctaw which has changed over 
time to have different colors and 
more detail. 

Take a look at the current Choctaw fl ag and its Seal and symbols. Compare 
it to the Civil War Choctaw fl ag below. Compare their symbols and structure. 
How are they different? How are they the same?

This fl ag was the fl ag used by 
Choctaw troops fi ghting for the 
Confederacy during the Civil War. 

This fl ag was also the eleventh 
state fl ag of Oklahoma. 

Why did the Choctaw support the 
Confederacy during the War?
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Jim Thorpe was born in 1887 in a one-room 
cabin near Prague, Oklahoma. His mother was 
a Pottawatomie Indian and descendant of the 
last great Sauk and Fox chief Black Hawk, a 
noted warrior and athlete. His Indian name, 
Wa-Tho-Huk, translated to “Bright Path”. 

After excelling in sports through school, 
Thorpe sailed with the American Olympic 
team to Antwerp, Belgium, for the 1912 
Olympic Games at age 24. He blew away 
the competition and set records that would 
stand for decades. King Gustav V presented 
Thorpe with his gold medals for both 

accomplishments. “Sir,” he declared, “you are the greatest athlete in the 
world.” Thorpe, answered simple and honestly, “Thanks King.” 

Thorpe moved on to play 
baseball for the New York 
Giants and Cincinnati Reds. 
During much of his baseball 
years, Thorpe was also 
immersed in professional 
football. Additionally, he was 
instrumental in forming the 
American Professional Football 
Association, and eventually 
became the president of the 
group. Through the years, 
the association evolved into 
today’s NFL. 

Thorpe was also quite vocal with matters of Indian affairs. He was a public 
speaker in later years and even led an all-Indian song and dance troupe 
entitled “The Jim Thorpe Show.” 

About the flag
The seal featured on the flag of the largest of the three Sac & Fox Tribes in 
the U.S. acts as a tribute to two great members of their nation – the great 
warrior and leader Black Sparrow Hawk, and the great 20th century athlete 
Jim Thorpe.  Above the hawk emblem are five Olympic rings recalling 
Jim Thorpe. 

List the events Jim Thorpe participated in during the Olypmics. What 
happened to Jim’s medals? Why? Why were they restored?
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A brief history
The Potawatomi were part of large group of Algonquian-speaking people 
who occupied the Great Lakes region from prehistoric times that included 
the Chippewa, Ottawa and Potawatomi.  

Over 500 years ago, the Potawatomi lived in Michigan and had established 
a distinct tribal identify. The name “Potawatomi” comes from the term the 
Chippewa applied to them, meaning “people of the place of the fire,” since 
they retained the original council fire once shared by all three tribes. Some 
of the Potawatomi spread to Wisconsin and Indiana.

During the removal 
period in the 1830s, 
the Mission Band of 
Potawatomi was forced 
to leave their homelands 
in Indiana and march 
across four states to 
Kansas. From 1838–1861, 
the Mission Potawatomi 
lived with the culturally 
very different Prairie 
Potawatomi on a reserve 
in Kansas. In a treaty 
with the U.S. in 1867, the Mission Potawatomi sold their Kansas lands for 
lands near present-day Shawnee in Indian Territory and took U.S. citizenship. 
They then became known as the “Citizen Potawatomi.” Today the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation is the ninth largest tribe in the U.S. with over 27,000 
members. 

About the flag
The Citizen Potawatomi have had several flags since moving to Indian 
Territory. The current flag was designed in the mid 1990s. At the center 
of the seal on a white background is the “Council Fire” from which they 
get their name and which has become a symbol of warmth, friendship 
and wisdom. Under the fire is their name for themselves, Neshnabe or 
“True People.”

Research the different bands of the Potawatomi, including the Mission and 
Prairie Potawatomi. Describe what each group of people (each band of the 
tribe and colonists) might have been thinking and how they were feeling 
as the tribe was pushed westward. Compare and contrast the life styles of 
each group.
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