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University of Decomposition
A compost bin is nature’s recycling 
center. Throw in a banana peel and 
after a while it transforms into a nice 
rich soil-like substance perfect for use 
in the garden, called compost. Some 
people say, compost just happens; but 
how does compost “just” happen? The 
answer is in a teaspoon of dirt.

A teaspoon of dirt contains BILLIONS 
of microscopic organisms which go to 
work decomposing organic matter they 
come into contact with. These critters 
are called decomposers, and yes they 
will eat bug carcasses and dog poop, 
but they also eat leaves, trees, old tires 
and your homework.

You might think decomposition is a 
gross topic, but without decomposition, 
we would be surrounded by all of the 
organic matter we have ever tried to 
throw away. Now that would be gross!  
In a compost pile, we harness the power 
of decomposers. Through physical and 
chemical processes they break down 
wastes into THE best fertilizer around: 
compost. By doing this, decomposers 
help us not only improve our garden soil 
and grow great veggies, but they help 
us reduce the amount of garbage we 
put into the landfills. 

Get Your Degree in Rot
Making compost is easy. Toss some 
grass clippings and food scraps into a 
pile and wait six months. Decomposers 
will find your pile and break it down. But 
who wants to wait that long?! If you treat 
your decomposers right, you can have 
fully cooked compost in eight weeks. 

Compost piles are decomposer 
condominiums. If you make it nice 
for them, they will move in and invite 
their friends and relatives over for a 
(microscopically) massive party. They 
will eat, excrete wastes and reproduce 
at such a fast pace, that your pile will 
literally steam with the activity. Before 
you know it your pile will shrink to 1/3 
its original size and the decomposers 
will be moving on and looking for a new 
place to party.


