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• 650,000 butts dropped in OKC every day
   (based on the estimated number of smokers
   from OK County Health and the estimated
   percentage of dropped cigarette butts from
   Keep America Beautiful)

• Each butt contains 9 to 30 mg of poisons like
   arsenic, ammonia, cadmium (battery acid),
   nicotine and more

• That means that 5 ½ gallons of those poisons
   are released into our environment every day

WORLD yourknow
E N V I R O N M E N T A L   H E A L T H   A N D   A W A R E N E S S

There is no doubt about it; cigarette butts are 
making a huge impact on the environment 
and local economies. Although not traditionally 
recognized as a form of litter, opinions are 
shifting as many citizens and local communities 
have realized the impact these small butts are 
causing. The reality is, cigarette butts are now 
the most littered item in America! 

Cigarette butt littering is unique for a number of 
reasons. It is often found at “transitions points” 
where someone might naturally stop to smoke; 
for example, an alleyway, back door entrance, 
or bus stop. Research also shows that if a 
garbage can or ash receptacle of some sort 
is not easily accessible; smokers are more 
likely to litter their butts, lighters, packs and 
any additional materials. Today, over 65% of 
cigarette butts become litter. 

Why do people litter cigarette butts? 
Many smokers have misconceptions regarding 
cigarette butt littering and its impact. Because of 
the size of each butt, people often assume that 
“one butt won’t matter”. Over 80% of smokers 
claim they would properly dispose of their butts 
if receptacles were readily available; however, 
when there are none around, smokers are 
instead littering on sidewalks, streets, out of cars 
and into drains.

But they are so small, why should we worry 
about them?
The numbers are staggering. In Los Angeles, 
California alone, it is estimated that over 600,000 
butts are thrown on the ground each month, 
totaling over 7 millions butts each year. Imagine 
what the total for Los Angeles, Chicago, and 
New York City combined would be!

As more laws regarding smoking have been 
passed, smoking has moved outdoors. 
Although good for businesses, local parks, 
city streets, and other public areas are seeing 
an increase in butt litter. There is also a cost 
to businesses, city governments and clean-
up crews as additional resources are needed 
to remove the butts. As litter moves into local 
waterways and into the mouths of the wildlife, 
there is a great environmental impact as well. 

Is there hope?
YES! The good news is that with awareness 
comes change. As the impact of cigarette waste 
is realized and truly felt by individual citizens 
and local communities, many are being stirred 
to action. Local and national programs have 
been created to educate others about cigarette 
litter, inspire action and plan for prevention. 

Small Item, large Impact 
cigarette butts

Activity: 
Research the impact cigarette butt littering is having on your 
state and local communities. What is being done in your 
community to address, educate and prevent cigarette butt 
litter? What can you do to make a difference?

Cigarette Butt Facts:


