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For over 30,000 years, people have been using 
graffiti as a form of communication; however, the 
graffiti used today is much different than the cave 
drawings of our ancestors as graffiti is now used 
to promote conflict, violence and destruction of 
property. According to the Bureau of Justice, 
graffiti is the most common form of property 
vandalism experience in America today. Graffiti is 
illegal and is not ok under any circumstance!

What is the impact of graffiti?
The impact of graffiti is universal; it hurts everyone. 
For some, the impact of graffiti is direct as the 
value of homes and neighborhoods decreases, 
crime increases and the perceptions of safety 
are lowered. Economically speaking, the impact 
of graffiti is staggering. The best form of graffiti 
prevention is removal within 24-48 hours. To do 
this, governments must pay to continually monitor 
and remove graffiti; this in turn costs citizens 
money through taxes. In Oklahoma, the cost 
of graffiti removal can reach over $1,500,000 
dollars annually and in Oklahoma City, there is 
a city ordinance that states that it is unlawful to 
allow graffiti to remain on the premise. It is the 
responsibility of the property owner to remove the 
graffiti immediately; because of the vandalism 
to their property, the removal becomes an 
unfortunate expense.
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Oklahoma City, Did You Know?
• If caught vandalizing through graffiti, the average 
offender is asked to pay an average of $2,172.55 
in restitution and could be placed on probation. 
They can also be sued in civil court for three times 
that amount.

• Police take pictures of all reported graffiti and 
keep in on file. If a vandal is caught, they can be 
charged for graffiti they did up to three years ago.

• If the total damages caused by graffiti (can 
include multiple incidents) add up to more than 
$1,000, you could be charged with a felony.

• Any graffiti that is used to target a person or 
group because of color, race, national origin, 
sexual orientation, religion or disability is 
considered a hate crime and will typically result in 
a felony charge.

• Annually, the estimated cost of graffiti removal in 
Oklahoma City is over $500,000 for Oklahoma City 
Public Schools and over $1 million dollars to the 
city and local economy.

• The average age of an offender is 17 years old.

Further Study:
Contact local government agencies and non-profit 
organizations to gain a clear understanding of the 
issue of graffiti vandalism in your area. Are there 
programs in place to deter graffiti? Do you perceive 
graffiti to be a problem in your community? What can 
you do to help stop the spread of graffiti?

Graffiti is a crime and is taken extrememely seriously. 
Research the penalties for graffiti in your community 
including fines and sentencing. Do you think these 
penalties are too strong or not strong enough? 
Support your answer.


