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Students of All Ages:
 Your adventure is about to begin! Within these pages you will become a “Geo-Detective” exploring the six 
countries of Oklahoma. Yes, countries! Within Oklahoma you’ll be traveling to unique places or regions called 
“countries.” Maybe you’ve heard of “Green Country” with its forests and specialty crops, or “Red Carpet Country,” 
named for the red rocks and soil formed during the ancient Permian age. Each region or country you visit will have 
special interesting themes or features, plus fun and sometimes challenging activities that you will be able to do.
 You will notice each country or region can be identifi ed by natural, economic, historic, cultural, geographic and 
geological features. The three maps you see on this page are examples of maps you might need for future Geo-
Explorations. As a Geo-Detective having fun with the following activities, you’ll experience being a geographer and a 
geologist at the same time! So for starters, visit these websites and enjoy your Geo-Adventure:

http://education.usgs.gov     http://www.ogs.ou.edu     http://www.census.gov     http://www.travelok.com/site/links.asp

Gary Gress, Geographer        Neil Suneson, Geologist
Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education     Oklahoma Geological Survey

Indian Nations of Oklahoma 1889 - Before and after the Civil War, 
tribal boundaries were constantly changing due to 
U.S. government policies. Eventually the Eastern and Western 
tribes merged into a state called “Oklahoma,” meaning 
“(land of) red people.”

Oklahoma's 10 Geographic Regions - These regions refl ect both 
physical features (topography) and soils. Oklahoma is one of few states 
with so many special areas.

Geological Resources Map of Oklahoma - Oil and gas have been 
produced in Oklahoma for more than 100 years and coal has been 
mined for more than 125 years. In 2008, Oklahoma produced more 
gypsum than any other state in the country.
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Arbuckle Country includes 10 of Oklahoma’s 77 
counties. Arbuckle Country also lies within the 
historic boundaries of the Chickasaw and the 
Choctaw Nations.

          

Interstate 35 runs north and south through Arbuckle 
Country. Atoka, the county seat of Atoka County, was 
once a stop on the historic Butterfi eld Overland Stage 
Road—the route of the fi rst transcontinental United 
States mail. Today, U.S. 69 takes a southwest to 
northeast course from the Red River—the southern 
boundary of Arbuckle Country—through Atoka on its 
way to southeast Kansas. U.S. 77 parallels Interstate 35 
throughout its course in Arbuckle Country. The 17-mile 
Chickasaw Turnpike off ers a shortcut between Ada and 
the Sulphur/Davis area.

Visitors to Arbuckle Country can experience four distinct 
ecoregions, ranging from the central great plains in the 
north to forests in the southeast. Roughly in its center lie 
Oklahoma’s Arbuckle Mountains, containing some very 

old rocks, such as 1.4-billion-year-old Tishomingo Granite. 
The Arbuckles reach approximately 35 miles east-west and 
10 to 15 miles north-south. Much of the mountain range 
is located in northern Carter County and southern Murray 
County. Geologists and students from around the world 
travel here to study these unique formations and their 
rich fossil beds.

The Washita River, the Red River and the Blue River fl ow 
through Arbuckle Country. This country also includes 
the Chickasaw National Recreation Area. Located 
near Sulphur, it is the only national recreation area in 

Oklahoma. The Chickasaw National Recreation Area is 
an ecotone, or meeting place, where two diff erent 
ecosystems overlap. Here, the eastern deciduous 
forest meets mixed-grass prairie.

          

Further to the west, Arbuckle Country also encompasses  
some of Oklahoma’s rich heritage in oil and gas production. 
Within the boundaries of Arbuckle Country are sites that 
echo the state's energy heritage and history. Healdton, in 
western Carter County, was the site of the Healdton fi eld. 
At its peak in 1916, it produced some 95,000 barrels of 
crude oil per day.  

Coalgate is the county seat of Coal County, named for the 
former major industry in the county.

Destinations Oklahoma: Arbuckle Country

Turner Falls in the Arbuckle Mountains near Davis. (CIMC photo)
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Oklahoma has a combined shoreline that is longer than 
the Atlantic seaboard. Lakes, lakeside parks and resorts 
and recreation areas characterize Arbuckle Country. 
Some of Oklahoma’s most popular lakes for swimming, 
boating and fi shing are here, including Lake Texoma,                                                                                                                                          
Lake Murray and Lake of the Arbuckles. Lake Texoma 
is one of the two largest lakes between the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Great Lakes. (The second lake also is 
in Oklahoma. It is Lake Eufaula in Green Country and 
Kiamichi Country.)

Speaking of . . . Arbuckle Country

When you hear these words, you know someone is 
talking about Arbuckle Country:

“Arbuckle Mountains”
“Stratford peaches”
“Turner Falls”
“Toy & Action Figure Museum”
“Lake Texoma”
“Brickfest”
“Fort Washita”
“Arbuckle Wilderness”
“National Striper Festival”
“Magnolia Festival”
“Chickasaw National Recreation Area”
“Oklahoma Shakespeare Festival”
“Chickasaw Nation”
“Gene Autry”
“Lake Murray”
“Choctaw Nation”
“Tucker Tower” 
“Arbuckle-Simpson Aquifer”
“Alfalfa Bill Murray”
“Falls Creek”

Talk of the Towns

Some of the cities and towns in Arbuckle Country include:

Ada    Lone Grove
Ardmore   Madill
Atoka    Pauls Valley
Coalgate   Stratford
Davis    Stringtown
Durant   Sulphur
Healdton   Tishomingo
Lindsay   Wynnewood

Using the information found at the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area website at www.nps.gov/chic, design 
a brochure for water activities in Arbuckle Country.  
What types of water activities could you promote for 
the Chickasaw National Recreation Area? Why is this 
area known as a “transition zone” and why does that 
make this area unique?
 
Look for additional activities in Destinations Oklahoma Lesson 1 in 
The Oklahoman!

Lincoln Bridge, Chickasaw National Recreation Area. (CIMC photo)
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Frontier Country includes 12 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties. 
Frontier Country also encompasses all or part of multiple 
tribal jurisdictions. They include the Absentee Shawnee, 
Cheyenne-Arapaho, Chickasaw, Citizen Potawatomi, 
Iowa, Kickapoo, Muscogee (Creek), Pawnee, Sac & Fox 
and Seminole tribes, as well as the Alabama Quassarte, 
Kialegee and Thlopthlocco tribal towns. Several counties 
in this area are named for tribes, including Pottawatomie 
County (in honor of the Potawatomi tribe) and Seminole 
County (originally a part of the Seminole Nation).

          

A part of Oklahoma's African-American heritage also is on 
view in Frontier Country. In Langston, visitors to Beulah 
Land Cemetery will see grave markers of town founders 
and former slaves—reminders of the town’s early history 
as one of the all-black towns in Oklahoma Territory.

The community of Boley, on U.S. 62 in Okfuskee 
County, was one such all-black town. It was founded in 
1903 by African-American railroad workers. The town 
attracted residents from other southern states who saw 
the community as a refuge from oppression. Although 

the commercial district was 
booming in the 1910s, Boley’s 
growth was cut short by crop 
failures in the 1920s and the 
Great Depression in the 1930s. 
Many town residents left and 
did not return. Boley now has 
about 1,000 residents.

            

Major transportation routes of 
the past and present crisscross 
Frontier Country. The central 
stretch of historic Route 66 in 
Oklahoma reaches east to west 
across Lincoln, Oklahoma and 
Canadian Counties. Interstates 
35 (north-south) and 40 
(east-west) intersect in Oklahoma City, making Frontier 
Country the “crossroads of America.”

The historic Chisholm Trail cattle drive route of the 
frontier West—today’s U.S. 81—runs through Canadian 
and Grady counties. Oklahoma has some 220 miles of the 
historic trail between the Red River in the south and the 
Kansas border in the north. Tourist Information Centers in 
Frontier Country are located on Interstate 40 in Midwest 
City and on Interstate 35 north of Oklahoma City.

          

Frontier Country’s Oklahoma County is where the 
Oklahoma State Capitol sits. The site was chosen in 1915, 
on land donated by William Freemont Harn, an early 
developer of Oklahoma City and John James Culbertson. 

Destinations Oklahoma: Frontier Country 

A vintage sign along historic 
Route 66 in Stroud (CIMC photo)
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It is the only state capitol with an oil well on its 
grounds. Although Governor Robert Williams moved 
into the capitol building in 1917, construction of the 
state capitol dome was not started until 2001 due to 
the cost. The dome was fi nally completed in time for 
Statehood Day on November 16, 2002.

          

Visitors to Frontier Country encounter a landscape 
having features of both the central great plains and 
the cross timbers ecoregions. It is a landscape of prairie 
grasses and scattered hills between the less rugged 
regions to the west and the more hilly oak savanna to 
the east. Oil and gas wells are common. The Canadian, 
North Canadian and Cimarron Rivers traverse the 
landscape of Frontier Country. (The name “Cimarron” 
means wild or unruly in Spanish.)

Speaking of . . . Frontier Country

When you hear these words, you know someone is 
talking about Frontier Country:

“Bricktown”
“National Weather Center”
“Route 66”
“Oklahoma City National Memorial”
“State Capitol”
“National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum”
“Stockyards City”
“State Fair of Oklahoma”
“Chisholm Trail”
“Rush Springs watermelon”
“Tinker Air Force Base”
“National Softball Hall of Fame”
“Boley Rodeo”
“Run of 1889”
“Rose Rocks”

Talk of the Towns

Some of the cities and towns in Frontier Country 
include:

Boley    Okemah
Chandler   Oklahoma City
Chickasha   Purcell
El Reno   Seminole
Guthrie   Shawnee
Holdenville   Stillwater
Norman   Wewoka

What is Route 66 and why is it important in Oklahoma 
and U.S. history? Using the website http://www.
route66university.com/maps/oklahoma.php, can you 
name the three counties in Frontier Country that are 
home to historic Route 66? In what city is the Route 66 
Museum located? 

Look for additional activities in Destinations Oklahoma Lesson 2 in 
The Oklahoman! 

One of the Centennial Crossing sculptures in the land run monument, 
south of Bricktown in Oklahoma City. (CIMC photo)
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Great Plains Country includes 14 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties. 
Great Plains Country also encompasses all or part of 
multiple tribal jurisdictions. They include the Apache, 
Arapaho, Caddo, Cheyenne, Chickasaw, Comanche, 
Delaware, Kiowa and Wichita & Affi  liated tribes.

          

Major transportation routes of the past and present 
form the rough boundaries of Great Plains Country in 
the north and east. Historic Route 66 and Interstate 40 
shadow one another across the north. The Chisholm Trail 
cattle drive route—U.S. 81—runs along the eastern edge. 
The southern boundary of Great Plains Country is the 
Red River and its western edge is the Texas state line. 
Tourist Information Centers in Great Plains Country are 
located on Interstate 40, between the Texas state line and 
Sayre, in Beckham County; and on Interstate 44, north of 
Walters, in Cotton County.

          

As visitors enter Great Plains Country, they most often see 
a landscape of scattered hills, low mountains and sandy 

fl ats characteristic of the central great plains ecoregion. 
Traveling toward the east, the landscape becomes the 
wooded low hills, ridges and plains of the crosstimbers 
region. Heading west, visitors encounter the more rugged 
hills, canyons, plains and mesas of the southwestern 
tablelands. The Wichita Mountains are located in Great 
Plains Country. The Washita River and the Red River 
traverse the landscape of Great Plains Country. Besides 
the Red River itself, three of its tributaries—the Elm Fork, 
the Salt Fork and the North Fork of the Red River—fl ow 
through Great Plains Country.

Three high spots rise above Great Plains Country. Each 
is over 2,400 feet high. These spots are Antelope Hills in 
northern Roger Mills County, Mount Scott in the Wichita 
Mountains of northern Comanche County and Quartz 
Mountain in Greer and Kiowa Counties. The Antelope 
Hills once marked the boundary between the United 
States and Mexico.

          

The landscape of the Great Plains Country is also the 
perfect setting for some of Oklahoma's numerous ghost 

Destinations Oklahoma: Great Plains Country

Scenery within the Wichita Mountains. (CIMC photo)
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towns. A “ghost town” is a town that has disappeared 
completely or has suff ered a drastic drop in its population.

In Great Plains Country, places like Binkman in Greer 
County, Cornish in Jeff erson County and Meers in 
Comanche County fi t that defi nition. Still identifi ed 
on the offi  cial state map, these communities today 
are mostly reminders of the lives once lived there. 
Meers remains well-known for its hamburgers and an 
Oklahoma Geological Survey seismograph station. 

Speaking of . . . Great Plains Country

When you hear these words, you know someone is 
talking about Great Plains Country:

“Wichita Mountains”
“Route 66 museums”
“Bison”
“Southwest Oklahoma”
“Black Kettle”
“Ft. Sill”
“Battle of the Washita”
“Geronimo”
“U.S. Army Field Artillery Center and School”
“Oklahoma spaceport”
“Meers burgers”
“Chisholm Trail museums”
“Quartz Mountain”
“Quanah Parker”
“Prairie dog towns”
“Texas Longhorn cattle”
“Rattlesnake round-ups”
“Indian City USA”
“George Armstrong Custer”
“Mount Scott”
“Altus Air Force Base”
“Red Rock Canyon”
“Meers Store”

Talk of the Towns

Some of the cities and towns in Great Plains Country 
include:

Altus    Hollis
Anadarko   Lawton/Ft. Sill
Cheyenne   Lone Wolf
Clinton   Mangum
Cordell   Meers
Duncan   Sayre
Elk City   Walters
Frederick   Waurika
Hobart   Weatherford

Using the index page of the Web Atlas of Oklahoma 
at www.okatlas.org/okatlas/index.htm, you will see 
that the geology of the Great Plains dates back many 
years. Find the maps that allow you to answer the 
following questions.

1. Rocks of which four geologic ages (periods) occur in 
Great Plains country? 

2. Describe a geologic fold and fault. Are there any 
faults in Great Plains Country? If so, in what counties 
are they located?

Look for additional activities in Destinations Oklahoma Lesson 3 in 
The Oklahoman! 

Bison in the Wichita Mountains. (OKAGE photo)
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Green Country includes 18 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties.  
Green Country also encompasses all or part of multiple 
tribal jurisdictions. They include the Cherokee, Eastern 
Shawnee, Modoc, Miami, Muscogee (Creek), Osage, 
Ottawa, Pawnee, Peoria, Quapaw, Seneca-Cayuga, 
Shawnee, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokees and 
Wyandotte tribes.

          

Visitors will encounter seven ecoregions in Green 
Country, giving this region one of the most diverse 
landscapes in Oklahoma. A mixture of rolling plains, low 
hills, tallgrass prairie and oak-hickory forest characterize 
the center of Green Country from north to south. To the 
west, visitors will encounter a more rugged landscape 
as the plains and prairies give way to the eastern red 
cedar and oak forests of the crosstimbers region that 
characterizes much of central Oklahoma. A wedge of the 
grasslands and stony soils of the Flint Hills dips down 
from Kansas to the north. To the east, visitors experience 
more of Green Country’s natural oak-hickory and oak-
hickory-pine forests, wooded hills and ridges and native 
bottomland forest. The Arkansas, Canadian, Illinois and 

Verdigris are major rivers in Green Country. The Illinois 
River is a designated scenic river. The historic Cimarron 
River of the frontier West briefl y enters Green Country 
before it joins with the Arkansas River north of Mannford.

          

The landscape of Green Country includes 
features that are unique in Oklahoma—and 
in America. The Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, 
in Osage County, covers more than 39,000 
acres and represents the largest protected 
remnant of tallgrass prairie on Earth. With 
over 600 miles of shoreline, Lake Eufaula in 
McIntosh County is the largest lake located 
entirely in Oklahoma. Green Country is 
also home to the head of navigation along 
Oklahoma’s “waterway to the world.”

From the Port of Catoosa, northeast of 
Tulsa—one of the largest and most inland 
river ports in America—the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River 
Navigation System is a 440-mile route for shipping all 
the way to the Gulf of Mexico and beyond. Completed by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1971, the McClellan-
Kerr uses 18 locks and dams along the Verdigris River, 
Arkansas River, Arkansas Post Canal and the White River. 
This system creates a “staircase” of water to move barges, 
usually in blocks of eight barges (each barge being 35 feet 
wide and 195 feet long), to the Mississippi River. Named 
for Arkansas Senator John McClellan and Oklahoma 
Senator Robert S. Kerr, the McClellan-Kerr handles an 
average of 13 million tons of cargo each year. Its location 
allows the waterway to remain operational all year.

The landscape of Green Country also encompasses the 
Ozark Plateau National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge 

Destinations Oklahoma: Green Country

A skyward view 
of Price Tower in 

Bartlesville, designed 
by Frank Lloyd 

Wright. (CIMC photo)
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was formerly called the Oklahoma Bat Caves National 
Wildlife Refuge because of the number of endangered 
bat species found there.

          

The old Texas Road, used heavily during the Civil War 
(1861–1865), became the East Shawnee Trail in 1866 and 
was one of the fi rst cattle trails to cross the area. Today, 
a network of state and U.S. highways, historic routes 
and turnpikes crisscross Green Country. Major east-west 
routes across Green Country include State Highway 10 
and U.S. 60 in the north and Interstate 40 in the south. 
Major north-south routes include U.S. 75, U.S. 59, U.S. 69 
and U.S. 169, as well as State Highways 48, 99 and 82. 

Speaking of . . . Green Country

When you hear these words, you know someone is 
talking about Green Country:

“Philbrook Museum of Art”
“U.S.S. Batfi sh”
“Tallgrass Prairie”
“Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame and Museum”
“Sequoyah”
“Will Rogers Memorial”
“Frank Lloyd Wright”
“Lake Eufaula”
“Oklahoma State Championship Chili Cook-Off ”
“Woolaroc”
“Tom Mix”
“Gilcrease Museum”
“Five Civilized Tribes Museum”
“Pawnee Bill”
“Art Deco”
“Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame”
“Frank Phillips”
“Nellie Johnstone No. 1”
“Glenn Pool”

Talk of the Towns

Some of the cities and towns in Green Country include:

Bartlesville   Pryor
Claremore   Sallisaw
Eufaula   Sapulpa
Jay     Stilwell
Miami    Tahlequah
Muskogee   Tulsa
Nowata   Vinita
Okmulgee   Wagoner
Pawhuska   
     
    

Caves in Oklahoma are found in karst topography and 
have very specialized ecosystems, including endangered 
species. What is karst topography? Where in Green 
Country do you fi nd karst topography? How did the 
karst topography develop in Green Country and what is 
the age of the rocks found in the formation? What do 
you know about caves and their inhabitants?  

Look for additional activities in Destinations Oklahoma Lesson 4 in 
The Oklahoman! 

The Tulsa Union Depot in downtown Tulsa, an example of PWA-style Art Deco 
and now home to the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame. (CIMC photo)
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Kiamichi Country includes 7 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties. 
Visitors will experience three ecoregions in Kiamichi 
Country. In the north, the landscape may be the most 
diverse, presenting a mosaic of plains, fl oodplains, 
hills, terraces and scattered mountains. At the heart of 
Kiamichi Country lie the Ouachita Mountains. These 
low, forested mountains of oak, hickory and pine include 
the largest remaining tract of unharvested old growth 
oak-shortleaf pine habitat in America. The red-cockaded 
woodpecker, an endangered species, also lives here.

The Ouachita Mountains are one of the few mountain 
ranges in America that run east and west. Hernando De 
Soto’s party of explorers from Spain crossed these rugged 
yet scenic mountains in 1541. French expeditions came 
later, leaving behind their language in the names of places 
in the region. (The name “Ouachita” is the French spelling 
of a Native American word meaning “good hunting 
ground.”) In the shadow of the Ouachita Mountains, 
Cavanal Hill near Poteau is often called “the world’s tallest 
hill” at 1,999 feet.

To the south, visitors encounter the edge of the southern 
coniferous forest belt. This region is the home of the bald 

cypress tree, a relative of the redwood. These trees, which 
can grow to heights of 80 to 100 feet and live for hundreds 
of years, provided a raw material for drums, canoes and 
housing to the early Choctaws. Kiamichi Country’s Muddy 
Boggy Creek—and the Blue River 
in Arbuckle Country—are the only 
uncontrolled waterways in Oklahoma 
that fl ow into the Red River on their 
way to the Gulf of Mexico. As a result, 
estuarine fi sh and the American eel 
are found here. The lower Red River in 
Kiamichi Country fl ows that direction 
but is impeded by Lake Texoma. The 
Poteau River is the only Oklahoma river 
that fl ows northward.

          

Long before statehood, Kiamichi 
Country was a transportation crossroads 
and a witness to America’s westward 
expansion. The Butterfi eld Overland 
Mail Route from St. Louis to San Francisco began after a 
contract was signed in 1857 for delivering the mail. The 
route was one of the fi rst transcontinental links between 
east and west. It cut through what is today Kiamichi 
Country, where stops included the homes of prominent 
members of the Choctaw Nation in places like Skullyville, 
in present-day LeFlore County and in Red Oak, now 
in Latimer County. These stops allowed for meals and 
changes of horses. Local blacksmiths also kept the horses, 
mules and wagons on the move.

          

The Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center, north of Poteau 
in LeFlore County, is Oklahoma's only archaeological park. 

Destinations Oklahoma: Kiamichi Country

Looking up from below a 
cliff in Robbers Cave State 

Park. (CIMC photo)
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Its 150 acres encompass 12 southern mounds containing 
evidence of the ancient inhabitants who occupied 
the site from the years 850 to 1450. The area was the 
center of a culture that infl uenced the entire American 
southeast. Many people consider the Spiro Mounds one 
of the most important archaeological sites in America. 
The Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center conducts 
special guided tours during the summer solstice in June, 
the winter solstice in December and the vernal equinox 
in March. Archaeologists explain the history of the 
mounds’ excavation and why some of the mounds line 
up for the solstice and equinox sunsets.

          

Today, Kiamichi Country remains a crossroads. The 
Indian Nation Turnpike crosses north to south along 
its western edge. State Highway 1, entering Kiamichi 
Country from west of McAlester, continues to the 
Arkansas state line. State Highway 3, which reaches 
northwest all the way to the Colorado state line, travels 
through Kiamichi Country from west of Antlers to the 
very southeastern tip of the state, just east of Tom. U.S. 
70 reaches across the southern edge of Kiamichi Country 
and heads west across much of southern Oklahoma.

Speaking of . . . Kiamichi Country

When you hear these words, you know someone is 
talking about Kiamichi Country:

“Alligators”   “Choctaw Nation”
“Fall foliage”   “Runestone”
“Italian Festival”  “Swamp rabbit”
“Talimena Drive”  “Robbers Cave”
“Jack Fork Mountains” “Ouachita Uplift”
“Cavanal Hill”  “Bald Eagles”
“Acrocanthosaurus”  “Winding Stair Mountains”

Talk of the Towns

Some of the cities and towns in Kiamichi Country 
include:

Antlers   McAlester
Broken Bow   Pocola
Hartshorne   Poteau
Heavener   Stigler
Hugo    Spiro
Idabel    Valliant
Krebs    Wilburton

Kiamichi Country is well known for its mountains and 
forests. Perform an Internet search on the term “Little 
Dixie” in Oklahoma. Why is that term used today for 
Oklahoma’s Kiamichi Country?

Look for additional activities in Destinations Oklahoma Lesson 5 in 
The Oklahoman! 

Fishing in Beavers Bend Resort Park near Broken Bow. (CIMC photo)



13

Red Carpet Country includes 16 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties.  
When Oklahoma Territory was established in 1890, 
numbers designated the fi rst seven counties and counties 
added later were designated by letters. For example, Blaine 
County—originally known as County “C”—takes its name 
from James G. Blaine, a U.S. senator and presidential 
candidate. Another Red Carpet Country county, Cimarron 
County, is the only county in America that is bordered 
by four states: Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico and Texas. 
Kenton, in the far northwest of the county, is the only 
town in Oklahoma within the Mountain Time Zone (one 
hour earlier than the rest of the state, which is within the 
Central Time Zone).

Red Carpet Country encompasses all or part of multiple 
tribal jurisdictions. They include the Arapaho, Caddo, 
Cheyenne, Delaware, Kaw, Otoe-Missouria, Ponca, 
Tonkawa and Wichita & Affi  liated tribes.

          

Visitors will encounter three ecoregions in Red Carpet 
Country. Most of Red Carpet Country has the landscape 

of the central great plains. Red rocks of the Permian Age, 
low mountains and scattered hills and salt plains and 
sand dunes characterize this landscape. The Glass (or 
Gloss) Mountains, which formed millions of years ago, 
rise just south of the Cimarron River in Major County. 
Heading west toward the Panhandle, the scenery changes 
to the high plains and to the more rugged southwestern 
tablelands of canyons, buttes and mesas. This scenery 
rivals that of New Mexico and Arizona, without being 
as massive. Three major rivers—the Cimarron River, the 
North Canadian River and the Canadian River—cross 
the landscape of Red Carpet Country. Black Mesa, in the 
northwest corner of Cimarron County, is the highest point 
in Oklahoma at 4,973 feet.

The salt plains near Jet in Alfalfa County are an unusual 
geological area. The 
11,000-acre area is nearly 
fl at with a thin crust of 
salt. This formed when 
waters from ancient 
Permian formations 
evaporated, depositing 
thick layers of salt. 
Groundwater travels 
through the salt-saturated 
sand and reaches the surface, 
where it evaporates, leaving 
the crust of salt.

The concentrated saline solution combines with gypsum 
to promote selenite crystal growth in a portion of the salt 
fl ats. Selenite crystals in the Salt Plains National Wildlife 
Refuge have a dark design that resembles an hourglass in 
their centers. This shape is only found at the Salt Plains 
in Oklahoma's Red Carpet Country, earning the hourglass 
selenite the title of state crystal.

Destinations Oklahoma: Red Carpet Country

Little Sahara State Park, south of Waynoka, 
has more than 1,600 acres of sand dunes 

between 25 and 75 feet high. (OKAGE photo)
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Indispensable to the early settlers in Red Carpet 
Country was the windmill. The windmill brought 
a scarce resource—water—to the surface using an 
abundant resource—the prairie winds. The Shattuck 
Windmill Museum and Park in Shattuck displays dozens 
of rare and restored windmills from 1870 to 1970 .

          

State Highway 3 crosses Red Carpet Country east to 
west from Kingfi sher to the Colorado state line. U.S. 
64 travels along the northern edge of Red Carpet 
Country. A state tourist welcome center is located on 
Interstate 35 near Blackwell in Kay County. Local tourist 
information centers are located in Guymon, Woodward 
and Enid.

Speaking of . . . Red Carpet Country

When you hear these words, you know someone is 
talking about Red Carpet Country:

“Black Mesa”   “Pioneer Woman”
“Alabaster Caverns”  “Panhandle”
“Northwest Passage” “Coronado”
“Selenite crystal”  “Santa Fe Trail”
“Chisholm Trail”  “Roman Nose”
“Great Salt Plains”  “Cherokee Strip”
“Cow chip throwing” “Glass Mountains”
“Little Sahara”  “E.W. Marland”
“Rattlesnake round-ups” “101 Wild West Rodeo”
“Land Run of 1893”  “Buff alo wallows”
“Harvey House”  “Ogallala aquifer”
“Bat fl ights”   “Sod House Museum”

Talk of the Towns

Some of the cities and towns in Red Carpet Country 
include:

Alva    Freedom
Arnett    Guymon
Beaver   Kingfi sher
Blackwell   Ponca City
Boise City   Slapout
Buff alo   Tonkawa
Enid    Waynoka
Fairview   Watonga
Fort Supply   Woodward

Imagine you are going on a scavenger hunt around Red 
Carpet Country. Mark on a map where you would have 
to go to fi nd these souvenirs.

1. The only U.S.  city to be bombed during World War II.
2. Tracks made by a dinosaur with a hip height of   
 about 6 feet and body length of about 25 to 30 feet.
3. A picture or autograph of George Armstrong Custer.
4. The dairy sample that is the main product from a   
 festival in this Red Carpet Country town.
5. About 14,000 of 22 diff erent species of bats that   
 hibernate here.

Look for additional activities in Destinations Oklahoma Lesson 6 in 
The Oklahoman!

Part of Oklahoma’s frontier heritage on display in Ellis County. 
(courtesy Shattuck Windmill Museum and Park)
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