
Brian Doyle was born to Hulbert and Charlotte 
Duff Doyle in Ottawa, Canada, in 1935.  He 
grew up in two houses, his family’s home 
in Ottawa where he spent time during the 
school year and a log cabin home about 
40 miles north of town where he spent his 
summers.  Doyle graduated from Carleton 
College with a Bachelor of Arts in 1957 and 
then attended Ottawa University for graduate 
studies.  With a sometimes-cruel father and 
an overwhelmed mother, Doyle grew up in a 
difficult home environment, experiencing the 
heartache of losing his eight-year-old sister. 
Brian had always enjoyed reading comic books 
and childhood classics such as Heidi and The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and at the age 
of 10 decided he wanted to become a writer.  

Many of Doyle’s books are coming-of-age stories about 
teens as they confront personal conflict and social inequality, 
drawing on their own strengths to come to terms with the 
turmoil that surrounds them.  Growing up with a sister 
who had disabilities led Doyle to include several disabled 
characters in his books.  His first book, Hey Dad!, was 
published in 1978.  He has written ten more books including 
Angel Square, one of his most recognized works, which has 
won numerous awards and was placed by Quill & Quire on a 
list of the “Top 20 Canadian Kids Books.”

In 2005, Brian Doyle was named the winner of the NSK Neustadt Prize for 
Children’s Literature from the University of Oklahoma and World Literature Today.

Reflection:

 Research Brian Doyle.  What other people, places and events from 
 Doyle’s life influenced his writing?  How have Doyle’s characters with  
 disabilities shaped his legacy?  Are there any other authors who  

consistently include characters with disabilities in 
their books?
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