
My name is Vinh Nguyen.  I came from VN (Vietnam) after the war.  Some 

people ask me where did I come from.  I reply shortly, I am an OKIE.  I 

consider myself as an OKIE because it has been 34 years since the fall of 

Saigon, I live in Oklahoma and only Oklahoma.   
 

Then I began my new life.  Two major groups of immigration outline the 

Vietnamese American history.  Following the fall of Saigon on April 30, 

1975, which marked the end of Vietnam War, the first wave of 125,000 

Vietnamese citizens immigrated to the United States.  The second wave of 1 

million of Vietnamese immigrants began in 1978, lasting until the mid-1980.   

I belong to the first group along with around 8,000 other Vietnamese who 

came to Oklahoma City.  Then in 1980, after so many years in communist 

reeducation camp, the second group of 7,000 Vietnamese refugees came to 

Oklahoma.  Together as of today the number of Vietnamese Americans 

reaches 17,000 to 20,000. Vietnamese immigrants in Oklahoma are classified 

in 3 categories:  the unskilled people normally doing labored jobs, the skilled 

people such as doctors, pharmacists, engineers, accountants, computer 

specialists and next is most of Vietnamese live and do business among other 

Vietnamese.  This Vietnamese-American businesses are generally family-

funded, family-managed, and family-employed.  Vietnamese American 

entrepreneurs attribute much of the success they have obtained as immigrants 

in America.  The Vietnamese American small businesses primarily 

concentrated in the service and retail sectors.  Within a quarter of a century, 

Vietnamese American entrepreneurship has experienced an admirable 

amount of growth.  Time will tell how the next generation of Vietnamese 



American entrepreneurs – the majority of which will be American-born – 

will affect the face of Vietnamese American entrepreneurship.  The Asian 

District has been built.  This includes from North to South at NW 23 to NW 

30th and from West to East 

from Blackwelder St. to Western Avenue.  
 

In 1990 we regroup in one block and elect a governing board to oversee the 

day to day duties of the community.  Our mission is to provide service and 

assistance to every low-income Vietnamese immigrants and refugees and 

help them to assimilate to their new home and thus becoming productive 

members of our society.   
 

Our goal is to unite and strengthen the Vietnamese community, to promote 

and preserve the Vietnamese heritage, culture and traditions, to raise enough 

funds to increase the number of services we currently offer to the 

community, specially our Youth Division, to continue to sponsor and 

promote more cultural events such as the Vietnamese New Year celebration, 

the Children Festival, the Founding Father ceremony and the Mourning Day 

to remember those who died for their country.  Right after the war thousands 

of former soldiers, government officials were put to the communist 

reeducation camps.  As they recalled in their camps experience the 

Vietnamese communists forced them to do very hard work, and they were 

malnourished.  The diet included only a half pound a day of corn, sweet 

potatoes, or rice.  Many died in the camps and the rest of about 1,000,000 



Vietnamese were sponsored to the United States through the agreement 

between two governments, Vietnam and United States.   
 

After nearly 3 decades of struggle and sacrifices, the Vietnam War ended.  

Affecting thousands of people, the fall of Saigon not only represented a 

defeat for democracy, but it also represented an end to westernized way of 

life. This is not only a tragedy for the Vietnamese people but also for the 

United States.  Now we live in an area when freedom truly is on the march 

around the world.  The liberation of Afghanistan and Iraq, the religious 

freedom and the civil right in Vietnam are not isolated incidents, but part of 

promising trend that has freed hundred of millions of people from tyranny.  

We trust and hope that these are just the first chapter that lead to the 

liberation of Vietnam.  Two million Vietnamese have come to the shore of 

America and abroad in the past seeking freedom and justice they could not 

find at home.  Among those almost 20,000 have chosen Oklahoma for their 

new home.  We are proud to be citizens of Oklahoma.  We never forget 

58,000 US servicemen died for the freedom of Vietnam, never forget 3 

million Vietnamese from both side, Communist and Non-Communist 

sacrificed for their country. 
 

In 32 years, Vietnamese in Vietnam live under strict government control.  

Although journalists are occasionally able to report on corruption by 

government officials, direct criticism of the Party is forbidden.  Foreign 

media representatives are required to obtain authorization from the Foreign 

Ministry for all travels outside Vietnam.  Several dissidents and democracy 



activists have been arrested during the last several years on criminal charges.  

Legislation remains in force of anyone suspected of violating national 

security, with no need for judicial approval.  Right now the government 

maintains strict control over access internet.  It blocks websites considered 

political sensitive and strictly bans the use of the Internet to oppose the 

government, disturb national security and social order, or offended the 

“traditional way of life”.  Decision 71 issued by the Ministry of Public 

Security in January 2004, requires Internet users at public cafes to provide 

personal information before logging on and has increased the pressure on 

Internet café owners to monitor customers’ email messages and block access 

to banned websites.  The government bans independent religious associations 

and permits religious activities only approved and controlled by the 

government. 

 

The United States re-established diplomatic relations with Vietnam in 1995 

and approved a bilateral trade agreement with Vietnam in 2001.  In 2004 the 

US House of Representatives approved the Vietnam Human Rights Act, 

which would link future increase in non-humanitarian aid in progress on 

human rights.  As of today the Senate had not approved the legislation.  In 

2003 the US States Department cancelled its annual human rights dialogue 

with Vietnam because of lack of concreted results.  In September 2004 the 

US State Department considered Vietnam a “Country of Particular Concern” 

because of what it called Vietnam’s severe violations of religions freedom.” 

    


