
As you have already learned, assistive technology is anything that 
makes doing something easier. For example, a ramp outside a build-
ing makes it easier for a person who uses a wheelchair to enter the 
building. A hearing aid helps someone with a hearing impairment 
hear better and a crosswalk signal that beeps makes it safer for a 
person with a visual impairment to cross the street.  

Have you ever thought 
about why the elevator 
beeps every time you 
pass a fl oor or what the 
little bumps on the eleva-
tor buttons and signs are 
for? What about smoke 

alarms that have fl ashing lights, in addition to the loud alarm noise? 
Or, why do some TV’s show the words people are saying, in addition 
to being able to hear what the actors are saying? The answer is as-
sistive technology. All of these examples make something easier for 
someone. Although it might not be you, there is someone who is 
benefi ting from all the assistive technologies mentioned.  

Activity: 

1. As a class, take a walk around the outside of your school and then 
walk through the halls and the rooms inside, such as the cafete-
ria and gym. What types of assistive technology can you fi nd just 
by looking? Is there some place you think assistive technology of 
some form should be added? Do you feel your school has done 
a good job of making people with disabilities feel welcome, safe 
and independent through the use of assistive technology? Why 
or why not? 

2. Is there anything you do that you fi nd diffi cult? Draw a picture 
of yourself doing your activity and think about a way to make it 
easier? Share and discuss your idea(s) with your class. 
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