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Activity: ExplorE SymboliSm
pArt 1: vocAbulAry

Symbol - a visual image that stands for or represents something else

Symbolism - the practice of representing things by symbols, or of investing things with a symbolic meaning or 
character

Symbolic - serving as a symbol for something ($ is symbolic of money)
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Activity: ExplorE SymboliSm

pArt 2: ExplorE SymboliSm in Art

A symbol is an object or a picture that stands for 

an idea.For example, a heart can stand for love, 

a lion or a sword can represent power, and the 

color red or a frowning face can symbolize anger. 

Many artists use symbols in their artwork.

This is a mixed media painting by Oklahoma 

Artist Tony Tiger. The painting is titled Indian 

Falls Creek and was part of an exhibit in the 

Capitol’s East Gallery in April of 2010.

The repetitive triangular patterns towards the top 

of the painting are reminiscent of the clothing 

worn by the American Indian tribe Sac & Fox.
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Indian Falls Creek
by Tony Tiger

The circular patterns towards the bottom of the 
painting were created by the artist himself. It is 
his symbol for life. The smaller red dots in the 
center are symbolic of body; the blue circles 
represent the mind; and the larger gold circles 
stand for spirit. Body, mind, and spirit together 
represent life.

Honor, Serve, and Protect by Robert Taylor and is 

rich with the use of symbols. The painting depicts three 

historical peace offi cers from Oklahoma Territory and 

Indian Territory including Quanah Parker, Bass Reeves, 

and Franklin “Bud” Ledbetter. These men helped create the 

foundation for law in the territories that would become the 

State of Oklahoma. The painting represents the diversity of 

Oklahoma’s historical law offi cials.

The painting is presented as a triptych (a work of art 

divided into three sections). Each section represents the 

three chosen peace offi cers standing on a boardwalk in 

front of a territorial trading post and jail. The men rise from 

the foundation just a these three men in their unique ways 

represent the foundation of Oklahoma law as it grew out of 

the rich history of Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory. 

Below the boardwalk is a symbolic archeological dig with 

artifacts that identify with the 

above fi gure, a visual history. 

The wheels at the bottom 

are the wheels of justice that 

bind the trio in oath, “Honor, 

Serve, and Protect.”

Honor
Honor is represented by Quanah Parker. Parker 
served as a Comanche chief, territorial judge, 
and deputy sheriff in Lawton, Oklahoma, always 
honoring his tribal roots.
1.  Albino buffalo tail amulet given to Parker by 
Wild Horse to honor his vision

2.  Tanned buffalo hide with images of signifi cant 
life events for Parker

3.  Eagle feathers- representing search for truth

4.  Law book- also representing search for truth

5.  Buffalo skulls representing the buffalo 
culture and the Buffalo War of the 
late 1800s

6.  Parker’s vision and shield

7.  Judge’s gavel- symbolizing his time 
served as a judge

8.  Conquistador helmet, the beginning 
of new culture

9.  Wheel of justice
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Serve
Serve is represented by Bass Reeves. A former slave, 
reeves served as a deputy U.S. marshal throughout 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory and later devoted his 
life to the service of others, working as a police officer 
in Muskogee, Oklahoma.

 1. President Abraham Lincoln (responsible for 
freeing the slaves)

 2. Bars of a jail cell- where prisoners serve time
 3. Boley, Oklahoma Rodeo
 4. A wanted poster with an image of an outlaw 

represents the work Reeves did as a marshal.
 5. Lawman wage scale
 6. Pistol
 7. Wheel of Justice
 8. Creek Indian medicine bag- representing an 

attempt on Reeves life by a Creek medicine 
man

 9. Knife
 10. Slave manacles
 11. The peace medal with the scale of justice 

represents the lawman’s order to carry out 
his duties.

 12. Saddle and drinking gourd
 13. Rifle
 14. Handcuffs
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protect
Protect is represented by Bud Ledbetter. 
Throughout his career in law enforcement, 
Ledbetter worked as a Wells Fargo guard, 
a federal marshal, and the police chief in 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma. He is honored here for his 
life-long commitment to protecting Oklahoma’s 
citizens.

1.  Map of Oklahoma Territory
2.  Contemporary outlaw poster
3.  Movie poster for which Ledbetter played a role
4.  Rifle - representing Ledbetter’s skill as a 

marksman
5.  Wheel of Justice
6.  Indian horse dance stick, horseshoe, and spur
7.  Telescopic spy glass
8.  Wells Fargo strong box
9.  Carrie Nation’s hatchet and shattered moon-

shine- denoting Ledbetter’s crusade to keep 
liquor out of Indian Territory
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Beyond the Centennial by Carlos Tello uses symbolism to 
illustrate Oklahoma’s history and future. Oklahoma symbols, 
such as Osage shield from the state fl ag, the state bird, animal, 
and tree can be seen in the mural. In addition, symbolism found 
in color and expression assists in the story.

1. Leroy Gordon Cooper of Shawnee and William R. Pague of 
Okemah were among the original seven U.S. astronauts. Other 
U.S. astronauts from Oklahoma include Owen K. Gariott of Enid, 

Dr. Shannon Lucid of Oklahoma City, Stuart A. Roosa of 
Claremore, and Thomas P. Stafford of Weatherford.

2. Oklahoma’s state motto “Labor Conquers All” is illustrated 
here by workers. The motto originally appeared on the seal 
of Oklahoma Territory. In 1907, the motto was incorporated 
into the state seal.

3. The Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City 
was bombed by a domestic terrorist, killing 168 people on 
April 19, 1995. Here, a fi reman is seen assisting the victims 
of the bombing.

4. Oklahoma is the third largest gas-producing state in the 
nation.
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5. Oklahoma has key industries in aerospace, agriculture, 
bioscience, manufacturing, computer science, energy, 
nanotechnology, sensors, health, and education. These science 
and technological advances continue to drive our economic future.

6. Oklahoma has more man-made lakes than any other state with 
more than one million surface acres of water and 2,000 more miles 
of shoreline than the Atlantic and Gulf coasts combined.

7. The dust bowl of the 1930s, caused by high winds and severe 
droughts, forced many Oklahoma families to flee for healthier 
conditions.

8. The Barite Rose Rock, Oklahoma’s state rock, is found only 
in a streak of rock that runs north and south through the middle 

of Oklahoma. The rock is a reddish-brown stone that 
resembles a rose in full bloom.

9. Oklahoma has the largest American Indian population of 
any state. Many of the 252,420 American Indians living in 
Oklahoma today are descendants of the original 67 tribes 
inhabiting Indian Territory. Thirty-nine of the American Indian 
tribes currently living in Oklahoma are headquartered in the 
state.

10. The American Buffalo, or Bison, is Oklahoma’s state 
animal. The Bison is a massive animal that weighs from 
800 to 2,000 pounds and stands nearly six feet high at the 
shoulder. A large head, high hump on the shoulders, and 
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dark brown shaggy hair characterize the animal.

11. Grasses grow in abundance in Oklahoma. Bluestem, buffalo, 
sand lovegrass, and grama grasses are native, with the bluestem 
found mostly in the eastern and central regions, and buffalo grass 
most common in the western counties, known as the “short grass 
country.”

12. Oklahoma’s state bird, the Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher, is a 
somewhat quiet bird with beautiful plumage and a long sleek tail 
that is twice as long as its body. The deeply forked tail resembles 
a pair of modern scissors.

13. Unassigned lands of Oklahoma were claimed and established 
by way of land runs, a race to stake a claim on the lands.

14. Oklahoma’s state tree, the Redbud, grows in the valleys 
and ravines of Oklahoma. In early spring, its reddish-pink 
blossoms brighten the landscape throughout the state.

15. Oklahoma has a rich fossil record which can be found 
from Cimarron to McCurtain counties. Oklahoma’s official 
state fossil, the Saurophaganax, along with other dinosaurs 
have been found in Cimarron county near Black Mesa. 
Dinosaur footprints can even be seen today preserved 
in sandstone just north of Kenton. Oklahoma’s official 
dinosaur, the Acrocanthosaurus-Atokensis, has been found 
in McCurtain and Atoka counties.
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part 3: Discuss
The following activities and discussion points will help student explore 
and understand symbolism through exploration of the mural Beyond 
the Centennial.

As a class, review what a symbol is and identify examples of symbols 
in Beyond the Centennial. Explain to students that a symbol brings to 
mind an idea. Over the years, a symbol tends to take on a meaning 
related to its history, function, or appearance. For example, Mrs. 
Louise Funk Fluke, the designer of the Oklahoma state flag, knew 
that for most Native Americans a calumet (peace pipe) represents 
peace; likewise, an olive branch represents peace to most European-
Americans. Criss-crossed together on the flag, these objects 
symbolize peace between Native Americans and European settlers.

Ideas can also be gradually transferred to an object over time. In this 
way, an object can take on new, sometimes unintended meanings. 
Tornados are violent and dangerous storms that occur often in 
Oklahoma. They can destroy miles of land within moments and can 
cause fear in many people. But, over time tornados have become a 
proud symbol of Oklahoma. Sports teams, mascots, and business 
in Oklahoma use images of the tornado. The tornado, or twister, has 
come to be a symbol of strength, courage, and power. When you 
think about a tornado, you may simply think about a dangerous and 
scary storm, or you may think of your favorite sports team, or you 
may have personal feelings about tornados based on your owns 
experiences. Symbols can mean different things to different people.
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part 4: the universal “Every man” 
Lead a class discussion about the central section of the mural.
	 •		What	does	the	central	figure	in	the	painting	symbolize?
	 •		Why	are	his	arms	raised?
	 •		Why	is	he	facing	up?
	 •		What	is	he	holding?
	 •		Why	isn’t	there	much	detail	on	the	man?
	 •		Why	is	the	man	orange?
	 •		Why	is	he	in	the	middle?

Read a brief excerpt from the mural’s description:

The mural culminates in the center with the universal “Every Man” who represents 
every Oklahoman. Carrying the state in his hands, he metaphorically lifts Oklahoma, 
represented by the state’s outline and Osage shield emblem from the state flag, 
upward into our boundless future.

part 4: identify Symbols 

Ask the students identify as many symbols as they can in Beyond 
the Centennial. Have them identify each object and what that object 
symbolizes. Write their list on the chalkboard or large piece of paper.

More Oklahoma symbols may be found in your Oklahoma History textbook 
or through internet research. Have the class to continue to identify 
symbols of Oklahoma that are not in the mural.

Disburse the list of symbols among individual students or groups. Each 
student or group gets one symbol. Ask the students to further research 
their symbols and write a one page description about the symbol. Include 
descriptive facts, meanings, and how the symbol properly represents 
Oklahoma.

part 5: create a Symbol 
Ask each individual student to create a symbol which represents them. 
Have them draw it on a piece of paper and then describe the symbol and 
how it relates to them. Each student may present their symbol to the class.
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Activity: Dynamic collages inspired by 
Jacob lawrence 
Using the visual art medium of collage, students will recreate one of the 
portraits discussed in the style of noted African-American painter Jacob 
Lawrence.

Students will:
	 •		Become	acquainted	with	the	artistic	technique	of	collage.

	 •		Be	introduced	to	the	work	of	noted	African-American	painter	Jacob	
Lawrence.

	 •		Analyze	the	paintings	of	notable	African-Americans	from	Oklahoma	in	
the Capitol Art Collection.

	 •		Create	their	own	original	artwork.

pASS objectives Addressed:
Grade 4 - the Arts High School - visual Arts
Standard 1: 1,2,3,4 Standard 1:1,2 

Standard 2: 3 Standard 3:1,3

Standard 3:1,2,3 Standard 4:2
materials
Black, white, or gray construction paper (12” X 18”) for each student

Various colors of construction paper (9” x 12”)

Scissors

Glue

Sketch paper

Pencils
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vocabulary
Background - part of the picture plane that seems furthest from the viewer 

usually in the upper portion of the image.

Collage - twentieth-century technique of making art in which various materials, 

such as paper, photographs, fabric, string, etc., are pasted on a flat surface.

Composition - arrangement of objects, shapes, colors in a work of art.

Foreground - part of the picture plane that seems closest to the viewer, 

usually in the lower portion of the image.

Middle ground - area of a picture between foreground and background

Medium - material used by an artist to produce a work of art. May also refer to 

the liquid mixed with pigment to make paint.

Palette - (1) A tray or board on which colors of paint are mixed. (2) The set of 

colors used by an artist in a work of art.

Repetition – This term refers to a way of combining the elements of art so that 

the same elements are used over and over again. For example, a certain color 

or shape might be used several times in the same picture.

introduction
A. Notable African-Americans from Oklahoma
 Begin the lesson by introducing the student to the notable 

African-Americans from Oklahoma who are included in the 
Capitol Art Collection. This includes:

	 •		Edward	P.	McCabe

	 •		Albert	Comstock	Hamlin

	 •		Benjamin	Harrison	Hill

	 •		Roscoe	Dunjee

Resources are linked to each painting which offer details and information to 

help the teacher guide a class discussion about the artwork.

Ask the students:

	 •		What	is	similar	about	each	of	these	people?

	 •		What	is	different	about	them?

	 •		Why	do	these	people	deserve	to	be	recognized	in	the	Capitol	
Art	Collection?

B.  Jacob	Lawrence

Next, introduce the students to Jacob Lawrence.

Jacob Lawrence was an African-American painter who 
concentrated on depicting the history and struggles of African-
Americans. His work often portrayed important periods in 
African-American history. Lawrence is said to have been the most 
celebrated African-American painter in the country.

Lawrence described his distinct style as “dynamic cubism.” He 
was most recognized for his limited color palettes and simple 
compositions. The colors he used were bold and reflected those 
of his home of Harlem. Repetition of shape was often an important 
element used in his compositions.

Like the subjects of the portraits associated with this activity, 
Lawrence also overcame racial discrimination. In 1941, Lawrence 
became the first African-American artist whose artwork was 
included in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA) in New York City, where he had a solo exhibition in 1944.

In addition to his accomplishments as an artist, Lawrence was 
also enlisted in the United States Coast Guard and served with 
the first racially integrated crew in World War II.

Ask the students:

	 •		How	is	Jacob	Lawrence	similar	to	the	Oklahomans	we	

discussed	earlier?

	 •		How	is	he	different?

C.		The	Artwork	of	Jacob	Lawrence

Introduce the students to Lawrence’s artwork through the 
following links. Explore several of Lawrence’s works.

Jacob Lawrence: The Migration Series by The 
Phillips Collection

Jacob Lawrence: Exploring Stories by Whitney 
Museum of American Art

The Life and Art of Jacob Lawrence Teacher’s 
Manual by the New Orleans Museum of Art

Ask the students:

	 •		What	is	Jacob	Lawrence’s	artwork	about?

	 •		Why	did	the	artist	make	artwork	about	these	subjects?

	 •		Would	Jacob	Lawrence	have	been	an	appropriate	artist	
to create paintings about the Oklahomans we discussed 
earlier?

	 •		Why	or	why	not?

D.		The	Artistic	Style	of	Jacob	Lawrence
Next, steer the class discussion towards Lawrence’s artistic style. 

Ask the students:

	 •		What	is	similar	about	each	of	Lawrence’s	paintings?

  (bold colors, repeated colors, strong shapes, repeated 
shapes, strong lines, little detail)

Focus on one painting from The Migration Series to explore the 
artistic style. Ask the students:

	 •		Is	the	artwork	composed	using	a	vertical	or	horizontal	layout	
and	why?	(Most,	but	not	all	portraits	are	done	in	a	vertical	
format; and most, but not all landscapes are done in a 
horizontal format.)

	 •		What	is	in	the	background?

	 •		What	is	in	the	middle	ground?

	 •		What	is	in	the	foreground?

	 •		How	does	the	artist	distinguish	between	the	“grounds”?	(by	
varying the size of the shapes, from smallest in background 
to largest in foreground)

	 •		What	shapes	do	you	see	repeated	in	the	painting?

	 •		Why	do	some	shapes	overlap?	(to create depth through layers)

E.		Collage

Now introduce the students to the artistic style of collage. Explain 
that collage is medium in which to create a work of art. Collage 
comes from the French work coller which means to glue.

In many collages, artists layer shapes, color, and other items onto 
a single surface to create a multi-layered composition with the 
illusion of depth. In collage, there is often a background, middle 
ground, and foreground. Explore various works of collage such 
as Peter Blake’s On the Balcony, the illustrations for The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, and Newspaper and Fruit 
Dish by Juan Gris. A variety of examples can be found by doing 
an internet image search.

With the class, look again at the Jacob Lawrence painting you 
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discussed in part D. Ask the class to imagine that instead of paint, 
the artwork was made up of individual colored shapes layered to 
make up the final composition. For instance, if you were looking 
at In the North the Negro had better educational facilities, the 
dresses would be made up of the following colored shapes:

Other shapes for the girls’ bodies, hair, chalkboard, and wall 
would also be needed for the composition.

Look again at the painting you discussed earlier. Ask the students:

	 •		How	would	the	artist	create	the	illusion	of	depth	with	the	flat	
shapes?	(by	layering	and	overlapping	the	shapes	to	create	a	
background, middle ground, and foreground)

	 •		In	what	order	do	you	think	the	artist	would	place	the	
individual	shapes	onto	the	paper? 
(background to foreground)

	 •		How	would	the	artist	know	where	to	place	the	items? 
(He would probably make a sketch with pencil first to 
visualize the pieces and their placement on the paper.)

Create
A.  Instruct the students to choose a painting from the following list to create a 
Lawrence-style collage:

	 •		Edward	P.	McCabe

	 •		Albert	Comstock	Hamlin

	 •		Benjamin	Harrison	Hill

	 •		Roscoe	Dunjee
B.  Guide the students in creating their collage using the following steps:

 1. Study the painting they chose and think about what shapes 
make up the background, middle ground, and foreground.

 2. Think about what shapes make up the features of the face, 
such as the nose, eyes, mouth, and ears.

 3. Sketch a rough draft of the picture you will construct from 
cut paper. Pay careful attention to the size and placement of 
each object.

 4. Begin with a piece of black, white, or grey construction paper 
(12” x 18”) on which you will attach all the other shapes. This 
will act as your background. Decide the orientation of your 
picture (landscape or portrait).

 5. Cut the main pieces first, such as the head, neck, and 
shoulders, and decide on their placement.

 6. Glue the main shapes onto the large piece of construction 
paper.

 7. Experiment with pieces that will make up the features of the 
face and clothing. Practice overlapping the pieces to create a 
sense of space or depth. Change the size and/or placement 

of the pieces as needed.

 8. Glue all the shapes to complete the collage.

Use the questions on the Final Analysis and Criticism PDF to assess the 
students’ knowledge of the artist, art techniques, as well as the subject of their 
art. In addition, the following links will guide you through formal assessment 
and critique:

Formal	Visual	Analysis:	The	Elements	&	Principles	of	Composition

Teaching Students to Critique

	Art	Critiques	Made	Easy

    

 



16



17



18



19



20

Activity: African-Americans of the 
oklahoma legislature
Part 1: Vocabulary
Advocacy - The act or process of advocating or supporting a cause 
or proposal

Caucus - a group within a legislative body that pursues its interests 
through the legislative process; example: the Black Caucus

Constituent - A citizen within the district of an elected legislator

Legislation - The action of making or enacting laws

Oklahoma	House	of	Representatives - the lower house of the 
Oklahoma Legislature; its members are responsible for introducing 
and voting on bills and resolutions, providing legislative oversight for 

state agencies, and helping to craft the state’s budget

Oklahoma Senate - the upper house of the Oklahoma Legislature; 
its members are responsible for introducing and voting on bills and 
resolutions, providing legislative oversight for state agencies, and 
helping to craft the state’s budget; the Senate’s advice and consent 
is required for gubernatorial appointments to high-level executive 
positions

Warm-up Activity: Vocabulary Building
To prepare students for the following learning activities, familiarize 
them with vocabulary words that they will encounter in the lesson 
unit. 
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Part 2: African-Americans of the Oklahoma State 
Legislature, 1907-present

Rep.	A.C.	Hamlin – (R) 1909, Logan County, 2nd Legislature. 
First African-American elected to the Oklahoma Legislature.

Rep.	John	B.	White – (D) 1965, House District 98, 30th 
Legislature

Rep.	Archibald	Hill	– (D) 1965-1971, House District 97, 30th-
33rd Legislatures

Rep.	Curtis	Lawson - (D) 1965-1967, House District 73, 30th-
31st Legislatures. First African-American to represent Tulsa 
elected to the Oklahoma House of Representatives.

Sen.	E.	Melvin	Porter – (D) 1965-1987, Senate District 48, 30th-
41st Legislatures. First African-American to serve in the Oklahoma 
State Senate.

Rep. A. Visanio Johnson – (D) 1969-1979, House District 97, 
32nd-37th Legislatures

Rep.	Ben	Hill – (D) 1969-1971, House District 73, 32nd-33rd 
Legislatures

Rep.	Hannah	Atkins – (D) 1969-1979, House District 99, 32nd-
37th Legislature. First African-American female legislator.

Rep./Sen.	Bernard	McIntyre – (D) 1971-1981, House District 73, 
33rd-38th Legislatures 1981-2003, Senate District 11, 39th-40th 
Legislatures

Rep.	Freddye	Williams – (D) 1981-1989, House District 99, 38th-
42nd Legislatures

Rep.	Kevin	Cox – (D) 1981-2003, House District 97, 38th-49th 
Legislatures

Rep.	Don	Ross – (D) 1983-2001, House District 73, 39th-48th 
Legislatures

Sen.	Vicki	Miles	LeGrange – (D) 1988-1993. Senate District 48. 
41st-45th Legislatures. First African-American federal judge and 
Chief Justice in the State’s six-state region 

Sen.	Maxine	Horner – (D) 1987-2005, Senate District 11. 41st- 
49th Legislatures. Senators Miles-LaGrange and Horner were 
the first African-American women to serve in the Oklahoma State 
Senate.

Rep./Sen.	Angela	Z.	Monson – (D) House 1990-1993, House 
District 99. 43rd-44th Legislatures; Senate 1993-2005, Senate 
District 48, 45th-50th Legislatures

Rep.	Opio	Toure – (D) House 1993-2006, House District 99, 45th-
50th Legislatures

Rep./Sen.	Judy	Eason	McIntyre – (D) House, 2003-2004. House 
District 73, 49th Legislature; Senate 2004-2012- Senate District 
11, 50th-53rd Legislature 

Rep.	Mike	Shelton – (D) House, 2004-Present, House District 97, 
50th-53rd Legislatures

Rep./Sen.	Jabar	Shumate – (D) House, 2005 – 2012, House 
District 73, 50th-53rd Legislatures

Sen.	Constance	N.	“Connie”	Johnson – (D) 2005-Present. 
Senate District 48, 51st-53rd Legislatures. Currently chairs the 
Oklahoma Legislative Black Caucus. 

Rep.	T.	W.	Shannon – (R) House 2007-Present, 51st-53rd 
Legislatures. First African-American elected Speaker of The 

Oklahoma House of Representatives

Rep.	Anastasia	A.	Pittman – (D) House District 99, 
2006-Present, 51st-53rd Legislatures

Rep.	Kevin	L.	Matthews – (D) House District 73, 2012-Present, 
53rd Legislature

Group	Discussion:
To begin this activity:

•	Ask	the	students	if	they	can	identify	African-Americans	who	have	
served on the Oklahoma Legislature. 

•	Ask	the	students	if	they	can	name	the	first	African-American	to	
be elected to the Oklahoma Legislature.

Reading and Research 
Distribute to each student a copy of the “Fact Gathering” 
worksheet. Assign one legislator from the above list to each 
student. Allow the students sufficient time to conduct independent 
internet research to complete the worksheet.

Writing
Have the students prepare a one-page speech about their 
assigned legislator. 

Campaigning
To accompany the speech have the students create a slogan and 
campaign sign that could be used to help their assigned legislator 
elected today.

Student	Action/Leadership
Encourage students to raise awareness about issues for which 
they feel personally passionate. Ask each student to name one 
issue for which they would like to raise awareness. List them on 
the board and take a vote to decide which issue the class will 
make theirs. 

Plan a school-wide “National Awareness Month” for the issue. 
Students can use this event to engage their classmates in 
discussions, debates, volunteering for, and inviting community 
leaders to speak about community needs and actions for this 
issue. Create posters to promote the event.
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Fact	Gathering	Worksheet	
African-Americans of the Oklahoma State Legislature
 
Student Name: _________________________________________________ 

Legislator’s Name: ______________________________________________ 

Biographical Information (year of birth, hometown, education, family information)

When	were	they	elected	to	the	legislature?	Are	they	still	currently	holding	office?

What	part	of	the	state	do/did	they	represent?

List any significant accomplishments or leadership positions during their legislative career.

List any special interests for which they advocate. For example, improved education. 
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Resource List
The following are a list of resources to further research and learn about African-American History in Oklahoma

Books
Oklahoma Adventure, Centennial Edition 2006 by Oklahoma History Press

Oklahoma: Land of Contrasts by Clairmont Press

The Story of Oklahoma, Second Edition by Baird and Goble

Impact: Blacks in Oklahoma History, Rochelle Stephney-Roberson

Online Resource
Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History & Culture, Oklahoma Historical Society
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/index.html 

List of African-American Oklahoma Legislators, 1907-Present
Rep.	A.C.	Hamlin – (R) 1909, Logan County, 2nd Legislature. First African-American elected to the 
Oklahoma Legislature.
Rep.	John	B.	White – (D) 1965, House District 98, 30th Legislature
Rep.	Archibald	Hill – (D) 1965-1971, House District 97, 30th-33rd Legislatures
Rep.	Curtis	Lawson - (D) 1965-1967, House District 73, 30th-31st Legislatures. First African-Ameri-
can to represent Tulsa elected to the Oklahoma House of Representatives.
Sen.	E.	Melvin	Porter – (D) 1965-1987, Senate District 48, 30th-41st Legislatures. First African-
American to serve in the Oklahoma State Senate.
Rep.	A.	Visanio	Johnson – (D) 1969-1979, House District 97, 32nd-37th Legislatures
Rep.	Ben	Hill – (D) 1969-1971, House District 73, 32nd-33rd Legislatures
Rep.	Hannah	Atkins – (D) 1969-1979, House District 99, 32nd-37th Legislature. First African-Ameri-
can female legislator.
Rep./Sen.	Bernard	McIntyre – (D) 1971-1981, House District 73, 33rd-38th Legislatures 1981-2003, 
Senate District 11, 39th-40th Legislatures
Rep.	Freddye	Williams – (D) 1981-1989, House District 99, 38th-42nd Legislatures
Rep.	Kevin	Cox – (D) 1981-2003, House District 97, 38th-49th Legislatures
Rep.	Don	Ross – (D) 1983-2001, House District 73, 39th-48th Legislatures
Sen.	Vicki	Miles	LeGrange – (D) 1988-1993. Senate District 48. 41st-45th Legislatures. First African-
American federal judge and Chief Justice in the State’s six-state region 
Sen.	Maxine	Horner – (D) 1987-2005, Senate District 11. 41st- 49th Legislatures. Senators Miles-
LaGrange and Horner were the first African-American women to serve in the Oklahoma State Senate.
Rep./Sen.	Angela	Z.	Monson – (D) House 1990-1993, House District 99. 43rd-44th Legislatures; 
Senate 1993-2005, Senate District 48, 45th-50th Legislatures
Rep.	Opio	Toure – (D) House 1993-2006, House District 99, 45th-50th Legislatures
Rep./Sen.	Judy	Eason	McIntyre	– (D) House, 2003-2004. House District 73, 49th Legislature; Sen-
ate 2004-2012- Senate District 11, 50th-53rd Legislature 
Rep.	Mike	Shelton – (D) House, 2004-Present, House District 97, 50th-53rd Legislatures
Rep./Sen.	Jabar	Shumate – (D) House, 2005 – 2012, House District 73, 50th-53rd Legislatures
Sen.	Constance	N.	“Connie”	Johnson – (D) 2005-Present. Senate District 48, 51st-53rd Legisla-
tures. Currently chairs the Oklahoma Legislative Black Caucus. 
Rep.	T.	W.	Shannon – (R) House 2007-Present, 51st-53rd Legislatures. First African-American elect-
ed Speaker of The Oklahoma House of Representatives
Rep.	Anastasia	A.	Pittman – (D) House District 99, 2006-Present, 51st-53rd Legislatures
Rep.	Kevin	L.	Matthews – (D) House District 73, 2012-Present, 53rd Legislature


