
Moundbuilder 

cultures made 

great cultural 

and scientific 

advances, 

oftentimes in 

ways that were 

a prelude to 

advances made 

later throughout 

the world. During 

the Archaic period, they developed the atlatl, a powerful projectile weapon. Thousands of 

years later in Europe, the trebuchet was designed that employed similar technology. Moreover, 

Michelangelo in the 1400s fathered the Renaissance with his paintings and sculptures of 

subjects in their natural form; about 700 years earlier, Mississippian cultures had already 

created magnificent, realistic stone carvings of humans and animals.

In 1982, the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization distinguished 

Cahokia Mounds as a world heritage site for the advances and contributions moundbuilders 

have made to the world.

Activities:
Use the timeline above as well as a more complete timeline available at nie.newsok.com 

to complete the activities below. 

1. List the moundbuilder cultural eras (red and green areas in the timeline and the map) 

    and the years they encompass.

2. List the regions that moundbuilders inhabited (orange areas in the timeline). 

3. Research advances made by moundbuilders in areas such as                

    weaponry, agriculture and astronomy.

4. List moundbuilder cultural events that are comparable to events, advances or   

    changes elsewhere in the world.

Newspapers for this educational program provided by:
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For more than 4,000 years, Native American moundbuilder cultures flourished in the mid-

western and southern regions of the U.S. These cultures were highly advanced civilizations 

organized in cities with populations of up to 20,000 people. Moundbuilders traveled great 

distances—sometimes as far as 1,000 miles—to trade copper, pearls, conch shells and 

other goods. They also exchanged information about technological advances in science; 

medicine; architecture; astronomy; and movements in religion, world views and art.
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Newspapers for this educational program provided by:

Native American mounds are among the 
greatest and most symbolic creations 
made by moundbuilders. Like the 
pyramids of Egypt and Mexico, mounds 
have left profound evidence of the 
magnificent cultures that once thrived on 
the North American landscape.

Scientists and researchers are intrigued 
by the amount of knowledge, skill and labor it took to build these mounds. 
Since there was no heavy machinery to help move the large amounts of earth 
required to build the mounds, Native American laborers carried baskets of dirt by 
hand to create these structures. Mounds were crafted in a variety of shapes and 
sizes. Sometimes mounds looked like mere hills on the landscape while others 
resembled small mountains. There were mounds in the shapes of animals, insects 
and geometric figures. Mounds were used to mark locations on the landscape, 
bury the elite, elevate temples and houses of leaders, hold ceremonies and mark 
celestial events. 

Today, descendent tribes of moundbuilders work closely with property owners 
to preserve and protect these mound sites. Because of the cultural memory that 
still lives with contemporary tribes, tribal members are often able to identify 
mounds that to the unknowing eye may look simply like a hill. In these instances, 
nature has taken over the mounds with tall trees and foliage, which has in effect 
disguised the mounds for protection. Some tribes have taken a more proactive 
approach. In the summer of 2009, the Osage Nation in Oklahoma purchased 
Sugar Loaf Mound in Missouri to preserve and protect it. Efforts like this will 
preserve surviving mound sites for many generations to come. 

Activities:
1. Research examples of the following:

  a. A hill mound
  b. An effigy mound
  c. A temple mound

2. Visit www.osagetribe.com to learn about the recent purchase of Sugar Loaf   
 Mound. Then visit the Oklahoma Historical Society’s website about Spiro Mounds  
 at www.okhistory.org/outreach/museums/spiromounds.html and learn about the  
 families that owned Spiro Mounds during the 1800s–1930s and their fight to protect  
 the site. 

  a. What ultimately happened to Spiro in the 1930s?
  b. How was the Sugar Loaf Mound able to avoid the same fate?

  c. Why is it important to preserve sites such as the Sugar Loaf and Spiro Mounds?

Serpent Mound, Peebles, Ohio

  d. A burial mound
  e. An observation mound
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Newspapers for this educational program provided by:

Most of the tribes located in Oklahoma 
today have ancestries rooted in states all 
across the U.S. Several Oklahoma tribes’ 
homelands are located as far away as 
Canada. But while these tribes were 
located at points across North America, 
many share a common ancestry. 
More than 25 tribes in Oklahoma are 
descended from moundbuilder cultures, a heritage that reaches back more than 
4,000 years.

Most of these tribes have a cultural memory that aligns them with the specific 
moundbuilder group from which they came. Creeks link their history to the 
Etowah Mounds in Georgia. Choctaws trace their moundbuilder ancestry to the 
Nvnih Waiya Mound in Mississippi. Many of these tribes continue to practice their 
cultural traditions like dances, ceremonies 
and community events that reach back to 
their moundbuilder past.

Ceremonies and events such as Green Corn 
(Posketv) bring communities together to 
celebrate their heritage and continue cultural 
traditions. During the summer and fall 
seasons, tribes throughout Oklahoma host 
tribal holidays and festivals that allow the 
public to learn about the rich cultures and 
histories of Native Americans in Oklahoma. 

Activity:
Each clue is the name of the Oklahoma town where 
a tribe, decended from a moundbuilder culture, is 
now located. Each answer is the tribe’s name. 

           Clues:
ACROSS
3. Seminole

4. Kaw City

8. Anadarko

DOWN
1. Shawnee

2. Ada

5. Durant

6. Sapulpa

7. Miami

Ribbon Dance, Photograph by Tom Fields
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Newspapers for this educational program provided by:

We, the People of the Cherokee Nation, in order to 

preserve our sovereignty, enrich our culture, achieve 

and maintain a desirable measure of prosperity and the 

blessings of freedom, acknowledging with humility and 

gratitude the goodness, aid and guidance of the Sovereign 

Ruler of the Universe in permitting us to do so, do ordain 

and establish this Constitution for the government of the 

Cherokee Nation. 

-Constitution of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma

The U.S. Constitution recognizes that Indian tribes 

are independent government entities. Like state 

governments and foreign governments, Indian tribes 

have the inherent power to govern their people and 

their lands – this is called sovereignty. 

Sovereignty is the foundation upon which the 

relationship between the U.S. and American Indian tribes is built.

A basic tenant of sovereignty is the power of a people 

to govern themselves. American Indian sovereignty 

originated with tribes managing their own affairs, and 

was affirmed later through treaties with the federal 

government. This relationship dates back to the prehistoric 

moundbuilding cultures that had their own forms of 

government. Even today, there are living examples of 

these ancient forms of government in Oklahoma. For 

example, the Kialegee Tribal Town in Wetumka uses the 

name “Mekko” to refer to their tribal leader. 

Tribal nations today have also adopted tribal constitutions, similar to the U.S. Constitution, 

which outline the mission and processes under which the tribal government operates. 

Tribal constitutions normally address citizenship; judicial, legislative and executive powers; 

territories; elections; and other important aspects of government.

Activities:
Locate and read at least two Oklahoma tribal constitutions and then discuss or write about 
the following:

1. What are some of the similarities and differences between these constitutions?

2. What is the first thing each constitution addresses and/or begins with?

3. Each tribe determines its own process for citizenship. What are some of   

    the requirements for citizenship?
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