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Overview
Language is a part of our everyday life. Many tribes had their own languages 
but the Cherokees were the first to have a written language. Although many 
American Indians no longer speak or read their language, it is still important 
for all to understand the impact it had on culture today. 

Objectives
By using modern technology, students will identify how native languages 
were used in the past. They will be able to understand the difficulty of writing 
with syllabary and use problem solving skills. They will develop cooperative 
skills by working in a team. 

Time Needed
One to two fifty-minute class periods to write, interpret, and share. 

Materials Needed
• iPhone • Handouts • A partner

Instructions: 
1. All iPhones have the capability to use Cherokee syllabary. Have your students 

convert their phone into Cherokee then use these phrases to write a text 
message. 
a. If you need help, look at this site on how to type syllabary.  

(http://www.cherokee.org) 
2. Have the students look at the provided examples and complete the other 

examples with a partner. 
3. The students then should be able to write their own phrase or saying to a 

friend, using the provided space. 
4. Have the students share their phrases, the interpretation, and their experience 

writing it in syllabary. Then answer the questions. 

Examples:
Email - _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  (a-na-ga-li-s-gv go-we-li)
Pictures - _ _ _ _ _ _ _  (di-da-tli-lo-s-ta-nv) 
Music - _ _ _ _ _  (di-ka-no-gi-dv)
Sent - _ _ _ _  (a-da-nv-sv)
I will see you there in a little while. - _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ .  
(u-hna de-na-da-go-hv-i gi-la-quu i-yu-s-di.)
Are you coming? - _ _ _ ? (he-ga-s?)
Examples from http://languagetech.cherokee.org

Now translate these English phrases into Cherokee: 
I sent an email. -  _____________________________________________________
I will send the email with music and pictures. -  __________________________
I will be there. -  ______________________________________________________
Now try your own!  ___________________________________________________

Questions
1. What did you write? 
2. What were some of the challenges in writing using syllabary? 
3. Why might the American Indians decide to use English over their own 

language? 
4. What impact do you think having Cherokee syllabary on an iPhone has on the 

language?
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