
Lesson 4:
Original Research
Drinking alcohol not only affects individuals, but it can also negatively 

impact an entire community. Trash, loud noise, property damage, 

violence—these are all things that can happen when people drink 

alcohol excessively.  How does your community deal with the 

consequences of alcohol abuse?

What you will need
• Notebook paper

• Pens/pencils

Overview
1. Interview 5-10 teens or adults about how they think alcohol 

impacts their community.  Try to speak with a wide range of 

individuals, such as coaches, teachers, classmates, parents, and law 

officials.  Consider asking the following questions:

	 1. How does underage drinking and excessive alcohol use

	     negatively impact your community?

	 2. Does alcohol use impact everyone in the same way?

	 3. What advice would you give to young people

	     about alcohol?

	 4. How can we work together to reduce alcohol’s

	     negative effects?

2. Analyze and present your findings. Were you surprised by 

anything you heard? What did people’s responses have in common? 

How did they differ? 
This is lesson is part of the Underage 

Drinking – Oklahoma’s 800 Million Dollar 

Jam program provided by the Newspapers 

in Education (NIE) program.  To learn more 

about NIE’s free classroom resources, visit 

nie.newsok.com or contact

bhuntsman@opubco.com. 

To bring AlcoholEdu

to your school visit

http://everfi.me/AlcoholEduOklahoma

These lessons are 
Supplemental to 
the 2 hour online education platform: 
AlcoholEdu for 

High School which is available at no cost to every high school in the state.

Oklahoma’s 800 Million Dollar JamUnderage D
rinking


