Here are excerpts from an Oklahoma City police report on an interview with Jerome Jay Ersland:

On 05/19/09, at approximately 2235 hours, I came into contact with Jerome Ersland at the homicide office. Ersland works as a pharmacist at the Reliable Pharmacy, and was present during this incident. Patrol officers transported Ersland from the scene (5900 S. Penn. Ave), to the homicide office to be interviewed. The following is a summary of that interview. This interview was video recorded ...

I placed Ersland in interview room #2. I told him who I was, and that I was conducting the follow up investigation into this incident. While getting his personal information, he showed me his concealed carry permit card, and his retired military ID card (USAF). Ersland told me that this was kind of a “rough” day, and he suffers from “PTSD” from being in the Gulf War. ...

Ersland said he currently works as a pharmacist, but only part time because he can’t stand very long with out it being painful.

Ersland said he got to work around 0840 hours that morning, and the store opened at 0900 hours. Ersland said when this incident happened it was 1750 hours. Ersland explained to me that the store had been “hit” many times in the past with burglaries (8 in one years), and then a year ago, a robbery. Ersland said it was another pharmacist that had been involved in that robbery. He said three black men beat up that pharmacist, and stole their wallets, money, and narcotics. Since then, they take the narcotics off the shelves, and put them in a large safe every night, at the same time.

**** For the remainder of this report, I will identify Antwun Parker and Jevontai Ingram as the subjects that were involved in the robbery attempt. This information was not known by Ersland or myself at the time of this interview, and was later developed during the investigation. This information is added only to help clarify the report for the reader, because Ersland’s description of the subjects is different than the other witnesses. ******

Ersland said they were getting ready to lock up the pharmacy for the night, and he had some narcotics in his hands. There were two other employees present at that time (Jeanne Read/Megan West) in the store with him. Ersland made the comment “We weren’t real secure”.

Ersland said he was behind the counter (motioned holding a box), and suddenly he saw two B/M’s with gray masks, and thought to himself, “I don’t believe that”. He said they had guns, and told him “I want all your fucking money, and I want all your fucking drugs”.

Ersland said he had told Read and West if anything ever happened like this (robbery), to go to the back, and he would take care of it. Read and West went to the back of the pharmacy at that time.

Ersland said the subjects got mad because “They didn’t get it” (drugs/money) and started shooting. They shot at him, and he had to back up. When he backed up, he hit his back, and hurt it. Ersland said he was “grazed” by a bullet, and showed me his left wrist area, which was covered by a Band-Aid. This wound had been cleaned up, and bandaged at the scene by the officers. ...

Ersland said the two subjects got two shots off at him, at the same time he was getting into a drawer to get his Kel-Tec Pistol. Ersland then changed his statement to he grabbed it out of his pocket (motioned left pants pocket/left hand). He then grabbed his “Judge” (pistol/motioned with his right hand) out of the area that he keeps it. Ersland said he had the Judge loaded with a shotgun shell, then a .45 long colt, alternating each one in the pistol cylinder.

Ersland heard someone say, “He’s got a gun”. He said the subjects continued to fire at him, and he “took the one on the left” (Antwun Parker), and shot him. The “one on the right” (... Ingram) ran out the front door of the store. Ersland said he ran by the one he shot (Parker), and that he (Parker) was “still up there, and wanting to hit me” as he went by him. Ersland had the Kel-Tec (motioned it was in his left hand) and said “I unloaded on him” and he (Parker) went down. He then chased the other subject (Ingram) out of the store. He thought he only had 3 bullets left in the “Judge” at that point, because he shot the other subject (Parker) with it inside the store.

As Ersland chased the subject (Ingram) around the northwest corner of the store, he saw another B/M wearing a green hooded running suit, in a white Oldsmobile stopped there. The subject had a shotgun, and started to point it at him. Ersland pointed his pistol (motioned right hand) at the subject in the Oldsmobile, and that subject ducked down inside the car. The other subject he chased out of the store (Ingram) was running to this vehicle. Ersland heard the subject in the car say “I’m getting the fuck out of here”. The subject he was chasing (Ingram) continued to run, and he “unloaded on him” as he continued to run eastbound.

Ersland described the subject that he chased from the store (Ingram) as wearing solid red jogging pants, running shoes, white shirt, and a large gray mask that covered his entire face. This subject (Ingram) was armed with a revolver. Ersland said “the guy I nailed” (Parker) was dressed pretty much the same, except instead of solid red; he had red pants with white spots ... The masks the subjects wore were the same, and he thought the same person had made them because they were both gray and covered their heads. Ersland did not see what their faces looked like.

Ersland told me he thought subject in the white car was waiting for the other two subjects to come out of the store with the money and narcotics. He did not see this subject’s face because he ducked down when he pointed his pistol at him. Ersland described the shotgun this subject had as “short” twelve gauge like a Mossberg 500, or a Maverick.

Ersland said he wasn’t scared that this subject (driver of the car) was going to point the shotgun at him in time to shoot him, but he was worried about the other guy that was running (Ingram). He said “I wanted to get him before he hurt anybody else” He fired his last shot at that subject (Ingram) as he jumped over a hedge. He said “unfortunately” his last shot was a shotgun shell out of the “Judge”, and the round would not have gone that far (to where the subject had run to at that point). Ersland thought that subject (Ingram) probably had been peppered by the shot from the shotgun shell in his back as he was running. He last saw this subject (Ingram) jumping over the hedge, but Ersland was out of ammo, so he went inside the pharmacy to call the police at that point. Ersland said he wouldn’t have been able to chase him anyway because he is “crippled” ...

Ersland said this was a three-person robbery just like the other robbery at the pharmacy.

*** At this point of the interview, I began asking questions to clarify what Ersland had told me. ***

Ersland said he was in the middle of the “dispensing counter” holding a narcotics box when the subjects came into the store. The girls (Read/West) were near the register.

Ersland told me the first time he saw these subjects (robbers) was when they came into the store, and he saw they were wearing gray masks. They were “cursing”, and already shooting at him. Ersland didn’t think he was going to be able to get to his gun in time, but they missed him (“they shot high). Ersland said both of the subjects had guns, and they were both shooting at him. He said they were armed with black “cheap revolvers, imported”, and from the sound of them he thought they were .38 cal or .357 cal.

Ersland said he fell back against a “bay”, and hurt his back. He then pulled out the Kel-Tec pistol (motioned from his left pocket) and shot the “one-guy” (Parker) left-handed. He was then able to get to his “good gun” (“Judge” pistol). I asked Ersland where the subject (Parker) at when he shot him. He said that subject (Parker) was by the cash register as you enter the store. Ersland said the other subject (Ingram) was behind the cash register, in the corner. That subject (Ingram) was coming around the corner (west side) towards him.

Ersland said one subject (Ingram) was going to come around one side of the counter, and the other subject (Parker) was going around the cash register side. The subjects were coming around each side of the counter to get him. Ersland said he was their only threat, and he was the only one that knew where the money and narcotics were in the store. Ersland said he thought the subjects were going to get him, just like what happened in the past to the other pharmacists in town. Ersland explained that the robbers got the pharmacists, beat them up, and took their money and narcotics. He felt that this was the same plan that these subjects had.

Ersland said once the one subject went down (Parker), the other subject (Ingram) came around the corner at him. He fired at that subject (Ingram), and he ran out of the store. Ersland wasn’t sure how the subject (Ingram) got out the door (because of the automatic lock). He said the other subject (Parker) was still a danger to him, and he was worried about him. Ersland said that’s why he had to “get him” with the Kel-Tec as he was running by. He said he shot at that subject (Parker) five times, but he (Parker) “kept staying up”. Ersland was afraid he (Parker) was going to get the girls (Read/West). Ersland said, “He just kept staying up” (referring to Parker).

Ersland then explained that the girls went to a back room behind the pharmacy counter, where the refrigerator is located. He said no one went into the “bosses” office. This is where they got put before during a past robbery, and they did not want to go to that office.

***I had to leave the room to take a phone call at this point of the interview.***

When I returned, I clarified how many times Ersland shot at each subject. He said he shot at the subject on the ground (Parker) five times, and the running subject (Ingram) once in the store, and three outside. Ersland said he used the Kel-Tec on the subject on the ground (Parker), and the “Judge” on the running guy (Ingram). I asked Ersland for the total rounds he fired, and he said six from the Kel-Tec, and four from the “Judge”. Ersland said there were ten shots total that he fired from the two guns. The Kel-Tec is a .380 cal, and the “Judge” is a 410 shotgun/ .45 long colt. Ersland thought the subjects shot two rounds at him, but it could have been more.

Ersland said after he called 911, he brought the girls from the back room. He was afraid they had been shot. He said when the subjects came into the pharmacy; he thought the girls went into the boss’s office. Once it was over, he had to hunt for them in the pharmacy, and found them in the back room hiding. He then brought them out.

I asked him which arm had been grazed, and he told me the left arm. I asked him if there was anything else he wanted to tell me. He said he wished the other subject didn’t get away.

I asked Ersland for a further description on the subjects. He said he could tell they were in there 20’s (YOA) from their voices. He could not identify them from a picture. He saw no other cars other than the Oldsmobile. He did not recognize these subjects from having been there in the past, but felt they must have cased the pharmacy, because they knew when to rob them, and when they had the money and narcotics, sitting out (closing time).

Prior to ending the interview, Ersland told me he felt he, and the girls were going to be shot during the robbery.

I told Ersland that we would present the facts of this case to the District Attorney’s office, and he would review it to determine if charges would be filed. I told him that the investigation would continue, but based on what I had been told, and what I had seen up to that point (time of this interview), I did not have any further questions, and it appeared to me to be self-defense. I ended the interview at that point, and removed him from the interview room. I gave Ersland my card, and told him that I would contact him if I had any further questions. I arranged for him to be transported back to the pharmacy.

****It should be noted that it was not until several hours later that Det. ... and the CSI officers finished processing the scene, and returned to the office with information about what they had found. We then also watched the video of the store surveillance in detail. We found that what happened on the video, and evidence at the scene, did not match some of what Ersland had told me during his interview.
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