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“Because of Shawnee’s growth and traffic count, state and federal transportation officials determined several years ago that the area desperately needed another interchange, but it doesn’t matter to me where it is located. Shawnee city leaders and ODOT officials chose the interchange’s current location and they certainly have the prerogative to change their minds and select a different site if there is a better location. When I was asked for my thoughts at some point in the process, my only comment was that ODOT should follow its normal procedures in determining the best site without any influence or input from me. 

“My father purchased the 40-acre property with several other friends more than 40 years ago, and after his death, my siblings and I inherited his share of the land. My father and his partners attempted to sell the property many times, but were unsuccessful because the vast majority of it lies in a flood plain, and the addition of a highway interchange will not change that fact or improve the property’s value in any way to my knowledge. 

“A local business is entering a lease-purchase agreement on my father’s old law office building, and the construction of a new interchange will not improve the terms of that agreement or result in any additional funds for my siblings and me. 

“I think Shawnee leaders and ODOT had sound reasons for selecting the current location, and I do not believe any future construction will benefit properties owned by my siblings and me. If, for whatever reason, those officials later determine there is a better site for the interchange, I would certainly support their decision. I just want what is best for Shawnee and the state of Oklahoma.” 



