
ASSAULT ON THE RECORD BOOKS

> Broke school record for passing yards in a game with 468 vs. Kansas
> Broke Jason White’s records for TD passes in a season (48) and in a career (84)
> Broke White’s record for passing yards in a season.
> Broke NCAA record for TD passes during the freshman/sophomore seasons
> Broke school record with 34 career completions of 40 yards or more

season of

SAM

QUOTABLE

Here’s a look at what 
folks in Oklahoma 
and around the 
country had to say 
about the award-
winning season of 
“Slingin’ Sammy B”

  “You never see him 
crack under pressure. 
He never lets the 
pressure get to him. 
He’s an easy going 
person. That’s why 
we call him ‘Big Easy.”

— Sooners offensive 
tackle Duke Robinson

  “He’s shown, in my opinion, some 
real toughness and determination 
with high-octane performances the 
last two weeks with a non-throwing 
thumb that needed surgery.
  “And those numbers — WHOA.” 

— Marc Morehouse, sports writer for 
the Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Gazette

 “He is the most accu-
rate passer in college 
football. And that’s the 
No. 1 trait, I believe in 
terms of evaluating a 
quarterback.”

— Todd McShay, ESPN 
NFL Draft analyst

Sam Bradford’s Heisman-winning season was one for 
the ages. He broke records, set standards and cemented 
his place in the storied history of Sooner football.
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Whirlybird in Stillwater

  Bradford had been known for his 
head and his arm in two seasons. 
That changed on a third-and-goal 
from the OSU nine-yard line in the 
third quarter of a game the Sooners 
led 30-26. 
  Bradford scrambled, and instead of 
going out of bounds, turned up the 
sideline headed upfield. 
  Bradford dove for the end zone. 
OSU’s Ricky Price popped Bradford 
in mid-air, turning Bradford into a 
propeller. 
  Bradford came down inside the 
1-yard line and scored on a fourth-
down sneak on the next play.

Fourth-and-oh my
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Facing the Cowboys’ fire

  Bradford’s shortest touchdown pass 
of the season might have been his 
most impressive. 
  On fourth-and-goal from the Oklaho-
ma State 1-yard line, with the Soon-
ers leading just 37-34 in the fourth 
quarter, Bradford took a shotgun snap 
because of his thumb injury.
  OSU blitzed, and linebacker Andre 
Sexton bore down on Bradford.
  Bradford waited until the last pos-
sible moment before firing a BB to 
tight end Brody Eldridge for a touch-
down, just as Sexton laid a ferocious 
hit.

Fire starter
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Dancing in Kansas City

  In the second quarter of the Big 
12 title game, Missouri was playing 
tough.
  OU led 10-7 and faced third-and-
goal from the Tiger 10-yard line. 
Bradford found no open receivers 
and started scrambling, but within 
the confines of the pocket.
  Finally, he reared up and hit Juaquin 
Iglesias with a strike in the end zone. 
  The rout was on.

  Sam Bradford has worked 
his way onto the list of 
OU’s greatest quarterbacks. 
Here’s Berry Tramel’s rank-
ings: 

1. JACK MILDREN
  A promising passer as a 
sophomore, a wishbone op-
tioneer as a senior. No player 
in OU history was more 
imporant to the Sooners’ 
long-term success. 

2. JOSH HEUPEL
  A near-equal to Mildren in 
terms of value, Heupel 
jump-started Bob Stoops’ 
success with his uncanny 
passing and leadership.

3. JASON WHITE 
  OU’s only Heisman 
winning QB also 
finished third in 
Heisman voting the 
next year. Ranks 
below Mildren and 
Heupel only because 
of their legacy of 
launching great eras.

4. SAM BRADFORD
  White-like numbers in 
two seasons, and now 
he could have a trophy to 
match. If Bradford comes 
back to OU, he likely will 
become No. 1.

5. JACK MITCHELL
  Underrated All-American; 
Bud Wilkinson’s first option-
eer of the old split-T. Mitchell 
was athletic enough to play 
halfback, which Wilkinson 
tried, but Mitchell was too 
good at QB.

Sam’s place?

GAME 1: OU 57, Tenn.-Chattanooga 2

Stat pack: 17-22-0, 183 yards, 2TDs passing  
Final word: It was a total mismatch from the outset, 
with the Sooners romping to a 50-0 halftime lead. It 
was a solid start for Bradford, who had short scoring 
tosses to Quentin Chaney and Juaquin Iglesias.

SEASON IN REVIEW

GAME 2: OU 52, Cincinnati 26

Stat pack: 29-38-2, 395 yards, 5 TDs passing  
Final word: Turns out the Bearcats were pretty good, 
winning the Big East and advancing to the Orange 
Bowl. Despite two interceptions, Bradford carried the 
day with TD passes to four different receivers.

GAME 3: OU 55, Washington 14

Stat pack: 18-21-0, 304 yards, 
5 TDs passing; 
1 TD rushing  
Final word: Bradford 
didn’t throw a lot, but he
sure was effective when
he did, averaging 16.7 yards
per completion. In what
was supposed to be a road 
test, Bradford and the 
offense removed any doubt,
scoring on seven straight
possessions to deliver the 100th
victory of Bob Stoops’ career.

GAME 4: OU 35, TCU 10

Stat pack: 19-34-0, 411 yards, 4 TDs passing  
Final word: More big pass plays for Bradford – including 
scoring throws to Manny Johnson covering 76, 55 and 
63 yards – and another decisive win that looks even 
better in hindsight, with TCU ranked No. 11.

GAME 6: Texas 45, OU 35

  Stat pack: 28-39-2, 387 yards, 5
  TDs passing  
     Final word: Bradford matched 
       his career-best touchdown
        total, but the offense couldn’t
          overcome breakdowns on
           defense and special teams
             in the Cotton Bowl. One of
               Bradford’s interceptions 
                 came on a meaningless
                   throw on the game’s
                    final play. In the loss,
                     Bradford broke the 
                      major-college record
                       for touchdown passes 
                         thrown during the                     
                          freshman and 
                 sophomore seasons.

GAME 7: OU 45, Kansas 31

Stat pack: 36-53-0, 468 yards, 3 TDs passing  
Final word: Breaking the school record for passing 
yards in a game, Bradford picked apart the Jayhawks 
secondary. “I’m really impressed with Sam Bradford. 
He’s everything they said he would be – and more,” KU 
coach Mark Mangino said afterward.

SEASON IN REVIEW

GAME 9: OU 62, Nebraska 28

Stat pack: 19-27-1, 311 yards, 5 TDs passing  
Final word: OU produced its highest scoring output in 
the history of the storied rivalry. Bradford found four 
receivers for touchdowns, connecting on scoring passes 
with tight end Jermaine Gresham twice.

GAME 10: OU 66, Texas A&M 28

Stat pack: 22-33-0, 320 yards, 4 TDs passing; 5-23 
yards, 1 TD rushing  
Final word: Tying a school-record with his eighth 
straight 300-yard passing game, Bradford 
threw scoring passes to DeMarco 
Murray, Matt Clapp, Ryan Broyles 
and Juaquin Iglesias. “His 
accuracy, his poise, 
running the whole 
show, you 
couldn’t ask
for anything
else. The guy’s
as flawless as
they come,” Bob 
Stoops said.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS  |  A LOOK BACK AT SAM BRADFORD’S HEISMAN-WINNING, RECORD-BREAKING SEASON

Flippin’ sweet

GAME 8: OU 58, Kansas State 35

Stat pack: 13-32-0, 255 yards, 3 TDs passing; 1 TD 
rushing  
Final word: The 40-percent completion effort was the 
lowest of Bradford’s career. Still, the offense put up a 
school-record 55 points in the opening half.

A look at Sam Bradford’s record-breaking season

GAME 11: 
OU 65, Texas Tech 21

Stat pack: 14-19-0, 304 yards, 4 TDs passing  
Final word: Bradford attempted a season-low 19 pass-
es, but broke the school record with his ninth 300-yard 
passing game of the season. 

GAME 12: OU 61, Oklahoma State 41

Stat pack: 30-44-0, 370 yards, 4 TDs passing; 4-16 
yards, 1 TD rushing  
Final word: Despite suffering torn ligaments in his left 
thumb, Bradford rallied from a sluggish start to find his 
groove. Bradford also produced his Heisman moment 
with his high-flying leap toward the end zone. 

GAME 13: OU 62, Missouri 21

Stat pack: 34-49-0, 384 yards, 2 TDs passing  
Final word: Bradford led the Sooners to a record fifth 
straight 60-plus-point game. He finished with a champi-
onship-game record for completions and passing yards.

PHOTO By NATE BILLINGS, 
THE OKLAHOMAN

BY BERRY TRAMEL, JOHN HELSLEY, JAKE TROTTER AND JENNI CARLSON, STAFF WRITERS

BY THE NUMBERS 

> 4: Games with five TD passes this sesaon
> 147: Straight passes by Bradford without an interception
> 186.28: Bradford’s 2008 passer rating
> 6: Games this season without a sack or an interception

GAME 5: OU 49, Baylor 17

Stat pack: 23-31-1, 372 yards, 2 TDs passing; 1 TD 
rushing  
Final word: With Texas looming, Bradford and the of-
fense removed any thought of a trap game, bolting to a 
28-0 lead after one quarter. 


