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Jennifer,

Attached is the formal declaration of incligibility and request for teinstatement submitted on
behalf of Dez Bryant. The institution also requuests that the transcripts from the interviews
conducted by Marcus Wilson with Dez on july 24, 2009 and September 15, 2009 be included
in the written record. The instirution believes it is important to provide both context to the
subject matter of the interviews and the asserted communication difficultics. Additonal
supplements will be provide d their impact on this
process. As requested by Dez a follow-up interview with Mr. Wilson will be conducted on
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 in Indianapolis. ‘I'he University requests that a member of the
Reinstatement staff participate in the interview so that Dez has an opportunity to address
any questons or issues the Reinstatement staff may have regarding the University's request
on his behalf,

Instirutional Letter 3 pages
Student-Athlete Reinstatement Applicaton- 4 pages
Student-Athlete Written Statement- 2 pages
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October 8, 2009 & s
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Jennifer Henderson

Director of Academic and Membership AHmrc/\mdcm-/\th]ete Reinstatement
NCAA

PO Box 6222

Indianapolis, IN 46206

VIA FACSIMILE: 317/917-6736

Ms. Henderson:

Oklahoma State University (“University”) respectlully requests the reinstatement of
football student-athlete Desmond Bryant (“Dez”), The University has declared Dex
incligible for a violation of NCAA Bylaw 10.1 (d). The following is a summary of the
facts surrounding the violation and the mitigation asserted for reinstalement,

Facts

On July 24, 2009, Marcus Wilson, NCAA Assistant Director ol Agents, Gambling and
Amatcurism (“AGA”) and Dan Matheson, NCAA Associate Director of Enforcement
conducted an interview with Dez. The purpose of the inquiry was to determine Dex’s
knowledge of or involvement in NCAA rules violations related to his relationship with
Deion Sanders, retired National Football League (“NFL”) player. During the interview,
Mr. Wilson inquired if Dez had ever been to Mr. Sanders’ home. Dez responded that he
had not been to Mr, Sanders” home. Mr. Wilson also inquired if' Dez had been to
Fieldhouse USA, a sports complex in I'risco, X, with Mr. Sanders, Dez indicated that
he had been to Ficldhouse USA on one occasion but he had not visited the location with
Mr. Sanders or met Mr. Sanders at the location.

On ‘Thursday, September 24, 2009, Mr, Wilson conducied an interview of Mr. Sanders by
telephone, At Mr. Sanders’ request the interview was not recorded and the University did
not participate. On Friday, September 25, 2009, Mr. Wilson shared the content of the
interview with the institution. During the interview, Mr. Sanders indicated that he had
met Dez on one occasion at Fieldhouse USA and that Dez and his girlfriend had come to
Mr. Sanders’ house on one occasion. As a result of this new information the University
withheld Dez from the scheduled football contest on Saturday, September 26, 2009.

On Wednesday. Scptember 30, 2009, Dez's legal representative notified the University
that Dez had contacted him and indicated that he had been to Mr. Sanders’ home on one
occasion and had met Mr. Sanders at Ficldhouse USA on one occasion. Subsequent to
this udmission, the University and Dez's legal representative conducted a telcphone
interview of Mr. Sanders. The interview was not recorded and the NCAA staff did not
participate on the call. Mr, Sanders confirmed the information provided by Dez. The
institution declared Dez incligible and notified the NCAA and Dez’s legal representative
of the dcciqion
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Jenniter Henderson
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The University asserts the following mitigation on behall of Dez:

o ez personal life and upbringing were extremely difficult. Some of these issues
are documented in the nitial interview with Mr. Wilson on July 24, 2009,

o The underlying facts that Dez did not reveal in the initial interview are at a
maximum minor secondary violations. A trip to Mr. Sanders’ home does not
constitute an NCAA violation, The issue regarding the alleged workout would be
classified as a preferential treatment case with minimal value due to the isolated
oceurrenee and limited amount of time at Ficldhouse USA during this encounter,

University Action

The fotlowing steps have been taken by the institution as a result of the violation:

¢ Declared the student-athlete ineligible.
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Jennifer Henderson
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¢ Withheld the student-athlete from competition beginning with the scheduled
contest on September 26, 2009.

Conclusion

The University understands that the threshold penalty for a violation of this nature is 50%
withholding; however, the University requests that the staff give special consideration to

this matter due to the unique circumstances and mitigation involved in this case.
Specifically the information provided regarding th_ In other well
docymented policies and regulations adopted by the NCAA membership, individuals
wilhbarc provided accommodations to address their needs or given
special consideration in a matter due to thi NN - o their
circumstances. Lixamples can be found in playing rules, eligibility matters and benefit
considerations. ‘T'wo specific examples handled by the Academic and Membership
Alfairs stalf are initial cligibility and progress towards degree waiver cases, DifTerent
thresholds have been established for consideration by the stafl and the committee in
iruvidini relief from the general guidelines in cascs involving a documente

Thank you for your consideration of this matter, Pleasc feel free to call me at (405) 742-
4588 if you have any questions regarding this application, letter or any of the
attachments.

Sincerely,

_-Associate Athletic Director for Compliance
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Indicule request. Check all that apply:

Roquest for reimsiwlcney W

Sl repan ol NCAA seeondary vialotion (Lovel 11 O

REQUEST FOR REINSTATEMENT AND/OR
SELF REPORT OF NCAA SECONDARY VIOLATION (Level [)

For Usc by Moember Instinations and Conforences Only

This Torm must be completed and &l reguired documentation must be submitted before the NCAA student-athlewe
reinstatement sialT or secondary enforcement staft may act on the request/repord,

F'll:ils-:ﬂ: note that all decisions wsued by the studeni-athicte reinstitement stell may be appeated 10 the Division-
spesihic Camminee on Student-Adhlete Reinsiatement. i addivon, il reinstatement is roquesied, the reinslatemient
request will be processed lirst then forwanded 1o the secondury enforeement stall.

Please type or print.

I Applicant mstitution: Oklahoma State U“""E_mrﬁ'r t'nnlhmnun:ﬁlg 12 FDHTEFEI'H]E

2 Spon: FoOWAN e

1 Student-unihloie™s namc: Dasmaond Bryant
4 Shdeni-nthlete’s 55

i. Dt of Birth; 14:14 1588

£ Dhatie ool Tugh sehool gradusitios: _M_ﬂ?

Divasaon (ol sportl: |f‘_E5

T Seasnns of compelinos romaining: 2 {il‘IC[.Ul!I:IH‘IQ this 593_5‘:'”1
H. Studeni-athlete's ngxt seheduled contest or date of competition: 101 mﬁﬂﬂg el
i, Snmleni-uihlete’s siatus.

Dimie of ingtisl-vallesiate enrolhment; EEH o7

Dt of mitial=callepsate enrollment al apphcant mstioubon, o different:

10, Was the student-aihicte reeiuited? Y88 .

L Is the studemt-athlete on mbiletically related financel aid? Yes

12 Please List all instinerions student-athlete attended:
Oklahoma State University

LY, Date viglanon ,,,:,_-u“m;zfzmﬂ Diute violotion discovered: 9.!’3&"05_

14, Please idicate bylaw(s) imvolved in violation:
10.1-(d)
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Request for Reinstatement and/or Self Report of
NCAA Sceondary Violation (Level 1)
Page Na. 2

16.

19.

20.

List all individuals invalved in violation (including student-athletes and prospective student-athletes):
Desmond Bryarnt

Describe tacts of violation;
On July 24, 2000 Desmond Bryant mat wilh Marcus Wikson of the NCAA Agent Gambig and Asrunsm Stall to drscuss Desmond’ wvolecmont 1 Dolonml NLAA violatiots.

During this iniliol '“W""O and on twa olher eceasions U\Ugu:.l 2Gih via A mnlomnco call and September 16th) Desmond slated that he had never ot met with
Oeign Sandars, (ns:dc an athlotics fagility (Fickd House USA) in Fnsco Toxas nor had he ever visitad Mr Sandarb home in nearby Praspar, Toexas.

On Suplembet 29, 2009, Desmond nolified the institution mrough his legal counsel thal ha had in lact met with Mr. Sandars ana lime at the

above monhoned facifity and that he had also ws»ted Mr. Sandar's rwme on one occasiorn.

How was violation discovered?
Mamus Wilson lmhalty nformed lhe mslltuhon he had mcetvao informalion contrary to Desmond sla!emems from Ms. Sanders on Septamber
241h. Boloie tho mslitution was, able 10 u\oopondenlly conohotata ihe Mr. Sandera sialomenis of giscuss the mlormnllon dlreckly wilh Desmand, he nlonned the

|n5lnunon ol his rmsleddmg :.Ialamems lo Mr Wlson

List reasons violation accurred:
Please see atachad letlor

Has the institution declared the student-athlete ingligible? Yos

([ the institution has declared the student-athlete incligible and is requesting reinstatement, please st all
mitigation present in (he violation.  Include assessment of the student-athlete’s responsibility for the

violation:
Please scae allached letter
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Request for Reinstatement and/or Self Report of
NCAA Sceondary Violation (Level 1)
Page No. 3

21, List any self-imposed institutional action and/or conference action (including corrective actions, sanctions
or conditions imposed on the student-athlete's cligibility);
Please sce attached letter

22, Please list any relevant case precedent:

Please note that regardless if the involved student-athlete(s) signed a Buckley form at the start of the year,
the last page (student-athlete’s signature and address) of this application must be completed and returned.
Please note that many cases include supporting documentation that must be included for the reinstatement
case or secondary infraction to be processed. Please include all supporting documentation with this
applicution when submitting the information to the NCAA staff.

e If rcinstatement is required, this application along with all supporting documentation should be sent to
Jennifer Henderson, director of membership services/student-athlete reinstatement.
Fux No.: 317/917-6736.

« If reinstatement is not required, this application along with all supporting documentation should be
sent to Chris Strobel, director of enforcement for secondary infractions. Fax No.: 317/917-6059.

Signature:

Signature of individual submitiing request/report:,

Please print name and title of individual submitting reyuest/report:

Scolt Williams- Associate AD for Compliance

(The report must be submitted by the institution™s chief execeutive officer, faculty athleties representative, director of
athletics, senior woman wdministralor or the individual designined on campus to handle compliance.)

Contact Information:

Name and title of institutional contact person: Scolt Williams-Associaie AD for Compliance

(Note: Al carrespondence regarding this watver will be direeled to the contact person.)

Telephone number; 405-744-2525

Fax number; 405-744-7500

E-manl address: lamos.s‘.wimnn‘us@okstalg.eq_u_
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Request for Reinstatement and/or Self Repoit of
NCAA. Secondary Violation (Level 1)
Page No. 4

To be completed hy student-athlete:

Buckiey Statement. I give my conscnt to disclose to authorized representatives of this institution, its athletics conference (if
any) and the NCAA any documents or information pertaining to my NCAA eligibility. Additionajly, [ give my consent to
the NCAA to disclose my namce and personally identifiable infornnation from my education records 1o a third party (including
but not limited to the medin) as necessary to cxplain the NCAA's decision regarding this (waiver) (reinstatement) request
without such disclosure constituting a violation of my rights under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

Student-athlete name (please print): Beghond Bryant L

Signature (student-athlete): /é gfzé g‘—\ —-—é’z Date:_/0 47-OF

3
Student-athlete's address: 128 S. Bames Stlkiwater, OR74078

The National Collegiate Athletic Association
Apnil 23, 2009 JH:taa
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| am very, very sorry that | did not tell the full truth when | talked with Mr. Wilson
in July. It was all me, there is no one else to blame, | just panicked because | was
scared and afraid that | was in some kind of trouble. | didn't think | had done anything
wrong, but when OSU told me the NCAA was coming to talk to me, it scared me and
made me think that maybe there was something that had happened and all my dreams
were going to be ruined.

When Mr. Wilson asked me about meeting Deion Sanders, | denied that | had
ever met him at Field House USA. That was not the truth. | met Deion at Field House
USA and he talked to me for a little bit about life and having a good attitude and doing
my best. He told me he wanted to try and help me be a better person, and there was
very little talk about football. He and | jogged up and down the field, but did not go
through any drills, and he did not work me out.

When | was asked by Mr. Wilson about a work-out, | did not think that what | had
done with Deion was a work-out. | did not break a sweat when | jogged with Deion.
When my coaches have worked me out, like Coach Glass at OSU, | do many sprints,
stairs, and a lot of other drills, which leave me sweaty and tired. What | did with Deion
was nothing like that.

| went to Field House USA two times, with the first time as | told Mr. Wilson was
when | walked in, looked around and walked out, and was there about ten minutes. The
second time was the one | was talking about earlier, when | met Deion there and we
talked and jogged around.

I also failed to tell the truth when Mr. Wilson asked me about going to Deion's
house. | did take my girlfriend to Deion’s house one time, and he and his family had
dinner. | was not hungry, so | did not eat, but we were there for dinner. Other than that,
| have not been back to his house.

| know that when | did not tell the truth to Mr. Wilson that | made a terrible
mistake. | was scared because | was thinking, why would the NCAA talk to me unless
they thought | had done something wrong, even though | did not think | had. | worried
about the interview and was really nervous during the interview. | kept thinking about
how football has been my dream for years and how football was going to allow the
chance to make a living and help my family. My mom, my son, brother and sister all
depend on me and | feit that somehow | had let them down. | panicked and made the
wrong choice, by not telling Mr. Wilson the truth. | am very, very sorry that this
happened, and take all the blame and responsibility. | am sorry that Mr. Wilson had to
spend so much time on my case, and am also sorry that | have let my family, my
teammates, my coaches, my OSU fans and the NCAA down. | really love OSU and
would like to have an opportunity to finish the season with OSU. | have worked very
hard on my academics and football so that | could be in a position to go on to the NFL. |
know that | did not do the right thing, and | ask for the opportunity to get back on the
field as soon as possible for OSU. | know | should be punished, | deserve it, but | hope
that my punishment is not so bad that | do not get to play football again at OSU.
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This has been the hardest that has happened to me in my life and | hope and
pray that | can learn from this, | know | can, and | can also help others by telling them
what happened to me and why it is so important to be totally honest.

Thank you for listening to me.

Desmond Bryant





