
 For the last two years, my lawyers have advised me against speaking publicly 
about an incident that occurred very shortly after I arrived in Norman, Oklahoma. 
Today, I want to say what everyone deserves to hear from me about this matter: I 
am sorry. 
   
 On the night of July 24, 2014, I had just turned 18 years old.  I was away from 
home for the first time and far from comfortable in my new surroundings, which 
were different from my hometown.  That night, I was out with members of the 
football team, trying to get to know my new teammates and friends.  I was not 
drinking; I have never had a drink in my life.  At the end of the night, a group of 
apparently drunk people started harassing us.  Some of my teammates were wise 
enough to leave.  I did not, and I am sorry.   
 
 The situation got tense.  Racial slurs were hurled at me.  I should have left, 
but I did not.   A woman shoved me.  I was upset and I should have left, but I did not.  
Then, she slapped me, and I reacted poorly—I struck her.  It was a bad reaction, one 
that does not reflect my character or my values.  I am sorry.     
  
 I apologize to Amelia Molitor and the friends who were with her that night.  I 
apologize to my teammates, coaches, the University of Oklahoma, and its fans.  I 
apologize to my family and friends.  I realize I let a lot of people down.  I apologize to 
all those I disappointed or hurt.  
  
 I understand why my reaction that night, and in a more recent incident on 
campus, might give people the impression that I am an angry person.  But I do not 
see myself that way, and I do not want others to.  I believe that, over time, I can 
prove that my past mistakes do not represent who I really am.  I promise everyone 
willing to give me the chance that I will work harder and continue to better myself 
as an individual and community member.   I want to be a role model on and off the 
field. 
    
 I hope everyone understands I am a college student and a member of the 
Oklahoma Sooner football team.  I do not want my school or my team to be further 
distracted.  For that reason, I do not intend to comment anymore on this matter.  I 
will not respond to media inquiries about anything other than Sooner football.  I ask 
that all legal questions be directed to my lawyers.  I want to focus on being my best 
as a teammate, student, and member of my community.     
  
 


