
Today each of the members of the Pardon and Parole Board have decided that they will not 
resign from the Board in response to the urging of the Oklahoma County District Attorney. 
Each of us has given a great deal of thought and prayer to this decision and are each firmly 
convinced that we have not ever knowingly or willfully violated the Oklahoma Open Meetings Act 
nor participated in any criminal wrongdoing in our service on the Board. 
I personally believe that Mr. Prater is a man of integrity and has pursued his investigation with a 
view to try and determine if wrongdoing has occurred. His conclusion and mine while different can 
be, I believe, yet resolved in a manner beneficial to the citizens of Oklahoma and to the benefit of 
the criminal justice system. I as Chairman and each and every one of the Board are willing to sit 
down with his office or any other agency to discuss concerns and work to develop satisfactory 
solutions. 
  
When he first raised concerns last summer, the Board was immediately unanimous in seeking to 
find ways to address those concerns. We have made changes in our procedures, are revamping 
our dockets and our web site, all to make everything we do as open and transparent as we 
possibly can and as easy as is possible for district attorneys, victims, supporters, legislators and 
any interested citizen. 
  
I sit on a Board with 4 other people who I believe to be of the highest moral character. Persons of 
integrity whose commitment to make the most just decision they can is paramount in their minds 
every time they sit down to vote on an offender. 
  
60 years ago when Pardon and Parole was established in Oklahoma, state leadership wisely 
placed it's authority into the Constitution to protect it from the fleeting whim of rapidly changing 
public opinions. They established the Board with 5 appointments made by three different 
authorities to try and protect it from undue political influence and they wisely created it to be 
independent and autonomous and separate from the Department of Corrections so that pressure 
from various forces like prison overcrowding and lack of bed space would never drive decisions 
about how many offenders to release or how quickly to release them. Men and women for 60 
years have sat down at the table bringing their unique backgrounds, talents and experiences to 
bear seeking consensus decisions that best represented justice and public safety. 
  
The present Board is no different from the 14 Board that have preceded it. We are men and 
women who bring our unique background and experience to a decision on 550 to 600 offenders a 
month. Decisions that have ripples far beyond those offenders, extending in to every county and 
hundreds of communities and neighborhoods in our state. 
  
It would be easy to step down; for the compensation is minimal, the work is overwhelming and the 
criticism is ample but we believe that we are doing a service that is important and that we do it 
well. 
  
If there are ways we can and should do it better we have proven repeatedly we are open to hear 
those suggestions and welcome those who constructively want the parole process in Oklahoma 
operate at its best. It hasn't and won't take pressure or threat to make it happen especially from 
those who are our partners in the criminal justice system. 
  
I look forward to meaningful dialogue with any and all who would offer suggestions or ideas that 
benefit public safety and the clemency process in our state. 
  
Dr. Marc Dreyer 
Chairman, Pardon & Parole Board 


