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P R O C E E D I N G S 

(The following is an excerpt of the proceedings had 

September 17, 2018, containing the allocution statement of Mr. 

Ralph Shortey:) 

THE DEFENDANT:  Thank you, your Honor.  Thank you

for the opportunity to discuss this with you and obviously

with the public.  I haven't had that opportunity to date.  And

out of respect to the Court and this whole process, I haven't

taken that opportunity with the public.  However, I believe

that the public deserves to hear from me, and I hope that

whatever action you are taking today brings some closure to

the public's interest, particularly to those who I served, to

those who know me, and also to my victim and his family.

To the people of the State of Oklahoma, I offer my most

sincere apology.  My actions have cast undue doubt on those

who honorably serve this state, and they have strained the

trust which people have in their leaders.  The people deserve

to have faith and trust in those elected to serve their

interests, and actions like mine hurt that relationship.  It's

unfair to those who honorably serve the people, and it's

especially unfair to the good citizens of this state.

I hope my situation serves as a stark warning to those

who desire public service, and I hope that my conviction

brings some closure and comfort to the people.

I would also like to specifically apologize to the
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citizens of Senate District 44.  Eight years ago they offered

me one of the greatest honors I've ever had in my life.  They

trusted me with a tremendous responsibility.  They reaffirmed

that trust by reelecting me four years later.  They expected

and they deserved good representation and honorable actions in

both my public and my private life.  And, truth be told, I let

them down.  And for that I'm forever sorry.  Throwing away the

beautiful opportunity to serve them will be a regret that I

will carry to the end of my days.

I have accepted the responsibility and whatever judgment

you give me today, and I hope that this does bring closure to

my public life.  I hope that the public understands that and

respects that.

In addition, your Honor, there are countless individuals

who have believed in me and invested in my life in multiple

ways over the years.  They trusted me, they loved me.  And by

leading a double life of sin for the past few years, I have

hurt more people than I can name.  I was blessed beyond

measure with dear friends and family, but now my heart is

broken beyond belief at the pain that I have caused those

individuals.  Sorry is not enough, but right now it's all I've

got to offer.

To my victim and his family, I am completely ashamed of

my actions.  I am sorry for any pain I have caused.  I pursued

selfish desires with little regard to how it would affect and
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impact his life.  I cannot fully express how sorry I am.  I

can only hope that my conviction and my prison sentence will

bring some peace and closure.

I spent my life in service to youth, and to learn that I

failed one so greatly in this way is another regret that will

haunt me forever.

Your Honor, some of the most egregious results of my

actions have been what I caused to faithful Christians and to

Christianity.  I previously have lived a life surrendered to

God's will and one of faithfulness and sensitivity to God's

leading.  I got saved when I was in the seventh grade.  When I

was in the ninth grade, I surrendered to be a missionary.

People who knew me would have thought that I was a

committed and faithful Christian.  However, for the past few

years, I have been living a private life of sin and rebellion.

While publicly spouting the principles of Christianity and

faith, I lived and acted as a hypocrite.  The greatest example

is when David sinned with Bathsheba, killed her husband.  The

prophet told him that his sin gave occasion to the enemies of

the Lord to blaspheme God.  And so have I.

People will point to me as another example -- and they

have -- of hypocritical Christianity.  While there are a

multitude of examples of faithful people out there, this is

what gets out.

It grieves my soul that I have caused this and my actions
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were blasphemous to God.  However, what I have done in secret

God has revealed to the world.

I consider this a good thing, though.  Sin, rebellion,

breaking the law are not things that are to be celebrated.

They are things that lead to destruction.  I consider it -- no

matter what happens, I do consider it and will consider it

until the end of my life a great mercy that God has visited

upon me.  It has saved my life and it has corrected my course.

I have begged God's forgiveness, and I hope that this all

is another example to everyone to live a true life and to be

what you say you are.

Finally, your Honor, the ones who have been affected the

most by my actions are my former wife and my children.  They

are truly innocent victims of this.  They are innocent victims

of my crime.  And I've destroyed our family.  And I've

seriously hurt their future.  Because of publicity of this

case, they have been targeted and exploited in the media.  And

it's something that they are going to have to live with and

deal with for the rest of their lives.

I promised my wife that I would care for her and love her

until the end of my days, but I broke so many promises.  I've

left them with nothing but pain, destruction, and insecurity

in their future.  I'm ashamed beyond understanding for what I

have done to them.  But my desire to fix what I have done and

my commitment to my children will drive me for the rest of my
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life.

Since my conviction, my daily goal is to better myself in

every way possible, be it mentally, spiritually, and even

physically.  Last time I saw you, your Honor, I weighed 70

more pounds than I do right now.  And I am kind of proud of

that.

I strive to be the father they deserve.  These are the

reasons I'm asking you for what I am asking for today.  I have

nothing left in my life except time.  I have thrown everything

that was dear and precious away, and I've lost everything

except time that I have left.  And today I'm going to lose a

good portion of that as well.

I have submitted myself completely to your judgment, but

I am asking for you to give me as much time as you can after

prison.  I'm asking you to give me the opportunity to spend

the rest of my life repairing the damage that I have done and

working to leave something for my children and for my former

wife.

My commitment to you is that I will spend every day in

prison preparing myself to be, once again, a contributing

member of society.  And I will work to ensure that the issues

and the terrible decisions that I have made will never affect

my life again.

My daily prayer since this has all happened is Psalms 51.

I won't quote it to you, but if you know it or if you will
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read it, then you will see what the true desire of my heart

is.

I know my transgressions.  My sin is ever present before

me.  Purify me.  Create in me a clean heart, oh, God, and

restore me to the joy of your salvation.

Again, your Honor, I thank you so much for the time you

have given me.

 

(End of requested excerpt.) 
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