
THEN & NOW

The former Oklahoma Furniture 
Manufacturing Company, 101 E 
Sheridan, shown in this undated 
photograph, is now the Spaghetti 
Warehouse.  Image courtesy of 
Retro Metro OKC.

The Huckins Hotel, 20 N 
Broadway, was built in 1908 
and was razed by private 
developers in 1971. The site is 
now home to Continental 
Resources. Image courtesy of 
Retro Metro OKC.

The Skirvin was built in 1911 but 
was expanded several times after 
the 1913 photo was taken. The 
hotel originally included a rooftop 
apartment where the Skirvin 
family lived as shown in the 1913 
photo.

The Walnut bridge was a crucial link between the black 
community in Deep Deuce and jobs in the warehouse 
district.

The Colcord hotel was built in 1910 by 
early day lawman and oil man Charles 
Colcord. Original tenants included the 
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce.

The Baum Building, at the corner of 
Robinson and Sheridan Avenues, 
was built in 1909 with a design 
inspired by Doges Palace in Venice, 
Italy. The building was torn down in 
1973 by the Oklahoma City Urban 
Renewal Authority to make way for 
the Century Center Parking Garage 
and Retail Mall. Image courtesy of 
Retro Metro OKC.

The Hales Building was built at 
the corner of Main Street and 
Harvey Avenue in 1904 and was 
originally home to Security State 
Bank. The building was demol-
ished by the Oklahoma City 
Urban Renewal Authority in 1979 
after a years-long fight with its 
owners. 

The original Oklahoma County 
Courthouse, 520 W Main 
Street, was built in 1906 and 
replaced with the current 
county courthouse in 1931. The 
building was torn down in 1950 
to make way for a Holiday Inn 
that is now being used by the 
Basic Youth Institute. Image 
courtesy of Oklahoma Historical 
Society.

The Rock Island rail yard was seen as a detriment 
to city growth as it divided north and south 
halves of downtown. The rail yard was removed 
in 1930 and replaced with the Civic Center Music 
Hall, City Hall, the Oklahoma City Police head-
quarters and jail, and the Oklahoma County 
Courthouse. 

Oklahoman Business Writer and history author Steve Lackmeyer takes an in-depth look at a 
panoramic photograph unseen by the public for 100 years until was put on display as part of 
the Century Chest. Collection by the Oklahoma Historical Society.

The north side of Sheridan Avenue just east of the BNSF tracks 
has survived intact, and is now home to Exhibit C, a Chickasaw 
Nation gift shop, art gallery and visitor center, the American 
Banjo Museum, Henry Hudson’s Pub, the Bricktown Brewery and 
Spaghetti Warehouse.

The Iten Biscuit Co. opened its operation in Oklahoma City at Compress 
Avenue and SE 2 in 1911 and was reported to have started operations with 
150 people. The bakery was later taken over by the National Biscuit Co. 
(later known as NABISCO). In the 1980s the exterior was covered with fake 
siding and is now home to a U-Haul storage operation. The original façade 
and casement windows remain intact under the fake siding.
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