
	  
February 2, 2018 
 
To:  The Honorable Members of the Oklahoma House of Representatives 
 The Honorable Members of the Oklahoma State Senate 
 
From:  Mark Yates, Executive Director, OK WindPower 
 
 
The Wind Energy Industry was the first to “step up” for Oklahoma schools.   
 
Today, wind is the top taxpayer in 14 counties and we are the major contributor to public schools in 65 
school districts.   
  
We committed to work with anyone, including “Step Up Oklahoma,” to find a fair and equitable revenue plan 
to assist the State. Unfortunately, in our discussions with some of their representatives, it became 
immediately and abundantly clear that “Step Up” was required to clear any wind proposal with oil industry-
based CEOs, whose true desire seems to be the destruction of renewable energy in Oklahoma.  
 
In our conversation on Monday, we were shocked to learn the “Step Up” proposal demanded the equivalent 
of an additional 15% Gross Production Tax, applied only to wind energy, and was in addition to the already 
significant ad valorem burden paid annually by wind. This alone dramatically exceeds the total tax burden 
paid by oil and gas, Oklahoma’s largest industry.   
  
We have great respect for the business community in joining the wind industry in “stepping up”, however, in 
our opinion the Step Up group has been co-opted by anti-wind forces. Their private agenda proposes double 
taxation for wind and demands the State break its word to companies who were lured to Oklahoma to invest 
$20 billion. 
  
Most importantly, the wind industry pays exactly the same taxes as all other electric power producers, a tax 
burden that is substantially heavier than that borne by oil and gas. In fact, new wind energy projects in the 
state currently carry a tax burden that is four to five times heavier than that of oil and gas production 
projects.  
 
Furthermore, incentives for wind energy have ended as of July 2017, which means the State of Oklahoma is 
retaining an additional $50 million in revenue to apply to other priorities. 
  
Due to questionable motives by some of “Step Up’s” representatives, the wind industry has elected to take 
our message and our ideas to the people, and to the people’s elected representatives. 
 
The wind industry will continue to work with anyone who shares our sincere desire to fairly and equitably 
fund our schools.   
 

	  



Our requests are simple: 
 
First, we ask that all electric power producers be treated the same, not singling out only wind energy for 
double taxation.  
 
Second, we ask the oil and gas CEOs, who repeatedly invest in subversive campaigns to attack the wind 
industry, join us at the table and accept the very same tax burden that wind carries. Together, we can all 
contribute at the same level, but it is patently unfair to demand renewable energy bear taxes that these oil 
and gas CEOs are not willing to bear themselves. 
  
If negotiations with Step Up Oklahoma have failed, it is only because certain members of that group seem to 
be motivated primarily by a desire to protect themselves while harming Oklahoma’s growing renewable 
energy industry. If those individuals would like to commit themselves to ending their own incentives and 
joining us in “stepping up,” we would welcome them.  
 
Until then, we will focus on the elected officials who we believe are motivated to serve the best interests for 
the best future for Oklahoma. 
 
 
Mark Yates 
Executive Director 
OK WindPower 
405-938-7138 
 
 
 


