
During the past week, UCO has been at the nexus of an extensive 
external and internal debate about the rescinding of an invitation 
to speak by Mr. Ken Ham of Answers in Genesis. The 
misrepresentations and questioning of our commitment to 
supporting freedom of speech and freedom of expression have 
been both enlightening and often disappointing. 

As I have written to you previously, the University of Central 
Oklahoma as a social institution is historically committed to the 
critical confrontation of ideas and people conducted in a civil 
manner. By exposure to new ideas, no matter how controversial, 
we are able to winnow and sift the wheat from the chaff. 
Through that process, we are able to gain new insights. The 
misrepresentations about the social commitment of UCO to free 
inquiry has demonstrated that we are presented with the 
opportunity for a “teachable moment” on the principles of civil 
discourse and the pursuit of knowledge. 

As a result, I am implementing a series of conversations to fully 
explore these issues to the benefit of both our campus and 
external communities that fulfills our social obligations as an 
institution of higher education. Although final details are still 
emerging, I wanted to share with you the actions that I have 
directed to be implemented: 

First, I have invited Mr. Ham to present his perspective in the 
same format as it was originally proposed. This will occur on the 
same day and place, with a change of time. Mr. Ham will speak at 
3 p.m. on Monday, March 5, in Constitution Hall. For our 
students, this will be scheduled as a Student Transformative 
Learning Record (STLR) event. Other planned activities also may 
be designated as STLR experiences. 



Second, in advance of Mr. Ham’s appearance, at 10 a.m. on 
March 5, UCO will conduct a presentation on the Constitutional 
provisions of the First Amendment, and subsequent U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings on its restrictions. The conversation also will explore 
freedom of expression practiced at higher education institutions 
as allowed by case law, statutory provisions, and tradition. 

Third, on Tuesday, March 6, at 10 a.m. UCO will present a 
discussion on the contemporary processes of scientific inquiry and 
evolution. 

Finally, on Tuesday, March 6, at 2 p.m. we will present a panel 
discussion on freedom of expression and freedom of speech as 
appropriate to UCO as a teaching and learning institution. This 
will include representatives invited from our campus communities 
who will share their perspective. 

Our shared value as a higher education institution is to encourage 
and engage in inquiry that is free from censorship. As they 
drafted the First Amendment, our Founding Fathers drew upon 
the philosophies of the author Voltaire. As his biographers have 
summarized, Voltaire’s concept of freedom of speech is expressed 
in this statement: I may disagree with what you say, but I will 
defend your right to say it. 

Since its founding, UCO has adhered to that principle. As further 
details emerge about these events, they will be shared with you 
through regular UCO communication channels. 

Don Betz, 
President 


