










Old News is a project about 
information, media and 
recycled, reprinted news. 
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presenting a selection of 
articles, images and words 
clipped from newspapers. 
The articles in Old News 
have all been chosen by 
individual artists for the 
purpose of redistributing 
the news. Guidelines 
are given, which change 
slightly from issue to issue, 
but it is essentially up 
to the artist to interpret 
them in each instance. 
Sometimes the artists 
follow the guidelines, 
sometimes not. Old News 
is a second-generation, 
copyright-free newspaper. 
Apart from the newspaper 
you hold in your hands, 
the Old News project will 
be presented at different 
exhibition venues and take 
on many different shapes 
and forms. The Old News 
newspaper is for free.

Thanks to the artist, 
writers, photographers and 
contributors to Old News.
– Jacob Fabricius, May 
2015
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 is a selection of new

s clips from
 a num

ber of days in A
pril 

2015 and printed in conjunction w
ith a series of pressed plants sam

ples 
from

 the D
anish B

otanical M
useum

. I chose from
 m

aterial collected in 
A

lgeria, E
gypt, S

yria, Iraq, Iran, A
fghanistan and P

akistan and paired them
 

w
ith new

s from
 the sam

e area printed in the international press. Last year, 
I read an article about the current w

ar in S
yria.  It contained the follow

ing 
inform

ation: “80 percent of the valuable crop seeds kept in a gene bank 
in the S

yrian city of A
leppo have been shipped to the G

lobal S
eed V

ault 
in S

valbard for safekeeping. T
he A

leppo gene bank contains arguably the 
w

orld’s largest collection of barley, fava bean and lentil crops, along w
ith 

ancient varieties of durum
 and bread w

heat, and w
ild crops collected in 

the ‘fertile crescent’, the area of E
gypt, Israel, P

alestine, Lebanon, S
yria 

and Iraq, w
hich is the site of the earliest recorded crop dom

estication.” 
E

arly this year, I started looking into the herbarium
 in C

openhagen.  In 
particular, I have been searching for the plant sam

ples collected during 
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 the 1760’s. I 

found a vast collection of plant m
aterial, from

 that tim
e until today. T

he 
herbarium

 of pressed plants com
es w

ith notes on the location w
here the 

sam
ple w

as taken on a given day, and like a journal, it records w
hat is 

slow
ly disappearing and becom

ing som
ething else.
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