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Features vs. Departments

FEATURES 
• Contain approximately 

2500 words
• cover general or 

specific topics relating 
to teaching and 
learning mathematics

DEPARTMENTS 
• Vary in length, but 

shorter than a feature
• Conform to a theme 

or serve a particular 
function



Departments
Cartoon Corner
• Presents math questions related to a cartoon.

Solve It / Student Thinking
• Highlights creative student solutions to a problem. Teachers send in student 

work with a description of student thinking.

Palette of Problems
• Provides problems for classroom use. Teachers are welcome to submit 

specific problems to the editor.

Mathematical Explorations
• Presents classroom-tested lessons and activity sheets to use with students.



Departments
Informing Practice
• Describes research informing classroom-based questions or issues.

Quick Reads
• Focuses on a specific topic in a shortened format. 

On My Mind
• Presents a reader’s opinion on a topic of his or her choice. 

Math for Real
• Describes a real-life application of a mathematics concept.

Blogarithm
• Presents a biweekly blog related to a selected theme.



Favorite MTMS Article

MTMS, April 2000



MTMS Feature Article – Activity

MTMS, April 2017



How big is Yellowstone?

MTMS, April 2017



MTMS Department – Problems

MTMS, April 2017
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MTMS Feature Article –
Teaching Techniques

MTMS, September 2015
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MTMS Feature Article –
Pedagogy

MTMS, February 2017
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MTMS Feature Article –
Pedagogy
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Contribute to MTMS

• Readers write
• Solve it
• Cartoon Corner
• Palette of Problems



How to get published in -

Preparation
• Develop a lesson that uses one or two activity sheets
• Use the lesson with your students
Writing your lesson
• Identify clear mathematical objectives
• Suggest lesson introduction
• Describe pitfalls experienced by students



How to get published in -

When you find a real-life application of a math 
concept:
•Provide 1000-1500 word introduction
•Construct 4 – 8 mathematics questions
The entire article should fit on one journal page 
(~300 words, not including solutions).



If you feel that you’re not a writer

think about becoming a referee for 
MTMS or any of the other journals.
•Your opinion matters
•You can help steer the direction of the journal
•Anyone who is a member can register to be a 
referee:

http://mtms.msubmit.net


