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Tools  

Researchers have found that students can learn through the help of mathematical tools. Tools 

can be physical objects or manipulatives, or a graphic organizer that helps students “see” 

numbers. 

This session includes a few tools that your students may use in the classroom or that you will 

find helpful to use with your students. It is important to note the focus on landmark numbers, 

5, 10, 20, 100. 
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Ten-Frame 
Ten Frames help young students with the very important numbers of 5 and 10. Students can 

use ten frames to learn about quantity, more and less, addition, subtraction, solving problems 

and play games. 
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Number Path 
A number path is a counting model. Each number is represented within a 

rectangle and the rectangles can be clearly counted. A number path provides a 

more supportive model of numbers because there is an actual object to count for 

each number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number paths can be used to help young students conceptualize the meaning of 

addition.  

 

5 + 3 

 

      

5 + 3 = 8 
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Number Line 
Number lines are a tool for modeling addition and subtraction strategies, 

comparing numbers, and examining the relationship between numbers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Open number lines 

17 + 35  

 

17 + 47 = 64 

17 +47 


