
Planning a Mathematical Story

Hook Resolution

Plot Twist

How will the mathematical content unfold at this 
moment in order to maximize suspense and 

create surprise, excitement or intrigue?!

What tasks will students 
engage in?  How should 
these tasks be ordered 
to build anticipation?  

How will cognitive 
demand be maintained?  
What questions will I ask 

to stimulate thinking?!

How will I start the 
mathematical story?  

How will I get the 
students personally 

invested?  How can I 
structure the hook in 

order to create an “aha” 
during the plot twist?!

How will I know what 
students have taken 

away from this lesson?  
What can I do to assess 
understanding?  What’s 

next?!

What needs to be 
emphasized in order for 
students to achieve the 
goal?  What questions 
will I ask to stimulate 
thinking?  How can 
students apply new 

understandings?!


